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BO  AMD  OF  ALDERMEN, 


JULY  6th,  1836. 


Mayor’s  Office,  New-York,  June  13th,  1836. 
Gentlemen  of  the  Common  Council : 

I  am  required  by  a  provision  of  the  City  Charter  to 
communicate  to  you  a  general  statement  of  the  City  affairs, 
and  to  recommend  such  needful  changes  and  improvements 
as  the  public  good  may  seem  to  require. 

In  the  performance  of  this  duty  at  the 'present  time,  I  may 
be  permitted  to  embrace  the  opportunity  to  express  my  grate¬ 
ful  sense  of  the  continued  favor  and  confidence  of  my  fellow 
citizens.  Deeply  Sensible  as  I  am  of  the  many  flattering 
evidences  I  have  received  of  their  partiality,  I  can  only  hope 
to  evince  a  proper  appreciation  of  their  kindness  by  a  zealous 
devotion  to  the  public  interests  committed  to  my  charge.^ 

In  the  annual  communications  addressed  by  me  to  the 
Common  Coucil,  under  the  several  dates  of  30th  June  1834, 
and  18th  May  1835,  recommendations  were  submited  for 
consideration  relating  to  several  departments  of  the  City 
government.  Upon  some  of  these  suggestions  no  definite 
action  has  yet  been  had,  and  I  propose  at  the  present  time 
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again  to  solicit  the  attention  of  the  Common  Council  to  such 
of  them  as  in  my  judgment,  are  called  for  by  a  due  regard  for 
the  public  welfare. 

The  magnitude  of  our  financial  transactions  renders  this 
department  an  important  feature  of  our  system,  and  one 
which  properly  arrests  a  large  share  of  the  public  attention. 

By  the  Comptroller’s  Report  for  the  year  ending  31st  De_ 
cember  last) 

The  funded  debt  amounted  to  -  -  -  $408,800  00 

The  amount  of  money  borrowed  in  anticipa¬ 
tion  of  the  annual  revenue,  was  -  -  663,585  01 

Making  a  total  indebtedness  of  -  -  $1,072,385  01 

From  this  sum  must  be  deducted  the  amount 
in  Bank  to  the  credit  of  the  Commissioners 
of  the  sinking  fund  -  169,850  18 

Leaving  a  net  total  of  public  debt,  on  the  31st 
December,  1835,  ....  $902,534  83 

Amount  of  public  debt  on  the  31st  Dec.  1834,  $745,034  62 
Increase  of  debt  in  1835,  -  $157  500  21 

This  augmentation  of  public  debt  has  arisen  from  the  pur¬ 
chase  of  grounds  and  payments  on  account  of  the  erection  of 
public  buildings.  Under  these  heads  the  total  amount  of 
expenditure  is  $182,330.  The  addition  to  the  public  pro¬ 
perty  has  been  greater  therefore,  during  the  year,  than 
the  -sum  added  to  the  public  liabilities.  While  on  this 
topic,  it  may  be  proper  also  to  state  that  a  very  large  increase 
in  the  value  of  the  public  property  has  arisen  from  the  aug¬ 
mentation  in  the  price  of  real  estate  since  my  last  annual 
communication.  It  is  impossible  to  make  an  accurate  esti¬ 
mate  of  this  increase,  but  it  may  be  safely  set  down  at  seve¬ 
ral  millions  of  dollars. 
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During  the  past  year,  stock  has  been  issued  to  the  amount 
of  one  million  of  dollars,  under  the  law  providing  for  the  in¬ 
troduction  of  a  full  supply  of  pure  and  wholesome  water.— 
The  net  proceeds  of  the  stock  amount  to  $1,119,300.  Of 
this  sum  more  than  one  million  of  dollars  remains  unexpend¬ 
ed,  and  is  now  drawing  an  interest  of  4  1-2  per  cent.  It  is 
believed  that  this  amount  will  be  sufficient  to  cover  the  ne¬ 
cessary  expenditures  during  the  present  year. 

Since  the  preparation  of  the  Comptroller’s  Annual  Report, 
a  law  has  been  passed  authorizing  the  Common  Council  to 
borrow  six  millions  of  dollars,  to  be  applied  to  the  purchase 
of  the  bonds  and  mortgages  of  the  Insurance  Companies,  the 
capitals  of  which  had  been  lost  or  impaired  by  the  great  con¬ 
flagration  of  the  16th  December  last.  Under  the  law  referred 
to,  stock  has  been  issued  to  the  amount  of  $410,500  a  por¬ 
tion  of  which  sum  has  been  loaned  in  the  manner  contempla¬ 
ted  by  the  law ;  for  which  the  Corporation  are  secured  by 
bonds  and  mortgages  on  property  of  unquestionable  value  for 
the  whole  amount,  bearing  an  interest  of  six  or  seven  per 
cent.  I  entertain  no  doubt,  that  the  proceeds  of  these  secu¬ 
rities  will  be  amply  sufficient  to  remunerate  the  city  for 
principal  and  interest  of  every  liability  incurred. 

The  following  statement  will  present  in  another  form  the 
fiscal  concerns  of  the  city,  as  exhibited  at  the  commence¬ 
ment  of  the  present  month 

1st.  City  Debt. 


Five  per  cent  stock  of  1830,  -  -  -  $111,800  00 

a  «  of  1829,  -  -  -  297,000  00 

Water  stock  of  1835,  -  1,000,000 

Fire  stock  of  1836,  -  -  410,500 


Total  amount  of  debt,  - 


$1,819,300  00 
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2d.  Funds  and  Securities < 


Cash  on  deposit  in  Trust  Company, 
Loaned  on  deposit  of  City  stock, 

Cash  on  hand, . 

Amount  to  the  credit  of  Sinking  Fund,  - 
Unappropriated  receipts  from  Fire  Stock, 


#387,550  00 
150,000  00 
73,200  00 
204,772  00 
139,000  00 


Making  a  total  credit  of  #954,522  00 

Leaving  an  excess  of  debts  over  the  present 
cash  means  of  the  city,  -  -  .  #864,878  00 

By  the  preceding  exhibit,  it  will  appear  that  about  #140,-  . 
000  remain  unappropriated  of  the  proceeds  of  the  Fire  Loan. 

The  authority  for  the  creation  of  this  stock  grew  out  of  an 
extraordinary  emergency,  and  public  expectation  was  justly 
raised  as  to  the  beneficial  effects  it  would  produce.  Although 
a  comparatively  small  amount  of  the  stock  has  been  issued, 
yet  great  benefit  resulted  from  the  passage  of  the  law  by 
which  the  loan  was  authorized.  Public  confidence  was  sus_ 
tained  and  strengthened,  at  a  time  when  vast  consequences 
were  involved  in  the  pecuniary  arrangements  of  those  who 
had  suffered  by  the  fire.  Stronger  evidence  of  the  great  re¬ 
sources  of  our  business  community  cannot  be  required  than 
has  been  furnished  in  their  ability  to  sustain  their  operations 
under  such  extraordinary  reverses,  with  so  little  extraneous 
aid. 

The  legal  existence  of  the  Committee  appointed  by  your 
predecessors  to  manage  the  funds  of  the  Fire  Loan,  having 
expired  with  their  term  of  office, 'it  is  proper  that  successors 
should  be  appointed  as  speedily  as  possible.  Applications 
for  further  loans  to  Insurance  Companies  are  pending,  and 
an  early  decision  is  of  importance  to  all  the  interests  involved. 

A  further  emission  of  stock  to  the  amount  on  one  million  of 
dollars,  in  addition  to  the  sum  remaining  on  hand,  has  been 
authorized,  but  a  less  sum  will  probably  be  sufficient  to  ren¬ 
der  all  the  aid  necessary  in  fulfilling  the  intentions  of  the  law. 
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In  calling  your  attention  to  this  subject,  I  feel  it  to  be  my 
duty  to  express  my  entire  confidence  in  the  safety  to  the 
public  interests,  of  the  class  of  the  securities  offered  for  these 
loans. 

A  law  was  passed  at  the  last  session  of  the  Legislature,  on 
the  application  of  the  Common  Council,  authorizing  a  loan  of 
$500,000  for  the  purpose  of  raising  the  means  necessary  for 
the  erection  of  public  buildings.  This  measure  was  resorted 
to  upon  the  ground,  that  while  a  large  amount  of  public  prop, 
erty  was  held  for  the  future  advantage  of  the  City,  and  was 
increasing  rapidly  and  continually  in  value,  it  would  be  obvi¬ 
ously  unjust  to  the  tax-paying  citizens,  to  assess  them  for  all 
the  improvements  in  progress  for  the  public  service.  The 
policy  is  believed  to  be  sound  and  judicious,  which  appro¬ 
priates  the  property  and  resources  of  the  City  to  the  creation 
of  necessary  and  permanent  improvements  for  the  public 
service.  It  is,  therefore,  just  to  ourselves  and  to  posterity, 
while  the  public  property  is  held  for  future  accumulation,  to 
transmit  the  improvements,  and  the  obligations  by  Which  they 
were  created,  to  those  who  shall  come  after  us. 

In  my  last  annual  communication  to  the  Common  Coun¬ 
cil,  I  recommended  the  erection  of  buildings  upon  the  unoc¬ 
cupied  portion  of  Blackwell’s  Island,  for  the  accommodation 
of  the  poor  and  such  other  dependents  on  the  public  bounty 
as  are  not  to  be  provided  for  in  the  buildings  already  in  pro¬ 
gress  of  erection.  My  principal  object  in  suggesting  this 
change,  was  to  release  the  public  property  at  Bellevue,  now 
become  very  valuable,  from  its  present  use,  with  a  view  to 
its  improvement  for  other  and  more  profitable  purposes'.  I 
now  renew  the  suggestion,  and  solicit  for  it  your  early  and  at¬ 
tentive  examination.  I  am  of  opinion  that  the  location  indi¬ 
cated  is  the  most  eligible  for  the  object  contemplated  ;  al¬ 
though  I  am  aware  that  a  belief  is  prevalent  of  the  superior 
advantages  presented  by  Randall’s  Island  for  an  Alms  House 
establishment.  The  decision  in  regard  to  the  site  to  be  se¬ 
lected  rests  with  the  Common  Council.  My  duty  is  perform- 
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ed  in  calling  your  attention  to  the  subject,  and  in  stating  as 
the  dictate  of  my  deliberate  judgment,  that  a  due  regard  to 
the  public  interests  requires  the  erection  of  suitable  buildings 
for  the  purpose  of  an  Alms  House  without  unnecessary  loss 
of  time,  to  the  end,  that  the  Bellevue  property  may  be  sold 
or  otherwise  more  advantageously  disposed  of.  Considera¬ 
ble  time  will  necessarily  be  consumed  in  the  preparation  of 
buildings  for  the  accommodation  of  the  persons  now  provid¬ 
ed  for  at  Bellevue  ;  and  by  the  time  they  are  completed,  it 
is  probable  a  still  further  augmentation  will  have  taken  place 
in  the  value  of  that  property.  This  consideration  will  doubt¬ 
less  have  due  weight  in  the  formation  of  your  dicision  upon 
this  subject. 

It  has  been  represented  to  me,  that  the  private  slips  in  the 
lower  part  of  the  city  require  immediate  attention ;  and  I  have 
reason  to  believe,  that  both  the  convenience  and  health  of  the 
public  will  be  advanced,  by  the  adoption  of  early  measures 
to  cleanse  and  purify  them.  The  immense  and  steadily  in¬ 
creasing  value  of  the  commerce  of  our  City,  will  commend 
this  subject  to  your  attention,  and  I  feel  assured  that  you  will 
readily  provide  all  proper  facilities,  and  remove  all  impedi¬ 
ments,  with  a  view  to  accommodate  interests  of  such  mag¬ 
nitude. 

Serious  complaints  have  been  made  for  some  time  past  in 
regard  to  obstructions,  and  a  want  of  cleanliness,  in  the  pub¬ 
lic  streets.  The  severity  of  the  past  winter— the  unusually 
long  continuance  of  ice  and  snow  in  the  streets — and  the 
vast  accumulation  of  rubbish  from  the  removal  of  buildings, 
have  doubtless  contributed  to  the  evil  in  question.  Much  has 
already  been  done  for  its  removal,  and  I  have  no  reason  to 
question  the  exercise  of  proper  vigilance  on  the  part  of  the 
public  officers.  I  submit,  however,  to  your  consideration 
whether  any  special  action  is  necessary  to  secure  the  accom¬ 
modation  of  the  public.  On  this  subject  it  is  proper  I  should 
especially  refer  to  the  situation  of  the  streets  in  that  part  of 
the  City  designated  the  burnt  district.  It  has  been  repre- 


7 


[Doc.  No.  1. 

sented  to  me  that  culpable  negligence  has  existed  on  the  part 
of  certain  land  owners,  in  not  removing  the  rubbish  in  front 
of  their  lots.  If  this  be  so,  a  speedy  remedy  should  be  ap¬ 
plied,  to  secure  a  free  passage  through  the  streets  for  the  ac¬ 
commodation  of  the  citizens  at  large. 

It  affords  me  great  satisfaction  to  be  enabled  to  state  that 
our  citizens  are  in  the  enjoyment  of  health  to  an  unusual  de¬ 
gree.  The  interments  for  the  last  six  months  have  been 
considerably  less  than  for  the  corresponding  period  of  the 
previous  year,  notwithstanding  the  rapid  increase  of  our  po¬ 
pulation.  Number  of  interments  from  December  1834,  to 
May  28th,  1835,  3570  ;  from’December  1835,  to  28th  May 
1836,  3478  ;  decrease  in  six  months  of  the  present  year,  92. 

In  looking  back  upon  our  past  career  we  find  ample  means 
of  instruction  for  our  future  course,  and  it  is  the  part  alike  of 
prudence  and  wisdom  to  be  governed  by  the  lessons  of  ex¬ 
perience.  Our  commercial  success  is  no  longer  a  matter  of 
experiment.  So  far  as  human  efforts  can  prevail,  and  hu¬ 
man  judgment  be  relied  on,  a  solid  and  increasing  prosperity 
must  inevitably  attend  the  industry  and  enterprise  of  our 
citizens.  Nature  has  been  prodigal  of  favours  in  regard  to 
our  position,  and  a  course  of  enlightened  and  liberal  State 
and  City  legislation,  has  Strengthened  the  many  advantages 
which  conspire  to  indicate  this  as  the  commercial  metropolis 
of  the  Union.  With  a  present  population  of  nearly  three 
hundred  thousand  souls,  steadily  and  rapidly  increasing,  a 
climate  conducive  to  health,  and  all  the  natural  and  artificial 
means  to  encourage  the  various  branches  of  trade,  it  may  con¬ 
fidently  be  anticipated,  that  within  the  next  half  century  our 
City  will  contain  a  million  of  inhabitants,  and  control  a  com¬ 
merce  second  only  to  the  first  city  in  the  old  world. 

The  responsibilities  which  rest  upon  the  municipal  au¬ 
thorities  of  a  community  combining  such  extensive  and  di¬ 
versified  interests,  are  of  a  character  to  challenge  our  serious 
and  anxious  deliberation.  If  we  are  at  liberty  to  indulge  an¬ 
ticipations  of  future  success,  founded  upon  our  past  prosperi- 
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ty,  we  should  also  seek  to  derive  benefit  from  the  instances  of 
adversity  we  have  numbered.  It  should  be  our  study  to 
learn  how  we  may  best  secure  a  continuance  of  the  good  and 
avoid  a  recurrence  of  the  evil.  In  my  judgment,  the  Com¬ 
mon  Council  cannot  direct  their  attention  to  any  one  subject 
of  such  paramount  importance,  as  that  which  promises  the 
surest  guaranty  against  extensive  ravages  by  fire.  In  effect¬ 
ing  this  object,  security  of  life  and  property  are  both  involv¬ 
ed,  connected  with  a  confidence  in  other  communities  which 
is  essential  to  our  permanent  success  as  a  commercial  city, 
j  The  annual  destruction  of  property  and  life  by  fire,  has 
been  far  greater  in  this  City  for  some  years  past,  than  in  any 
of  the  principal  cities  of  Europe.  It  would  be  a 'fit  subject 
of  investigation,  to  trace  out  the  causes  of  this  evil,  with  the 
view  to  secure  the  most  efficient  remedy.  I  am  satisfied  that 
no  want  of  personal  zeal  can  properly  be  charged  on  the 
members  of  the  Fire  Department.  Whether  there  is  any 
radical  error  in  the  formation  of  the  system  which  governs 
that  department,  it  will  become  the  duty  of  the  Common 
Council  to  inquire.  But  the  principal  topic  I  shall  present 
to  your  consideration,  in  connection  with  this  subject,  is  the 
necessity  and  importance  of  securing  at  all  times,  and  in  all 
convenient  situations,  a  full  and  abundant  supply  of  water, 

|  the  natural  means  of  opposing  the  destructive  element. 

'  Measures  are  in  progress,  on  a  scale  commensurate  with 
the  present  and  increasing  wants  of  our  citizens,  to  supply 
them  with  water  for  domestic  and  other  purposes^  by  the  in¬ 
troduction  of  the  Croton  river  into  our  City.  Years  must 
elapse,  however,  before  that  great  work  can  be  completed — 
a  work  which,  while  it  will  minister  to  the  health,  comfort 
and  security  of  the  citizens,  will  also  elevate  the  character 
of  our  people  as  an  enlightened  and  public  spirited  commu¬ 
nity.  Until  this  magnificent  design  is  accomplished,  it  will 
be  the  duty  of  the  Common  Council  to  consider  what  inter¬ 
mediate  measures  may  be  necessary,  to  avert  future  calami¬ 
ties  like  that  by  which  our  City  was  visited  during  the  past 
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winter.  I  therefore  recommend  that  provision  be  made  at 
as  early  a  day  as  practicable,  for  the  laying  of  pipes,  suitable 
lor  the  distribution  of  the  Croton  water,  but  which  may  be 
kept  filled  as  far  as  possible  by  water  of  which  we  now  have 
the  control.  If  the  present  reservoirs  are  inadequate  to  fur¬ 
nish  a  sufficient  supply  for  the  purpose  indicated,  other  wells 
may  be  sunk,  or  other  means  provided  to  supply  the  defi¬ 
ciency.  I  am  decidedly  of  opinion  that  the  public  good  re¬ 
quires  the  placing  of  hydrants  throughout  the  city,  so  near 
to  each  other  that  the  ordinary,  leaders  of  a  hose  company 
would  reach  from  a  hydrant  to  a  fire  in  any  situation.— 
With  a  sufficient  supply  of  water,  and  access  to  it  thus  secur¬ 
ed,  and  with  the  improvement  which  we  have  reason  to  ex¬ 
pect  in  the  construction  of  new  buildings  by  prudent  citizens, 
it  would  be  comparatively  a  rare  occurrence  for  a  fire  to 
extend  beyond  the  building  in  which  it  originated. 

The  present  inadequate  supply  of  water  for  extinguish¬ 
ing  fires,  may  be  consided  as  a  reasonable  objection  to  an  in¬ 
crease  in  pipes  and  hydrants.  I  am  of  opinion,  however, 
that  a  less  quantity  of  water  would  be  found  to  answer,  pro¬ 
vided  that  the  hydrants  were  so  placed  that  water  could  at 
all  times  be  procured  in  the  immediate  neighbourhood  of  a 
fire  upon  its  first  discovery.  All  experience  teaches  that  a 
small  quantity  of  water  quikcly  applied,  will  extinguish 
a  flame,  which  if  allowed  to  gather  strength  by  delay  can¬ 
not  be  controlled  without  the  use  of  greatly  increased  quan¬ 
tities.  By  the  introduction  of  additional  hydrants  and 
greater  length  of  pipes,  the  supply  of  water  throughout  the 
City  will  be  increased,  as  the  pipes  will  continue  full,  the 
vacuum  being  constantly  supplied,  from  the  reservoirs.  If 
it  become  necessary  to  increase  the  quantity  at  the  sources 
of  distribution,  I  feel  assured  that  no  difficulty  will  be  found 
in  accomplishing  that  object. 

It  has  been  supposed  by  many  persons  that  the  duty  of 
supplying  the  additional  pipes  would  properly  devolve  upon 
the  water  commissioners,  and  that  the  expense  would  be  de- 
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frayed  out  of  the  proceeds  of  the  loans  authorized  by  the 
law  under  which  they  act.  Those  officers,  however,  do  not 
so  construe  the  law,  and  while  they  avow  their  readiness  to 
superintend  and  direct  the  performance  of  the  work,  they 
do  not  feel  themselves  at  liberty  to  employ  any  portion  of 
the  means  at  their  disposal  in  the  distribution  of  water  for 
the  extinguishment  of  fires.  From  whatever  source  the 
necessary  funds  may  be  derived,  it  cannot  be  doubted,  1 
think,  that  the  work  should  be  performed  without  delay,  and 
as  the  pipes  and  hydrants  will  be  serviceable  for  all  the  ob¬ 
jects  to  which  water  can  be  applied,  no  loss  to  the  public 
will  ensue  from  the  creation  of  authority  to  procure  the  ne¬ 
cessary  means.  The  future  prosperity  of  our  City  may  be 
interrupted  or  retarded  by  the  occurrence  of  war,  the  visita¬ 
tions  of  pestilence,  or  other  evils  beyond  our  control.  All 
communities  as  well  as  individuals,  are  subject  to  misfortunes 
which  no  human  means  can  avert ;  but  we  shall  fail  in  the 
discharge  of  our  public  trust  if  we  neglect  to  provide  all  the 
reasonable  and  obvious  securities  for  the  protection  of  the 
lives  and  property  of  our  fellow  citizens.  It  is  under  the 
obligation  growing  out  of  these  considerations,  that  I  feel  my¬ 
self  called  upon  to  place  the  subject  of  these  remarks  before 
you,  as  one  which  involves  the  most  important  interests,  and 
which  I  doubt  not  will  receive  at  your  hands  a  careful  in¬ 
vestigation,  and  such  action  as  the  public  good  require. 

An  application  is  now  pending  before  the  Common  Coun¬ 
cil,  for  an  increase  of  pay  to  the  night  watch.  The  services 
required  of  this  body  of  citizens,  are  arduous  in  their  charac¬ 
ter,  and  of  great  importance  to  the  public  safety ;  it  is  alike 
just  and  expedient,  therefore,  that  such  compensation  should 
be  allowed,  as  will  secure  a  faithful  and  efficient  discharge 
of  this  responsible  duty.  When  this  question  shall  be  con¬ 
sidered,  I  would  recommend  the  passage  of  an  Ordinance 
establishing  the  time  at  which  the  watch  shall  be  set.  The 
committee  having  charge  of  this  subject,  adopted  in  1822  a 
regulation  requiring  that  the  watch  should  be  set  at  the  fol¬ 
lowing  hours,  viz. 
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From  the  20th  May  to  the  20th  July,  at  9  o’clock. 

From  the  20th  July  to  the  20th  August,  at  half  past  8 
o’clock. 

From  the  20th  August  to  the  20th  September,  at  8  o’clock. 

From  the  20th  September  to  the  20th  October,  at  half  past 
7  o’clock. 

From  the  20th  October  to  the  20th  February,  at  7  o’clock. 

From  the  20th  February  to  the  20th  March,  at  half  past 
7  o’clock. 

From  the  20th  March  to  the  20th  April,  at  8  o’clock. 

From  the  20th  April  to  the  20th  May,  at  half  past  8 
o’clock. 

In  my  opinion,  the  time  fixed  by  this  regulation  is  too  late 
for  the  public  good,  and  I  therefore  recommend  the  passage 
of  an  ordinance  requiring  the  Watch  to  be  set  throughout  the 
year,  a  half  hour  in  advance  of.  the  present  time.  There 
would  seem  to  be  propriety  also,  in  adopting  ,a  still  earlier 
hour  for  Sunday  evenings ;  on  this  subject,  however,  discre¬ 
tion  might  be  exercised.  If  the  Watch  were  required  to  as¬ 
semble  at  their  respective  stations  on  Sunday  evenings,  and 
on  special  occasions,  as  early  as  six  o’clock  from  February  to 
October — and  half  past  six  o’clock  from  October  to  Februa¬ 
ry  ;  circumstances  having  reference  to  the  lightness  of  the 
streets,  and  the  situation  of  the  city,  could  determine  the  ne¬ 
cessity  of  commencing  the  tour  of  duty  in  advance  of  the 
regular  hour.  Believing  that  whatever  relates  to  this  branch 
of  the  public  service,  is  of  material  consequence  to  the  well 
being  of  the  community,  I  submit  the  preceding  suggestions 
to  your  consideration. 

The  next  subject'  to  which  I  shall  ask  your  attention,  is  one 
that  deserves,  as  I  doubt  not  it  will  receive,  your  serious  de¬ 
liberation.  Among  the  most  responsible  duties  devolved 
upon  the  magistracy,  is  that  which  relates  to  the  preservation 
of  public  order  ;  and  the  security,  through  an  efficient  ad¬ 
ministration  of  the  laws,  of  the  rights  and  property  of  the  citi¬ 
zens.  It  has  been,  and  I  trust  it  will  continue  to  be,  a  sub- 
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ject  of  proud  satisfaction  that  our  institutions  were  founded 
on  a  government  of  laws.  We  must  not,  however,  place  too 
great  reliance  upon  that  deference  for  the  laws,  which  ought 
to  prevail  among  an  intelligent  and  moral  people.  Recent 
and  repeated  indications  have  been  given,  that  our  commu¬ 
nity  is  composed  in  part  of  those,  who  will  submit  only  to  the 
strong  arm  of  power.  It  is  the  part  of  justice  and  humanity, 
to  impress  upon  the  minds  of  the  evil  disposed  among  us  the 
knowledge,  that  sufficient  power  is  vested  in  the  public  au¬ 
thorities  to  maintain  the  laws  and  preserve  order,  and  that  in 
no  instance  will  the  exercise  of  that  power  be  remitted. 

Our  population  is  rapidly  increasing  in  numbers,  and  is 
gradually  becoming  dispersed  throughout  the  entire  limits  of 
the  city  government.  This  fact  sufficiently  indicates  the  ne¬ 
cessity  of  an  increase  of  the  force  at  the  disposal  of  the  ma¬ 
gistrates.  In  several  instances,  it  has  become  my  painful 
duty  to  call  upon  the  military,  to  assist  in  quelling  riots  and 
restoring  the  public  pence.  This  duty  has  always  been  per¬ 
formed  with  alacrity  and  efficiency,  combined  with  a  proper 
forbearance  towards  offending  individuals.  These  occurren¬ 
ces  have  brought  in  question  the  propriety  of  appealing  to 
the  military  power  in  aid  of  the  civil  authority.  In  regard  to 
the  legal  right  of  the  magistrates  to  employ  military  force  to 
sustain  the  laws,  and  the  propriety  of  exercising  that  right, 

I  entertain  no  doubt.  Nor  shall  I  ever  hesitate  to  invoke  that 
assistance  in  the  exercise  of  all  its  energies,  whenever  the 
civil  power  of  the  magistrates  is  found  to  be  insufficient  to 
maintain  the  supremacy  of  the  laws.  Entertaing  these 
views  upon  mature  consideration,  it  is,  nevertheless,  my  de¬ 
cided  conviction,  that  the  Common  Council  owe  it  to  the 
character  of  the  city,  and  to  the  peace  and  safety  of  the  com¬ 
munity,  to  provide  such  additional  civil  force  as  will  be  ade¬ 
quate  to  answer  all  probable  demands  for  the  maintenance 
of  public  order.  I  hold  it  to  be  the  duty  of  the  constituted 
authorities  to  secure  the  services  of  civil  officers  sufficient 
to  sustain  them  in  the  exercise  of  their  official  functions:  and 
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our  reliance  should  be  mainly  upon  similar  means  for  the 
preservation  of  the  great  interests  committed  to  our  guardi¬ 
anship. 

The  necessity  and  importance  of  an  efficient  and  well  re¬ 
gulated  Police,  has  heretofore  been  presented  by  me  to  the 
Common  Council,  and  in  calling  your  attention  to  the  sub¬ 
ject  at  this  time,  I  feel  assured  of  your  hearty  concurrence 
in  every  suggestion  which  promises  to  advance  the  welfare 
of  our  constituents.  The  elements  of  our  present  system  of 
police  I  believe  to  be  good,  and  the  character  of  the  magis¬ 
trates  connected  with  the  department  is  a  warrant  for  the 
faithful  discharge  of  their  duties.  The  principal  point  to 
which  I  desire  to  direct  your  attention,  therefore,  is  the  ne¬ 
cessity  of  a  very  considerable  increase  in  the  physical  strength 
of  the  civil  police,  to  enable  that  branch  of  the  city  govern¬ 
ment  to  answer  every  reasonable  demand  for  protection  to 
the  citizens.  The  obligation  to  ensure  this  protection  rests 
upon  the  public  authorities,  and  its  performance  should  nev¬ 
er  contemplate  a  recourse  to  military  power  except  in  cases  of 
extraordinary  emergency.  When  such  occur,  the  applica 
tion  for  military  aid  should  be  prompt,  and  its  action  energet. 
ic  and  decided.  The  practicability  of  ensuring  complete 
protection  to  the  community,  by  the  unaided  efforts  of  the 
civil  police,  has  been  tested  successfully  in  other  cities,  and 
we  may  well  profit  by  their  example.  The  additional  ex¬ 
pense,  growing  out  of  any  considerable  increase  in  the  po¬ 
lice  department,  may  be  a  ground  of  objection  to  the  course 
suggested.  I  do  not,  however,  consider  it  one  which  should 
have  any  weight  whatever.  No  right  can  be  dearer  to  the 
citizen  than  to  be  protected  in  his  person  and  property,  and 
secured  against  dangerous  disruptions  of  the  public  peace. 
I  feel  assured,  therefore,  that  any  reasonable  increase  of  tax¬ 
ation,  which  results  from  measures  tending  to  the  permanent 
security  of  public  order  and  tranquility  will  be  submitted 
by  the  citizens  of  New  York,  with  the  most  cheerful  una¬ 
nimity. 
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Our  citizens  have  many  and  strong  reasons  to  be  grateful 
to  a  kind  Providence,  for  blessings  showered  upon  them  as 
a  community  during  the  past  year.  Uninterrupted  public 
health — unexampled  business  prosperity — a  rapidly  increas- 
ing  population— growing  intelligence  among  the  people— and 
a  steady  augmentation  of  individual  and  public  wealth,  im¬ 
pose  on  us  obligations  of  gratitude  which  ought  not  to  be 
forgotten  in  this  review  of  our  situation  and  prospects.  A 
portion,  and  that  one  of  the  richest  of  our  city  has  indeed 
been  desolated  by  a  calamity  unprecedented  of  its  kind  in  the 
history  of  ravages  by  fire.  But  even  this  affliction,  great  as 
it  was  in  reality,  overwhelming  as  it  may  have  proved  to  the 
fortunes  of  some  of  our  citizens,  has  not  been  without  cir¬ 
cumstances  of  mitigation.  The  extensive  resources  and  ir¬ 
repressible  energies  of  our  citizens,  were  developed  by  the 
magnitude  of  the  calamity ;  and  it  will  be  a  proud  record 
for  the  pages  of  our  history,  that  not  a  single  mercantile 
failure  resulled  from  a  conflagration,  which  destroyed  in 
one  night  over  twenty  millions  of  -property,  and  dislodged 
more  than  six  hundred  mercantile  firms.  Adversity  may¬ 
be  profitable  when  it  teaches  us  properly  to  estimate  our 
knowledge  and  resources,  and  at  the  same  time  inculcates 
lessons  of  wisdom  for  the  future. 

CORNELIUS  W.  LAWRENCE. 


DOCUMENT  NO.  2. 


BOARD  OF  ALDERMEN, 

JULY  6th,  1836. 


The  following  communication  from  the  Select  Committee 
under  the  law  relative  to  the  purchase  of  bonds  and 
mortgages  from  the  Insurance  Companies,  together 
with  the  accompanying  Law,  was  read,  adopted  and 
directed  to  be  sent  to  the  Board  of  Assistants  for  con¬ 
currence. 

J.  MORTON,  Clerk. 


The  Committee  appointed  under  the  9th  section  of  the 
Law  providing  for  the  purchase  of  mortgages  from  the  In¬ 
surance  Companies, 

Respectfully  communicate  to  the  Common  Council  : 

That  on  examining  the  applications  for  money  under 
this  law,  they  found  the  amount  of  bonds  and  mortgages  for. 
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which  it  is  necessary  to  provide  means  in  order  to  relieve 
the  Companies  is  one  million  one  hundred  and  forty-two 
thousand  dollars. 

The  amount  of  money  now  on  hand  applicable  to  this 
purpose  is  $ 139,398  60.  In  addition  to  which-  the  Com¬ 
missioners  of  the  Sinking  Fund  have  about  $200,000, 
which  they  are  willing  to  invest  in  this  fund,  if  allowed  by 
the  Common  Council.  After  deducting  these  sums  there 
will  remain  a  deficiency  of  upwards  of  $700,000. 

The  time  for  purchasing  these  mortgages  will  expire  on 
the  16th  July  instant,  and  as  it  is  very  desirable  that  relief 
should  be  afforded  if  possible,  and  as  there  appears  to  be  no 
other  mode  by  which  the  same  can  be  obtained  within  that 
period,  your  Committee  recommend  the  passage  of  an  Ordi¬ 
nance  authorising  the  Comptroller,  under  the  direction  of 
this  Committee,  to  receive  offers  for  that  amount  of  Fire 
Loan  Stock,  redeemable  at  any  period  within  the  17  years 
allowed  by  law.  In  this  way  your  Committee  believe  the 
money  will  be  raised  and  relief  can  be  afforded. 

The  only  objection  to  this  measure  is  the  extension  of  the 
time  fixed  for  the  redemption  of  the  City  Stock,  and  the 
possibility  that  money  may  collect  in  the  Sinking  Fund 
from  the  payment  of  the  mortgages  to  a  large  amount  before 
any  part  of  the  stock  can  be  redeemed. 

If  so,  however,  it  is  probable  that  the  stock  already  issued 
may  be  purchased  at  a  small  advance,  and  your  Committee 
also  propose  the  passage  of  a  section  allowing  the  Comp¬ 
troller,  under  the  direction  of  the  Committee,  to  receive  pay¬ 
ment  for  the  bonds  and  mortgages  in  the  stock  issued  for 
them. 

If  this  is  adopted,  it  will  add  to  the  value  of  the  stock,  and 
at  the  same  time  will  be  providing  a  way  in  which  some  of 
this  stock  may  be  redeemed  before  it  becomes  due. 

Your  Committee  have  also  prepared  a  section  allowing 


19 


[Doc.  No.  2. 

the  Commissioners  of  the  Sinking  Fund  to  subscribe  for 
stock  to  the  amount  of  money  in  their  hands,  and  they  beg 
leave  to  recommend  the  adoption  of  the  following  Ordinance 
by  the  Common  Council. 

R.  R.  WARD,  i 

D.  P.  INGRAHAM,  I  Joint  Com- 

JOHN  V,  GREENFIELD  \mittee  on  Six 
C.  S.  WOODHULL,  ’  J  Loan . 


A  LAW 

Further  to  amend  a  Law  “  to  regulate  the  purchase  of 
Bonds  and  Mortgages  which  belonged  on  the  18th  day 
of  December  in  the  year  1835,  to  any  of  the  Fire  Insu¬ 
rance  Companies  in  the  city  of  New  York,  whose  capital 
may  have  been  impaired  by  losses  occasioned  by  the  fire 
of  the  16th  and  17th  of  that  month,  and  to  provide  the 
funds  necessary  for  that  purpose.” 

The  Mayor,  Aldermen  and  Commonalty  of  the  city  of 
New- York,  in  Common  Council  convened,  do  ordain  as  fol¬ 
lows  : 


§  1.  The  Comptroller  is  hereby  authorised  under  the  di¬ 
rection  of  the  Select  Committee,  mentioned  in  the  9th  sec¬ 
tion  of  the  law  hereby  amended,  to  receive  and  accept  pro¬ 
posals  at  any  time  previous  to  the  hour  of  four  o’clock  in  the 
afternoon  the  12thdayof  July  inst.  for  a  loan  of  not  exceeding 
seven  hundred  thousand  dollars,  at  an  interest  of  five  per 
cent,  per  annum,  and  redeemable  within  seventeen  years 
from  the  16th  day  of  January  last,  upon  any  portion  of  the 
stock  authorised  to  be  issued  by  the  law  hereby  amended, 
lot  already  subscribed  for  or  issued.  Provided,  that  offers 
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made  for  the  said  loan  or  parts  thereof  for  the  shortest  period 
or  periods,  and  a  rate  or  rates  not  less  than  par  shall  be  pre- 
ferred. 

§  2.  The  Commissioners  of  the  Sinking  Fund  of  the  city 
of  NewYork,  are  hereby  authorised  to  invest  such  monies 
as  may  remain  in  their  hands  belonging  to  the  said  fund,  in 
the  said  loan,  or  purchase  of  the  said  stock  under  the  direc¬ 
tion  of  the  said  Committee. 

§  3.  It  shall  be  lawful  for  the  said  Comptroller  when  au¬ 
thorised  so  to  do  by  the  said  Committee,  to  receive  the  said 
stock  at  par  in  payment  of  the  amount  due  upon  any  bond 
and  mortgage  which  shall  have  been  purchased  under  the 
law  hereby  amended,  or  to  sell  any  such  bond  and  mortgage 
and  to  take  the  said  stock  in  payment  therefor  ;  and  the  14th 
section  of  the  law  hereby  amended  shall  be  applicable  to  all 
assignments  which  may  be  required  to  be  executed  in  pur¬ 
suance  of  this  section. 

§  4.  All  the  provisions  of  the  law  hereby  amended,  ex¬ 
cept  so  far  as  they  may  be  inconsistent  with  this  law,  shall 
be  applicable  to  the  stock  which  may  be  issued  in  pursuance 
of  this  law. 


DOCUMENT  NO.  3. 


BO  AMD  OF  ALDERMEN, 

JULY  6th,  1836. 


The  Special  Committee  appointed  to  revise  the  Rules  of 
the  Board,  presented  the  following  report  thereon,  which 
was  read,  and  the  thirty-fourth  rule  thereof  adopted. 
The  residue  of  the  report  was  ordered  to  he  laid  on  the 
table  and  printed  for  the  use  of  the  members. 

J.  MORTON,  Clerk. 


The  Committee  appointed  to  revise  the  rules  of  the  Board 
of  Aldermen 

Respectfully  Report: 

That  your  Committee  have  performed  the  duty  assigned 
to  them,  and  recommend  the  amendment  of  the  rules  refer¬ 
red  to  them  as  follows,  viz  : 
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In  the  1st  and  3d  rules  ,  to  strike  out  eight  and  insert 
“  nine.” 

This  alteration  becomes  necessary  to  comply  with  the 
provisions  of  the  charter  requiring  a  majority  of  the  whole 
number  to  form  a  quorum. 

In  the  9th  rule  to  strike  out  the  last  paragraph  from  the 
word  “  original”  to  the  end  and  insert  the  following,  viz : 

The  order  of  business,  which  shall  not  be  departed  from 
except  by  the  consent  of  nine  members  voting  therefor,  shall 
be  as  follows,  viz : 

First,  Presentation  of  Petitions. 

Second,  Reports  of  Committees. 

Third,  Communications  and  Reports  from  the  Depart¬ 
ments  or  Corporation  Offices. 

Fourth,  Unfinished  business. 

Fifth,  Special  Orders  of  the  day. 

Sixth,  General  Orders  of  the  day. 

Seventh,  Motions  and  Resolutions. 

Eight,  Messages  or  papers  from  the  Mayor  and  Board  of 
Assistants,  may  be  considered  at  any  time. 

To  add  to  the  27th  rule  the  following,  “  and  in  all  appro¬ 
priations  of  public  money,  the  ayes  and  nays  shall  be  called 
by  the  Clerk,  and  recorded.” 

To  amend  the  34th  rule  as  follows,  the  16th  Committee 
to  be  called  Committee  “  on  Wharves  Piers  and  Slips,”  and 
to  add  17th  on  Public  Lands  and  Places. 

Eighteenth,  on  Salaries. 

Nineteenth,  On  Ordinances. 

Your  Commitee  are  of  opinion,  that  the  addition  of  these 
Committees  will  expedite  the  public  business  and  will  be  in 
accordance  with  the  Standing  Committees  of  the  other 
Board,  and  recommend  the  adoption  of  the  rules  so  amend¬ 
ed.  They  also  recommend  the  adoption  of  the  following 
additional  rules,  viz : 

Thirty-six,  The  President  may  call  special  meetings  of 


23  [Doc.  No.  3. 

the  Board,  whenever  in  his  judgment  the  interests  of  the 
city  may  require  it. 

■Thirty-seven,  The  applications  and  resolutions  relative 
to  streets  above  42d  street,  shall  be  referred  to  the  Committee 
on  Roads  and  Canals. 

Thirty-eight,  The  President  shall  be  ex-officio,  a  mem. 
ber  of  all  Committees,  but  a  majority  of  such  Committee 
exclusive  of  the  President,  shall  be  sufficient  to  agree  upon 
a  report. 

Respectfully  submitted. 


D.  P.  INGRAHAM, 

P.  A.  TALLMADGE, 
J.  P.  WHITEHEAD. 


DOCUMENT  NO.  4. 


boakd  op  aldermen, 

JULY  18th,  1836. 


The  Committee  on  Laws ,  Spc,  to  whom  had  been  referred 
the  annexed  resolution  relative  to  dogs  running  at  large. 
Presented  the  following  report  thereon ,  with  a  law  rela¬ 
tive  thereto  which  was  read ,  report  adopted  and  law 
passed,  and  directed  to  be  sent  to  the  Board  of  Assis¬ 
tants  for  concurrence. 

J.  MORTON,  Clerk. 


The  Committee  on  Laws  have  had  under  consideration 
the  following  resolution,  offered  at  the  last  meeting  of  the 
Board  by  the  Aldermen  of  the  First  Ward. 

Resolved,  That  the  Committee  on  Laws  be  requested  to 
take  into  their  immediate  consideration  the  Laws  and  ordi¬ 
nances  concerning  dogs  and  to  revise  the  same  with  a  view 
of  making  them  effectual  and  ensuring  their  faithful  execu¬ 
tion. 
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This  subject  has  received  the  early  attention  of  the  com¬ 
mittee  they  being  well  aware  that  it  requires  the  immediate 
action  of  the  Common  Council,  several  well  authenticated 
cases  of  hydrophobia  have  occurred  the  present  season  and 
great  numbers  of  dogs  having  apparently  no  owners,  prowl 
about  the  streets  and  public  places  to  the  danger  of  all  the 
inhabitants  and  especially  to  the  great  risk  of  women  and 
children.  That  some  very  decided,  effective,  and  immediate 
measures  are  required  to  correct  the  fearful  evils  arising 
from  the  unrestrained  liberty  of  these  noxious  animals  is 
the  opinion  of  all  reasonable  men,  and  the  public  look  with 
much  interest  to  the  proceedings  of  the  Common  Council 
believing  that  they  have  the  power  as  they  know  the  mem¬ 
bers  to  have  the  inclination  to  stop  the  mischief  at  once. 

On  examining  the  present  ordinance  respecting  dogs,  it 
is  found  defective  in  several  particulars.  The  duties  of  the 
Register  are  specified,  but  no  provision  is  made  for  his  ap¬ 
pointment,  and  it  is  therefore  a  matter  of  doubt  whether  he 
can  legally  act  as  such  officer.  The  effect  of  the  registry  as 
far  as  it  has  been  carried  into  operation  has  been  of  little 
utility  and  of  very  unequal  operation  upon  the  owners. 
But  few  individuals  comparatively,  have  been  called  upon 
to  pay  the  tax,  and  in  cages  of  refusals  to  pay  the  number  is 
very  limited  who  have  been  compelled  by  law  to  comply 
with  the  ordinance. 

A  much  more  effectual  ordinance  existed  a  few  years 
since.  Under  its  provisions  in  a  single  season  more  than 
four  thousand  dogs  were  destroyed,  and  the  streets  and 
public  places  were  freed  from  this  nuisance.  As  that  ordi¬ 
nance  proved  to  be  sufficient  for  all  the  purposes  intended) 
the  Committee  recommend  its  re-enactment  in  substance  in 
the  form  of  amendments  to  the  existing  ordinance.  The 
most  material  of  the  proposed  amendments  confers  upon  all 
persons  the  right  of  destroying  dogs  found  loose  or  at  large 
an  this  city  and  bestowing  a  premium  of  fifty  cents  per  head 
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for  each  dog  so  destroyed.  The  claimant  making  proof 
before  the  City  Inspector  upon  whose  certificate  the  bounty 
is  to  be  paid  by  the  Corporation. 

The  Committee  have  also  thought  it  advisable  to  intro¬ 
duce  a  section  appointing  a  Register  of  dogs,  in  order  to  pre¬ 
vent  all  doubt  or  cavil  as  to  the  legality  of  his  future  acts 
and  under  the  present  emergency  of  the  case,  they  also  re¬ 
commend  that  he  should  be  authorised  to  appoint  four  per- 
sons.for  three  months  at  a  fixed  daily  compensation,  to  assist 
in  the  discharge  Of  his  duty.  With  the  aid  thus  given  to 
the  Register,  and  the  right  to  destroy  dogs  and  receive  a 
bounty  conferred  upon  the  whole  community,  the  Com¬ 
mittee  believe  that  the  existing  evils  will  at  once  be  dimin¬ 
ished  and  very  shortly  be  entirely  removed. 

In  one  of  the  principal  cities  of  Europe,  the  destruction  of 
dogs  is  entrusted  to  the  Police.  The  Officers  of  that  branch 
of  the  magistracy,  cause  poisoned  meat  to  be  distributed. 
The  mode  is  represented  to  be  very  effectual,  and  the  only 
care  required,  is  the  removal  of  the  carcasses.  The  Com¬ 
mittee  have  had  that  practice  under  consideration  ;  but  in¬ 
asmuch  as  the  Law  proposed  has  been  sanctioned  by  former 
usage  in  this  city,  they  do  not  feel  justified,  in  recommending 
any  material  innovation.  It  being  of  the  first  importance 
to  introduce  a  plan  which  may  at  once,  as  the  Committee 
trust  will  be  the  case,  with  the  proposed  amendments,  prove 
'  satisfactory  to  the  Common  Council. 

R.  R.  WARD, 

D.  P.  INGRAHAM, 

F.  A.  TALLMADGE. 


A  LAW 


Amending  a  Law  entitled  “«  Law  concerning  Dogs” 

1.  Be  it  ordained  by  the  Mayor,  Aldermen  and  Common- 
vened  7  °f  NeW’York>  in  Co™  Council  con- 

That  no  dog  shall  hereafter  be  suffered  to  go  loose,  or  at 
large  m  the  City  and  County  of  New-Yofk,  under  the 
penalty  of  twenty  five  dollars  for  each  offence,  to  be  paid  by 
the  owner  or  possessor  thereof.  ^  y 

V^End0g  f0Und  l00Se  0r  at  lar2e  in  the  City  Of  New 

be  ime  to  be  ^S**?**#  of  the  ™ner  or  not,  shall 
pliable  to  be  seized  and  killed  by  any  person  or  persons 
whomsoever,  who  shall  cause  the  carcase  of  every  dog  by 
him  or  them  seized  and  killed  to  be  forthwith  removed  and 

NonhoTE  tRTWenty'eighth  ^  °r  thr°Wn  int0  the 
North  or  East  River,  and  for  every  dog  so  killed  and  re 

moved,  the  person  or  persons  killing  and  removing  the  same 
shall  be  entitled  to  receive  the  sum  of  fifty  cents  from  the 
treasury,  on  giving  satisfactory  evidence  to  the  City  Inspec- 
*  hat  ®Uch  had  not  to  his  knowledge  been  brought 

ir; :  rj  ocv;r  ,h  v purpose  and «  ^  » 

killed  in  the  City  of  Nqw-York,  and  the  City  Inspector  shall 
certify  «he  same  to  the  Comptroller,  J  toenp  “ 

authorized  to  pay  the  same.  P  n 

3.  No  person  shall  hinder  or  molest  any  person  or  persons 
who  may  be  engaged  in  seizing  and  tilling  any  dog  or  in 
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removing  the  carcase  thereof  under  the  penalty  of  one  hun¬ 
dred  dollars  for  each  offence. 

4.  There  shall  bo  appointed  by  the  Mayor  a  discreet  and 
proper  person  to  be  known  as  Register  and  Collector  of 
dogs  for  the  City  of  New-York,  to  hold  his  office  during  the 
pleasure  of  the  Mayor, 

5.  It  shall  be  the  duty  of  the  said  Register  to  perform  all 
the  duties  and  conform  to  all  the  provisions  contained  in  the 
brdinance  entitled  “  a  law  concerning  dogs.” 

The  said  Register  Shall  before  entering  on  the  duties  of 
his  office  Jake  and  subscribe  an  oath  or  affirmation  faithfully 
to  perform  the  duties  thereof. 

6.  It  shall  be  the  duty  of  the  said  Register  to  employ  four 
suitable  and  proper  persons,  to  be  approved  of  by  the  Mayor 
to  carry  into  effect  the  provisions  of  this  law,  for  the  period 
of  three  months  from  the  passage  of  this  act  and  no  longer 
who  shall  be  paid  two  dollars  per  day,  for  each  day  they 
shall  be  so  employed. 

7.  So  much  of  the  provisions  of  the  law  concerning  dogs 
its  is  inconsistent  herewith  is  hereby  repealed; 
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BOARD  OF  ALDERMEN, 

JULY  18,  1836. 


The  following  Report  of  the  Street  Commissioner,  rela¬ 
tive  to  Contractors  on  Streets  and  Roads,  who  have  not 
complied  with  their  Contracts,  within  the  time  therein 
limited,  was  referred  to  the  Committee  on  Roads  and 
Streets,  and  ordered  to  be  printed. 

J.  MORTON,  Clerk. 


To  the  Honorable,  the  Board  of  Aldermen : 

In  obedience  to  the  annnexed  Resolution,  Resolved,  That 
the  Street  Commissioner  report  to  this  Board,  the  names  of 
Contractors  for  work  on  the  Streets  and  Roads,  who  have 
not  complied  with  their  contracts  within  the  time  fixed 
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therein,  specifying  the  work  contracted  for,  the  time  fixed  for 
its  completion,  the  penalty  of  the  Bonds,  and  the  reasons,  if 
any  are  known  to  him  why  the  same  is  not  completed. 

The  Street  Commissioner  herewith  respectfully  reports 
the  following. 


CONTRACTS. 

OBLIGATION. 

NAMES  OF  CONTRACTORS. 

When  Signed. 

When  Expired. 

Bond. 

Penalty 

REMARKS. 

f 

per  day. 

1835 

1835 

Thomas  Cummings, 

Eighth  Avenue,  paving  from  21st  to  24th  street, 

1st  May 

1st  September 

500 

5 

Progressing  slowly. 

Thomas  Cummings, 

Union  Place,  paving, 

1835 

12th  June 

1835 

1st  November 

500 

5 

Do. 

Thomas  Cummings, 

7th  Avenue,  curb  and  gutter  from  Greenwich  lane 

1835 

1835 

to  21st  street, 

27th  July 

1st  September 

500 

5 

Not  commenced,  readvertised. 

Thomas  Cummings, 

5th  Avenue,  curb  and  gutter  from  14th  to  21st 

1835 

1835 

street, 

27th  July 

1st  November 

500 

5 

Recontracted  to  Peter  Smith. 

Thomas  Cummings, 

19th  street,  curb  and  gutter  from  Bloomingdale  Road 

1835 

1835 

Recontracted  to  Wm.  Forgay. 

to  6th  Avenue, 

6th  Avenue,  curb  and  gutter  from  17th  to  21st 

27th  July 

15th  October 

500 

5 

Thomas  Cummings, 

1835 

1835 

street, 

27th  July 

1st  September 

500 

5 

Not  commenced,  readvertised. 

Thomas  Cummings, 

15th  street,  curb  and  gutter  from  the  8th  Avenue  to 

1835 

the  Hudson  river, 

1st  November 

500 

Christopher  Keys, 

8th  street,  filling  between  Avenues  B  and  D, 

1835 

22d  October 

1836 

1st  May 

1000 

Progressing  slowly. 

Thomas  Cummings, 

27th  street,  filling  from  Hudson  river  to  9th  Ave¬ 
nue, 

1835 

7th  October 

1835 

1st  December 

Robert  Pettigrew, 

3d  Avenue,  sidewalks  from  28th  to  40th  street, 

1835 

17th  September 

1835 

1st  December 

500 

Robert  Pettigrew, 

5th  Avenue,  working  a  road  from  92d  street  to  1 07th 

1835 

1836 

street, 

31st  October 

1st  March 

500 

Recontracted  to  James  D.  Latimer. 

Robert  Pettigrew, 

79th  street,  working  from  5th  to  3d  Avenue, 

1835 

31st  October 

1836 

1st  February 

Robert  Pettigrew, 

79th  street,  working  from  3d  Avenue  to  Harlaem 
river, 

9th  street,  regulating  from  Tompkins  square  to  Ave¬ 

1835 

12th  March 

1836 

1st  June 

500 

Patrick  McBarran, 

1835 

1835 

Progressing  slowly. 

nue  C, 

20th  April 

1st  November 

500 

5 

Samuel  Boyd, 

4th  Avenue,  paving  from  Union  Place  to  28th 
street, 

1835 

15th  May 

1S35 

1st  November 

500 

5 

SSOCSUMBNT  HO.  6- 


BOARD  OF  ALDERMEN, 

JULY  18,  1836. 


The  following  Report  of  the  Committee  on  Roads  and  Ca¬ 
nals,  in  favor  of  working  42  d  street,  from  Bloomingdale 
Road  to  Tenth  Avenue,  was  laid  on  the  table,  and  or¬ 
dered  printed. 

J.  MORTON,  Clerk. 


The  Committee  on  Roads  and  Canals,  to  whom  was  re¬ 
ferred  the  accompanying  papers  from  the  Board  of  Assistants, 


RESPECTFULLY  REPORT : 

That  they  concur  with  the  Committee  of  the  Board  of 
Assistants  in  their  report  on  this  subject  and  recommend  a 
concurrence  in  the  resolution  adopted  by  that  Board. 


D.  P.  INGRAHAM, 
AARON  CLARK, 

JOHN  Y.  GREENFIELD, 


Committee  on 
Roads  Canals. 
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Resolved,  That  it  be  referred  to  the  Committee  on  Roads 
and  Canals  to  inquire  into  the  expediency  of  working  Forty- 
second  street,  from  the  Bloomingdale  road  to  the  Hudson 
river. 

The  Committee  on  Roads  and  Canals  to  whom  was  refer¬ 
red  the  annexed  resolution  id  favor  of.  working  Forty- 
second  street  from  the  Bloomingdale  road  to  the  Hudson 
riveS1, 

RESPECTFULLY  REPORT: 

That  there  is  not  sufficient  road  leading  from  the  Tenth 
Avenue  in  the  vicinity  of  Forty-second  street,  and  as  that 
avenue  will  be  soon  closed  for  some  time  by  grading  and 
working  the  same  which  is  now  under  contract,  all  the 
travel  from  that  region  will  be  turned  through  this  street. 

The  Timber  Basin,  which  is  being  constructed  by  the 
Corporation,  is  located  at  the  foot  of  this  street,  where  build¬ 
ing  materials  and  other  articles  will  be  landed,  rendering  an 
access  thereto  indispensable. 

The  foregoing  are  among  the  reasons  which  impress 
upon  the  minds  of  your  Committee,  that  the  public  necessity 
requires  that  the  object  embraced  in  the  resolution  referred 
to  them  should  be  carried  into  effect,  and  therefore  they 
offer  the  following  resolution. 

Resolved,  (if  'the  Board  of  Aldermen  concur,)  That 
Forty-second  street  be  worked  from  the  Bloomingdale  road 
to  the  Tenth  Avenue,  and  the  sum  of  #1000  is  hereby  ap¬ 
propriated  .for  thegsame.  *  v 

A.  Y.  WILLIAMS,  )  _ 

J.  WESTERVELT  (  Committee  on 
H.  ERBEN,  ’  \  Roads  <$f  Canals. 


DOCUMENT  W©.  7- 


BOABB  OF  ALDERMEN, 

JULY  25,  1836. 


The  Finance  Committee  presented  the  following  Report, 
on  the  petition  of  fLorillard,  for  a  set  off  of  awards 
against  an  assessment  for  widening  Gold-street ,  which 
was  read,  adopted,  and  'directed  to  he  sent  to  the  Board 
of  Assistants  for  concurrence. 

J.  MORTON,  Clerk. 


The  Finance  Committee,  to  whom  was  referred  the  peti¬ 
tion  of  Jacob  Lorillard,  praying  that  certain  awards  for 
damages  in  opening  streets,  may  be  set  off  against  assess¬ 
ments  for  benefits,  and  also  the  report,  <fcc.,  from  the  Board 
of  Assistants  thereon, 

REPORT : 

That  the  petitioner  states  that  he  is  assessed  for  the  widen- 
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ing  of  Gold-street,  upwards  of  $12,000,  and  is  to  receive  for 
the  same  object  upwards  of  $40p0,  and  from  the  extension  of 
Wooster-street,  upwards  of  $5000,  and  asks  that  the  Collec¬ 
tor  may  be  authorized  to  receive  the  balance  between  the 
amount  assessed  and  awarded,  and  that  the  accounts  be  set¬ 
tled. 

The  Board  of  Assistants  have  adopted  a  resolution  author¬ 
izing  such  a  set  off  of  the  amounts  awarded  to  Mr.  Lorillard 
in  his  own  name. 

On  reflection  your  Committee  have  come  to  the  conclusion 
that  it  is  not  safe  or  expedient,  to  set  off  awards  in  one  street 
against  assessments  in  another  There  are  various  reasons 
which  lead  to  this  conclusion. 

The  assessments  are  by  la\v  payable  60  days  before  the 
time  for  the  award,  during  all  which  time  claimants  other 
than  those  named  in  the  proceedings,  have  a  right  to  present 
their  claims,  and  those  having  liens  have  a  right  to  present 
them  and  stop  the  payment  of  these  awards.  If  a  settlement 
as  is  proposed  in  this  case,  should  be  made,  and  such  claims 
should  afterwards  be  presented  within  the  time  fixed  by  law, 
it  is  doubtful  whether  such  payment  would  exonerate  the 
Common  Council. 

The.  connecting  of  these  assessments  and  awards  in  the 
way  proposed,  would  alsp  lead  to  mistakes  and  errors.  The 
assessments  are  paid  to  one  officer,  the  awards  are  paid  by 
another.  The  duties  are  entirely  separate  and  unconnected) 
and  your  Committee  think  they  should  still  be  kept  so. 

There  is  also  another  objection  to  the  proposed  arrange¬ 
ment,  it  is,  that  by  the  law  individuals  who  do  not  pay  their  as¬ 
sessments  within  60  days,  are  charged  interest  on  the  amount 
assessed,  while  under  this  plan  the  individual  setting  off  one 
against  the  other,  would  be  placed  in  a  different  situation, 
and  would  receive- interest  on  his  award,  which  those  who 
have  no  award  but  are  assessed,  would  have  to  pay. 
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Your  Committee  make  these  remarks  in  reference  to  the 
subject  generally,  and  not  in  reference  particularly  to  the 
case  now  referred  to  them,  at  the  same  time  they  would  re¬ 
mark,  that  in  cases  of  this  nature  relief  ought  to  be  atforded, 
if  it  can  be  done  without  loss  to  the  public,  and  in  a  manner 
equally  fair  to  all.  This  they  think  can  be  attained  by  ex¬ 
tending  the  time  of  payment  of  a  portion  of  the  assessment 
equal  to  the  amount  awarded,  to  be  paid  with  interest  when 
the  award  becomes  payable.  In  this  way  the  property  is 
not  released  from  any  assessment  it  ought  to  bear,  nor  is  the 
city  exposed  to  incurring  any  liability  by  paying  .awards 
before  they  become  due. 

Your  Committee  recommend  that  such  a  course  be  pur¬ 
sued  in  the  present  case.  The  amount  of  assessment  against 
Mr.  Lorillard  for  widening  Gold-street,  is  -  $12,828  00 

The  award  to  him  on  Gold-street,  is  $3,100 
And  on  Wooster-s.treet  is  -  -  5,351  8,451  00 

Making  a  difference  of  -  $4,377  00 

This  sum  your  Committee  propose  shall  be  paid  by  Mr. 
Lorillard  to  the  Collector,  with  interest  from  the  first  of  May 
last,  onaccount  of  the  assessment  due  by  him,  and  that  the 
time  of  payment  of  the  residue,  be  extended  until  the  first 
day  of  September  next,  when  it  is  to  be  paid  with  .interest. 
This  will  enable  him,  if  then  entitled,  to  receive  the  awards 
and  discharge  the  assessments. 

Your  Committee  accordingly  offer  the  following  resolu¬ 
tions  : 

Resolved,  That  this  Board  non  concur  with  the  resolu¬ 
tion  adopted  by  the  Board  of  Assistants. 

Resolved,  That  the.Collector  of  the  assessments  for  widen¬ 
ing  Gold-street,  m;iy  receive  from  Jacob  Lorillard  the  sum 
of  $4(337  00,  with  interest  from  the  1st  of  May  last,  on  ac¬ 
count  of  the  assessment  against  him  for  widening  Gold-street, 
and  on  payment  thereof,  that  the  time  of  payment  of  the 
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residue  of  the  said  assessment  on  J.  Lorillard,  be  extended 
until  the  first  day  of  September  next,  at  which  time  the  same 
shall  be  payable  with  interest  from  the  1st  day  of  July,  1836, 
when  the  awards  for  damage  done  to  him  for  widening 
Gold-street  and  extending  Wooster-street,  will  be  payable. 

Respectfully  submitted. 


D.  P.  INGRAHAM, 

D.  BANKS, 

EDWARD  TAYLOR, 


Finance 

Committee, 


DOCUMENT  NO-  8. 


BOARD  OF  ALDERMEN 

JULY  25,  1836. 


The  Finance  Committee  presented  the  following  Report 
and  Law  on  the  petitions  of  Tomas  Riley  and  James 
W.  Roosevelt,  for  compensation  for  places  of  holding 
election,  which  was  read,  Report  and  Resolution  adopted j 
and  the  Law  laid  on  the  table  and  directed  to  be  printed 
for  the  use  of  the  members. 

J.  MORTON,  Clerk. 


The  Finance  Committee,  to  whom  was  referred  the  Ac¬ 
companying  petitions  of  Thomas  Riley  in  the  5th  Ward,  and 
James  W.  Roosevelt  in  the  16th  Ward,  asking  compensatidh 
for  rooms  used  during  the  last  election, 

RESPECTFULLY  REPORT: 

That  in  both  cases  the  accounts  appear  to  be  correct,  and 
are  certified  by  the  Inspectors  of  Elections  for  the  respective 
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Wards.  In  the  case  of  Thomas  Riley  the  amount  charged 
is  $40.  In  the  other  case  the  amount  is  $30.  From  the 
former  course  of  the  Common  Council  oh  this  subject,  your 
Committee  think  it  proper  to  pay  these  accounts  and  they 
submit  herewith  a  resolution  to  that  effect. 

At  the  same  time  the  Committee  are  of  opinion  that  some 
general  rule  should  be  adopted  on  the  subject. 

The  various  applications  from  the  different  Wards  annu¬ 
ally  to  the  Common  Council  for  these  purposes,  occupies 
unnecessarily  much  of  the  time  of  the  Boards  and  of  the 
Committees,  while  the  same  might  be  disposed  of  at  once  by 
the  Comptroller  under  a  general  provision  on  this  subject. 
The  very  great  increase  of  the  public  business  requires  that 
1  matters  of  this  nature  should  be  placed  under  the  charge  of 
the  officers  of  the  Common  Council,  instead  of  the  Boards 
themselves. 

Your  Committee  also  think  that  the  allowance  of  forty 
dollars  for  the  use  of  a  room  for  4  or  at  most  5  days,  is  a 
high  charge,  and  particularly  so  when  in  most  of  the  Wards 
the  place  of  holding  the  polls  is  sought  lor  as  a  source  of 
profit  in  other  ways. 

Under  this  view  of  the  subject,  your  Committee  herewith 
present  an  ordinance  providing  compensation  for  these  places 
to  be  paid  by  the  Comptroller  on  the  certificate  of  the  In¬ 
spectors,  without  the  necessity  of  an  application  to  the  Com¬ 
mon  Council,  and  they  propose  to  leave  the  amount  to  be 
fixed  by  the  Inspectors,  but  pot  in  any  case  to  exceed  thirty 
dollars. 

The  following  resolution  and  ordinance  are  recommended 
for  adoption : 

Resolved,  That  the  Comptroller  draw  a  warrant  in  favor 
of  Thomas  Riley  for  forty  dollars  for  the  use  of  his  room  in 
the  Fifth  Ward,  during  the  last  election,  and  that  he  also 
draw  a  warrant  in  favor  of  James  W.  Roosevelt  for  thirty 
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dollars  for  the  use  of  a  room  in  the  16th  Ward,  for  the  same 
purpose,  in  payment  of  their  accounts  presented  for  that  pur- 


Respectfully  submitted. 

D.  P.  INGRAHAM, 

D.  BANKS, 

EDWARD  TAYLOR, 


Finance 
Committee . 


A  LAW 

Relative  to  the  places  for  holding  Elections. 

The  Mayor,  Aldermen  and  Commonalty  of  the  City  of 
New-York,  in  Common  Council  convened,  do  ordain  as  fol¬ 
lows  : 

§  1.  The  Inspectors  of  Election  in  the  several  Wards  of 
this  city,  may  agree  to  pay  a  compensation  for  the  use  of  a 
room,  in  which  to  hold  any  election  at  which  they  may 
legally  preside,  not  exceeding  in  the  whole  the  sum  of  thirty 
dollars  for  any  one  election,  and  for  canvassing  the  votes 
thereafter. 

§  2.  The  Comptroller  shall  pay  such  sums  as  shall  be  so 
agreed  on  by  the  Inspectors,  not  exceeding  the  said  sum  of 
thirty  dollars,  for  any  one  election  on  receiving  a 
certificate  thereof  from  the  Inspectors  of  each  Ward  respec¬ 
tively,  in  which  such  election  is  held. 
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document  NO.  9. 


BOARD  OF  ALDERMEN, 


JULY  25,  1836. 


The  Committee  on  Roads  and  Canals  presented  the  fol¬ 
lowing  Report  on  the  Resolution  to  macadamize  .he  id 
Avenue,  from  125 th  street  to  130*A  street,  which  was  read, 
laid  on  the  table,  and  directed  to  be  printed  for  the  use 

of  Ike  members.  J.  MORTON,  Clerk. 


The  Committee  on  Roads  and  Canals,  to  whom  was  re¬ 
ferred  the  annexed  resolution,  relative  to  macadamizing  the 
3d  Avenue,  from  125th  street  to  130th  street, 

REPORT ; 

That  this  portion  of  the  Avenue  has  lately  been  graded 
and  regulated  at  the  expense  of  the  owners  of  the  adjoining 
lots,  and  the  curb  and  gutter  stones  have  been  set  thereon. 
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It  is  necessary  that  something  should  be  done  to  make  the 
Avenue  fit  for  travel  before  fall,  and  as  the  grade  is  now 
permanently  completed,  your  Committee  recommend  that 
the  same  be  macadamized. 

They  also  recommend,  that  the  portion  of  the  Avenue 
not  macadamized  be  paved  at  the  same  time,  so  as  to  complete 
that  part  of  the  road,  and  that  the  same  be  done  by  assess¬ 
ment  in  the  usual  manner,  and  they  offer  the  following  reso¬ 
lutions. 

Resolved ,  That  the  portion  of  the  Third  Avenue  between 
125th  and  130th  streets,  be  paved  to  the  width  of  10  feet  on 
each  side  from  the  curb  stone,  and  the  Street  Commissioner 
is  directed  to  present  the  necessary  ordinance  for  the  same, 
and  that  it  be  assessed  on  the  adjoining  lots,  in  the  usual 
manner. 

Resolved,  That  the  Street  Commissioner  cause  the  resi¬ 
due  of  the  3d  Avenue  between  125th  and  130th  streets,  to 
be  macadamized,,  and  that  the  same  be  charged  on  the  gen¬ 
eral  appropriation  for  roads. 

D.  P.  INGRAHAM, 

AARON  CLARK, 

JOHN  Y.  GREENFIELD, 


!  Committee 
on  Roads. 


DOCUMENT  NO.  10. 


BOARD  OF  ALDERMEN, 


JULY  25,  1836. 


The  Committee  on  Wharves ,  Piers  and  Slips,  presented 
thefollowing  Report,  on  the  application  of  the  Connecticut 
River  and  New  London  and  Norwich  Steamboat  Com¬ 
panies  for  part  of  Pier  No.  23,  Past  River,  which  was 
read,  adopted,  and  directed  to  be  sent  to ,  the  Board  of 
Assistants  for  concurrence. 

J.  MORTON,  Clerk. 


The  Committee  on  Wharves,  &c.  to  whom  were  referred 
the  petition  of  the  Connecticut  Steamboat  Company,  and  the 
New  London  and  Norwich  Steamboat  Company, 

RESPECTFULLY  REPORT ; 

That  the  petition  was  first  presented  to  the  present  Board 
of  Assistants  on  13th  June,  1836,  and  favorably  considered 
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there  June  27th,  on  a  report  from  the  Committee  oh  Wharves, 
&c.  of  that  Board. 

The  petition  sets  forth  that  these  Companies  have  had  the 
use  of  Pier  No.  23,  in  East  River,  for  their  steamboats  for 
several  years  past — that  for  the  last  few  weeks  they  have 
suffered  much  damage  to  themselves  and  inconvenience  to 
the  public,  by  transient  vessels  taking  possession  of  their  side 
of  said  pier  :  and  pray  for  permission  to  have  exclusive  use 
thereof  to  1st  May,  1837.  The  facts  set  forth  were  shown 
and  admitted  to  be  true.  The  prayer  of  this  petition  is  urged 
also  by  Reed,  gSturges  &  Co.,  Hicks,  Lawrence  &  Co.,  and 
by  one  hundred  and  thirty  other  very  respectable  mercantile 
establishments,  located  near  this  pier  and  in  other  parts  of 
the  city. 

A -remonstrance  is  also  before  this  Committee,  signed  by 
Tinkham  &  Hart,  and  twenty-four  others  of  the  very  respec¬ 
table  houses  of  the  city,  setting  forth  the  great  difficulty  and 
detention  to  which  large  vessels  are  subjected  in  procuring 
berths  at  our  wharves,  and  rendering  the  alledged  deep 
water  of  the  slip  adjoining  Pier  No.  23,  absolutely  necessary 
for  the  increasing  commerce  of  the  city ;  and  recommending 
that  steamboat  be  placed  in  slips  where  they  will  not  inter¬ 
fere  with  the  shipping  ! 

Another  document  in  the  nature  of  a  remonstrance,  and 
signed  by  some  whose  names  are  not  on  the  above  mention¬ 
ed  remonstrance,  states  that  on  16th  April,  1830,  the  Legis¬ 
lature  gave  to  the  Corporation  the  power  to  designate  certain 
piers  and  slips  for  exclusive  use  of  steamboats  ;  the  owners 
requesting  or  consenting  thereto — that  on  25th  April,  1831, 
the  southwest  side  of  Pier  No.  23,  usually  called  Steyens> 
wharf,  and  to  the  middle  of  the  basin  adjoining,  were  appro- 
propriated  exclusively  to  the  use  of  the  steamboats  Chancel¬ 
lor  Livingston,  Victory  and  Fanny.  This  ordinance  was 
to  continue  in  force  to  25th  April,  1834 :  this  was  passed 
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on  the  application  of  Samuel  Stevens  and  others.  This  re¬ 
monstrance  also  declares  that  the  said  southwest  side  of  Pier 
No.  23,  has  for  two  years  last  past,  (and  preceding  last  April) 
been  appropriated  to  the  sole  and  exclusive  use  of  certain 
steamboats  plying  in  the  sound,  making  a  period  in  all  of 
five  years.  And  this  paper  also  sets  forth  the  great  scarcity 
of  berths  for  slips — the  convenience  and  advantage  of  hav¬ 
ing  cargoes  landed  near  the  stores  of  the  owners  or  con¬ 
signees  :  and  recommends  the  location  of  the  steamboats  up 
town  and  in  shoal  water. 

On  referring  to  the  proceedings  of  the  Common  Council 
for  1832,  the  Committee  find  that  the  following  resolution 
was  approved  by  the  Mayor  on  20th  June,  1832,  viz  : 

“  Resolved ,  That  the  southwest  side  of  Pier  No.  23,  called 
Stevens’  wharf,  and  to  the  middle  of  the  basin,  be,  and  the 
same  is  hereby  appropriated  exclusively  to  the  use  of  the 
Steamboats  belonging  to  the  New  Haven,  Hartford,  Connec¬ 
ticut  River,  and  Norwich  Steamboat  Companies.” 

On  a  careful  examination  of  these  papers,  and  on  hearing 
the  parties,  the  Committee  find  that  the  owners  of  the  pre¬ 
mises  join  with  the  lessees  in  desiring  the  usual  occupation 
thereof  for  steamboats,  until  May  next,  when  the  lease  of  the 
present  petitioners  expires.  The  difference  between  all  con¬ 
cerned  is  one  of  private  interest  for  the  most  part.  Those 
who  own  the  steamboats  will  certainly  lose  much  by  being 
driven  away — and  some  of  the  mercantile  firms  will  be  sub¬ 
jected  to  additional  expense  of  cartage  if  they  cannot  use 
the  whole  of  the  slip  contended  for.  The  Committee  think 
that  duty  to  the  public  at  large,  to  the  merchants  and  travel¬ 
lers,  and  to  the  interest  of  all,  require  that  the  Common 
Council  should,  under  the  present  state  of  our  accommoda¬ 
tions,  use  every  exertion  to  preserve  the  just  and  equitable 
distribution  of  berths  among  all  descriptions  of  vessels  ;  and 
to  secure  them,  as  far  as  practicable  in  the  reasonable  use  of 
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them.  The  success  of  steam  is  of  vital  importance  to  the 
city.  Its  unspeakable  benefits  to  this  commercial  metropolis 
should  be  fostered  and  cherished  with  care:  at  the  same 
time  no  one  will  dispute  the  high  claims  to  encouragement 
and  aid  and  protection,  that  should  be  given,  and  most  liber¬ 
ally,  to  the  owners  and  navigators  of  ships  and  other  vessels 
not  propelled  by  steam.  But  it  will  be  noticed  that  the  land- 
ing  of  passengers  from  a  steam  vessel  is  altogether,  and  in 
many  very  essential  particulars,  greatly  different  from  that 
of  unloading  a  vessel  loaded  with  merchandize  ;  and  such 
boats  cannot  transact  the  very  useful  and  highly  important 
business  of  carrying  passengers  without  a  permanant  and 
uninterrupted  use  of  a  wharf  convenient  for  the  passengers. 
The  Committee  believe  that  it  is  not  proper  wholly  to  ex¬ 
clude  any  descriptions  of  vessels  from  any  quarter  of  the 
city.  The  reasoning  of  the  remonstrants  would  equally 
prevent  the  establishment  of  ferries  in  the  lower  part  of  the 
city,  from  any  point  in  the  neighborhood.  All  boats  for  the 
general  conveyance  of  passengers,  may  be  classed  among 
the  ferry  arrangements :  the  different  distances  of  their  ex¬ 
treme  places  making  no  difference  in  the  principle. 

The  Committee  of  the  Board  of  Assistants  have  recom¬ 
mended,  that  the  petition  in  this  case  should  be  referred  to 
the  Alderman  and  Assistant  of  the  Ward,  with  power,  until 
further  proceedings  of  the  Common  Council  thereon.  To 
this  proposition  this  Committee  beg  leave  respectfully  to  dis¬ 
sent— and,  as  expressing  the  unanimous  opinion  of  the  Com¬ 
mittee  of  the  Board  of  Aldermen,  they  recommend  the  adop¬ 
tion  of  the  two  following  resolutions : 

1st.  Resolved ,  That  the  Board  of  Aldermen  non-concur 
with  the  Board  of  Assistants  in  their  report  and  proceedings 
on  the  above  mentioned  petition. 

2d.  Resolved,  That  the  southwest  side  of  Pier  No.  23, 
usually  called  Stevens’  wharf,  and  to  the  middle  of  the  basin,, 
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be,  and  the  same  is  hereby  appropriated  exclusively  to  the 
use  of  the  steamboats  belonging  to  the  Connecticut  River 
Steamboat  Company,  and  the  New  London  and  Norwich 
Steamboat  Company,  until  the  first  day  of  May,  which  will 
be  in  the  year  of  our  Lord  one  thousand  eight  hundred  and 
thirty-seven,  and  no  longer. 

Respectfully  submitted  by 

AARON  CLARK,  1  Committee. 

D.  P.  INGRAHAM,  [  on  Wharves 

JOHN  V.  GREENFIELD, )  fyc. 


_ 


document  NO,  11. 


BOARD  OF  ALDERMEN, 


JULY  25,  1836. 


The  Committee  on  Joint  Rules,  presented  the  following 
report  which  was  read,  adopted,  and  directed  to  be  sent 
to  the  Board  of  Assistants  for  concurrence. 

J.  MORTON,  Clerk. 


The .  Committee  appointed  on  the  subject  of  the  Joint 
Rules  of  the  two  Boards, 

RESPECTFULLY  REPORT : 

That  those  hereto  annexed  have  been  for  some  time  in 
use,  have  been  deemed  and  accepted  as  satisfactory  and  suf¬ 
ficient  ;  and  being  generally  understood,  the  Committee 
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upon  due  examination  and  reflection  ask  leave  to  recom¬ 
mend  their  adoption  without  amendment. 

New-York,  July  25th,  1836. 

Respectfully  submitted. 


AARON  CLARK, 
D.  P.  INGRAHAM, 
F.  A.  TALMADGE, 


Committe  on 
Joint  Rules. 


JOINT  RULES 


OF  THE 


BOARD  OF  ALDERMEN  AND  ASSISTANTS. 


1st.  Each  Board  shall  transmit  to  the  other  all  papers  or 
which  any  ordinance  or  resolution  shall  be  founded. 

2d.  When  an  ordinance  or  resolution  which  shall  have 
passed  in  one  Board,  is  rejected  in  the  other,  notice  thereof 
shall  be  given  to  the  Board,  in  which  the  same  may  have 
passed. 

3d.  Messages  from  one  Board  to  the  other,  shall  be  com¬ 
municated  by  the  respective  Clerks  of  each  Board,  unless  the 
Board  transmitting;,  the  Message,  shall  especially  direct 
otherwise. 

4th.  It  shall  be  in  the  power  of  either  Board  to  amend 
auy  amendment  made  by  the  other,  to  any  ordinance  or 
resolution. 

5th.  In  every  case  of  a  difference  between  the  two  Boards 


59  [Doc.  No.  tty 

upon  any  subject,  either  Board  may  request  a  conference,  and 
appoint  a  Committee  for  that  purpose,  and  the  other  shall 
also  appoint  a  Committee  to  confer.  The  Committee  shall 
meet  at  such  hour  and  place  as  shall  be  agreed  upon  by  their 
Chairmen,  and  state  to  each  other,  verbally  or  in  writing,  as 
either  shall  choose,  the  reasons  of  their  respective  Boards 
and  confer  freely  thereon.  And  they  shall  be  authorized  to 
report  to  their  respective  Boards,  such  modifications  or 
amendments  as  they  may  think  advisable. 

6th.  It  shall  be  in  order  for  either  Board  to  recede  from  any 
subject  matter  of  difference  subsisting  between  the  two 
Boards,  at  any  time  previous  to  conference,  whether  the 
papers  on  which  such  difference  has  arisen  are  before  the 
Board  receding  formally  or  informally. 

7th.  The  two  Boards  shall  meet  together  in  Common 
Council,  for  the  purpose  of  making  appointments  on  the 
first  Wednesday  in  each  month,  and  oftener  if  they  by  con¬ 
current  resolutions  shall  so  determine,  in  the  Chamber  of 
the  Board  of  Aldermen,  at  which  meetings,  the  President  of 
the  Board  of  Aldermen  shall-  preside,  or  in  his  absence,  the 
President  of  the  Board  of  Assistants.  A  majority  of  each 
Board  shall  be  requisite  to  form  a  quorum,  and  the  vote 
shall  be  taken  by  ballot. 

8th.  The  commissions  or  notifications  of  all  appointments 
shall  issue  under  the  seal  of  the  Common  Council,  signed  by 
the  President  of  the  Board  of  Aldermen  and  Clerk  of  the 
Common  Council. 
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DOCUMENT  NO.  12- 


BOARD  OF  ALDERMEN, 


AUGUST  1,  1836. 

The  following  communication  was  received  from  the  Wa¬ 
ter  Commissioners,  which  was  laid  on  the  table  and  500 
copies  ordered  printed, 

J.  MORTON,  Clerk. 


To  the  Honorable  the  Common  Council  of  the  city  of  New 
York: 

The  Water  Commissioners  beg  leave  to  lay  before  the 
Common  Council  a  brief  statement  of  the  situation  and  pro¬ 
gress  of  the  great  work  they  are  engaged  in,  commencing  at 
the  date  of  their  first  entering  upon  the  duties  of  their  office,, 
and  continuing  down  to  the  present  period.  They  have 
deemed  this  expose  necessary,  both  for  the  information  of 
the  citizens  generally,  as  well  as  that  of  your  Honorable 
body ;  the  first  being  the  source  from  whence  the  means  are 
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derived,  and  the  second  the  legal  check  upon  any  improper 
use  of  those  means, 

Under  the  temporary  act  of  the  Legislature,  passed  the 
26th  of  February,  1833,  the  Commissioners  were  only  au¬ 
thorised  to  examine  the  feasibility  and  expence  of  supply¬ 
ing  this  city  with  pure  and  wholesome  water,  and  by  the 
authority  given  them  by  this  act  they  appointed  Canvas 
White  and  David  B,  Douglass,  Esquires,  civil  Engineers  to 
ascertain  whether  any  of  the  streams  or  rivers,  in  the  county 
of  Westchester,  would  afford  such  supply,  and  the  practica¬ 
bility  and  expense  of  introducing  it.  Mr.  White,  however, 
was  prevented  by  sickness  from  performing  his  portion  of 
the  work,  and  it  devolved  on  Mr.  Douglas  to  make  the  ne¬ 
cessary  examinations.  He  reported  to  the  Commissioners 
on  the  first  of  November,  1833,  that  the  Croton  was  the  pro¬ 
per  source ;  the  quantity  of  water  ample,  the  practicability 
of  introducing  it  undoubted,  the  cost  about  five  millions  of 
dollars,  and  the  time  required  about  five  years.  He  furnish¬ 
ed  them  at  the  same  time  with  a  large  map  of  the  country, 
designating  the  several  trial  levels  he  had  run,  and  the  line 
finally  fixed  upon  for  the  aqueduct  from  the  Croton  to  the 
Harlem  river,  and  from  thence  to  the  several  reservoirs  on 
the  Island  of  New  York.  On  the  12th  November,  the  Com¬ 
missioners  reported  these  facts  to  the  Common  Council,  with 
such  observations  as  the  subject  appeared  to  call  for  from 
them, 

The  act  of  the  Legislature,  under  which  the  Commission¬ 
ers  are  now  organized,  was  passed  the  2d  of  May,  1834. 
This  act  authorised  a  re-examination  of  the  whole  subject ; 
directed  the  Commissioners  to  agree  upon  a  plan  for  intro¬ 
ducing  a  sufficient  quantity  of  pure  and  wholesome  water 
into  the  city,  and  to  report  the  same  to  the  Common  Coun¬ 
cil. 

In  the  month  of  July  following,  the  Common  Council 
passed  an  ordinance  appropriating  f  5Q00  to  defray  the  ex- 
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penses  of  re-examining  the  subject,  and  the  Commissioners 
immediately  thereafter  engaged  David  B.  Douglass  and  John 
Martineau,  Esquires,  civil  Engineers,  to  make  the  necessary 
surveys  and  levels  of  the  whole  route  from  the  Croton  to  this 
city.  Mr.  Martineau  completed  his  work  and  presented  his 
report  on  the  25th  of  January,  1835,  and  Mr.  Douglass  ott 
the  first  of  February  thereafter,  both  reports  were  accOiii* 
panied  with  maps  and  drawing  in  elucidation  of  the  subject. 

The  report  of  the  Commissioners  was  presented  to  the 
Common  Council  on  the  ifith  of  Febrfiary,  1835,  and  in  the 
month  of  March  thereafter,  the  plan  proposed  by  the  Com¬ 
missioners  was  approved  and  ordered  to  be  submitted  to  the 
electors  at  the  ensuing  election  for  Charter  Officers,  in  April ; 
and  it  was  adopted  by  the  electors  by  a  large  majority  of 
eleven  thousand  three  hundred  and  sixty-seven  Votes. 

In  the  month  of  May  following,  the  Common  Cdtlhcil 
passed  an  ordinance  instructing  the  Commissioners  to  pro* 
Ceed  with  the  Work,  and  authorised  the  creation  Of  a  public 
stock  or  fund,  to  defray  the  expense  of  carrying  the  said  plan 
ihto  effect. 

On  the  second  day  of  June  thereafter,  the  Commissioners 
appointed  David  B.  Douglass,  Esq.  their  Chief  Engineer, 
and  directed  him  to  organize  a  proper  corps  of  Engineers  as 
soon  as  practicable.  He  reported  as  necessary  to  form  said 
corps,  5  Engineers  including  himself, 5  Rodtnen,  and  7  Labor¬ 
ers  and  Chainmen,  who  were  duly  appointed  by  the  Commis¬ 
sioners.  The  party  consisting  of  seventeen  persons,  pro¬ 
ceeded  to  the  field  Of  operation,  and  commenced  work  on  or 
about  the  6th  day  of  July,  1835.  They  Were  directed  first 
to  run  and  stake  out  a  line  around  the  reservoir  to  be  form¬ 
ed  by  damming  the  Croton  ;  the  line  to  include  one  rod  of 
land  above  that  which  would  be  overflowed  by  the  backing 
up  of  the  Water  of  the  river,  and  Ceorge  W.  Cartwright,  Esq- 
was  engaged  to  survey  the  land  that  would  thus  be  over¬ 
flowed,  and  to  furnish  the  Commissioners  with  maps  of  the 
quantity  belonging  to  each  individual. 
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They  were  next  directed  to  stake  out  the  line  of  the  aque- 
duct,  from  the  Croton  to  the  Harlem  river,  and  also  the  width 
of  the  land  required  for  building  said  aqueduct  and  culverts, 
and  forming  the  necessary  excavations  and  embankments. 

The  Commissioners  are  not  authorized  to  use  any  of  the 
land  necessary  for  the  works  until  it  is  acquired,  either  by 
purchase  or  by  appraisers  appointed  for  the  purpose  by  the 
Chancellor.  It.  was  therefore  important  that  they  should  be 
put  in  possession  of  proper  maps  of  the  land,  both  of  that 
necessarily  to  be  overflowed,  as  well  as  that  on  which  the 
aqueduct  w'as  to  be  built,  in  order  that  they  might  inform 
the  owners  of  the  quantity  wanted,  and  be  prepared  to  nego- 
date  with  them  for  its  purchase. 

The  quantity  of  land  to  be  overflowed  was  furnished  the 
Commissioners  by  Mr.  Cartwright  in  the  month  of  Novem¬ 
ber,  1835,  and  they  immediately  commenced  negociations 
with  the  owners .  for  its  purchase.  They  were  enabled  to 
purchase  of  the  land  around  the  Croton  reservoir,  241  acres 
44  hundredths,  and  there  still  remains  to  be  purchased  or  to 
be  acquired  through  the  intervention  of  Commissioners, 
254  acres  48  hundredths. 

The  Engineers  spent  the  whole  summer  of  1835  at  field 
Work,  and  did  not  leave  that  work  until  about  the  8th  of 
January,  1836,  A  party  was  then  formed  for  oflice  duty 
during  the  winter,  consisting  of  eight  persons  including  the 
Chief  Engineer, 

The  necessity  Of  possessing  the  maps  of  the  land,  on  the 
line  of  the  aqueduct,  was  repeatedly  urged  on  the  attention  of 
the  Engineers,  but  they  were  not  completed  when  the  time 
arrived  for  the  party  again  to  take  the  field,  which  was  on 
the  11th  of  April,  1836,  The  whole  line  of  aqueduct  has 
been  re-surveyed  during  the  present  summer,  being  the 
fourth  survey  and  level  of  the  line  under  the  direction  of  the 
present  Engineer,  and  as  a  reason  why  the  maps  were  not 
prepared  at  an  earlier  day,  we  were  informed  by  Mr.  Doug- 
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lass,  that  some  important  improvements  had  been  made  in 
the  course  of  the  aqueduct,  that  would  shorten  the  distance 
and  lessen  the  curves,  and  it  was  therefore  only  on  the  11th: 
day  of  June,  1836,  that  we  were  put  into  possession  of  a  por¬ 
tion  of  the  aforesaid  maps,  and  the  remainder  of  them  was 
furnished  on  the  17th  of  the  Same  month. 

The  number  of  persons  composing  the  Engineer  corps 
now  consists  of  7  Engineers,  including  the  Chief,  8  Rodmen 
and  4  Chainmen  and  Laborers,  making  a  total  of  1&  persons. 

During  the  session  of  the  Legislature  of  1836,  a  very 
strong  remonstrance  was  presented  to  that  Honorable  body, 
by  some  of  the  inhabitants  of  W estchester,  against  the  pro¬ 
visions  of  the  act,  authorizing  the  necessary  land  to  be  taken 
by  Commissioners,  and  complaints  were  also  made  to  the 
Water  Commissioners,  by  others,  that  the  act  of  the  2d  of 
May,  1834,  did  not  sufficiently  secure  their  rights.  The  first 
complainants  proposed 

1st.  That  the  legal  possession  and  use  of  the  land  should 
remain  with  the  original  owners,  after  being  paid  for  by  the 
Corporation. 

2d.  That  if  the  land  was  not  used  for  the  aqueduct,  after 
being  paid  for,  it  should  revert  back  to  those  from  whom  it, 
was  obtained. 

3d.  That  provision  should  be  made  to  prevent  trespasses 
on  the  property  of  the  inhabitants. 

4th.  That  the  persons  through  whose  land  the  aqueduct, 
passed,  should  have  the  right  to  use  the  water,  by  allowing 
reasonable  compensation  for  it. 

5th.  That  the  Judges  of  the  County  Courts  should  act  as 
appraisers  instead  of  Commissioners  appointed  by  the  Vice 
Chancellor. 

The  second  complainants  contended,  that  the  Corporation 
ought  to  be  prohibited  from  using  the  land  required  under 
the  act,  for  any  other  purpose  than  that  of  supplying  the  city 
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•with  water,-  and  should  it  not  be  used  for  said  purpose,  thaf 
it  ought  to  revert  to  the  person  from  whom  it  was  taken,  he 
paying  back  the  sum  received  for  it.  That  necessary  fences- 
should  be  erected  and  sustained  by  the  Corporation,  and  con¬ 
venient  passes  made  under  and  across  the  aqueduct  where  it 
intersects  the  land  of  an  individual  owner. 

The  remonstrance  to  the  Legislature  by  the  first  complain¬ 
ants,  were  effectually  opposed  by  the  Commissioners,  and  no 
order  was  taken  on  it  by  that  Honorable  body ;  but  the  com- 
plaints  of  the  second  appeared  to  the  Commissioners  reason¬ 
able,  and  an  .  act  was  accordingly  passed  on  the  26th  of  May* 
1836,  embracing  the  aforesaid  provisions,  to  which  the  Com¬ 
missioners  could  see  no  objections. 

The  Commissioners  were  in  hopes  that  the  passage  of  the 
aforesaid  act,  would  convince  the  people  of  Westchester  that 
they  were  anxious  to  secure  to  them  every  right  and  privi¬ 
lege  that  could  be  reasonably  required,  ft  appears,  however* 
there  are  still  dissatisfied  persons  among  them,  as  by  the 
proceedings  of  a  meeting  lately  held  at  Tarrytown,  it  is  said* 
a  remonstrance  in  the  form  of  resolutions  were  passed,  which- 
among  other  inadmissible  demands,  declares  in  substance 
that  the  taking  of  their  lands  will  be  resisted  and  carried  up 
to  the  Supreme  Court  of  the  United  States,  unless  the  Corpo¬ 
ration  will  agree  to  indemnify  the  citizens  of  Westchester' 
from  all  damage  they  may  sustain  by  taking  their  lands,  to¬ 
gether  with  all  such  other  damage  as  may  accrue  to  them 
now  and  hereafter;  intended  no  doubt  to  include  any  loss 
they  may  sustain  by  theft  or  other  crime-  committed  by  per¬ 
sons  employed  on  the  works.  If  this  is  not  their  meaning* 
why  is  it  that  they  oppose  the  act  of  1834,  which  provides 
compensation  for  all  damage  sustained  in  taking  the  land  or 
water  or  affected  thereby  1  The  13th  section  declares,  that 
“  In  case  of  disagreement  between  the  Commissioners  arid 
the  owners  of  any  property  which  may  be  required  for  the 
said  purpose,  or  affected  by  any  operation  connected  there - 
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with,  as  to  the  amount  of  compensation  to  be  paid  such 
owner  the  Vice  Chancellor  of  the  first  Circuit  may,  upon  the 
application  of  either  party,  nominate  and  appoint  three  in¬ 
different  persons  to  examine  such  property  and  to  estimate 
the  value  thereof,  or  damage  sustained  thereby .” 

How  in  justice  more  can  be  required  than  what  the  law 
provides,  the  Commissioners  are  unable  to  perceive.  If  the 
Corporation  agreed  to  the  demands  made  in  the  resolutions 
said  to  be  passed  at  the  meeting  alluded  to,  it  would  in  effect, 
as  the  Commissioners  view  it,  amount  to  the  proclaiming  of 
a  premium  for  the  commission  of  crime ;  for  how  many  men 
would  be  found,  under  such  circumstances,  scrupulous  about 
taking  from  another,  what  they  wanted,  if  they  knew  they 
were  not  to  be  prosecuted  for  it ;  or  how  many  of  the  people 
of  Westchester  are  there  who  would  take  the  trouble  of  pro¬ 
secuting  for  any  losses,  when  in  order  to  be  indemnified, 
they  would  only  have  to  present  their  bills  to  the  City  Comp¬ 
troller  for  the  payment  of  such  losses  1 

The  citizens  of  New-York,  it  is  admitted,  will  be  greatly 
benefitted,  but  at  a  very  heavy  expense.  They  are  not  the 
only  portion  of  the  community,  however,  who  will  reap  ad¬ 
vantage  from  the  project.  The  city  of  New  York  is  the 
principal  mart  of  these  United  States,  and  those  who  send 
the  produce  of  their  farms  to  this  market  for  sale,  or  who 
come  there  for  the  purpose  of  purchasing  domestic  or  foreign 
produce,  will  enjoy,  as  well  as  our  own  citizens,  the  benefit 
of  a  plentiful  supply  of  an  element  of  the  first  necessity,  from 
the  use  of  which  they  can  feel  assured  that  no  injury  will 
ensue  to  the  constitution  or  health  of  the  partaker. 

The  county  of  Westchester  is  more  particularly  interested 
in  this  matter  than  any  other  portion  of  the  state,  except  the 
city,  and  that  in  several  ways. 

First,  by  the  increase  of  the  population  and  prosperity  of 
New-York,  she  is  insured  a  good  and  unfailing  market  for 
all  the  surplus  produce  of  the  county. 
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Second,  the  land  required  for  the  works  is  chiefly  of  second 
rate  quality,  the  price  paid  for  it  will  be  liberal,  and  will  pro¬ 
duce  a  greater  income  to  the  owner,  than  what  would  be 
realized  from  its  cultivation,  and 

Third,  the  large  amount  of  money  that  will  be  expended 
in  the  county,  will  naturally  tend  to  increase  the  trade  of 
the  place,  and  thereby  not  only  benefit  the  farmer,  but  the 
merchant  and  mechanic  also. 

The  unfortunate  prejudices  engendered  by  the  proceedings 
alluded  to,  have  prevented  the  Commissioners  from  bringing 
any  further  negociation  for  the  land  required  to  a  favorable 
issue,  and  they  have  accordingly  applied  to  the  Vice  Chan¬ 
cellor  for  the  appointment  of  Commissioners  to  take  by  ap¬ 
praisement  some  pieces  of  land  belonging  to  John  Griffin, 
James  Palmer,  Zophar  Palmer  and  Joshua  Purdy,  laying  in 
the  vicinity  of  the  site  for  the  Croton  dam,  which  applica¬ 
tion  has  been  acceeded  to,  and  the  business  is  believed  to  be 
in  a  progressive  state. 

It  will  be  seen  from  the  above  that  the  principal  obstacle 
now  in  the  way  of  proceeding  with  the  work,  is  the  difficulty 
to  be  overcome  in  obtaining  the  necessary  land.  The  Com¬ 
missioners,  however,  are  still  in  hopes  that  after  the  proper 
explanations  shall  be  made  to  the  inhabitants  of  Westchester, 
that  most  if  not  all  these  difficulties  will  he  removed. 

At  a  meeting  of  the  Commissioners  on  the  23d  of  July, 
1836,  the  Chief  Engineer  was  required  to  furnish  them  with 
plans  and  specifications  of  the  Croton  aqueduct,  the  several 
tunnels  throughout  the  line  of  aqueduct,  the  several  embank¬ 
ments  on  said  line,  the  several  culverts  on  the  said  line,  the 
Croton  dam,  the  piers  and  bridge  for  crossing  the  Harlem 
river,  &.c.  with  proper  descriptions  of  the  material  to  be  used, 
the  manner  in  which  they  shall  be  worked  together,  and  all 
other  necessary  information  preparatory  to  the  making  of 
the  contracts ;  which  he  has  pronused  to  furnish  as  soon  as 
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practicable,  and  the  Commissioners  are  in  hopes  if  they  suc¬ 
ceed  in  obtaining  the  land,  to  estimate  the  value  ot  which 
Commissioners  have  been  appointed,  and  shall  receive  from 
the  Engineers  the  necessary  plans  and  specifications,  that 
they  will  still  be  enabled  to  place  some  part  of  the  work  un¬ 
der  contract  before  the  close  of  the  present  year. 

All  which  is  respectfully  submitted. 


STEPHEN  ALLEN, 
BENJAMIN  M.  BROWN, 
WILLIAM  W.  FOX, 
CHARLES  DUSENBERRY, 
SAUL  ALLEY, 


Water 

Commis¬ 

sioners. 


Office  of  the  Water  Commissioners, 
August  1st,  1836. 


D©CUMEHT  NO.  13. 


BOARD  OF  ALDERMEN, 


AUGUST  1st,  1836. 


The  Committee  on  Lands  and  Places  to  tohom  was  refer¬ 
red  the  annexed  report  and  various  papers  from  the 
Board  of  Assistants  on  the  subject  of  purchasing 
ground,  to  be  appropriated  for  a  Burial  Cemetery , 
presented  the  following  report  thereon ,  which  was  laid 
on  the  table ,  directed  to  be  printed  together  with  the  re 
port  from  the  Board  of  Assistants  for  the  use  of  the 
members. 

J.  MORTON,  Clerk. 


The  Committee  on  Lands  and  Places  to  whom  was  re¬ 
ferred  the  report  and  resolution  hereto  annexed,  adopted  by 
the  Board  of  Assistants  on  the  Tenth  day  of  May,  in  re¬ 
lation  to  the  purchase  of  ground  for  a  Public  Cemetery  be- 
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tween  One  Hundred  and  Fifty-first  street  and  One  Hundred 
and  Fifty-fifth  street,  and  the  Eighth  and  Twelfth  Avenues 

RESPECTFULLY  REPORT : 

That  they  have  duly  considered  this  matter,  and  are  of 
opinion  that  the  purchase  should  be  made,  although  the 
amount  of  the  original  proposition  of  Mr.  Conner  had 
varied  from  $1400,  to  $1800  per  acre,  they  offer  an  amend¬ 
ment  to  the  original  resolutions  the  following— 

To  the  First  resolution  add  “first  day  of  August  next.” 

To  the  Second  resolution  add  “  and  Commissioners  of  the 
Alms  House. 

To  the  Third  resolution,  after  the  words  James  Conner 
add  “  and  Richard  F.  Carman,”  and  in  the  last  line  insert 
the  words  “  eighteen  hundred  dollars  per  acre,”  instead  of 
fourteen  hundred  dollars  per  acre. 

Fourth  and  Fifth  resolutions  concurred  in. 

The  following  additional  resolution  is  offered. 

Resolved ,  That  the  land  between  lolst  and  155th-street, 
and  between  the  12th  avenue  and  high  water  mark,  be  also 
taken  for  the  purposes  aforesaid,  and  that  the  same  be  put 
in  the  application  for  closing  the  streets  in  the  Fourth  reso¬ 
lution  named. 

SAMUEL  JUDD, 

D.  RAND  ELL, 

JOHN  Y.  GREENFIELD. 


To  the  Honorable  the  Common  Cduncil : 

The  undersigned  have  on  this  Island  eighty-six  acres  of 
ground,  the  whole  of  which  has  been  examined  for  the  pur¬ 
pose  of  a  Rural  Cemetery ;  any  part,  or  the  whole  we  will 
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dispose  of  to  your  honorable  body,  at  eighteen  hundred 
dollars  per  acre.  In  order  to  save  time  and  obtain  an 
answer  from  your  honorable  body  with  as  little  delay  as 
possible,  we  would  observe  that  we  have  stated  above  our 
lowest  price,  and  that  it  is  very  important  to  us  that  it 
should  be  definitely  disposed  of  previous  to  the  two  Boards 
taking  their  usual  vacation,  as  several  opportunities  are 
offered  of  disposing  of  a  third  at  eighteen  hundred  dollars, 
and  of  quarter  and  half  blocks  at  from  two  thousand  to 
twenty-five  hundred  per  acre. 

JAMES  CONNER, 
RICHARD  F.  CARMAN. 

New-York,  July  22d,  1S36. 


Resolved,  That  the  communication  by  his  Honor  the 
Mayor,  of  the  letter  of  Jacob  Lorrillard,  Esq.,  proposing  the 
appropriation  of  a  portion  of  Randall’s  Island  (should  it  be 
purchased  by  the  Corporation)  as  a  Cemetery,  be  referred  to 
a  Special  Committee,  and  that  such  Committee  be  instruct¬ 
ed  to  inquire  into  the  expediency  of  establishing  a  Burial 
Cemetery  on  Randall’s  Island — in  case  the  same  be  pur¬ 
chased  by  the  Corporation,  and,  also  in  case  they  shall  deem 
Such  establishment  expedient  to  inquire  into  and  report  a 
plan,  for  the  disposition  of  parts  thereof  to  Religious  and 
other  Corporations  and  to  individuals  for  burial  places,  and 
the  organization  of  a  government  or  direction  of  the  estab¬ 
lishment.  Offered  by  Assistant  Alderman  Johnson,  Feb¬ 
ruary  23d,  18351 

Resolved ,  That  it  be  referred  to  the  Committee  on  Wharves, 
Lands  and  Places,  to  inquire  and  report  on  the  expediency 
and  propriety  of  setting  apart,  grading  and  suitably  prepar- 
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ing  a  portion  of  land  to  be  used  as  a  Burial-place,  or  Ceme¬ 
tery.  Offered  by  Mr.  Clark,  May  25th,  1835. 


The  Committee  on  Public  Lands  and  Places  of  the  Board 
of  Assistant  Aldermen,  to  whom  were  referred  a  Commu¬ 
nication  from  Jacob  Lorrillard,  Esq.,  a  resolution  of  Assis¬ 
tant  Aldermen  Johnson,  and  a  resolution  of  Assistant  Aider- 
man  Clark,  and  a  memorial  of  sundry  citizens  of  New 
York,  all  severally  hereto  annexed, 

RESPECTFULLY  REPORT : 

That  your  Committee  have  given  to  the  subject  submitted 
for  their  consideration  all  that  attention  which  its  acknowl¬ 
edged  importance  properly  demands.  That  some  site  should 
be  immediately  selected  by  the  authorities  of  this  city,  and 
set  apart  for  a  Rural  Cemetery  or  Burial  Place,  needs  no 
argument  to  enforce.  The  history  of  the  past  and  of  the 
present  admonishes  us  that  no  spot  within  the  present  Fire 
Limits  of  this  city,  however  enclosed  and  consecrated,  can 
be  made  secure  against  intrusion — can  be  guarded  from  the 
inroads  which  the  wants  and  necessities  of  trade  and  com¬ 
merce  are  making  and  will  continue  to  make  upon  every 
inch  and  foot  of  land.  We  all  know  what  is  transpiring 
around  us — that  the  history  of  the  past  teaches  us  that  the 
graves  of  our  fellow-citizens  have  been  again  and  again 
disturbed,  and  their  dust  scattered  upon  the  four  winds  of 
heaven. 

In  1792,  when  Chambers-street  was  opened,  it  passed 
through  the  Burial  Ground  of  the  Africans — In  1800  Banck- 
er,  now  Madison-street  cut  through  the  Burial  Places  of  the 
Jews — In  1815  the  Second  Avenue  run  through  the  Burial 
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Grounds  of  the  Methodist  Congregation — In  1817  First 
street  passed  through  the  Cemeteries  of  St.  Stephen’s  Church 
and  of  the  Methodist’s — In  1826  First-street  travelled  over 
a  portion  of  Potter’s  Field  and  passed  directly  through  the 
Cemetery  of  the  Cedar-street  Presbyterian  Church — In 
1827,  in  widening  Nassau  and  Liberty-streets,  the  Church 
vaults  of  the  Middle  Dutch  Church  were  cut  through  and 
their  silent  inhabitants  removed — In  1830  Elizabeth-street 
cut  off  portions  of  the  Cemeteries  of  the  Jews  and  of  the 
Presbyterian  Church  at  the  corner  of  Grand  and  Mercer- 
street.  In  view  of  these  frequent  Violations  of  the  sanctity 
of  the  grave,  the  Common  Council,  in  1823,  set  apart  a 
portion  of  the  common  lands  of  this  city,  lying  between  the 
5th  and  6th  Avenues,  and  between  40th  and  45th-streets, 
for  a  Public  Burial  Ground.  This  plot  contains  about 
twenty-six  acres — and  as  appears  from  the  reports  of  the 
Committee  on  Public  Lands  and  Places  for  the  year  1823, 
who  selected  the  site,  the  design  was  to  sell  or  otherwise 
dispose  of  portions  of  the  twenty-six  acres  to  the  different 
Churches,  and  so  to  ornament  the  grounds  as  to  make  this 
Public  Cemetery  a  place  of  resort  to  strangers  as  well  as  to 
our  own  citizens — and  the  Committee  then  thought  that  the 
distance  of  three  miles  from  the  City  Hall  effectually  pro¬ 
tected  the  spot  thus  to  be  appropriated  from  any  intrusion — 
but  time  has  disclosed  to  us  that  the  growth  of  this  city  out¬ 
runs  all,  even  the  most  sanguine  calculations.  The  city  is 
in  fact  even  now  upon  the  boundary  line  of  the  then  pro¬ 
posed  Public  Cemetery.  It  is  to  be  remarked,  however, 
that  the  ground  thus  selected  has  been  ever  since  and  is 
now  wholly  unoccupied  as  a  Burial  Place — the  soil  was 
found  to  be  entirely  unadapted  for  the  purposes  for  which  it 
had  been  appropriated — we  however  take  pleasure  in  re¬ 
ferring  the  present  members  of  the  Common  Council  to  the 
elaborate  and  able  reports  of  the  Committee  on  Lands  and 
Places  for  the  year  1823  ,  and  which  are  hereto  annexed,  as 
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Documents  disclosing  much  valuable  information  upon  the 
subject  now  under  consideration — although  that  Committee 
may  have  misjudged  as  to  the  site  by  them  selected  and  re¬ 
commended. 

And  your  Committe  would  further  state,  that  in  1825  by 
an  ordinance  of  the  Common  Council  the  grounds  then 
occupied  as  a  Potters  Field  were  ordered  to  be  filled  up  and 
regulated,  which  was  done  and  the  name  of  the  place  thus 
filled  up  is  now  known  as  the  “Washington  Parade 
Ground.”  At  the  time  this  ordinance  was  passed  the  Com¬ 
mon  Council  appropriated  a  portion  of  the  common  lands 
lying  between  the  3d  and  4th  avenues  and  48th  and  50th 
streets,  for  a  “  Potters  Field”  or  “  Public  burying  ground.” 

But  your  Committee  have  ascertained  that  although 
bjirials  have  been  made  and  are  now  being  made  in  this  new 
Potters  Field— yet  the  soil  is  not  adapted  for  the  purpose — 
and  the  present  grade  of  this  part  of  the  Island  is  below  the 
surface.  Besides  already  has  the  Fourth  Avenue  and  the 
Rail  Road  passed  through  a  part  of  the  enclosure  and  the 
tenants  of  this  new  Potters  Field  find  no  repose  even  here ; 
and  however  much  it  is  to  be  regretted,  your  Committee  are 
decidedly  of  the  opinion  that  the  Common  Council  are  under 
the  highest  obligations  to  prevent  further  interments  in  the 
present  Potters  Field  and  to  provide  immediately  some  site 
to  which  the  remains  of  those  who  now  lie  there  should  be 
removed,  and  where  they  may  rest. in  peace  and  safety. 

From  this  brief  history  of  the  present  state  and  condition 
of  our  Public  Bu:ial  places — and  of  the  frequency  with 
which  all  our  burial  places  have  been  and  will  continue  to  be 
disturbed — it  is  apparent  to  every  one  that  the  day  has  arriv¬ 
ed  when  the  efficient  and  prompt  attention  of  the  public 
authorities  is  loudly  demanded  in  this  matter.  A  regard 
for  the  reputation  of  our  City  abroad,  as  well  as  at  home — 
a  regard  to  the  feelings  of  the  living,  as  well  as  to  our  own 
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feelings,  and  to  the  common  principles  of  humanity — all 
urge  us  to  provide  a  home  for  the  dead. 

It  is  well  known  that  when  Randall’s  Island  was  purchas¬ 
ed  in  the  year  1834,  it  was  the  wish  of  many  that  it  should 
be  at  once  appropriated  for  a  Rural  Cemetery — that  it  should 
be  placed  under  the  charge  of  the  Horticultural  Society  and 
adorned  and  ornamented  by  art.  But  since  the  resolutions 
and  memorials  hereto  annexed  were  under  consideration, 
the  Board  of  Assistant  Aldermen  by  a  very  decided  vote 
have  resolved  to  appropriate  this  Island  as  the  future  location 
of  the  Almshouse  Establishment. 

Thus  your  Committee  have  been  compelled  to  exclude 
this  beautiful  Island  from  their  consideration  and  to  look 
elsewhere  for  a  site  for  a  Rural  Cemetery.  And  after  devo¬ 
ting  to  this  subject  that  time  and  attention  within  their  power 
your  Committee  beg  leave  to  state  that  in  their  jugdment,  a 
Rural  Cemetry  for  this  City  should  be  placed  either  on 
one  of  the  Islands  in  the  East  river  or  upon  Manhattan 
Island  itself— ahd  as  no  Island  belonging  to  the  Corporation 
can  be  so  appropriated,  your  Committee  have  been  limited 
to  the  Island  on  which  the  city  itself  stands — and  if  the 
Cemetery  is  to  be  located  on  this  Island,  it  must  be  obvious 
that  a  great  distance  from  the  City  Hall  is  an  argument  in 
its  favor — as  the  main  object  to  be  attained  is  to  secure  first, 
a  site  in  all  respects  as  to  elevation,  soil  &c.  adapted  and  fit¬ 
ted  for  the  Uses  to  which  it  is  to  be  approprited — and  second¬ 
ly,  to  be  so  situated  as  perpetually  to  consecrate  and  set 
apart  the  grounds  thus  selected  for  the  sacred  purpose  of  se¬ 
curing  undisturbed  repose  to  the  dead.  And  with  this  view 
of  the  objects  to  be  attained,  your  Committee  have  in  their 
opinion  found  a  site  in  all  material  respects  adapted  for  a 
Rural  Cemetery  or  burial  place.  The  plot  of  ground  which 
your  Committee  have  specially  examined  belongs  to  James 
Conner,  Esq.  It  was  purchased  by  Mr.  Conner  about  one 
year  since  for  the  purpose  of  laying  it  out  for  a  public  Ceme- 
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tery— and  your  Committe  would  refer  to  a  map  prepared  by 
that  gentleman  and  which  accompanies  this  report,  exhibit¬ 
ing  the  plan  proposed  by  him  for  arranging  the  tombs,  walks 
&c.  Immediately  upon  the  introduction  into  the  Board  of 
Assistant  Aldermen  of  the  resolution  and  memorial  hereto 
annexed — Mr.  Conner  not  desiring  to  interfere  with  the]Cor- 
poration,  opened  a  negotiation  with  your  Committee  on  the 
subject  of  a  purchase  by  the  Corporation  of  the  grounds  in 
question,  and  he  now  offers  to  sell  to  the  Corporation  the 
lands  by  him  owned  upon  reasonable  terms.  This  plot  of 
ground  which  your  Committee  propose  to  purchase,  is  situa- 
between  the  8th  and  12th  Avenues,  and  151st  and  155th 
streets.  Mr.  Conner  is  the  owner  and  can  now  convey  to 
the  Corporation  twelve  entire  blocks,  containing  about  sixty 
five  and  a  half  acres. 

There  should  also  be  purchased  four  additional  blocks  of 
land  contiguous  thereto  and  which  can  be  obtained  as  soon 
as  the  minor  to  whom  it  belongs  arrives  at  the  age  of  twenty 
one  years — the  guardian  of  the  minor  heir  is  disposed  and 
willing  to  sell  at  once,  but  has  not  the  authority  to  give  a 
title.  But  if  the  owners  of  the  fee  should  refuse  to  sell,  the 
land  in  question  could  be  obtained  by  an  application  to  the 
Legislature.  The  sixteen  blocks  would  contain  about  ninety 
acres,  and  would  be  bounded  by  the  Hudson  and  Harlaem 
river,  and  by  151st  and  155th  streets,  and  could  thus  be  ap¬ 
proached  on  two  sides  by  water,  and  by  the  1  Oth  Avenue, 
which  passes  through  the  centre,  leaving  eight  blocks  on 
either  side — and  by  inspecting  the  accompanying  map  it  will 
be  perceived  also,  that,  such  is  the  formation  of  the  Island 
at  this  place,  that,  by  closing  the  8th,  9th,  11th  and  12th 
Avenues  and  the  152nd,  153d  and  154th  streets,  together 
with  the  Kings  Bridge  road  no  serious  detriment  to  the  pub¬ 
lic  would  be  the  result,  but  the  area  of  ninety  acres  would 
thus  be  enclosed  and  could  be  set  apart  and  perpetually  ap¬ 
propriated  to  the  uses  and  purposes  of  a  public  Cemetery. — 
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Your  Committe  would  now  remark  that  by  the  letter  of 
Richard  Tone,  who  examined  the  grounds  in  question  at 
the  request  of  your  Committee,  and  hereto  annexed,  it  is 
shown  that  the  ground  is  well  adapted  for  the  objects  design¬ 
ed.  It  presents  upon  examination  a  dry  gravelly  soil — the 
surface  is  uneven,  and  upon  the  banks  of  the  Hudson  is  a 
very  high  elevation  of  land,  rising  some  fifty  or  sixty  feet 
above  high  water  mark,  and  from  its  summit  commanding  a 
most  extensive  and  beautiful  view  of  the  Hudson  and  of  the 
surrounding  country.  This  hill  is  covered  with  a  rich 
growth  of  trees  and  shrubbery  and  could  easily  be  much  im¬ 
proved  and  ornamented  by  art.  Indeed  your  Committee 
would  remark  that  in  their  opinion  no  spot  on  this  Island  is 
better  adapted  in  all  respects  for  the  site  of  a  public  Cemetery, 
and  none  could  be  rendered  more  attractive  by  being  taste¬ 
fully  laid  out  and  ornamented  with  tombs  and  shaded  walks. 

The  distance  from  the  City  Hall,  on  the  line  of  the  Tenth 
Avenue  is  less  than  vine  miles.  But  your  Committee  have 
before  remarked  that  this  is  not  an  objection  to  the  site.  It 
is  proposed  that  there  should  be  at  some  convenient  distance 
from  the  City  Hall  a  spaeiqus-  Receiving.  Van  .'tin  which  the- 
remains  of  the  deceased  could  be  temporarily  deposited;  at- 
this  place,  all  funeral  processions  should  terminate— atld- 
your  Committee  would  also  remark  that  the  day  is  not  dis¬ 
tant  when  the  funeral  service  will  be  only  solemnised  at  the 
Church,  and  the  funeral  procession  will  and  in  the  opinion- 
of  your  Committee  ought  to  terminate  at  the  Church, 

In  conclusion,  your  Committee  would  urge  upon  the  Comd 
mo'n  Council  the  importance  of  the  subject  under  confeWerld' 
tion.  Already  Boston  has  her  Mount  Auburn,  Which1  h0: 
hecome  a  place  of  resort  to  travellers  from  all  sections  of  the 
United  States  and  of  Eu  rope.  Shall  New  York,  destlfifed  td 
be  as  populous  as  any  of  the-'  cities  of'  Europe,  permit  year 
after-year  such  unholy  violations  of  the  tomb  ?  Shall  it'  be 
always  said  that  here  no  one  shall  find  a  plac’d  of  repost.— 
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Let  it  be  remembered  that  it  should  be  easier  to  rifle  the  man¬ 
sions  of  the  living  than  the  narrow  house  of  the  dead.  That 
man  looses  the  respect  of  the  living  who  does  not  venerate 
the  dead.  This  .veneration  for  the  dead  may  be  often  exces¬ 
sive — we  would  not  defend  it— still  it  is  universal,  it  per¬ 
vades  the  bosom  of  the  poor  and  ignorant,  as  well  as  of  the 
rich  and  enlightened.  It  has  been  universal  in  all  ages  of 
the  world — and  is  it  not  uninstructive  to  observe  the  effect  of 
this  all  pervading  reverence  of  the  dead  in  the  past  ages  of 
the  world.  “  The  tombs  of  Hadrion  and  Metella  have  out¬ 
lasted  the  palaces  of  the  Caesars— the  tombs  of  the  Egypt¬ 
ian  King’s  survive  while  the  towering  pyramids  are  but 
shapeless  ruins — and  this  interest  in  the  dead  renders  sacred 
and  consecrates  the  spot  where  they  repose.  Thus  it  was 
in  olden  times — we  learn  from  the  most  ancient  and  authentic 
history  that  Abraham  when  Sarah  died  purchased  for  400 
pieces  of  silver  a  retired  spot  or  field  in  which  to  bury  her — 
and  the  history  tells  us  that  this  ancient  patriarch  included 
in  the  purchase  “  all  the  trees  that  were  within  its  limits 
and  within  its  borders Thus  he  seems  to  have  had 
no  slight  regard  to  the  beauty  and  attractions  of  the  place. 
When  Jacob  died  he  charged  his  children  to  bury  him  with 
his  fathers  and  not  commit  him  to  a  grave  in  the  distance 
and  solitude  of  a  foreign  land.  Joseph  also  exacted  a  similar 
promise  that  he  should  be  permitted  to  sleep  with  his  fathers. 
Such  is  now  the  all  pervading  and  controlling  feeling  of 
those  who  constitute  the  present  generations  of  men  in  all 
countries  and  in  all  conditions  of  life — and  it  becomes  the 
public  and  constituted- authorities  of  our  city,  to  manifest 
some  suitable  regard  for  those  whose  interests  and  feelings 
they  are  even  under  obligation  to  secure  and  protect. 

In  view  then  of  the  facts  and  deductions  imperfectly  and 
briefly  set  forth  in  this  report,  your  Committee  would  re¬ 
commend  for  the  adoption  of  the  Common  Council  the  fol¬ 
lowing  resolutions : 
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Resolved ,  (if  the  Board  of  Aldermen  concur,)  That  no 
interments  be  made  in  the  present  Potters  Field  after  the 
first  day  of  August  next. 

Resolved,  That  fifty  acres  of  the  land  known  as  the  Long 
Island  Farms  be  set  apart  and  enclosed  and  appropriated  to 
and  for  a  Potters  Field  or  Public  Burial  Place,  under  the 
direction  of  the  Committee  On  Charity  and  Alms  House,  and 
Commissioners  of  the  Alms  House. 

Resolved,  That  the  lands  now  owned  by  James  Conner 
and  situated  between  the  8th  and  12th  avenues  and  151st 
and  155th  streets  (and  particularly  described  in  the  letter  of 
the  said  James  Conner  hereto  annexed)  be  purchased  at  a 
price  not  exceeding  fourteen  hundred  dollars  per  acre. 

Resolved,  That  application  be  made  to  the  Legislature  at 
its  next  session  for  permission -to  close  the  8th,  9th,  llth  and 
12th  avenues  between  151st  and  155th  streets,  and  also  to 
close  152d,  153d,  and  154th  streets,  and  to  take  by  appraise¬ 
ment  the  land  lying  between  the  land  of  James  Conner  and 
151st  street,  and  8th  and  10th  Avenues  for  a  Public  Ceme¬ 
tery. 

Resolved,  That  the  land  thus  to  be  purchased  of  the  said 
James  Conner  and  others  be  set  apart  and  perpetually  ap¬ 
propriated  for  a  Rural  Cemetery  or  Burial  Place. 

D.  P.  INGRAHAM,  ?  Committee  on 
JOHN  CLEAVER  AND,  $  Lands  Places. 


PAPERS  REFERRED  TO  IN  THE  REPORT  OF 
THE  COMMITTEE. 

New-York,  February  17,  183S. 

Honorable  Sir,  - 

Should  the  Corporation  of  this  city  purchase  Randalls 
Island,  and  among  other  uses  appropriate  it  for  a  Cemetery* 
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it  appears  to  me  the  expense  to  the  city  would  he  reduced, 
the  customs  and  habits  of  society \vould  be  best  consulted 
and  the  whole  Island  made  attractive  as  a  place  ot  resort  at 
least  during  the  summer  months,  by  adopting  something 
like  the  following  plan, — 

1.  Surveying  and  setting  apart  in  Various  parts  of  the  Is¬ 
land  lots  of  land  best  adapted  for  cemeteries  containing  from 
a  quarter  to  five  acres  each,  to  be  sold  at  about  first  cost  to 
such  Religious  Societies  as  may  be  willing  to  purchase  for 
their  exclusive  use. 

2.  That  application  be  made  to  the  Legislature  authoriz¬ 
ing  any  society  to  purchase  and  hold  such  lands  as  cemete¬ 
ries,  any  law  to  the  contrary  notwithstanding. 

3.  That  a  number  of  lots  be  set  apart  and  held  by  the 
Corporation  of  the  city  for  general  public  burial  places. 

4.  No  dwelling  or  other  building  be  erected  oil  any  lot 
appropriated  for  a  cemetery  except  to  accommodate  the 
family  of  a  Keeper  and  such  building  to  be  of  dimensions 
and  constructed  agreeable  to  such  plan  as  may  be  approved 
of  by  a  majority  of  Directors. 

5.  Thirty  to  fifty  acres  in  intermediate  places  and  of  land 
adapted  for  the  purpose,  be  used  by  the  New- York  Horticul¬ 
tural  Society  for  horticultural  purposes  and  as  an  experimen-. 
tal  and  botanical  garden. 

6.  A  Board  of  Director?  to  consist  of  the  Mayor,  Presi¬ 
dents  of  the  Boards  of  Aldermen  and  Assistants,  Recorder, 
the  Aldermen  and  Assistant  of  the  Ward  embracing  the 
Island,  the  First  Judge  of  the  Count  j  Court,  the  President, 
Vice  President  and  Treasurer,  of  the  New-York  Horticul¬ 
tural  Society,  and  every  Society,  purchasers  and  owners  of 
lots  for  cemeteries,  to  be  represented  by  electing  one  repre¬ 
sentative  for  every  lot  of  one  acre  and  less,  and  for  every 
two  acres  over  the  first,  one  representative — the  majority  of 
whom  shall  make  such  regulations  for  the  receiving  and 
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Interring  the  dead,  the  enclosing  of  cemeteries,  the  erection 
of  buildings  thereon,  and  such  other  matters  and  things  as 
may  from  time  to  time  be  necessary  for  the  preservation  of 
good  order  and  decency,  provided  such  rules  and  regulations 
be  not  contrary  to  the  laws  of  the  State  and  ordinances  of 
the  Corporation. 

These  are  the  outlines  of  a  plan  for  the  establishment  of  30 
desirable  an  object  as  a  Rural  Cemetery,  which  I  hope  will 
be  adopted.  Many  other  and  improved  suggestions  will  no 
doubt  be  made  in  the  further  developement  of  the  plan. 

Although  there  may  be  objections  to  the  proposed  location 
there  are  advantages  for  its  being  on  an  Island.  If  there 
were  more  diversity  of  elevation  it  would  be  preferable.  But 
when  we  consider  the  almost  insuperable  difficulty  of  obtain¬ 
ing  from  100  to  200  acres  of  land  connected  with  the  county 
and  the  liability  of  interruption  by  opening  avenues  and 
streets,  perhaps  this  city  cannot  find  a  location  accessible-  by 
water  and  land  by  aid  of  a  bridge  better  adapted  for  the! 
purpose. 

Respectfully  yours, 

JACOB  LORRILLARD. 

Honorable  C.  W.  Lawrence, 

Mayor  of  the  City  of  New -  York, 
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MEMORIAL 

OF  SUNDRY  CITIZENS  OF  NEW- YORK,  PRAYING  THE  COMMON 

COUNCIL  THAT  RANDALL’S  ISLAND  OR  SOME  OTHER 

ISLAND  OR  PLACE  BE  SET  APART  FOR  A  RURAL  CEMETERY 

OR  BURIAL  PLACE. 

Presented  and  referred  to  Committee  on  Public  Lands 
and  Places,  21st  September,  1835. 

To  the  Honorable  the  Mayor,  Aldermen  and  Com- 
monalty  of  the  City  of  New-  York  : 

Your  memorialists,  citizens  of  the  City  and  State  of  New 
York,  would  respectfully  represent  to  your  honorable  body  ; 
That — the  rapid  increase  of  the  population  of  this  city,  and 
the  frequency  with  which  all  our  cemeteries  are  desecrated 
or  disturbed,  as  well  as  other  reasons,  in  the  judgment  of 
your  memorialists,  renders  it  the  imperious  and  sacred  duty 
of  the  Common  Council  immediately  to  secure  a  suitable 
site,  and  the  same  perpetually  to  set  apart  and  consecrate  as 
a  public  cemetery  or  burial  place  for  the  undisturbed  repose 
of  the  ashes  of  our  fellow  citizens. 

And  your  memorialists  would  respectfully  suggest  to  your 
honorable  body,  that  as  it  would  be  impossible  to  select  a 
site  sufficiently  extensive  for  the  purpose  contemplated  by 
your  memorialists  upon  Manhattan  Island — or  if  such  a  site 
could  be  secured,  as  it  would  be  still  more  difficult  perpetu¬ 
ally  to  guarantee  the  sacred  enclosure  from  intrusion  and 
violation  unless  the  tide  of  population  and  the  rage  for  change 
can  be  stayed  in  their  course — with  these  views  your  me¬ 
morialists  would  suggest — that  in  their  judgment  no  spot 
seems  to  be  more  appropriately  fitted  for  the  object  proposed 
than  some  one  of  the  Islands  lying  in  the  East  River.  And 
your  memorialists  would  respectfully  recommend  that  Ran' 
dall’s  Island  be  appropriated  for  this  Holy  Object.  This 
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Island  is  now  the  property  of  the  Corporation  and  comprises 
about  one  hundred  and  eighty  acres  and  could  be  easily 
connected  with  the  city  by  a  bridge  and  is  capable  of  high 
cultivation  and  of  being  tastefully  ornamented  and  laid  out 
with  its  tombs  and  evergreens  and  shaded  walks — and  the 
distance  of  said  Island  from  the  City  Hall  in  the  opinion  of 
your  memorialists  is  no  well-grounded  objection  to  the  loca¬ 
tion,  as  a  spacious  receiving  vault  might  be  constructed  at 
some  convenient  place  tipon  Manhattan  Island  where  funeral 
processions  might  terminate  and  the  remains  of  the  deceased 
be  deposited  until  such  time  as  the  friends  of  the  deceased 
should  direct  their  removal  to  the  Cemetery. 

And  your  memorialists  would  further  represent  that  if 
your  honorable  body  should  determine  to  appropriate  Ran¬ 
dall’s  Island  or  any  other  Island  for  the  purpose  referred  to, 
that  if  something  like  the  following  plan,  which  in  substance 
contains  the  suggestions  of  our  respected  fellow-citizen, 
Jacob  Lorillard,  Esq.  should  be  adopted,  the  Island  would 
be  a  place  of  resort  for  our  citizens  during  the  summer 
months,  and  become  subservient  to  some  of  the  highest  pur¬ 
poses  of  religion  and  human  duty. 

1.  Surveying  and  setting  apart  in  various  parts  of  the  Is¬ 
land  lots  of  land  best  adopted  for  cemeteries  containing  from 
a  quarter  to  five  acres  each,  to  be  sold  at  about  first  cost  to 
such  religious  societies  as  may  be  willing  to  purchase  for 
their  exclusive  use. 

2.  That  application  be  made  to  the  Legislature  authoriz¬ 
ing  any  society  to  purchase  and  hold  such  lands  as  cemete¬ 
ries,  any  law  to  the  contrary  notwithstanding. 

3.  That  a  number  of  lots  be  set  apart  and  held  by  the 
Corporation  of  the  city  for  general  public  burial  places. 

4.  No  dwelling  or  other  building  to  be  erected  on  any  lot 
appropriated  for  a  cemetery  except  to  accommodate  the 
family  of  a  keeper  and  such  building  to  be  of  dimensions 
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and  constructed  agreeable  to  such  plan  as  may  be  approved 
of  by  a  majority  of  Directors. 

5.  Thirty  to  fifty  acres  in  intermediate  places  and  of  land 
adapted  for  the  purpose  be  used  by  the  New- York  Horticul¬ 
tural  Society  for  horticultural  purposes  and  as  an  experimen¬ 
tal  and  botanical  garden. 

6.  A  Board  of  Directors  to  consist  of  the  Mayor,  Presi- 
dents  of  the  Boards  of  Aldermen  and  Assistants,  Recorder, 
the  Alderman  and  Assistant  of  the  Ward  embracing  the 
Island,  the  First  Judge  of  the  County  Court,  the  President, 
Tice  President  and  Treasurer  of  the  New-York  Horticultural 
Society,  and  every  Society,  purchasers  and  owners  of  lots 
for' cemeteries,  to  be  represented  by  electing  one  representa¬ 
tive  for  every  lot  of  one  acre  and  less,  and  for  every  two 
acres  over  the  first,  one  representative — the  majority  of 
whom  shall  make  such  regulations  for  the  receiving  and 
interring  the  dead,  the  enclosing  of  cemeteries,  the  erection 
of  buildings  thereon,  and  such  other  matters  and  things  as 
may  from  time  to  time,  be  necessary  for  the  preservation  of 
good  order  and  decency,  provided  such  rules  and  regulations 
be  not  contrary  to  the  laws  of  the  State  and  the  ordinances 
of  the  Corporation. 

And  your  memorialists  will  simply  add,  in  conclusion,  in 
the  language  of  the  accomplished  Story,  that  a  rural  cemete¬ 
ry  seems  to  combine  all  the  advantages  which  can  be  pro¬ 
posed  to  gratify  human  feelings  or  tranquilize  human  fears — 
to.secure  the  best  religious  influence  arid  to  cherish  all  those 
associations  which  cast  a  cheerful  light,  over 'the  darkness  of 
the  grave. 

And  your  memorialists,  as'  in  duty  bound,  will  ever 
pray,  &c. 

Fylor  Dibblee,  L.  L.  Ilale, 

Samuel  R.  Childs,  J.  P.  Tappan, 

David  Graham.  Jr.  David  Buck, 


[Doc.  No.  13. 


87 

S.  B.  Woodruff, 

H.  W.  Childs, 

Henry  A.  J  ittle, 

Wm.  A.  Bucher, 

Robert  P.  Campbell, 

Chas.  W.  Huntington, 
Wm.  B.  Townsend, 

E.  W.  Dunham, 

Charles  Colgate, 

T.  H.  Merry, 

J.  M.  Cholwell, 

P.  S.  Parker. 


S.  E.  Morse, 

William  Stone, 
William  W.  Campbell, 
Jesse  C.  Smith, 

John  H.  Ferris, 

John  R.  Cornell, 
William  R.  Wheaton, 
William  N.  Noble, 

O.  E.  Huntington, 

M.  Wakeman, 

William  V.  Brady, 


REPORT 

OF  THE  COMMITTEE  ON  PUBLIC  LANDS  AND  PLACES, 
PRESENTED  AND  ADOPTED  JUNE  9th,  1823. 

The  Committee  on  Lands  and  Places  to  whom  was  refer¬ 
red  the  subject  of  a  site  for  a  city  burial  ground,  presented  the 
following  Report,  which  was  adopted  and  directed  to  be 
published  in  the  papers  employed  by  the  Board. 

The  Committee  on  Lands  and  Places  to  whom  was  refer¬ 
red  the  selection  of  a  suitable  place  for  a  Public  Burying 
Ground, 

RESPECTFULLY  REPORT: 

That  they  have  attended  to  the  duties  of  their  appoint¬ 
ment,  and  after  full  consultation  have  selected  the  piece  of 
ground  belonging  to  the  Corporation,  lying  between  the  Fifth 
and  Sixth  Avenues,  and  between  40th  and  45th  streets,  a 
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plan  whereof  accompanies  this  Report,  as  a  place  well  calctt' 
lated  for  a  public  burying  ground.  The  Committee  do  not 
think  it  necessary  to  add  their  testimony  to  the  many  others 
that  -are  accumulating,  in  favor  of  a  measure  so  vitally  im¬ 
portant  to  the  safety  and  health  of  the  citizens  at  large,  as 
the  burial  of  the  Dead  at  a  suitable  distance  from  the  habi¬ 
tations  of  the  Living.  They  will  only  remark  that  this  city 
is  destined  at  no  great  distance  of  time,  to  rival  some  of  the 
capitals  of  the  old.  world,  and  whatever  can  be  done  to  pro¬ 
voke  its  commercial  and  local  advantages  ought  to  engage 
the  attention  and  exertions  of  every  inhabitant,  as  the. dic¬ 
tate  no  less  of  interest  than  of  patriotism,  and  whatever 
measure  shall  tend  to  the  security  and  comfort  of  human  life, 
and  render  our  situation  a  place  of  sale  and'  agreeable  re¬ 
sort  for  strangers  and  of  habitation  for  our  resident  citizens, 
must  in  the  nature  of  things  advance  .the  solid  and  permanent 
interest  of  all.  The  ground  your  Committee  have  selected 
contains  upwards  of  twenty-six  acres,  and  is  at  the  distance 
of  three  miles  and  a  quarter  from  the  City  Hall.  Its  situa¬ 
tion  is  high  and  pleasant  and  well  calculated  as  to  soil  for 
the  purpose  in  view.  If  the  Corporation  should  approve  of 
the  selection  made  by  the  Committee,  it  is  recommended 
that  the  whole  be  declared  by  a  resolution  of  the  Board  to 
be  reserved  for  a  burying  ground,  and  that  so  much  of  it  as 
shall  be  deemed  necessary  be  immediately  enclosed  by  a 
permanent  wall  properly  secured  at  the  top  to  prevent  all 
intrusions,  with  two  gates,  one  on  the  Fifth  Avenue,  the  other 
on  the  cross  road  leading  from  the  Bloomingdale  to  the 
middle  road.  Much  if  not  the  whole  of  this  work  might  be 
done  by  the  convicts.  The  whole  to  be  surrounded  and 
intersected  with  rows  of  trees  of  a  proper  description. — 
The  different  religious  congregations  of  the  city  might  be 
here  accommodated  with  ground  for  the  interment  of  their 
deceased  members  and  stated  hearers ;  individuals  who 
may  choose  to  select  the  particular  spots  for  their  families 
might  also  be  accommodated  and  a  sufficiency  of  ground  be 
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still  remaining  for  the  numerous  poor  whose  necessities  in 
the  solemn  business  of  interment  equally  with  the  affluent, 
and  those  in  middling  circumstances  will  thus  be  provided 
for,  and  the  ground  called  Potters  Field  can  still  be  used 
until  the  wisdom  of  the  Board  shall  otherwise  determine,  it 
being  understood  from  some  gentlemen  of  the  Board  that  the 
neighborhood  of  Potters  Field  is  begining  to  be  too  numerous¬ 
ly  inhabited  for  the  continuance  of  that  ground  as  a  place  of 
interment.  It  is  understood  by  your  Committee,  that  several 
individuals  have  already  expressed  a  wish  to  purchase  ground 
within  the  plQt  selected  by  your  Committee  for  the  purpose 
of  interment. 

The  examples  of  the  cities  of  Albany  and  New  Haven, 
are  striking  instances  of  the  wisdom  and  propriety  of  the 
measure  at  present  in  view  by  the  Common  Council.  The 
details  necessarily  connected  with  the  subject  of  the  present 
report  must  be  decided  upon  hereafter,  and  will  of  course 
depend  upon  the  decision  to  be  now  made  by  the  Common 
Council  upon  the  question  on  the  adoption  of  the  present 
report.  Your  Committee  would 'recommend  one  in  particu¬ 
lar,  namely,  that  a  man  of  good  character  be  appointed  as 
keeper  of  the  ground  to  reside  iu  its  immediate  vicinity  with 
whom  the  keys  shall  be  lodged,  and  without  application  to 
whom  the  gates  are  not  to  be  opened,  so  that  all  fears  and 
apprehensions  on  the  part  of  the  surviving  friends,  may  be 
removed  as  to  any  disturbance  that  may  be  attempted  to  the 
remains  of  those  over  whose  memory  and  ashes  the  human 
heart  must  linger  with  affectionate  remembrance.  And  the 
Committee  cannot  but  add  in  justice  to  the  very  distinguished 
profession,  and  especially  its  younger  members,  towards 
whom  some  prejudices  have  attempted  to  be  excited,  that 
they  must  and  unquestionably  do  profess  too  high  a  regard 
for  the  estimation  of  their  fellow  citizens,  even  to  attempt 
the  sacriligious  profanations  of  a  City  Burying  Ground,  more 
particularly  as  it  is  understood  that  a  sufficient  number  of 
.anatomical  subjects  are  obtainable  from  other  sources  for  liic 
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advancement  of  science.  The  Committee  conclude  by  offer¬ 
ing  the  following  resolution : 

Resolved,  That  the  ground  specified  in  the  accompanying 
map,  and  lying  between  the  Fifth  and  Sixth  Avenues,  and 
40th  and  45th  streets,  be,  and  the  same  is  hereby  apprppria- 
ted  for  a  Public  Burying  Ground. 

SAMUEL  feT.  JOHN,  J.  DYCKMAN, 

ROBERT  MCQUEEN,  E.  W.  DYCKMAN. 

JACOB  B.  TAYLOR, 


SECOND  REPORT 

OF  THE  COMMITTEE  ON  PUBLIC  LANDS  AND  PLACES, 
PRESENTED  AND  ADOPTED  JUNE  23d,  1823. 

The  Committee  on  I  ,ands  and  Places,  to  whom  was  re¬ 
ferred  to  inquire  into  the  necessary  arrangements  for  pre¬ 
paring  the  City  Burial  Ground,  reported  as  follows : 

The  Committee  on  Lands  and  Places,  to  whom  it  was  re¬ 
ferred  to  inquire  into  the  necessary  arrangements  for  pre¬ 
paring  the  City  Burial  Ground, 

RESPECTFULLY  REPORT : 

That  they  have  taken  a  further  view  and  made  additional 
examinations,  of  the  ground  selected  for  the  above  mention¬ 
ed  purpose  since  the  last  meeting  of  the  Common  Council. 
In  this  view  and  examination,  your  Committee  were  accom¬ 
panied  by  other  gentlemen  of  the  Common  Council  and 
several  officers  of  the  Board,  and  the  result  is  in  every  re¬ 
spect  satisfactory  as  it  regards  the  situation  and  quality  of 
the  ground.  The  highest  part  is  upwards  of  80  feet,  and 
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the  lowest  upwards  of  60  feet  above  the  tide  water,  and  the 
prospect  it  affords  is  perhaps  equal  to  any  on  the  Island. — 
The  ground  is  free  from  stone  and  any  undue  dampness,  as 
appeared  from  seven  or  eight  different  experiments  made  to 
the  usual  depth  of  diggingfor  interments.  The  Committee 
from  further  information  received  since  the  last  Report,  are 
fully  convinced  that  as  soon  as  this  ground  shall  be  prepar¬ 
ed  for  the  purpose  in  view,  there  are  many  individuals  who 
would  make  immediate  arrangements  for  procuring  select 
portions  of  it  for  the  object  contemplated — most,  if  not  all 
the  religious  congregations,  your  Committee  believe,  are 
already  supplied  with  ground  in  the  suburbs — and  your 
Committee  recommend  that  a  sufficient  reservation  be  made 
for  them — for  individuals  disposed  to  purchase,  and  for  the 
poor  who  cannot  afford  to  pay  any  thing  for  interment. — 
The  Committee  recommend  the  following  resolutions : 

Resolved,  That  such  portion  of  the  City  Burial  Ground  as 
the  Committee  shall  on  further  examination  deem  it  advisa¬ 
ble  to  have  secured,  be  fenced  in  with  such  sufficient  work 
as  shall  be  found  necessary,  and  that  the  same  be  done  un¬ 
der  the  direction  of  a  Committee  of  this  Board. 

Resolved,  That  the  said  ground,  or  such  part  of  it  as  this 
Committee  shall  deem  proper,  be  set  out  with  trees  under 
their  direction. 

Resolved,  That  the  said  Committee  report  to  this  Board 
what  arrangements  will,  in  their  opinion,  be  proper  and  ne¬ 
cessary  for  disposing  of  the  said  ground,  and  also  what  ar¬ 
rangements  will  be  necessary  for  the  accommodation  of  a 
Superintendent  of  said  Ground. 

SAMUEL  ST.  JOHN, 

HENRY  MEAD, 

E.  W.  KING, 

JACOB  B.  TAYLOR, 

JACOBUS  DYCKMAN. 
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Which  was  approved — the  resolution  adopted— and  the 
said  Committee  were  requested  to  carry  the  same  into  effect. 


COMMUNICATION  FROM  JAMES  CONNER,  ESQ. 


New- York,  Dec.  3,  1835. 

To  the  Honorable  the  Common  Council : 

The  undersigned  having  observed  by  the  proceedings  of 
your  honorable  body,  that  a  memorial  from  sundry  citizens 
of  New- York,  has  been  presented  for  the  purpose  of  inducing 
the  Common  Council  to  purchase  Randall’s  Island  for  a  buri¬ 
al  place,  most  respectfully  informs  your  honorable  body,  that 
he  has  had  the  subject  under  consideration  for  several  years, 
and  that  in  June  last  he  made  a  purchase  of  eighty-three 
acres  on  York  Island,  with  a  view  of  converting  the  same 
into  a  burial  place  similar  to  Pere  La  Chaise,  Paris,  and 
Mount  Auburn,  Boston,  and  that  he  recently  had  a  plan 
prepared,  embracing  part  of  the  ground,  (which  he  herewith 
submits,  together  with  a  map  of  the  whole  ground  owned  by 
him,)  with  a  view  of  presenting  the  same  to  the  public  for 
their  approval  and  patronage ;  he  therefore  trusts  your  hon¬ 
orable  body  will  not  lend  the  aid  of  the  Common  Council  in 
their  Corporate  capacity  to  a  project  that  comes  in  direct 
collision  with  individual  enterprise,  or,  if  your  honorable 
body  deem  it  one  of  those  projects  which  should  be  under 
the  immediate  superintendance  of  your  honorable  body, 
you  would  have  the  above  plot  of  ground  examined  with  a 
‘view  of  purchasing  the  same  from  him  at  a  fair  price. 

JAMES  CONNER. 


93 


[Doc.  No.  13 

At  the  request  of  Assistant  Alderman  D.  P.  Ingraham, 
the  undersigned  has  opened  and  examined  the  ground  now 
belonging  to  James  Conner,  as  to  the  practicability  of  con¬ 
verting  the  same  to  a  Public  Cemetery,  and  begs  to  state  that 
in  the  performance  of  the  duty  he  has  opened  the  ground  in 
‘twenty-nine  different  places,  to  the  depth  of  about  ten  feet 
-and  that  all  of  the  openings,  except  two,  present  a  good  dry 
gravelly  soil,  the  two  have  somewhat  of  a  wet  appearance, 
and  they  are  situated  in  the  lowest  part  of  the  land ;  at  one 
«f  the  openings  a  rock  was  discovered  at  the  depth  of  six 
feet,  but  taking  the  ground,  for  its  quantity  altogether,  I  give 
it  as  my  opinion,  that  not  another  piece  can  be  found  on  this 
Island,  so  well  adapted  for  the  purpose  of  a  Public  Ceme¬ 
tery. 

RICHARD  TONE. 

New-York,  February,  1836. 


New-York,  Feb.  29,  1836. 

D.  P.  Ingraham,  Esq. 

Dear  Sir : — On  Friday  last  I  received,  and  sent  you 
Richard  Tone’s  report  of  the  examination  of  the  ground  made 
by  him,  which  I  trust  is  highly  satisfactory. 

I  now  offer  to  the  Corporation,  through  you,  all  the  ground 
commencing  at  the  centre  line  of  1 51st-street,  running  north 
through  the  centre  of  the  12th  avenue  to  the  centre  of  155th- 
street,  thence  through  the  centre  of  155th-street,  east,  to  the 
centre  of  the  8th  avenue,  thence  south  through  the  centre  of 
said  8th  avenue  to  the  centre  line  of  153rd-street,  thence  west 
to  the  centre  line  of  the  Kingsbridge  Road,  thence  south  to 
the  centre  line  of  151st-street,  thence  west  through  the  cen¬ 
tre  of  the  said  151st-street,  to  the  place  of  beginning,  being 
about  65^  acres  at  $1,500  per  acre. 

Respectfully  and  truly  Yours, 

JAMES  CONNER. 
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DOCUMENT  MO,  14L 


BOARD  OF  ALDERMEN, 


AUGUST  1st,  1836. 


Report  of  the  Committee  on  Wharves,  Piers  and  Slips , 
relative  to  extending  the  3 d  Avenue  to  the  permanent 
line  of  Harlem  River,  and  building  a  bulkhead  along 
the  same,  was  read,  laid  on  the  table,  and  directed  to  be 
printed  for  the  use  of  the  members. 

J.  MORTON,  Clerk. 


The  Committee  on  Wharves,  Piers,  and  Slips,  to  whom 
was  referred  the  annexed  resolution  relative  to  extending 
the  3d  Avenue  to  the  permanent  line  of  the  Harlem  River, 
and  erecting  a  bulkhead  thereon 

RESPECTFULLY  REPORT ; 

That  the  3d  Avenue  is  now  .being  filled  into  the  River, 
without  any  provision  being  made  for  a  bulkhead ;  that  va~ 
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rious  improvements  are  now  in  active  progress  in  that  part 
of  the  city,  both  in  building,  and  in  regulating  streets  ;  and 
that  corresponding  improvements  have  not  been  made  on 
the  River. 

Your  Committee  believe  a  bulkhead  to  be  absolutely  ne¬ 
cessary  to  preserve  the  channel  of  the  River,  as  well  as  for 
the  accommodation  of  that  portion  of  the  city ;  and  that 
the  time  has  now  arrived  when  improvements  on  the  River 
should  be  made  by  the  owners  of  property  there,  as  well  as 
in  other  parts  of  the  city. 

They  therefore  recommend  the  adoption  of  the  following 
resolutions. 

Resolved ,  That  the  Street  Commissioner  cause  a  bulk¬ 
head  to  be  built  at  the  end  of  the  3d  Avenue,  at  or  near  the 
permanent  line  on  the  Harlem  River,  and  that  the  same  be 
charged  to  the  general  appropriation  for  wharves  for  the 
current  year. 

Resolved ,  That  the  owners  of  land,  from  the  3d  Avenue 
to  134th  street,  cause  the  bulkhead  to  be  built  at  their  own 
expense  at  such  place  within  the  permanent  line  as  shall  be 
directed  by  the  Street  Commissioner  in  the  manner  provided 
by  Law. 

AARON  CLARK,  1  Committee 
D.  P.  INGRAHAM,  [  on 
J.  WESTERYELT.  )  Wharves. 


DOCUMENT  NO-  IS. 


BOARD  OF  ALDERMEN, 

AUGUST  1st.  1836. 


Report  from  the  Health  Commissioners  to  whom  was  re¬ 
ferred  the  practicability  of  paving  the  streets  with  wood, 
was  laid  on  the  table,  and  directed  to  be  printed  for  the 
use  oj  the  members. 

J.  MORTON,  Clerk. 


To  the  Honorable ,  the  Board  of  Aldermen  : 
Gentlemen— The  undersigned  to  whom  reference  was 
made  on  the  subject  of  the  healthfulness  of  wood  as  a  sub¬ 
stitute  for  paving  the  streets  of  the  City ; 

RESPECTFULLY  REPORT ; 

That  to  their  knowledge  the  question  of  health  as  connect- 
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ed  with  such  a  substitute  has  never  been  made ;  that  so  far 
as  they  are  informed  and  believe,  the  substitution  of  wood 
for  slone,  has  the  advantage  in  point  of  salubrity,  inasmuch 
as  it  can  with  more  convenience  and  facility,  be  kept  free 
from  all  the  filth  and  rubbish  which  now  annoys,  from  the 
impossibility  of  its  being  completely  removed. 

If  it  can  be  presumed  in  any  case  to  be  unhealthy,  the 
opinion  has  been  formed  on  the  ground  that  it  was  liable  to 
decay,  and  decayed  vegetable  matter  may  be  cause  of  dis¬ 
ease. 

On  this  point  the  undersigned  are  agreed  that  whatever 
cause  of  disease  may  thus  be  created,  it  cannot  amount  to 
the  tythe  part  of  that  which  necessarily  arises  from  pave¬ 
ments  as  now  made  in  this  City  ;  and  if  properly  construct¬ 
ed  it  is  presumed  it  will  scarcely  be  more  liable  to  decay 
than  the  stone  for  which  it  is  contemplated  to  be  substituted. 

Respectfully  submitted, 

JAMES  R.  MANLEY,  1  „  ,  .  „ 
WILLIAM  ROCKWELL,  (  Health  Com' 
SMITH  CUTTER,  )  m™sioners. 

New-York,  August  1st,  1836. 


■ 
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DOCUMENT  NO.  16- 


BOARD  OF  ALDERMEN, 

AUGUST  1,  1836. 


The  following  communication  was  received  from  the  Street 
~~  Commissioner ,  relative  to  Union  Place,  together  with 
the  annexed  resolution,  which  was  read  and  adopted. 

J.  MORTON,  Clerk. 


The  Street.  Commissioner  begs  leave  to  call  the  attention 
of  the  Common  Council  to  the  subject  of  grading  and  of 
constructing  a  coping  and  railing  around  Union  Place,  and 
respectfully  to  inform  them  that  resolutions  have  been  passed 
and  appropriations  made  by  the  Common  Council,  to  the 
amount  of  $ 25,000  for  this  purpose,  that  contracts  have  been 
made  for  grading  and  for  the  coping,  and  that  proposals 
were  subsequently  received  for  the  railing  one  at  4  cents  9J 
mills,  and  two  others  at  6|  cents  per  pound. 

The  contract  was  awarded  to  Benjamin  B.  Howell  who 
did  not  come  forward  to  sign  his  contract,  and  when  finally 
notified  so  to  do,  declined,  alledging  that  iron  had  increased 
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in  price  and  that  he  could  not  afford  to  do  it  at  his  offer. _ 

The  Committee  then  determined  to  give  it  to  Cornell  and 
Althouse  at  cents  per  pound,  but  upon  estimating  the 
cost  of  the  same  added  to  that  of  the  preceding  contracts, 
it  was  found  to  exceed  the  amount  of  the  appropriations, 
and  the  Committee  did  not  feel  authorized  to  make  the  con¬ 
tract  and  none  has  been  made. 

Proposals  have  again  been  received  for  constructing  the 
railing  as  low  as  6J  cents  per  pound,  by  responsible  individ¬ 
uals  which  will  make  the  whole  probable  expense  as  follows* 


Grading, 

#13,000 

Coping, 

11,500 

Foundation  for  Coping, 

1,100 

Railing, 

10,400 

Making  a  total  of 

36,000 

Amount  of  appropriations, 

25,000 

Requiring  the  additional  sum  of 

#11,000 

The  contract  for  constructing  the  coping  will  probably  be 

completed  in  the  course  of  the  fall,  when  it  will  be  important 
that  the  railing  be  in  a  state  of  forwardness  to  be  put  up. 

The  Street  Commissioner,  therefore,  respectfully  offers 
the  following  resolution  to  enable  him  to  proceed  in  a  con¬ 
tract  for  the  railing. 

Resolved ,  That  the  Street  Commissioner  contract  for  an 
Iron  Railing  around  Union  Place,  and  that  the  sum  of 
f 1 1,000  be  appropriated  therefor,  in  addition  to  appropria¬ 
tions  heretofore  made. 

Respectfully  submitted, 

JOHN  EWEN,  Street  Commissioner. 

Adopted  by  the  Board  of  Aldermen,  August  1,  1836. 

Adopted  by  the  Board  of  Assistants,  August  1, 1836. 

Approved  by  the  Mayor,  August  3, 1836. 

J.  MORTON,  Clerk. 


DOCUMENT  NO.  17. 


BOARD  OF  ALDERMEN 

AUGUST  1st,  1836. 


The  Street  Committee  presented  the  following  Report , 
relative  to  changing  the  grade  of  Gold,  Spruce  and 
Ferry  streets,  which  was  read  and  adopted. 

J.  MORTON,  Clerk, 


The  Street  Committee,  to  whom  was  referred  the  accom¬ 
panying  petition  and  remonstrance  of  persons  interested  in 
the  regulation  of  Gold  and  Ferry  streets, 

RESPECTFULLY  REPORT : 

That  Gold  street  has  recently  been  widened  on  the  north¬ 
erly  side,  which  has  caused  the  destruction  of  the  buildings 
on  that  side  of  the  street,  and  has  subjected  the  petitioners, 
who  are  owners  on  said  street,  to  heavy  assessments ;  that 
said  petitioners  are  desirous  of  further  improving  the  street 
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by  changing  the  regulation  so  as  to  elevate  the  same  three 
feet  at  Ferry  street ;  that  such  change  in  the  regulation  will 
effect  a  corresponding  change  in  Spruce  and  Ferry  streets, 
the  latter  terminating  in  a  wedge  at  Jacob  street ;  and  that 
.most  of  the  owners  on  Ferry  street  are  in  consequence  op¬ 
posed  to  any  alteration. 

The  present  regulation  ot  Gold  street  is  but  six  feet  ten 
inches  above  tide,  from  whence  it  ascends  to  Beekman  street, 
where  it  is  seventeen  feet  above  tide,  making  the  ascent  be¬ 
tween  very  great. 

The  proposed  change  in  the  regulation  will  improve  the 
appearance  of  the  street,  reduce  the  objectionable  ascent, 
and  give  room  for  dry  cellars. 

Your  Committee,  upon  a  full  investigation  of  the  subject 
are  of  opinion  that  the  measure  proposed  is  not  only  reason¬ 
able  but  necessary,  that  a  proper  regard  for  the  health  as 
well  as  the  convenience  of  the  neighborhood  require  it ; 
and  that  the  present  is  a  fairer  opportunity  than  can  again 
be  presented  for  effecting  this'desirable  improvement. 

The  Committee  therefore  offer  the  following  resolution. 

Resolved ,  That  the  graduation  of  Gold  street,  from 
Frankfort  to  Beekman  street ;  the  graduation  of  Ferry  street, 
from  Gold  to  Jacob  street ;  and  the  graduation  of  Spruce 
street,  be  changed,  conformably  to  the  lines  drawn  on  the 
accompanying  maps,  dated  March,  1836,  and  signed  by 
Thomas  R.  Ludlum,  City  Surveyor. 

SAMUEL  PURDY,  ) 

EDWARD  TAYLOR,  >  Committee. 

NEHEMIAH  WATERBURY,  \ 

Adopted  by  the  Board  of  Aldermen,  August  1, 1836. 

Adopted  by  the  Board  of  Assistants,  August  1,  1836. 

Approved  by  the  Mayor,  August  3,  1836. 

J.  MORTON,  Clerk. 


■ 


. 


DOCUMENT  NO.  18. 


BOARD  OF  ALDERMEN, 

AUGUST  1st,  1836. 


The  Committee  on  Roads  and  Canals  presented  the  fol¬ 
lowing  Report  relative  to  constructing  a  Sewer ,  in  21st 
street, from  the  Blooming  dale  Road  to  the  Hudson  River, 
which  was  read  and  adopted. 

J.  MORTON,  Clerk. 


The  Committee  on  Roads  and  Canals,  to  whom  was  re¬ 
ferred  the  annexed  petition  and  resolution  to  construct  a 
sewer  in  21st  street,  from  the  Bloomingdale  Road  to  the  Hud¬ 
son  River, 

RESPECTFULLY  REPORT: 

That  the  petitioners  represent  that  portion  of  the  ground 
through  which  said  sewer  is  proposed,  lying  between  the 
Bloomingdale  Road  and  the  Eighth  avenue,  that  a  notice  of 
the  proposition  has  been  duly  advertised,  and  that  a  remon- 
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strance  herewith  submitted  has  been  presented  to  the  Com¬ 
mittee  by  persons  who  represent  another  portion  of  the 
street,  between  the  8th  and  9th  Avenues,  whose  objections 
are  that  the  particular  part  of  the  street  embracing  their  in¬ 
terest  does  not  require  it,  the  ground  being  perfectly  dry  ; 
they  disclaim  however  remonstrating  against  any  improve¬ 
ment  which  the  Common  Council  for  the  public  good  may 
deem  necessary,  providing  they  are  not  to  be  assessed  for 
what  they  consider  unnecessary  to  them. 

The  petitioners  represent,  that  the  ground  east  of  the  8th 
avenue  is  much  incommoded  by  water ;  that  most  of  the 
owners  have  been  compelled  to  fill  up  their  cellars ;  and 
that  those  cellars  that  have  not  been  filled  are  covered  with 
water  to  within  two  feet  of  the  surface  of  the  street ;  that 
they  are  prevented  from  further  improving  their  property  in 
consequence ;  that  said  sewer,  if  built,  will  afford  the  relief 
desired ;  and  that  they  do  not  wish  any  to  be  assessed  for 
the  same  who  will  not  be  benefitted. 

The  ground  lying  between  the  Bloomingdale  Road  and 
the  Eighth  avenue  is  of  a  character  to  resist  the  waters  set- 
tleing  through,  and  it  flows  into  the  cellars,  in  consequence 
of  which  and  to  remedy  the  evil  sewers  have  been  con¬ 
structed  in  12th  and  14th  streets,  the  desirable  effects  of 
which  are  already  known  and  acknowledged,  and  various 
petition?  are  now  before  .the  Common  Council  for  others  in 
the  intermediate  . streets. 

Your  Committee  believe  that  both  the  health  and  conve¬ 
nience  of  the  section  described  require  the  ground  to  be  thor¬ 
oughly  drained ;  that  it  can  only  be  done  by  recourse  to 
sewers  in  all  the  strcetsin  that  neighborhood,  that  it  is  there¬ 
fore  necessary  to  provide  for  a  system  of  sewers  in  that 
vicinity  by  which  the  water  may  be  discharged  into  the 
river- 

As  21st  streetds  the  low  street  it  is  necessary  that  the 
main  sewer  should  be  placed  therein  to  run  to  the  river,  and 
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this  must  be  done  even  if  it  is  unnecessary  for  the  lots  front¬ 
ing  on  the  streets  below  the’  8th  avenue. 

The  Committee  however  believe  it  will  be  a  benefit  even 
to  that  portion  of  the  street,  by  allowing  deeper  cellars  free 
from  water. 

They  therefore  recommend  a  sewer  to  be  constructed  in 
21st  street  between  the  Bloomingdale  Road  and  the  Hudson 
River ;  that  that  portion  of  it  east  of  the  6th  avenue  be  made 
four  feet  diameter  in  the  clear  and  be  placed  to  the  depth 
of  1 2  feet  below  the  regulation ;  that  it  be  enlarged  to  6  feet 
at  the  sixth  avenue,  to  receive  the  other  sewers ;  and  that  it 
be  graduated  from  the  depth  of  12  feet  to  the  elevation  of 
low  water  at  the  probable  exterior  line  of  the  River  under 
the  direction  of  the  Street  Commissioner. 

The  Committee  offer  the  following  resolutions. 

Resolved,  That  a  sewer  with  the  requisite  Culvert  and 
receiving  basins,  be  constructed  in  21st  street,  between  the 
Bloomingdale  road  and  the  Hudson  River. 

Resolved,  That  said  sewer  east  of  the  6th  avenue  be 
placed  12  feet  below  the  regulation,  and  be  four  feet  diame¬ 
ter  in  the  clear. 

Resolved,  That  the  sewer  be  enlarged  at  the  6th  avenue 
to  six  feet,  and  be  graduated  from  the  depth  of  12  feet  to 
low  water  at  the  probable  exterior  line  of  the  River,  under 
the  direction  of  the  Street  Commissioner. 

Resolved ,  That  the  accompanying  ordinance  be  adopted, 
and  the  assessors  therein  named  appointed. 


D.  P.  INGRAHAM, 

JOHN  Y.  GREENFIELD, 
AARON  CLARK, 


Committee  on 
Roads  and  Canals. 


Adopted  by  the  Board  of  Aldermen,  August  1, 1836. 
Adopted  by  the  Board  of  Assistants,  August  1, 1836. 
Approved  by  the  Mayor,  August  4,  1836. 


J.  MORTON,  Clerk. 


■ 
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DOCUMENT  NO.  18. 


BOARD  OF  ALDERMEN, 


AUGUST  1st,  1836. 


The  Committee  on  Roads  and  Canals  presented  the  fol¬ 
lowing  Report  relative  to  constructing  a  Sewer,  in  21s£ 
street, from  theBloomingdale  Road  to  the  Hudson  River, 
which  was  read  and  adopted. 

J.  MORTON,  Clerk. 


The  Committee  on  Roads  and  Canals,  to  whom  was  re¬ 
ferred  the  annexed  petition  and  resolution  to  construct  a 
sewer  in  21st  street,  from  the  Bloomingdale  Road  to  the  Hud¬ 
son  River, 


RESPECTFULLY  REPORT : 

That  the  petitioners  represent  that  portion  of  the  ground 
through  which  said  sewer  is  proposed,  lying  between  the 
Bloomingdale  Road  and  the  Eighth  avenue,  that  a  notice  of 
the  proposition  has  been  duly  advertised,  and  that  a  remon- 
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strance  herewith  submitted  has  been  presented  to  the  Com¬ 
mittee  by  persons  who  represent  another  portion  of  the 
street,  between  the  8th  and  9th  Avenues,  whose  objections 
are  that  the  particular  part  of  the  street  embracing  their  in¬ 
terest  does  not  require  it,  the  ground  being  perfectly  dry  ', 
they  disclaim  however  remonstrating  against  any  improve¬ 
ment  which  the  Common  Council  for  the  public  good  may 
deem  necessary,  providing  they  are  not  to  be  assessed  for 
what  they  consider  unnecessary  to  them. 

The  petitioners  represent,  that  the  ground  east  of  the  8th 
avenue  is  much  incommoded  by  water ;  that  most  of  the 
owners  have  been  compelled  to  fill  up  their  cellars ;  and 
that  those  cellars  that  have  not  been  filled  are  covered  with 
water  to  within  two  feet  of  the  surface  of  the  street ;  that 
they  are  prevented  from  further  improving  their  property  in 
consequence ;  that  said  sewer,  if  built,  will  afford  the  relief 
desired ;  apd  that  they  cjo  pot  wish  any  to  be  assessed  fpr 
the  same  who  will  not  be  benefitted. 

The.  ground  lyjng  between  the  Bloomingdale  Road  and 
the  Eighth  avenue  is  of  a  character  to  resist  the  waters  set- 
tleing  through,  and  it  flows  into  the  cellars,  in  consequence 
of  which  and  to  remedy  the  evil  sewers  have  been  con¬ 
structed  in  12th  and  14th  streets,  the  desirable  effects  of 
which  are  already  known  and  acknowledged,  and  various 
petitions  are  now  befpre  tlje  Conpnon;  CouncU  for  others  in 
the  intermediate  streets., 

Ifqur,  .Cp.Wftt#1?!  feekfi both,  the  l?s4th»imd  cqnye-. 
nience  of  the  section  described  require  the  ground  tq  bp  .thor¬ 
oughly  drained ;  that  it  can  only  be  done  by  recourse  to 
sewers  in  all  the  sfr eets  in  thajt  neighborhood,  that  it  is  there¬ 
fore  necessary  to  provide  for  a  system  of  sewers  in  that 
vhjjpity  by  which  tihei  water- may  be.  discharged  into  the 
ri,ver._ 

Assist  street  is- the  low  street  ft' is  necessary-  that)  the* 
main  sewer  should  be  placed  therein  to  run-  to  the  river, 'and 
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this  must  be  done  even  if  it  is  unnecessary  for  the  lots  front¬ 
ing  on  the  streets  below  the  8th  avenue. 

The  Committee  however  believe  it  will  be  a  benefit  even 
to  that  portion  of  the  street,  by  allowing  deeper  cellars  free 
from  water. 

They  therefore  recommend  a  sewer  to  be  constructed  in 
21st  street  between  the  Bloomingdale  Road  and  the  Hudson 
River ;  that  that  portion  of  it  east  of  the  6th  avenue  be  made 
four  feet  diameter  in  the  clear  and  be  placed  to  the  depth 
of  1 2  feet  below  the  regulation ;  that  it  be  enlarged  to  6  feet 
at  the  sixth  avenue,  to  receive  the  other  sewers ;  and  that  it 
be  graduated  from  the  depth  of  12  feet  to  the  elevation  of 
low  water  at  the  probable  exterior  line  of  the  River  under 
the  direction  of  the  Street  Commissioner. 

The  Committee  offer  the  following  resolutions. 

Resolved,  That  a  sewer  with  the  requisite  Culvert  and 
receiving  basins,  be  constructed  in  21st  street,  between  the 
Bloomingdale  road  and  the  Hudson  River. 

Resolved,  That  said  sewer  east  of  the  6th  avenue  be 
placed  12  feet  below  the  regulation,  and  be  four  feet  diame¬ 
ter  in  the  clear. 

Resolved,  That  the  sewer  be  enlarged  at  the  6th  avenue 
to  six  feet,  and  be  graduated  from  the  depth  of  12  feet  to 
low  water  at  the  probable  exterior  line  of  the  River,  under 
the  direction  of  the  Street  Commissioner. 


Resolved,  That  the  accompanying  ordinance  be  adopted, 
and  the  assessors  therein  named  appointed. 


D.  P.  INGRAHAM, 

JOHN  Y.  GREENFIELD, 
AARON  CLARK, 


Committee  on 
Roads  and  Canals. 


Adopted  by  the  Board  of  Aldermen,  August  1, 1836. 
Adopted  by  the  Board  of  Assistants,  August  1, 1836. 
Approved  by  the  Mayor,  August  4,  1836. 

J.  MORTON,  Clerk. 


■ 


DOCUMENT  NO  19- 


BOARD  OP  ALDERMEN, 

AUGUST  1st,  1836. 


The  Committee  on  Roads  and  Canals  presented  the  follow¬ 
ing  report  in  favor  of  the  petition  for  a  Sewer  in 
Eleventh  street ,  from  the  easterly  line  of  the  Fifth 
Avenue  to  the  Sewer  in  the  Sixth  Avenue,  which  was 
read,  adopted  and  directed  to  be  sent  to  the  Board  of 
Assistants  for  concurrence. 

J.  MORTON,  Clerk. 


The  Committee  on  Roads  and  Canals  to  whom  was  re¬ 
ferred  the  annexed  petition  of  Edward  A.  Nicoll  and  others, 
for  a  sewer  in  Eleventh-street  from  the  5th  to  the  6th, 
avenue. 

REPORT : 

That  from  an  endorsement  on  the  back;  of  the  petition  it 
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appears  that  the  same  was  referred  to  the  Alderman  and 
Assistant  of  the  ward  in  which  it  is  situated  and  the  Street 
Commissioner  with  power,  on  the  same  evening  in  which  it 
was  presented. 

The  ordinance  on  this  subject  directs  that  all  propositions 
involving  an  assessment  on  the  property  shall  be  advertised 
in  the  papers  before  the  same  is  adopted ;  as  this  had  not 
been  done  your  Committee  caused  the  same  to  be  so  adver¬ 
tised,  and  have  received  no  objections  thereto.  But  your 
Committee  cannot  now  recommend  a  concurrence  in  the 
referrence  as  made  by  the  Board  of  Assistants. 

The  proper  course  of  legislation  on  this  subject  is  by 
passing  an  ordinance  and  appointing  the  Assessors  prepara¬ 
tory  to  doing  the  work,  and  a  reference  to  the  representatives 
of  a  ward  with  power  of  any  application  for  an  improve¬ 
ment,  the  expense  of  which  it  was  intended  to  assess  must  be 
in  vain.  The  representatives  could  not  legally  either  pass 
an  ordinance  or  appoint  Assessors  under  such  a  reference. 

The  petitioners  ask  to  have  the  sewer  placed  at  least  14 
feet  below  the  curb  at  the  5th  avenue,  as  it  is  intended  that 
this  sewer  shall  discharge  the  water  into  the  sewer  at  the 
6th  avenue,  it  would  be  impossible  to  place  it  at  such  a  depth 
below  the  surface,  at  the  5th  avenue.  The  sewer  at  the 
6th  avenue  and  llth-street  is  not  more  than  nine  feet  below 
the  curb  and  it  is  necessary  that  there  should  be  a  sufficient 
descent  from  the  5th  to  the  6th  avenue  to  keep  the  sewer 
clean. 

The  Committee  therefor  recommend  that  the  depth  below 
the  surface  at  which  the  sewer  shall  be  placed  be  left  to  the 
judgment  of  the  Street  Commissioner  and  they  offer  the  fol¬ 
lowing  resolutions. 

Resolved ,  That  this  Board  do  not  concur  with  the  Board 
of  Assistants  in  referring  the  annexed  petition  with  power. 
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Resolved ,  That  a  sewer  be  built  in  Eleventh-street,  from 
the  easterly  line  of  the  5th  avenue  to  the  sewer  in  the  6th 
avenue,  of  sufficient  dimensions  to  carry  off  the  water  and 
to  be  placed  as  far  beneath  the  surface  as  will  allow,  so  as 
to  empty  the  water  into  the  sewer  at  the  6th  avenue. 

Resolved ,  That  the  accompanying  ordinance  be  adopted 
therefor  and  that  the  Assessors  named  be  appointed. 


D.  P.  INGRAHAM,  )  n 

AARON  CLARK,  \  Committee  on 

JOHN  Y.  GREENFIELD,  )  Roads  f  Canals- 
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DOCUMENT  NO.  20. 


BOARD  OF  ALDERMEN, 

SEPTEMBER  12th,  1836. 


Report  of  the  Committee  on  Wharves,  Piers  and  Slips, 
in  favor  of  repairing  the  piers,  reported  by  the  Street 
Commissioner,  which  was  read  and  adopted. 

J.  MORTON,  Clerk. 


The  Street  Commissioner  in  relation  to  the  Public  Piers, 
respectfully  communicates  to  the  Common  Council,  that  he 
has  desired  and  obtained  from  the  Superintendant  of  Piers,  a 
list  Of  all  the  pubjic  piers  requiring  repairs,  together  with 
an  estimate  of  expense,  and  that  he  has  visited  personally 
the  said  piers  in  company  with  the  said  Superintendant  and 
respectfully  herewith  presents,  according  to  law,  a  list  of 
those  requiring  a  greater  sum  than  five  hundred  dollars  to 
repair  them  with  estimates  of  the  probable  expense. 
Amounting  in  the  aggregate,  to  -  -  $20,650 
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Aggregate  of  those  requiring  repairs  under  five 

hundred  dollars.  ...  14,000 

Making  the  total  sum  required  to  put  the  piers  in 

repair,  ....  -  $34,650 

The  piers  at  James  and  Burling  Slips,  are  in  very  bac] 
condition,  and  require  immediate  attention. 

Respectfully  submitted. 

JOHN  EWEN,  Jr.,  Street  Commissioner. 


List  of  Public  Piers  requiring  a  greater  sum  than  five 
hundred  dollars  to  repair  them. 


Pier  at  the  foot  of  Walnut-street,  -  -  $1,00Q 

Pier  at  the  foot  of  01iver-street,E.  R.  $1,500,  half 

Corporation, .  750 

Pier  on  east  side  of  James  Slip,  $3,000,  half  Cor¬ 
poration,  ------  1,500 

Pier  31  E.  R.  west  side  of  James  Slip,  -  -  1,000 

Pier  30,  E.  R.  opposite  Holmes  and  Holleys,  -  1,000 

Pier  23,  E.  R.  foot  of  Beekman-street,  $1,500, 

half  Corporation,  -  J50 

Pier  21,  E.  R.  west  side  of  Fulton-street,  -  4,000 

Pier  20,  E.  R.  west  side  oi  Burling  Slip,  $2,000, 

half  Corporation,  r  1,000 

Pier  east  side  of  Old  Slip,  $1,600,  half  Cor¬ 
poration,  . -  800 

Pier  7,  Coenties  Slip, . 2,000 

Pier  6,  west  side  Coenties  Slip,  -  -  -  800 

Pier  11,  Albany  Basin,  N.  R.  $4,000,  half  Cor¬ 
poration,  . 2,000 

Fulton-street  pier,  N.  River,  -  -  -  600 
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Fier  foot  of  Jay-street,  $4,000,  half  Corporation,  2,000 
Pier  north  side  of  Spring-street,  -  -  -  800 

Pier  foot  of  King-street,  ....  700 


Total, . $20,700 

To  which  must  be  added  the  aggregate,  expense 

of  repairing  piers  costing  under  $500  each,  14,000 


$34,700 


The  Committee  on  Wharves,  Piers  and  Slips,  to  whom 
was  referred  the  annexed  report  of  the  Street  Commissioner 
in  relation  to  the  Public  Piers, 


RESPECTFULLY  REPORT: 

That  they  have  made  an  examination  of  the  piers  report¬ 
ed  by  the  Street  Commissioner,  and  that  they  concur  with 
him  in  his  report  on  this  subject,  and  respectfully  offer  the 
following  resolution. 

Resolved,  That  the  piers  enumerated  in  the  annexed 
statement  of  the  Street  Commissioner,  be  repaired,  and  that 
the  sum  of  $34,650  be  appropriated  therefor. 


AARON  CLARK, 

D.  P.  INGRAHAM, 

JOHN  V.  GREENFIELD, 


Committee  on 
Wharves,  Piers 
and  Slips. 
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DOCUMENT  NO,  21. 


BOARD  OF  ALDERMEK, 

SEPTEMBER  12th,  1836. 


Report  of  the  Committee  on  Wharves,  Piers  and  Slips, 
upon  the  resolution  for  re-numbering  the  piers  which 
was  read  and  adopted. 

J.  MORTON,  Clerk. 


The  Committee  on  Wharves,  Piers  and  Slips,  to  whom 
was  referred  the  annexed  resolution,  relative  to  numbering 
piers. 

RESPECTFULLY  REPORT : 

That  on  examination  of  the  Piers,  they  find  that  many  of 
them  are  without  the  proper  number  ;  by  time,  and  negli¬ 
gence,  and  mischievous  intent,  they  have  been  in  some  in¬ 
stances  obliterated,  or  much  defaced.  These  numbers  are 
very  useful  to  our  own  citizens,  and  to  strangers,  they  are 
highly  important.  It  is  now  often  the  case  that  persons  not 
acquainted  with  our  city,  are  much  delayed  and  impeded  in 
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the  transaction  of  business  by  the  absence  of  numbers  on 
some  of  the  piers.  Many  of  them  not  wholly  gone  are  so 
indistinct  as  not  to  be  readily  distinguished.  The  Com¬ 
mittee  are  of  opinion  that  it  should  be  the  duty  of  the  Su¬ 
perintendent  of  Wharves,  in  conjunction  with  the  Superin¬ 
tendent  of  Repairs,  to  observe  every  deficiency  in  this  par¬ 
ticular,  and  repair  it  as  soon  as  it  occurs.  The  posts  too  on 
which  these  numbers  are  placed  should  be  at  all  times  pre¬ 
served  of  a  bright  color  and  calculated  to  attract  the  atten¬ 
tion  of  the  enquirer,  and  the  numbers  placed  thereon  with 
the  most  durable  paint ;  these  facts  and  reasons  induce  the 
Committee  to  offer  for  consideration  the  following  resolution. 

Resolved ,  That  the  Superintendent  of  Repairs,  paint  such 
posts  on  the  piers  as  are  used  for  the  numbering  of  the  same, 
and  that  all  such  numbers  be  distinctly  repainted  on  the  said 
posts  under  the  direction  of  the  Superintendent  of  Wharves. 

Respectfully  submitted. 


AARON  CLARK,  } 

D.  P.  INGRAHAM,  (  Committee  on 

JOHN  V.  GREENFIELD.  )  Wha™es,  fyc. 


DOCUMENT  NO.  22- 


BOARD  OF  ALDERMEN, 


SEPTEMBER  12th,  1836. 


Report  of  the  Committee  on  Wharves ,  $*c.  on  the  resolu¬ 
tion  for  Planking  Wharves ,  fyc.  which  was  read,  laid 
on  the  table,  and  directed  to  be  printed  for  the  use  of  the 
members. 

J.  MORTON,  Clerk. 


The  Committee  on  Wharves,  &e.  of  the  Board  of  Aider- 
men  to  whom  were  referred  the  preceding  resolution  and 
proceedings  thereon, 

RESPECTFULLY  REPORT: 

That  by  the  resolution  it  was  referred  to  the  Committee 
on  Wharves  <fcc.  together  with  the  Superintendent  of 
Wharves,  &c.  to  inquire  into  the  expediency  of  planking  or 
paving  all  the  Wharves  on  the  East  River,  from  the  Battery 
to  Gouverneur  Slip,  and  the  Board  of  Assistants  have  by 
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report  and  resolution  recommended  planking,  as  being  more 
cleanly,  and  have  extended  the  same  to  all  the  wards  on  the 
East  river,  to  be  executed  under  the  direction  of  the  Street 
Commissioner  and  the  Alderman  and  Assistant  of  the 
wards  respectively. 

To  these  provisions  the  Committee  do  not  perceive  any 
material  objection.  It  cannot  be  supposed  for  a  moment 
that  the  above  named  officers  will  unnecessarily  and  im¬ 
properly  incur  the  expense  of  such  work,  and  that  it  should 
be  promptly  and  well  done  when  there  is  occasion  for  it,  will 
scarcely  be  denied.  It  is  highly  necessary  that  our  wharves, 
such  as  they  are,  should  be  kept  clean,  and  in  all  other  re¬ 
spects,  in  the  most  perfect  order  for  convenient  and  profita¬ 
ble  use.  It  is  desirable  that  they  should  be  so  constructed 
on  the  surface  that  the  water  will  quickly  run  off  and  of 
flooring  of  sufficient  thickness  to  bear  for  years  the  constant 
and  heavy  use  to  which  they  are  subjected. 

With  these  views  the  Committee  respectfully  recommend 
that  this  Board  do  concur  with  the  Board  of  Assistants  in 
their  preceding  resolution. 


AARON  CLARK, 

D.  P.  INGRAHAM, 

JOHN  V.  GREENFIELD, 


Committee  o 
Wharves. 


DOCUMENT  NO.  23- 


BOARD  OF  ALDERMEN, 

SEPTEMBER  12th,  1836. 


Report  of  the  Committee  on  Wharves,  §~c.  on  the  petition 
of  David  Leavitt  and  Silas  Butler,  for  reform  of  cer¬ 
tain  piers,  Spc.  which  was  read,  and  unanimously 
adopted. 

J.  MORTON,  Clerk. 


The  Committee  on  Wharves  to  whom  was  referred  the 
preceding  petition  of  David  Leavitt  and  Silas  Butler, 

RESPECTFULLY  REPORT. 

That  the  memorialists  appear  on  behalf  of  themselves 
and  the  others  interested  in  the  New- York  and  Brooklyn 
Steam  Ferry  Boat  Company,  and  they  represent  that  the 
'Piers,  Wharves,  &c.  used  for  ferry  purposes  on  the  Brooklyn 
side  are,  in  several  places,  in  such  condition  as  to  require 
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immediate  repairs  and  praying  that  such  repairs  may  be 
directed  as  may  be  necessary  and  proper. 

The  Committee  in  Company  with  the  Street  Commission¬ 
er  have  personally  examined  and  carefully  inspected  the 
piers  and  wharves  alluded  to  and  find  the  statements  of  the 
petitioners  strictly  true.  The  piers  especially  on  the  east 
and  west  side  of  the  ferry  slip  are  much  rotted,  warped, 
broken,  and  falling  down,  the  east  one  can  probably  be  re¬ 
paired  without  a  special  ordinance,  but  the  west  one  will  cost 
much  more  than  $ 500.  It  is  the  opinion  of  the  Committee 
that  the  safety  and  convenience  of  that  ferry,  and  the  interest 
of  both  New-York  and  Brooklyn  justify  and  require  all 
reasonable  expenditures  for  the  object  set  forth  by  the  me¬ 
morialists.  Therefore  they  respectfully  offer  for  adoption 
the  following  resolution. 

Resolved ,  That  the  Piers  and  Wharves  now  lawfully 
used  for  ferry  purposes  by  the  New-York  and  Brooklyn 
Steam  Ferry  Boat  Company,  at  and  adjoining  the  foot  of 
Fulton-street  on  the  Brooklyn  side  of  the  East  River  be  re¬ 
paired  in  a  necessary  and  proper  manner  under  the  direction 
of  the  Street  Commissioner,  and  at  the  expense  of  such 
party  or  body,  as  is  required  and  provided  in  the  lease  of 
this  city  to  said  Ferry  Company,  and  that  the  sum  of  $  1100 
be  appropriated  therefor. 

AARON  CLARK, 

D,  P.  INGRAHAM, 

JOHN  Y.  GREENFIELtf. 


Committee  on 
Wharves,  fyc. 


DOCUMENT  NO.  24. 


BOARD  OF  ALDERMEN, 

SEPTEMBER  12th,  1836. 


Report  of  the  Committee  on  Wharves,  Spc.  on  the  petition 
of  J.  D.  Stevenson  and  N.  Pearce,  which  was  read,  and 
the  report  and  resolution  rejected. 

J.  MORTON,  Clerk. 


The  Committee  on  Wharves,  Slips  and  Piers  to  whom 
was  referred  the  petition  of  John  D.  Stevenson  and  N. 
Pearce, 

RESPECTFULLY  REPORT: 

That  the  memorialists  set  forth  and  show  to  the  Com¬ 
mittee  that  they  have  erected  a  warehouse  for  the  storage 
of  tobacco,  fronting  on  South  between  Clinton  and  Mont- 
gomery-streets,  in  the  Seventh  Ward  of  the  City  of  New- 
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York,  covering  sixteen  lots  of  ground,  at  an  expense  of 
$55,000,  and  that  they  are  the  lessees  of  the  bulkhead  in 
front  of  said  store  to  the  extent  of  181  feet,  which  is  of 
great  importance  to  them  for  the  reception  and  delivery  of 
tobacco,  the  number  of  hogsheads  amounting  annually  to 
about  20,000,  that  one  of  the  principal  inducements  for 
their  removal  so  far  from  the  business  part  of  the  city  was 
to  obtain  wharf-room,  that  ip  consequence  of  not  having 
entire  control  of  said  bulkhead,  they  are  much  hindered  in 
their  business,  being  frequently  deprived  of  the  use  of  their 
premises  by  vessels  which  haul  in  and  land  lumber  on  the 
wharf,  and  sometimes  permit  the  same  to  lay  for  weeks. 
And  the  petitioners  therefore  pray  to  be  allowed  to  have  the 
entire  control  of  the  said  bulkhead,  in  front  of  their  ware¬ 
house,  upon  such  conditions  as  are  usual  in  such  cases. 
And  Messrs.  Goodhue  &  Go.,  and  nine  other  very  respect¬ 
able  firms,  having  business  with  the  Tobacco  Inspection 
Warehouse,  unite  in  asking  that  the  above  prayer  be 
granted. 

The  Committee  are  of  opinion  that  the  prayer  is  reason¬ 
able  and  proper,  and  should  be  granted. 

By  Sec.  2d  of  Title  2d,  of  Chapter  34,  of  Corporation 
Ordinances,  the  Alderman  and  Assistant  of  each  ward,  may 
appoint  a  discreet  person  for  the  purpose  of  directing  the 
removal  and  disposition  of  vessels,  in  each  of  their  wards 
subject  to  the  legal  provisions  in  such  cases  :  they  may  by 
their  appointment,  delegate  this  power  for  a  portion  or  the 
whole  of  their  water  front.  The  Committee  therefore  think 
that  with  manifest  propriety  this  application  may  be  referred 
to  the  Alderman  and  Assistant  of  the  7th  Ward,  with  full 
power  to  grant  all  the  petitioners  ask,  and  with  a  recommen¬ 
dation  from  the  Common  Council  that  the  same  be  done, 
unless  they  shall  perceive  objections  of  such  magnitude  as 
to  forbid  such  a  course.  This  would  seem  preferable  from 
the  fact  that  special  legislation,  where  general  will  answer, 
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is  not  good  policy— and  it  is  certain  that  the  Common 
Council  would  not  desire  to  grant  the  favor  asked  for  in 
opposition  to  the  opinions  or  wishes  of  the  Alderman  and 
Assistant  of  the  7th  Ward. 

The  following  resolution  is  therefore  respectfully  recom¬ 
mended  for  adoption. 

Resolved,  That  the  foregoing  petition  of  J.  D.  Stevenson 
and  N.  Pearce,  be  referred  to  the  Alderman  and  Assistant  of 
the  7th  Ward,  with  power. 


AARON  CLARK, 

D.  P.  INGRAHAM,  !. 

JOHN  V.  GREENFIELD.  (  Wharves>  fa 


(  Committee  o 
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DOCUMENT  HQ.  25- 


BOARD  OF  ALDERMEN, 

SEPTEMBER  12th,  1836. 


Communication  from  his  Honor  the  Mayor,  transmiting 
from  Mr.  Justice  Lownds,  a  flan  for  a  reorganization 
of  the  Police  Department ,  which  was  referred  to  a  Joint 
Special  Committee,  consisting  of  Alderman  Ingraham, 
Benson  and  Waterbury ,  and  directed  to  be  printed. 

J.  MORTO.N,  Clerk. 


Mayor’s  Office,  New- York,  Sept.  12,  1836. 
Gentlemen  of  the  Common  Council : 

I  transmit  to  you  a  communication  from  Mr.  Justice 
Lownds  on  the  reorganization  of  the  Police  Department 
In  my  annual  message  I  especially  recommended  the  giving 
greater  strength  to  the  civil  force  of  our  city;  and  al¬ 
though  I  am  aware  that  the  maintainance  of  an  efficient 
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preventive  police  will  be  expensive ;  I  believe  our  fellow 
citizens  will  willingly  pay  any  increased  expense  that  may 
be  necessary  to  maintain  peace  and  ordef. 

I  think  most  of  Mr.  Lownds  suggestions  are  deserving  of 
favorable  consideration,  and  l  am  persuaded  that  the  Com¬ 
mon  Council  cannot  devote  their  attention  to  a  more  impor¬ 
tant  subject  than  that  of  organising  a  strong  and  efficient 
police. 

C.  W.  LAWRENCE. 


New-York,  Sept.  5th,  1836. 

To  the  Hosf.  Cornelius  W.  Lawrence, 

Mayor  of  the  City  of  New-  York, 

Sir — Agreeably  to  your  request,  I  herewith  present  the 
outlines  of  a  police  system  for  our  city.  A  great  deal  of 
detail  has  been  omitted  which  it  will  be  necessary  to  go 
into  if  the  general  features  of  the  system  are  approved,  but 
this  sketch  it  is  believed  will  give  an  idea  of  the  plan  I  have 
in  view. 

It  is  not  unlikely  that  the  increased  expense  to  the  city 
may  be  made  an  objection  to  the  adoption  of  the  proposed 
system,  but  when  the  vast  importance  of  an  efficient  police 
in  our  growing  metropolis  is  considered;  when  we  look 
forward  to  the  dense  population  and  immense  wealth  which 
our  great  commercial  advantages  must  accumulate  on  this 
favored  island,  and  above  all,  when  we  take  into  view  the 
great  moral  interests  which  it  is  our  duty  to  foster  and  pro¬ 
tect,  I  trust  that  no  narrow  or  short-sighted  views  of  economy 
will  prevail  in  regard  to  this  truly  important  subject. 
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The  great  and  primary  object  of  every  well  organised 
police  department  should  be  the  prevention  of  crime.  The 
better  to  effect  this  purpose,  it  is  proposed  in  the  contem¬ 
plated  system  to  appoint  a  Chief  Justice  of  Police,  establish 
station  houses  and  a  day  and  night  patrole.  The  Chief 
Justice  shall  have  the  preventive  service  under  his  imme¬ 
diate  superindance,  and  at  the  same  time  be  so  connected 
with  the  rest  of  the  department  as  to  have  an  entire  view  of 
the  operation  of  the  whole  system.  It  is  important  that 
individuals  invested  with  the  extensive  powers  which  by 
statute  and  common  law  are  delegated  to  peace  officers,' 
should  be  fully  informed  as  to  the  nature  and  character  of 
their  duties,  without  a  perfect  knowledge  of  which  they  may 
on  the  one  hand  act  without  sanction  of  law  and  incur 
censure,  and  on  the  other  prove  timid  and  inefficient ;  and 
it  is  apprehended  that  the  advice  and  instruction  of  an  in¬ 
telligent  and  judicious  magistrate  will  be  highly  important 
to  subordinate  officers ;  with  this  view  it  is  proposed  that 
the  Chief  Justice  be  required  to  visit  all  the  station  houses — • 
to  inspect  the  police  force  attach  to  each — to  instruct  them 
their  duties,  and  from  time  to  time,  issue  such  directions  and 
advice  as  the  state  of  the  service  may  require  i  he  is  also 
required  to  attend  a  portion  of  his  time  at  each  of  the  Police 
Courts,  to  hear  such  suggestions  as  the  experience  of  the 
presiding  magistrates  may  enable  them  to  make,  and  to  ob¬ 
tain  a  general  knowledge  of  the  extent  of  crime,  and  the 
nature  of  the  complaints  preferred.  He  will  also  have  free 
access  to  the  minutes  and  records  of  the  criminal  courts 
and  offices  so  as  to  be  apprized  of  the  final  disposition  of 
cases ;  and  thus  having  a  full  knowledge  of  the  number  and 
character  of  offences  committed,  convictions,  &c.,  he  will 
be  enabled  semi-annually  to  report  to  the  Common  Council 
a  full  and  comprehensive  view  of  the  criminal  department. 

In  the  preventive  department  the  patrole  also  hold  an  im¬ 
portant  place,  and  are  charged  with  a  service  which  is  now 
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very  inefficiently  performed.  Our  police  officers  at  present 
have  no  particular  section  of  the  city  under  their  individual 
guardianship,  but  their  attention  is  chiefly  directed  to  the 
detection  of  crime  after  its  perpetration,  in  which  branch  of 
police  service  they  are  not  surpassed,  and  instead  of  being 
censured  as  they  too  often  are  by  the  uninformed  for  not 
doing  that  which  it  is  impossible  for  them  to  accompl  ish; 
they  deserve  the  commendation  of  every  good  citizen,  for 
my  observation  has  satisfied  me,  that  at  a  lighter  expense 
to  the  public  and  without  the  distribution  of  one  shilling  of 
secret  service  money  they  arrest  and  bring  to  trial  more 
offenders  than  any  police  in  this  country.  Under  the  pres¬ 
ent  system  their  compensation  depends  entirely  on  the  num¬ 
ber  of  culprits  arrested,  and  rewards  for  the  recovery  of 
stolen  property. 

Each  patrole  constable  being  charged  both  day  and  night 
with  the  care  of  a  particular  beat  will  become  acquainted 
with  the  general  character  of  its  inhabitants,  and  not  being 
designated  by  a  peculiar  cap  or  club  (which  always  betrays 
the  night  watch)  will  be  enabled  to  follow  and  observe  sus¬ 
pected  persons  until  he  becomes  satisfied  of  their  evil  intents, 
and  by  arresting  prevent  the  commission  of  the  crime,  and 
even  the  very  fact  being  known  to  unprincipled  men  that 
such  a  guard  is  set  over  their  conduct,  will  act  as  a  salutary 
check  on  their  wicked  designs.  The  patrole  likewise  be¬ 
ing  always  at  hand  to  interfere  in  any  trifling  controversy 
that  may  arise  in  the  street,  and  which  if  left  to  itself  might 
result  in  a  serious  disturbance ;  and  to  take  into  custody 
any  person  charged  with  the  commission  of  an  offence,  will 
contribute  in  no  small  degree  to  insure  public  tranquility, 
and  secure  the  lives  and  property  of  our  fellow-citizens. 

The  patrole,  watch,  and  special  constables  which  form 
the  police  force,  will,  under  the  direction  of  the  Mayor  and 
Aldermen  in  most  cases  be  found  sufficient  to  put  down 
any  tumult  or  riot  without  the  necessity  of  calling  out  the 
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military,  which  should  be  avoided  except  in  extreme  eases. 

I  will  only  remark  farther  that  the  importance  of  indi¬ 
vidual  responsibility  in  the  discharge  of  public  duties  is 
self-evident,  and  one  advantage  of  the  proposed  system  is 
that  the  duty  of  each  individual  in  the  department  will  be 
so  clearly  understood  by  the  public,  that  the  neglect  or 
malpractice  of  one  will  not  as  is  now  too  often  the  case  be 
charged  upon  another,  or  thrown  as  a  slur  on  the  whole 
department. 

There  are  other  important  subjects  connected  with  the 
criminal  jurisprudence  of  our  city,  to  which  I  shall  take  an 
early  opportunity  of  drawing  your  attention. 

I  am,  with  great  respect, 

Your  obedient  servant, 


O.  M.  LOWNDS. 


SYSTEM  OF  POLICE 


CITY  OF  NEW- YORK. 


POLICE  DEPARTMENT. 

The  Maydr. 

Aldermen. 

"Chief  justice  of  Police. 

Special  Justices. 

Clerks  of  Police  Courts. 

Marshals  to  attend  the  Police  Courts. 
Captains  and  Assistant  Captains  of  Police  and  Watch. 
Patrole._ 

Night  Watch. 

Special  Constables. 


POLICE  COURTS  AND  STATION  HOUSES. 

There  shall  be  as  many  Police  Courts  as  the  Common 
Council  may  established  direct. 


*  This  officer  may  be  styled  Commissioner  of  Police— Intendant  of 
Police,  or  City  Warden. 
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The  city  shall  be  divided  into  as  many  patrole  and  watch 
districts  as  the  Common  Council  may  deem  expedient. 

Each  district  shall  contain  one  district  station  house,  and 
as  many  sub-station  houses  as  may  be  deemed  necessary. 

Each  district  shall  be  divided  into  beats,  each  beat  having 
a  patrole  assigned  to  it ;  and  also  into  posts,  each  post  hav¬ 
ing  a  night  watch  assigned  to  it. 

The  several  station  houses  shall  be  furnished  with  alarm 
bells,  which  in  the  event  of  fire,  will  be  rung  in  such  a 
manner  as  to  indicate  the  fire  district  in  which  the  alarm 
exists  ;  they  can  also  be  rung  to  assemble  the  police  force  on 
the  occurrence  of  a  riot. 


THE  MAYOR. 


The  duties  of  the  Mayor  will  be  generally  such  as  are 
now  performed  by  that  functionary. 

He  will  appoint  special  constables,  and  designate  from 
amongst  them  such  as  shall  be  assigned  to  the  patrole  and 
night  watch,  and  in  this  selection  it  is  expected  that  he  will 
make  diligent  inquiry  into  their  character  and  qualifications. 

He  will  also  hear  all  appeals  from  the  decisions  of  the 
Chief  Justice  in  relation  to  complaints  against  the  patrole 
watch  and  special  constables. 

And  it  will  be  his  duty  with  the  aid  of  the  Alderman  to 
command  and  direct  the  police  force  in  the  suppression  of 
all  tumults  and  riots,  and  to  call  to  his  aid  such  military 
force  as  he  may  deem  expedient. 

All  appointments  made  by  the  Mayor  will  be  made  dur¬ 
ing  his  will  and  pleasure. 
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THE  ALDERMEN 

Will  perform  the  duties  at  present  required  from  them. 
They  will  assist  the  Mayor  in  the  quelling  of  all  disturb¬ 
ances,  and  see  that  the  police  regulations  are  properly  en¬ 
forced  in  their  several  wards. 


CHIEF  JUSTICE  OF  THE  POLICE 

Shall  have  the  general  superintendence  of  the  police  de¬ 
partment. 

It  shall  be  his  duty  to  attend  at  least  days  in  each 
month  at  each  of  the  several  police  courts,  to  visit  all  the 
station  houses,  and  inspect  the  patrole  and  watch  assigned 
to  them  ;  and  semi-annually  to  report  to  the  Common  Coun¬ 
cil  the  state  of  the  whole  department,  and  make  such  sug¬ 
gestions  for  its  improvement  and  extension  as  he  may 
deem  necessary. 

He  will  with  the  Special  Justices  appoint,  from  time  to 
time,  marshals  to  attend  the  police  courts,  and  hear  and 
determine  all  complaints  made  against  them. 

In  connection  with  the  Mayor  and  Special  Justices,  he 
will  hear  and  determine  all  complaints  against  the  captains 
and  assistant  captains  of  the  patrole  and  watch. 

And  wherever  the  action  and  decision  of  two  justices  are 
repuired  by  law,  and  said  justices  may  disagree,  it  will  be 
his  duty  to  hear  and  determine  the  case. 

And  it  will  also  be  his  duty  to  hear  all  complaints  for 
misconduct  against  the  patrole,  night  watch,  and  special 
constables,  and  to  punish  the  same  by  suspension  or  dis¬ 
missal. 
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SPECIAL  JUSTICES 

Will  preside  at  such  Police  Courts  as  the  Common  Coun¬ 
cil  may  from  time  to  time  direct. 

And  perform  all  such  duties  as  may  by  law  be  required 
from  them. 


CLERKS  OF  THE  POLICE  COURTS. 

It  shall  be  their  duty  to  attend  at  such  police  Courts  as 
the  Commdrt  Council  may  from  time  to  time  direct,  and  per¬ 
form  such  duties  as  may  be  required  from  them  by  the  pre¬ 
siding  magistrates. 

One  clerk  at  each  court  shall  be  designated  by  the  Com¬ 
mon  Council  to  receive  and  pay  over  under  Oath  to  the  city 
Treasurer  in  quarterly  payments  all  fees,  fines,  and  forfeit¬ 
ures  as  may  be  collected  at  such  court. 

One  clerk  at  each  court  shall  be  designated  to  take  charge 
of  all  stolen  and  stray  property  which  may  cdme  into  the 
custody  or  possession  of  the  magistrates  or  officers  of  such 
court ;  and  said  clerk  shall  keep  in  a  book  to  be  provided  for 
that  purpose  an  inventory  of  all  such  property,  which  b'oOk 
shall  be  open  at  all  times  to  the  inspection  of  the  members  of 
the  Common  Council.  And  said  clerk  shall  render  under 
oath  to  the  Mayor  on  the  first  days  of  January  andifulyin 
each  year  an  inventory  of  such  property  as’  niky  have  re¬ 
mained  unclaimed  for  the  proceeding  six  months,  Which 
property  shall  be  advertised  and  sold  under  the  direction  of 
the  Mayor,  and  the  proceeds  after  deducting  the  costs  of 
sale,  paid  into  the  city  treasury. 


MARSHALLS  TO  ATTEND  THE  POLICE  COURTS. 

It  will  be  their  duty  to  attend  at  the  police  courts  to  which 
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they  may  be  assigned,  and  obey  the  orders  and  directions  of 
the  presiding  magistrates. 

CAPTAINS  AND  ASSISTANT  CAPTAINS  OF  THE 
PATROLE  WATCH. 

The  captains  will  have  the  superintendance  of  the  patrole 
watch,  and  will  be  responsible  for  the  conduct  and  good 
order  of  the  men  under  their  command. 

It  will  be  their  duty  to  attend  in  connection  with  their 
assistants  at  the  several  station  houses  in  the  district  to 
which  they  may  belong. 

They  shall  keep  at  the  district  station  house  a  book  con- 
taining  entres  of  all  persons  committed  to  their  custody  with 
the  nature  of  their  offence,  names  of  witnesses,  dates,  &c., 
and  note  such  other  occurrences,  fires,  casualities,  breaches 
of  the  peace,  &c.  as  may  be  important. 

A  transcript  from  such  book  shall  be  daily  forwarded  to 
each  of  the  police  courts,  in  such  form,  and  at  such  time  as 
the  Chief  Justice  may  direct, 

They  shall  carefully  note  every  case  of  misconduct  or 
fault  committed  by  the  men  under  their  command  and  re¬ 
port  the  same  to  the  Chief  Justice  at  the  earliest  opportunity ; 
suspending  the  aggressor  if  it  should  be  necessary  until  the 
case  is  determined. 

And  it  will  be  their  duty  forthwith  to  deliver  to  the  pre¬ 
siding  magistrate  at  the  police  court  all  stolen  or  stray  goods 
that  may  come  to  their  possession,  and  also  all  property 
taken  from  the  persons  of  individuals  who  may  be  appre¬ 
hended. 


PATROLE. 

Every  member  of  the  patrole  will  attend  at  the  district 
station  house  to  which  he  may  be  attached  at  such  time  as 
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the  Chief  Justice  may  direct,  then  to  be  inspected  and  re¬ 
ceive  such  instruction  as  may  be  necessary* 

He  will  regularly  pass  through  every  part  of  his  beat  in 
a  certain  time,  and  make  himself  thoroughly  acquainted 
with  the  general  character  of  its  residents,  so  as  to  be  able  to 
point  out  any  disorderly  house  or  rendezvous  of  thieves  or 
suspected  persons. 

He  will  apprehend  any  person  he  may  find  committing 
an  offence  and  convey  him  to  the  nearest  police  court  or 
station  house,  and  there  take  the  direction  of  the  presiding 
officer  as  to  his  further  disposal. 

He  will  receive  into  custody  any  person  charged  with 
having  committed  an  offence  and  convey  him  as  above ;  the 
person  making  the  charge  accompanying  him  in  order  to 
substantiate  the  same. 

And  he  will  give  notice  at  the  station  house  of  all  violations 
of  the  corporation  ordinances,  information  of  which,  with 
the  names  of  witnesses  &c.  will  be  immediately  forwarded 
to  the  proper  officer  or  tribunal. 


NIGHT  WATCH. 

The  duties  of  the  night  watch  will  be  substantially  the 
same  as  at  present. 


SPECIAL  CONSTABLES. 

It  will  be  the  duty  of  the  special  constables  not  belonging 
to  the  patrole  or  watch  to  attend  for  inspection  and  instruc¬ 
tion  at  such  times  and  places  as  the  Chief  justice  may  di¬ 
rect. 

On  the  signal  of  their  services  being  required  to  suppress 
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a  tumult  or  riot  they  will  all  immediately  assemble  (except 
such  as  may  be  excused,)  at.  their  respective  station  houses 
and  there  await  their  orders.  Those  belonging  to  the  pa- 
trole  and  watch  as  well  as  those  who  do  not. 


The  office  of  ward  constable  would  be  no  longer  required 
and  might  be  abolished,  but  if  this  is  not  thought  expedient 
it  would  certainly  be  proper  to  procure  the  passage  of  a  law 
giving  to  the  Mayor  the  power  of  hearing  complaints  against 
them  and  dismissing  them  for  improper  conduct. 


In  order  to  carry  the  foregoing  system  into  operation  an 
act  of  the  Legislature  similar  to  the  following  would  be  re¬ 
quired. 

An  act  for  the  more  effectual  preservation  of  the  peace  in 
the  City  of  New- York. 


The  People,  <fec. — It  shall  be  lawful  for  the  Mayor  of 
the  City  of  New-York  to  appoint  as  many  special  constables 
for  the  preservation  of  the  peace  of  the  said  City  as  the 
Common  Council  of  said  City  may  from  time  to  time  deem 
expedient  and  proper. 

The  said  special  constables  shall  possess  all  the  powers 
in  relation  to  the  arrest  of  offenders  and  preservation  of  the 
peace  as  are  now  possessed  by  the  constables  and  marshalls 
of  the  said  City. 

The  Common  Council  shall  appoint  a  Chief  Justice  of 
police,  and  as  many  special  justices  as  they  may  deem  nej 
cessary. 

The  Chief  Justice  shall  possess  the  same  powers  as  a  spe¬ 
cial  justice  of  said  City  and  hold  his  office  for  the  like  pe¬ 
riod. 
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The  Chief  Justice  and  special  justices  shall  receive  for 
their  services  such  salary  as  the  Common  Council  may 
direct. 

The  Marshals  for  attending  the  police  courts  in  said  City 
shall  be  appointed  by  the  Chief  Justice  and  Special  Justices 
of  Police. 

The  Marshals  for  serving  civil  process  issuing  from  the 
Marine  and  assistant  Justices  Courts  shall  be  appointed  by 
the  Mayor  and  the  justices  of  the  respective  courts. 
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DOCUMENT  NO.  26. 


BOARD  OF  ALDERMEN, 

SEPTEMBER  19th,  1836. 

Report  of  the  Committee  on  Roads  and  Canals  in  favor 
of  filling  up  the  old  Sewer  in  Roosevelt-street,  and  con¬ 
structing  a  new  one ,  which  was  read  and  adopted. 

J.  MORTON,  Clerk. 


The  Committee  on  Roads  and  Canals  to  whom  Was  refer¬ 
red  the  accompanying  petition,  to  cause  the  large  sewer  in 
Rooseveltrstreet  to  be  filled  up,  and  a  small  sewer  to  be  con¬ 
structed, 

Respectfully  report: 

That  a  large  sewer  now  exists  in  Roosevelt-street,  between 
Oak-street  and  the  East  River,  which  was  built  many  years 

since,  for  the  purpose  of  carrying  off  the  surface  water _ .- 

that  the  grade  of  Roosevelt-street  has  since  been  elevated  so 
as  to  carry  the  water  over  the  surface  of  the  street  without 
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the  aid  of  said  sewer,  and  that  the  said  sower  does  not  now 
answer  its  original  purpose.  The  Committee  have  learned 
from  the  petitioners  that  a  small  sewer  has  also  been  con¬ 
structed  in  Roosevelt-street  extending  from  Madison-street 
to  and  discharging  into  the  large  sewer  for  the  purpose  of 
draining  the  cellars  of  the  marshy  ground  between  the  large 
sewer  and  Chatham-street ;  that  the  large  sewer  is  under  the 
side  walks  of  the  westerly  side  of  Roosevelt-street  and  with¬ 
in  a  few  feet  of  the  cellar  walls ;  that  during  high  tides  the 
water  flows  through  the  sides  and  bottom  of  the  sewer  into 
the  cellars,  to  their  great  inconvenience  and  to  the  damage 
of  property  stored  therein,  and  that  they  are  desirous  of 
having  the  same  filled  up  and  a  small  sewer  constructed,  in 
continuation  of  the  one  already  built,  to  the  East  River. 

The  Committee  have  learned  that  the  large  sewer  did  not 
well  answer  the  purpose  for  which  it  was  built,  from  its 
being  badly  constructed,  and  that  it  was  a  nuisance  previous 
to  the  elevation  of  the  grade  of  the  street,  which  was  a 
principal  cause  of  the  change  being  made.  The  proposi* 
tion  has  been  advertised  for  objections,  none  have  been  made, 
the  Committee  therefore  offer  the  following, 

Resolved ,  That  the  large  sewer  in  Roosevelt-street  be¬ 
tween  Madison-street  and  the  East  River  be  filled  up  and 
that  a  new  sewer  of  suitable  size  be  constructed  as  the  Street 
Commissioner  shall  direct,  and  that  the  Street  Commis¬ 
sioner  beand  he  is  hereby  directed  to  present  an  ordinance 
to  carry  this  resolution  into  effect. 


D.  P.  INGRAHAM, 
AARON  CLARK, 

JOHN  V.  GREElNFIELP. 


Committee  on 
Roads Canals. 


DOCUMENT  NO,  27- 


BOARD  OF  ALDERMEN, 

SEPTEMBER  19th,  1836. 


Alderman  Tallmadge  offered  the  following  resolution  re¬ 
ferring  the  ordinance  on  the  subject  of  the  Fire  Depart¬ 
ment  to  the  Law  Committee ,  with  instructions,  Spc.  was 
read,  laid  on  the  table,  and  directed  to  be  printed  for  the 
use  of  the  members. 

J.  MORTON,  Clerk. 


Resolved,  That  the  existing  laws  of  this  Corporation  for 
the  regulation  of  the  Fire  Department,  including  all  the 
laws  and  ordinances  on  that  subject,  be  referred  to  the 
“  Committee  on  Laws ,”  for  revision.  That  together  with 
such  other  modifications  thereof,  as  they  may  think  proper 
to  suggest,  the  said  Committee  is  hereby  instructed  to  report 
an  amendment  repealing  so  much  of  the  ordinance  passed 
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on  the  10th  May,  1836,  as  provided  for  the  payment  of  a 
salary  of  five  hundred  dollars  per  annum  to  each  of  the 
Engineers ;  and  to  report  also  an  amendment  providing  for 
the  appointment  of  the  Chief  Engineer  of  the  Fire  Depart¬ 
ment,  by  the  Common  Council,  upon  the  nomination  of  a 
majority  of  the  Foremen  and  Assistants  of  the  Fire  Com¬ 
panies,  and  that  such  Chief  Engineer  shall  hold  office  dur¬ 
ing  the  pleasure  of  the  Common  Council. 


DOCUMENT  NO.  28- 


BOARD  OF  ALDERMEN, 

SEPTEMBER  26th,  1836. 


< Report  of  the  Chief  Engineer ,  showing  the  state  of  the 
Fire  Department,  Sept.  26,  1836,  which  was  read,  laid 
on  the  table,  and  500  copies  directed  to  be  printed. 

J.  MORTON,  Clerk. 


To  the  Hon.  the  Common  Council, 

The  Chief  Engineer  respectfully  reports  to  your  Hon. 
body  the  present  situation  of  the  Fire  Department,  viz.— 


Present 

Number  men.  Resigned. 


Engine  No.  1,  No  company,  citizens  taken  her, 

19 

“  2  New  company  formed, 

15 

26 

«  3  Have  hose  cart  (600  feet  hose) 

18 

“  4  New  company  formed, 

30 

26 

«  5  Old  company  remain, 

26 
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Present 

Number  men.  EesignedC 


Engine  No.  6  Have  hose  cart  (800  feet  hose,) 
new  company  formed, 

10 

IS¬ 

« 

7  Old  company  remain, 

10 

“ 

8  Have  hose  cart  (800  feet  hose,) 
part  old  company, 

11 

IS 

9  No  return  made, 

22 

“ 

10  Company  resigned  13th  Au¬ 
gust  last, 

v 

9 

« 

11  Old  company  remain, 

14 

12  Engine  at  Painters  (not  done 
duty  for  18  months  past,) 

2 

20 

13  Old  company  suspended,  (new 

company  doing  duty  with 
engine, 

14  Engine  at  yard, 

20 

23 

“ 

15  Inordinary, 

26 

“ 

16  Company  resigned, 

24 

«- 

17  Do. 

17 

« 

18  Do. 

3 

13 

“ 

19  (New  company  forming,) 

15 

19 

20  Engine  at  yard’,  (hose  cart  at 
house  with  600  feet  hose,) 

2 

10 

« 

21  New  company  forming, 

23 

22 

r 

“ 

23  Old  company  remain, 

12 

« 

24  Do.  (part  resigned,) 

15 

13 

25  No  return  made, 

26  Old  company  remain, 

23 

“ 

27  Resigned, 

2 

15 

“ 

28  Not  done  duty  for  a  year, 

18 

“ 

29  Old  company  remain, 

22 

30  New  company  forming  and 
doing  duty. 

15 

22 

“ 

31  Resigned, 
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Present 

Number  men.  Resigned. 


Engine  No.  32  Old  company,  (part  resigned,) 

8 

9 

“ 

33  Resigned, 

23 

« 

34  Do., 

19 

“ 

35  AtHarlaem, 

17 

“ 

36  At  painters, 

2 

24 

_  • 

37  Resigned, 

20 

38  Neither  engine  or  company  for 

3  years  past, 

39  New  company  forming, 

8 

13 

« 

40  Do.  do. 

16 

« 

41  Do  do. 

14 

42  Resigned, 

10 

«• 

43  At  Manhattanville, 

20 

« 

44  New  company  formed, 

22 

18 

« 

45  Yorkville, 

16 

« 

46  Rosehill, 

10 

“ 

47  Old  company  remain, 

20 

“ 

48  No  engine, 

8 

“ 

49  At  Harlaem, 

19 

HOOK  AND  LADDER. 

:  No. 

1  Old  company  remain, 

26 

2  Do. 

22 

3  Resigned, 

2 

7 

4  Part  resigned, 

4 

H 

5  Old  company  remain, 

9 

6  Resigned, 

2 

7 

HOSE  COMPANY. 

No. 

1  New  company  forming, 

23 

2  Part  resigned, 

14 

3  New  company  formed, 

12 

12 

4  No  company  for  a  year  past, 

5  Part  resigned, 

5 

10 

6  Do. 

14 

5 
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Present 

Number  men.  Resigned. 


3d  Ward  Hose  Company  two 


carts  with  1200  feet  hose, 
Hydrant  company 
Supply  company, 

Wardens, 


41 

18 

10 

96 


743  579 


The  following  summary  made  from  the  foregoing,  will 
show  the  actual  state  of  the  Department  at  this  moment, 
viz.  of  the  Engir  j  Companies  14  remain  entire,  viz.  Nos. 
5,  7,  9,  11,  15,  23,  26,  29,  35,  43,  45,  46,  47,  49.  4  have 
hose  carts  in  duty  with  2800  feet  of  hose,  viz.  Nos.  3,  6,  8, 
and  20.  il  new  companies  are  forming  and  now  ready  for 
duty,  viz.  Nos.  2,  4,  13,  19,  21,  30,  36,  39,  40,  41,  44  ;  2  in 
part  resigned,  viz.  Nos.  24  and  32 :  and  15  have  disbanded 
entirely,  viz.  Nos.  1,  10,  12,  14,  16,  17,  18,  25,  27,  28,  31> 
33,  34,  37, 42. 

HOOK  AND  LADDER  COMPANIES. 

Three  remain  entire,  viz.  Nos.  1,  2  and  5 — J  resigned  in 
part,  viz.  No.  4 — 2  entirely  disbanded,  viz.  No.  3  and  6. 


HOSE  COMPANIES. 


Three  new  companies  are’forming  for  Nos.  1,  3,  5 — 2  in 
part  resigned,  Nos.  2  and  6 — 1  entirely  abandoned,  No.  4, 
and  3d  jWard  Hose  Company  with  41  men  and  2  carts,  with 
1200  feet  of  hose. 

So  that  the  public  may  depend  upon  having  in  duty,  in 
case  of  fire  this  night,  27  engines,  10  hose  carts  (including 
3d  Ward  Company)  and  4  hook  and  ladder  trucks.  743 
men  remain  and  have  joined  the  department  since  Saturday 
last,  while  the  number  of  resignations  are  but  579. 
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1  he  Chief  Engineer  is  compelled  to  report  to  your  Hon 
body  that  engine  company  No.  44  is  injured  in  her  wood 
work,  the  paint  daubed  with  white  lead,  (which  was  re¬ 
moved  at  Public  Yard.)  At  the  fire  in  Avenue  D  and 
Fourth  street  about  2  o’clock  on  the  morning  of  Saturday  last 
a  number  of  citizens  repaired  to  the  Engine  House  to  pro¬ 
cure  this  engine  for  use  in  extinguishing  the  fire,  they  found 
a  number  of  the  company  in  the  house  with  the  machinery 
out  of  the  engine,  thereby  rendering  hpr  entirely  useless, 
and  by  which  cause  property  to  a  large  amount  was  de¬ 
stroyed,  which  beyond  all  doubt  would  have  remained  un¬ 
injured  had  this  engine  been  left  in  pfilper  order. 

Respectfully  reported, 

JOHN  RYKER,  Jr.  Chief  Engineer. 


DOCUMENT  NO.  29. 


BOARD  OF  ALDERMEN, 

SEPTEMBER  26th,  1836. 


The  Joint  Special  Committee  on  the  Six  Million  Loan, 
presented  the  following  report,  with  amendments  to  the 
ordinance  under  the  Fire  Loan  Law,  which  was  read, 
laid  on  the  table,  and  directed  to  be  printed,  together 
with  the  opinion  of  the  Counsel  arid  the  Acts  of  the 
Legislature  on  that  subject,  for  the  use  of  the  members. 

J.  MORTON,  Clerk. 


Report  of  the  Joint  Special  Committee  on  the  Six  Million 
Loan,  recommending  certain  amendments  to  the  law  “  To 
provide  for  loaning  the  surplus  of  the  Fire  Loan  Stock  of 
the  City  of  New-York,  to  the  Safety  Fund  Banks  Of  the 
said  city. 

Under  the  first  section  of  the  law  referred  to,  the  Comp¬ 
troller  may  issue  to  the  Safety  Fund  Banks,  as  part  of  the 


170 


Doc.  No.  29.] 

residue  of  .  the  stock  authorised  by  the  Legislature,  the 
amount  of  one  and  a  half  millions  of  dollars  in  stock.  By 
virtue  of  this  authority  the  whole  amount  directed  to  be 
issued  has  been  taken  or  applied  for  by  safety  fund  banks) 
leaving  the  further  amount  of  three  millions  and  four  hun¬ 
dred  thousand  dollars  at  the  disposal  of  the  Common  Coun¬ 
cil.  The  safety  fund  banks  being  confined  by  law  to  issues 
not  exceeding  twice  and  a  half  their  capital.  The  conse¬ 
quence  is  that  they  are  frequently  for  a  long  time  in  posses¬ 
sion  of  public  deposites,  which  they  cannot  legally  use,  and 
are  thus  unable  to  return  to  our  citizens  in  the  shape  of  dis¬ 
counts  or  loans,  the  money  which  they  have  contributed  by 
their  various  payments  to  the  public  purse.  While  the  rate 
of  discount  in  the  market  remains  at  such  high  rates  as  at 
present  it  seems  but  just  towards  the  people  that  the  public 
authorities  should  adopt  all  reasonable  measures  to  correct 
the  evil  and  especially  where  available  funds  are  on  hand 
and  their  action  alone  is  wanting  to  diffuse  those  funds  at 
the  ordinary  rates  of  interest  throughout  all  the  business 
classes  of  the  community,  the  half  per  cent  difference  of 
interest  charged  by  the  Corporation  to  the  banks  availing 
themselves  of  the  privelege  to  take  the  stock  is  also  worthy 
of  consideration — on  the  stock  already  allowed  to  be  issued 
the  interest  will  amount  to  seven  thousand  five  hundred 
dollars  per  annum,  and  if  extended  to  the  limit  contemplated 
by  Legislative  enactments  would  produce  an  annual  interest 
of  twenty-four  thousand  five  hundred  dollars  exclusive  of 
the  difference  of  interest  in.  favor  of  the  Corporation  on  the 
loans  made  for  the  benefit  of  Insurance  Companies  which 
is  of  itself  a  considerable  sum. 

Other  safety  fund  banks  are  now  desirous  to  avail  them¬ 
selves  of  the  same  facilities,  and  it  seems  probable  that  ap¬ 
plications  will  be  made  by  them  for  the  balance  of  the  stock. 

The  whole  amount  if  taken,  including  that  already  issued 
would  afford  means  for  discounting,  provided  the  banks  have 
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deposites  to  justify  their  issues  to  the  sum  of  seven  millions 
three  hundred  and  fifty  thousand  dollars. 

Subjects  of  this  kind  are  unusual  in  the  Legislation  of  the 
Common  Council.  A  dire  calamity  first  forced  their  atten¬ 
tion  to  the  means  or  remedying  its  evils  and  this  authority, 
new  and  unusual  as  it  is,  was  cheerfully  conferred  upon 
them  by  the  Legislature.  By  their  action  new  energy  was 
infused  into  the  people  and  by  an  united  effort  public  confi¬ 
dence  was  sustained,  and  the  losses  suffered,  promise  in  time 
to  become  public  benefits — much  as  has  been  accomplished, 
however,  much  more  is  yet  required  to  be  done. 

Where  twenty  millions  of  capital  were  lost,  it  cannot  be 
rash  to  say  that  an  equal  sum  of  facilities  must  be  required 
and  yet  all  the  aids  contemplated  by  law,  fall  far  short  of  an 
equivelant  for  that  amount. 

With  these  views  of  the  subject  the  Committee  recom¬ 
mend  an  amendment  to  the  ordinance  allowing  the  issue  of 
the  whole  balance  of  the  stock,  and  have  also  recommended 
some  other  immaterial  amendments. 

To  escape  all  risk  of  exceeding  the  powers  granted  by 
the  Legislature  in  the  proposed  further  issue  of  stock,  the 
Committee  have  obtained  the  written  opinion  of  the.  Counsel 
of  the  Board  upon  the  subject,  which  is  clear  and  explicit 
in  favor  of  such  power  and  is  hereunto  annexed. 

R.  R.  WARD, 

JOHN  V.  GREENFIELD, 

C.  S.  WOODHULL, 

L.  P.  JORDAN. 


A  LAW 


To  amend  the  Law  to,  provide  for  Loaning  the  Sur¬ 
plus  of  the  Fire  Loan  Stock  of  the  City  of  New- 
York  to  the  Safety  Lund  Banks  of  the 
H  said  City. 

The  Mayor,  Aldermen  and  Commonalty  of  the  City  of 
New- York  in  Common  Council  convened,  do  ordain  as 
follows : — 

§  1.  The  Comptroller  may  issue  as  a  part  of  the  residue 
of  the  Stock  authorised  to  be  issue#  by  an  act  of  the  Legis¬ 
lature  entitled  “  An  Act  to  authorise  the  Mayor,  Aldermen 
and  Commonalty  of  the  City  of  New-York  to  raise  money 
on  Loan  and  foy  other  purposes,”  passed  January  16,  1836. 
And  also  in  pursuance  of  an  act  of  the  Legislature,  entitled 
“An  Act  for  the  relief  of  the  City  of  New-York,”  passed 
February  6,  1836,  to  an  amount  not  exceeding  in  the  whole 
four  million  nine  hundred  thousand  dollars. 

§  2.  Such  stock  shall  be  issued  bearing  an  interest  of  five 
per  cent,  per  annum,  and  shall  be  redeemable  one  third  in 
two  years,  one  third  in  three  years,  and  one  third  in  four 
years  from  the  passage  of  the  Law  of  which  this  is  an  amend¬ 
ment. 

§  3.  Such  stock  may  be  loaned  to  such  of  the  banks  in 
this  city  as  are  under  the  Safety  Fund  Law,  to  an  amount 
to  he  determined  by  the  Joint  Committee  appointed  under 
the  9th  section  of  the  Law  of  the  Common  Council,  passed 
February  16,  1836,  not  exceeding  to  any  one  bank  the  half 
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of  the  capital  of  such  bank  upon  the  conditions  hereinafter 
mentioned. 

§  4.  Each  of  the  said  banks  may  borrow  such  portion  of 
the  said  stock  as  may  be  determined  by  the  said  Committee 
on  delivering  to  the  Comptroller  the  obligation  of  such  bank 
in  the  penal  sum  of  double  the  amount  loaned,  conditioned 
for  the  return  of  the  said  stock  to  the  Mayor,  Aldermen  and 
Commonalty  of  the  City  of  New- York,  at  the  times  when 
the  same  shall  become  redeemable ;  also  for  the  payment  of 
the  interest  on  the  said  stock,  at  the  rate  of  five  and  a  half 
per  cent,  per  annum  in  half  yearly  payments,  at  the  same 
time  that  the  interest  on  the  said  stock  shall  become  payable ; 
and  also  that  the  said  stock  shall  not  at  any  time  be  sold  to 
any  person  whatever ;  that  the  said  stock  shall  not  be  used 
by  way  hypothecation  or  otherwise  in  the  State  of  New- 
York,  or  to  any  inhabitant  thereof ;  and  that  the  said  bank 
will  save  harmless,  and  indemnify  the  said  Mayor,  Aider- 
men  and  Commonalty  of  the  City  of  New-York  against  any 
claim  whatever  for  or  on  account  of  the  said  stock. 

§  5.  In  addition  to  the  obligations  of  the  said  banks,  there 
shall  also  be  required  the  bond  of  such  of  the  directors  of 
each  bank  as  shall  be  deemed  sufficient  by  the  Joint  Com¬ 
mittee  heretofore  named,  conditioned  for  the  return  of  the 
said  stock  and  payment  of  the  said  interest  according  to  the 
obligation  of  each  bank,  and  for  the  punctual  performance 
of  all  the  covenants  and  conditions  of  each  bank  in  regard  to 
the  same. 

§  6.  Any  of  the  said  banks  may  at  any  time  return  the 
said  stock  loaned  to  them,  or  any  part  thereof  after  the  3d 
day  of  March,  1837,  and  pay  up  the  interest  thereon,  and  on 
surrender  of  all  the  stock  loaned  to  them  and  payment  of 
such  interest,  the  Comptroller  may  with  the  consent  of  the 
Mayor,  and  President  of  both  boards  of  the  Common  Coun¬ 
cil,  or  a  majority  of  them  deliver  up  the  obligation  and  bond 
given  by  such  bank  and  their  directors. 
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§  7.  On  the  delivery  of  the  said  obligation  and  bond  as 
aforesaid,  it  shall  be  the  duty  of  the  Comptroller  to  deliver 
to  the  President  pf  such  bank  the  amount  of  the  stock  to  be 
issued  by  the  1st  section  of  this  law  which  may  have  been 
determined  by  the  said  Committee  to  be  loaned  to  such 
bank,  and  which  shall  be  secured  by  the  said  obligation  of 
the  said  bank  and  bond  of  the  directors  thereof. 

§  8.  All  the  provisions  of  the  said  ordinance  of  the  Com¬ 
mon  Council  passed  February  16,  1836,  relating  to  the 
charge,  custody,  and  deposit  of  the  moneys  to  be  received 
and  to  the  redemption  of  the  stock,  and  also  the  Sinking 
Fund  are  hereby  made  applicable  to  the  stock  to  be  issued 
under  this  law. 


OPINION 

FOR  THE 

COMMITTEE  ON  THE  SIX  MILLION  LOAN. 


A  question  lias  been  raised  as  to  the  power  of  the  Cor¬ 
poration  to  issue  any  stock  of  the  six  million  loan  to  any 
bank  in  this  city,  after  the  16th  July  last,  on  the  following 
grounds. 

1st.  The  act  of  February  6th,  1836,  which  author¬ 
ised  such  loans  of  stock  to  ihe  banks,  says,  “  It  shall  be 
lawful  for  the  Mayor,  Alderman  and  Commonalty  of  the 
city  of  New-York,  to  issue  bonds  of  stock  to  the  amount  of 
six  millions  of  dollars,  under  the  act  entitled  “  An  Act  to 
authorise  the  Mayor,  Ac.,  to  raise  money  on  loan  Ac.,  (passed 
January  16th,  1836,)  and  to  loan  to  any  bank,  Ac. 

2d.  The  act  of  January  16th,  so  referred  to;  says  “  It 
shall  be  lawful  for  the  Mayor,  Ac.,  at  any  time  within  six 
months  after  the  passage  of  this  act,  to  issue  bonds  under 
their  corporate  seal  or  stock,  Ac.  Therefore  it  is  said*  no 
such  stock  can  be  issued  for  the  purposes  of  the  act  of  Feb. 
6th,  after  the  six  months  limited  in  the  act  of  January  ]  6th. 

The  first  impression  created  by  taking  those  two  provisions 
together,  might  very  reasonably  be,  that  ,such  difficulty  ex. 
isted ;  but  I  think  a  closer  examination  of  the  two  acts  will 
shew  such  impression  to  be  delusive.  The  sole  purpose  of 
the  act  Of  January  16th,  was  to  enable  the  Corporation  to 
purchase  bonds  and  mortgages  from  the  Insurance  Compa- 
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nies  and  the  execution  of  this  purpose  was  expressly  limited 
to  six  months  by  the  1st  section.  This  act  did  not  contem¬ 
plate  that  stock  of  the  six  million  loan  should  be  issued  for 
any  other  than  such  purchasers  ;  and  therefore, -the  issuing 
of  such  stock,  was  by  the  3d  section  of  the  act  also  limited 
to  six  months.  But  the  whole  sentence  in  which  such  limi¬ 
tation  is  contained  must  be  taken  together.  The  expression 
is  “  In  order  to  provide  the  funds  necessary  for  the  above 
purposes,  (viz .  the  purchase  of  bonds  and  mortgages,)  it 
shall  be  lawfhll  for  fie  Mayor,  &c.  at  any  time  within  six 
months,  <fcc.,  to  issue  bonds  or  stock.”  In  considering  there¬ 
fore,  how  far  it  should  operate,  as  a  check  upon  the  exercise 
of  the  powers  §f  the  Corporation  under  the  act  of  6th 
February,  the  language  of  the  3d  section  of  the  act  of  16th 
January,  must  be  viewed  as  implying  a  prohibition  only 
against  the  issuing  of  such  stock  for  the  purchase  of  bonds 
and  mortgages  after  the  expiration  of  the  six  months. 

The  object  of  the  act  of  6th  February,  was  entirely  a 
distinct  one.  It  no  where  limits  the  Corporation  to  the  six 
months  mentioned  in  the  other  act,  or  to  any  other  period, 
in  the  exercise  of  the  power  to  loan  stock  to  the  banks.  It 
does  not  even  mention  such  limit  and  the  only  allusion  to 
the  restriction  imposed  by  the  act  of  16th  January*  is  one 
which  I  think  strongly  implies  the  power,  perhaps  even  the 
propriety  of  suspending  the  action  of  the  Corporation  under 
the  law  of  6th  February,  until  after  the  expifation  of  the 
six  months,  becatise  it  authorises  the  Corporation  to  loan  to 
the  banks  “  such  an  amount  of  the  said  bonds  or  stock  or 
the  avails  thereof  as  cannot  be  employed  in  purchasing  the 
bonds  and  mortgages,”  alluded  to  in  the  act  of  16th  January, 
and  by  that  act,  the  Corporation  were  allowed  the  six 
months  and  no  more  to  make  such  purchases.  Independent 
therefore,  of  the  ambiguous  reference  to  the  act  of  16th 
January  in  the  1st  section  of  the  act  of  6th  February,  I 
should  not  hesitate  to  say,  that  the  fair  construction  of  the 
latter  act  would  be,  that  after  the  Corporation  had  expended 
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as  much  of  the  six  million  stock  as  they  could  in  the  pur¬ 
chase  of  bonds  and  mortgages,  within  the  six  months ,  they 
might  then  employ  the  surplus  or  residue  in  loans  to  the 
banks. 

With  these  views  of  the  scope  and  intent  of  the  two  acts 
respectively,  let  us  examine  the  language  in  the  1st  section 
of  the  act  of  6th  February,  which 'has  given  rise  to  the 
present  difficulty. 

The  act  of  January  16th,  had  already  given  power  to 
the  Corporation  to  issue  the  stock  not  exceeding  six  millions, 
but  for  a  special  purpose  and  to  be  effected  within  a  certain 
period.  The  act  of  February  6th  does  got  say  “  It  shall  be 
lawful  for  the  Mayor,  &c.,  to  employ  so  much  of  the  stock 
issued  under  the  act  of  January  16th  as  could  not  be  used 
in  the  purchase  of  bonds  and  mortgages,  in  loans  to  the 
banks,”  but  it  re-confers  the  power  “  to  issue  bonds  or  stock 
to  the  amount  of  six  millions  of  dollars,  &c.”  Now  this 
was  wholly  unnecessary  unless  it  was  meant  that  the  stock 
to  be  issued  for  the  purposes  of  the  act  of  6th  February, 
should  be  wholly  unshackled  by  any  restriction  imposed 
upon  its  issue  in  connection  with  the  object  of  the  act  of 
16th  January.  In  any  other  view  it  would  be  a  useless  and 
unmeaning,  and  therefore  an  absurd  repetition  of  the  power 
already  given  by  the  previous  act.  The  power  therefore,  to 
issue  stock,  under  the  act  of  1 6th  January ,  has  not  in  my 
judgment  the  most  remote  allusion  to  the  limitation  of  six 
months  mentioned  in  that  act,  and  the  reference  to  the  act 
of  16th  January  by  its  title,  was  merely  for  the  purpose  of 
designating  and  identifying  the  stock  as  being  a  part  of  the 
same  loan  authorised  by  the  latter  act,  and  of  which  the 
particulars  had  been  therein  mentioned,  viz.  that  it  should 
be  redeemable  within  seventeen  years,  that  it  should  bear 
an  interest  not  exceeding  five  per  cent,  payable  half  yearly, 
and  that  the  faith  and  property  of  the  city  should  be  pledged 
for  its  payment :  in  other  words,  the  Legislature  intended  to 
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say,  “  we  authorised  you  to  effect  a  loan  of  six  millions  on 
those  conditions  by  our  act  of  16th  January ;  you  may  now 
issue  (without  restriction  as  to  time)  stock  of  that  loan  and 
lend  it  to  certain  banks  provided  you  do  npt,  with  what  you 
may  employ  in  the  special  manner  prescribed  by  that  act, 
exceed  the  six  millions.” 

I  ain  of  opinion  therefore,  that  it  is  competent  for  the 
Corporation  to  issue  and  lend  such  stock  to  the  banks  desig¬ 
nated  in  the  act  of  6th  February,  although  the  six  months 
have  expired. 


September  22d,  1836. 


R.  EMMET. 


AN  ACT 


To  authorise  the  Mayor ,  Aldermen ,  and  Commonalty  of 
the  city  of  New-  York,  to  raise  money  on  loan  and  for 
other  purposes. 

Passed  January  16,  1836. 

The  people  of  the  State  of  New-York  represented  in  Sen¬ 
ate  and  Assembly,  do  etiact  as  follows  : 

§  1.  The  Mayor,  Aldermen  and  Commonalty  of  the  City 
of  New-York,  are  hereby  empowered  in  their  discretion,  at 
any  time  within  six  months  after  the  passage  of  this  act,  to 
purchase  to  an  amount  not  exceeding  six  millions  of  dollars, 
any  bonds,  which  on  the  eighteenth  day  of  December,  in  the 
year  one  thousand  eight  hundred  and  thirty-five,  belonged  to 
any  of  the  Companies  in  the  said  city,  incorporated  for  the 
purpose  of  effecting  Insurance  against  fire,  and  which  have 
become  insolvent,  Of  whose  capitals  have  been  impaired  by 
losses  occasioned  by  the  fire  of  the  sixteenth  ahd  seventeenth 
of  that  month,  the  paymeilt  of  Which  bonds  were  then  secur¬ 
ed  by  mortgage  upon  unincumbered  real  estate  Within  the 
State  Of  New-York,  worth  at  the  time  of  such  purchase,  thirty 
per  cent,  more  than  the  amount  sectored  by  such  bonds  r  e 
spectively. 

§  2.  The  CommOn  Council  of  the  sdid  city  shall  have 
power  to  appoint  seven  Commissioners,  Who  shall  serve  with¬ 
out  compensation,  and  it  shdll  be  the  duty  of  the  said  Com¬ 
missioners,  or  a  majority  of  them,  to  inquire  into  the  situa¬ 
tion  and  value  of  the  premises  so  mortgaged,  and  certify 
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to  the  Comptroller  of  the  said  city,  their  opinion  in  writing, 
of  the  value  of  the  said  premises,  and  no  such  mortgage  shall 
be  purchased  as  aforesaid,  until  such  certificate  shall  have 
been  made. 

§  3.  In  older  to  provide  the  funds  necessary  for  the  above 
purposes,  it  shall  be  lawful  for  the  Mayor,  Alderman,  and 
Commonalty  of  the  Said  bity,  at  ariy  time  within  six  months 
after  the  passage  of  this  act,  to  issue  bonds  under  their  cor¬ 
porate  seal  or  stock,  in  such  amounts,  and  redeemable  at  such 
times,  not  exceeding  seventeen  years,  as  the  Common  Coun¬ 
cil  of  the  said  city  may  direct,  bearing  interest  at  a  rate  not 
exceeding  five  per  cent,  per  annum,  payable  half  yearly,  and 
to  pledge  the  faith  and  property  of  the  said  city  for  the  pay¬ 
ment  of  such  bonds  or  the  redemption  of  such  stock. 

§4.  The  Commissioners  of  the  Sinking  Fund  of  the  said 
city,  shall  apply  the  proceeds  of  the  said  mortgages,  when 
paid  into  the  Treasury  of  the  said  city,  to  the  redemption  of 
the  bonds  of  stocks  to  be  issued  under  this  act,  and  the  whole 
of  the  principal  and  interest  of  such  mortgages  shall  be  ap¬ 
propriated  as  a  sinking  fund  therefor,  and  the  same  shall  not 
under  any  pretence  whatever,  be  diverted  from  such  purpose. 

§  5.  This  act  shall  take  effect  from  the  passage  thereof. 

State  of  New«  York,  ? 

Secretary's  Office.  $ 

I  have  compared  the  preceding  with  an  original  act  of  the 
Legislature  of  this  State  bn  file  in  this  Office,  and  do  certify 
that  the  same  is  a  correct  transcript  therefrom,  and  of  the 
whole  of  said  original. 

JOHN  A.  DIX, 

Secretary  of  State. 


Albany,  January  16,  1836. 


AN  ACT 


For  the  relief  of  the  City  of  New-  York . 

Passed.  February  6,  1836. 

1  he  People  of  the  State  of  New- York,  represented  in 
Senate  and  Assembly,  do  enact  as  follows  : 

§  1.  It  shall  be  lawful  for  the  Mayor,  Aldermen  and  Com¬ 
monalty  of  the  city  of  New-York,  to  issue  bonds  or  stock 
to  the  amount  of  six  millions  of  dollars,  under  the  act  en- 
titledj  “  An  Act  to  authorise  the  Mayor,  Aldermen  and  Com¬ 
monalty  of  the  city  of  New-York,  to  raise  money  on  loan, 
^and  for  other  purposes/’  and  to  loan  to  any  bank  in  said 
city,  which  is,  or  may  become  subject  to  the  provisions  of 
the  act,  entitled,  “An  Act  to  create  a  fund  for  the  benefit  of 
the  creditors  of  certain  moneyed  Corporations,  and  for  other 
purposes,”  such  an  amount  of  the  said  bonds  of  stock,  or 
the  avails  thereof,  as  cannot  be  employed  in  purchasing  the 
bonds  and  mortgages  therein  alluded  to,  lii  such  manner 
and  form  as  the  said  Mayor,  Aldermen  and  Commonalty 
may  deem  proper,  not  exceeding  to  each  of  the  said  banks 
taking  such  loan,  one  half  of  its  actual  incorporated  capital. 

§  2.  It  shall  be  lawful  for  any  of  the  said  banks  in  the  city 
of  New-York,  which  may  obtain  loans  from  the  above 
source,  or  elsewhere,  for  a  period  of  not  less  than  12  mbhths, 
to  discount  upon  the  amount  so  borrowed,  as  capital,  for 
and  during  the  period  for  which  such  sum  may  be  borrowed, 
not  exceeding  two  years ;  but  of  the  loans  thus  received 
by  any  such  bank,  the  amount  on  which  it  shall  be  per- 
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mitted  so  to  discount,  shall  not,  in  any  case,  exceed  one 
hdlif  of  its  actual  incorporated  capital ;  nor  shall  the  extent 
of  such  discounts,  at  any  time,  exceed  once  and  a  half  the 
amount  of  its  loans  upon  which  it  is  permitted  so  to  dis¬ 
count  ;  and  at  the  expiration  of  the  aforesaid  period  of  two 
yfears,  the  amount  upon  which  the  said  banks  are  hereby 
authorised  to  discount,  shall  be  reduced  at  least  to  one-third 
thereof;  and  at  the  expiration  of  one  year  thereafter, 
such  original  amount  shall  be  further  reduced  another  third 
thereof;  and  at  the  expiration  of  four  years  from  the  pas¬ 
sage  of  this  act,  the  amthdlity  hereby  granted  to  the  said 
banks,  tb  discount  as  herein  above  provided,  shall  cease- 
No  bank  shall,  by  virtue  of  any  of  the  provisions  of  this 
abt,  increase  its  tirculation  beyond  the  amount  now  autho¬ 
rised  by  law. 

§  3.  Whenever  ariy  of  the  said  banks  shall  take  any  loan, 
by  virtue  or  in  pursuance  of  this  act,  it  shall  be  the  duty  of 
the  President  and  Cashier  thereof  immediately  thereon,  to 
report  unde!  oath  to  the  Comptroller  and  Batik  Commis¬ 
sioners  the  amount  of  such  loan,  the  source  Whence  deri¬ 
ved;  the  terms  on  which,  the  time  when,  and  fdr  which  the 
same  was  made. 

§  4.  The  Legislature  ihay  at  any  time  alter,  modify  or 
repeal  this  act. 

§  5.  This  act  shall  take  effect  immediately  after  the  pas¬ 
sage  thereof. 

State  of  New-  York,  ? 

Secretary's  Office.  $ 

I  have  compared  the  preceding  with  an  original  act  of 
the  Legislature  of  this  State  on  file  in  this  office,  and  do 
certify  that  the  same  is  a  correct  transcript  therefrom,  and 
of  the  whole  of  said  original. 

ARCH’D  CAMPBELL, 

Deputy  Secretary. 


Albany,  February  6,  1836. 


DOCUMENT  NO.  30- 


BOARD  OF  ALDERMEN, 


SEPTEMBER  26th,  1836. 


Report  of  the  Committee  on  Markets  on  the  Resolution 
that  the  said  Committee  he  authorised  to  appoint  two 
persons  to  assist  in  enforcing  the  laws  in  relation  to 
Public  Markets,  $-c.  was  read,  laid  on  the  table  and 
directed  to  be  printed  for  the  use  of  the  members. 

J.  MORTON,  Clerk. 


The  Market  Committee  to  whom  was  referred  the  annex¬ 
ed  Resolution, 

RESPECTFULLY  REPORT, 

That  they  have  given  the  subject  that  deliberate  and  care¬ 
ful  consideration  that  its  importance  required  of  them,  and 
the  Committee  were  unanimously  of  the  opinion  that  a  more 
efficient  mode  should  be  adopted  to  suppress  the  selling  of 
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meats  out  of  the  public  markets,  in  order  that  our  regular 
butchers  may  enjoy  the  full  benefit  of  their  profession,  as 
secured  to  them  by  the  Market  Laws,  and  in  order  to  effect 
this  purpose,  the  Committee  respectfully  recommend  that 
they  have  power  to  employ  one  or  more  person  or  persons, 
who  shall  receive  for  their  compensation  half  the  fines  that 
may  be  realized  from  such  complaints  as  they  may  be  instru¬ 
mental  in  forcing  the  payment  thereof  ;  this  measure  adopt¬ 
ed,  your  Committee  believe  would  prove  effectual  in  sup¬ 
pressing  the  shop  butchers. 

The  Committee  therefore  recommend  the  adoption  of  the 
following  Resolution  : 

Resolved,  That  the  Joint  Committee  on  Markets  be  au- 
^  thorised  to  employ  two  persons  to  aid  in  enforcing  the  laws 
prohibiting  the  sale  of  meats  out  of  the  public  markets,  and 
that  they  shall  receive  as  a  compensation  therefor  one  half 
of  the  fines  or  penalties  that  shall  be  realized  upon  com¬ 
plaints  made  by  them. 

F.  A.  TALLMADGE, 

SAMUEL  PURDY, 

NEHEMIAH  WATERBURY, 

JOHN  B.  SCHMELZEL, 


|  Committee. 


DOCUMENT  NO,  31. 


BOARD  OP  ALDERMEN, 

SEPTEMBER  26th,  1836. ' 


Annual  Report  of  Commissioners  of  School  Money  far 
1836,  iqas  read,  directed  to  be  printed ,  and  placed  on 
file. 

J.  MORTON,  Clerk. 


The  Commissioners  of  School  Money  for  the  City  and 
County  of  New-York,  in  compliance  with  requisitions  of  the 
statute, 


RESPECTFULLY  REPORT: 

That  the  balance  at  their  credit  in  the  Mechanics  Bank  at 
the  date  of  their  last  report  was  six  dollars  and  thirty-three 
cents.  That  there  was  deposited  on  the  6th  of  June  last 
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In  the  said  banl$  to  their  credit,  ten  thousand  five  hundred 
and  seventy-six  dollars  and  fifty-six  cents  being  the  quota  of 
the  State  School  Fund  for  the  City  and  County  of  New 
Yorkj  and  that  ten  thousand  five  hundred  and  seventy-six 
dollars  and  fifty-six  cents,  being  equivalent  thereto,  with  the 
additional  sum  of  seventy-two  thousand  six  hundred  and 
fifty-one  dollars  being  the  amount  raised  by  special  tax,  was 
on  the  same  day  deposited  in  the  aforesaid  bank  to  the  credit 
of  the  Commissioners  of  School  Money  making  together 
with  the  balance  above  stated,  ninety-three  thousand  eight 
hundred  and  ten  dollars  and  forty-five  cents,  which  has 
been  paid  in  conformity  with  the  ordinance  of  the  Corpora¬ 
tion  of  the  City  of  New- York,  designating  the  schools  en¬ 


titled  to  participate  therein  as  follows : — 

To  the  Public  School  Society  for  9229  scholars  in 

74  schools,  -  -  -  $87,583  21 

To  the  Greenwich  Orphan  Asylum,  for  170 

scholars  in  2  schools,  ...  1613  30 

To  the  Roman  Catholic,  Orphan  Asylum,  for  156 

scholars  in  2  schools,  ...  1480  44 

To  the  Trustees  of  Harlaem  school,  for  116, 

scholars  in  2  schools,  ...  1100  84 

To  the  Trustees  of  Manhattanville,  school,  for  66 

scholars  in  2  schools,  -  -  -  626  34 

To  the  Trustees  of  Yorkville  school,  for  101 

scholars  in  2  schools,  -  -  -  95$  49 

To  the  Trustees  of  Mechanics  school  fo$  3,8 

scholars  in  2  schools,  ...  3Q0  62 

To  the  Trustees  of  Hamilton  school,  for  7  scholars 

in  1  school,  -  -  -  -  66  43 

Balance  remaining  in  bank  to  the  credit  of  the 

Commissioners,  -  -  -  -  20  78 


Scholars  9883  taught  in  87  schools  -  $93,810  45 

The  number  of  scholars  on  register  in  the  several  schools 
at  the  date  of  the  last  returns  was  14,105< 
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The  Trustees  of  the  Institution  for  the  Blind  not  having 
made,  any  report  to  the  Commissioners,  no  distributions  has 
been  made  to  that  institution. 

The  Trustees  of  the  Manhattanville  School  in  their  re¬ 
port  to  the  Commissioners  set  forth  the  impracticability  of 
continuing  their  admirable  establishment  without  some  ad¬ 
dition  to  their  resources.  To  enable  the  county  schools  to  be 
continued  in  their  present  state,  one  of  two  measures  appears 
to  the  Commissioners  as  indispensible,  either  that  all  schools 
shall  be  brought  under  the  charge  of  the  Trustees  of  the  pub¬ 
lic  school  society,  or  that  the  trustees  of  the  several  schools 
other  than  those  Of  the  Public  School  Society,  shall  annually 
report  to  the  Supervisors  the  amount  necessary  for  the  main¬ 
tenance  of  the  same,  and  that  a  separate  appropriation  be 
made  by  the  Common  Council  for  their  support.  The  for¬ 
mer  has  always  appeared  to  the  Commissioners  as  prefer¬ 
able. 

The  Trustees  of  the  Manhattanville  School  did  apply  to 
the  Legislature  for  a  law  to  enable  them  to  place  their 
school  in  charge  of  the  Trustees  of  the  Public  School  So¬ 
ciety,  it  passed  the  Assembly,  but  failed  in  the  Senate. 

The  increase  of  the  number  of  scholars  has  not  been 
equal  to  that  of  former  years,  this  deficiency  may  in  the 
opinion  of  the  Commissioners  be  attributed  to  the  length 
and  severity  of  the  past  winter. 

In  conclusion,  the  Commissioners  take  great  pleasure  in 
reiterating  their  expressions  of  entire  satisfaction  with  the 
zeal  and  fidelity  with  which  the  Trustees  of  the  Several 
Schools  have  discharged  their  important  trusts. 

All  which  is  respectfully  submitted. 

WILLIAM  THOMPSON,  Chairman 

of  the  Board  of  Commissioners , 
of  School  Money. 

PETER  S.  TITUS,  Sec’ry,  P.  T. 

New- York,  2Ulli  Sept.  1S36. 


■V* 


DOCUMENT  NO-  32. 


BOARD  OF  ALDERMEN, 

SEPTEMBER  26th,  1836. 


The  Committee  on  Lamps  and  Gas  presented  the  follow¬ 
ing  Report,  relative  to  lighting  with  Gas  certain  streets 
in  the  upper  part  of  the  city,  which  was  read  and  di¬ 
rected  to  be  laid  on  the  table. 

J.  MORTON,  Clerk. 


The  Committee  oh  Lamps  and  Gas,  to  whom  was  refer, 
red  the  accompanying  numerous  petitions  for  lighting  with 
gas  several  streets  in  the  upper  part  of  Our  city, 

RESPECTFULLY  REPORT  : 

That  they  have  given  to  this  important  subject  the  most 
serious  consideration,  and  are  unanimously  of  opinion  that 
the  general  substitution  of  gas  for  oil  light  cannot  be  too  soon 
adopted ;  in  their  opinion  it  will  be  one  of  the  most  efficient 
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aids  to  the  Police  in  the  prevention  of  crime,  as  well  as  to 
facilitate  to  our  fellow  citizens  a  safe  passage  through  the 
densely  populated  streets  in  the  upper  parts  of  the  city. — 
This  subject  has  frequently  occupied  the  attention  of  the 
Common  Council,  and  for  each  of  the  two  past  years,  it  has 
almost  unanimously  passed  the  Board  of  Assistant  Aider- 
man  ;  the  only  objection  then  was  the  apparent  difference 
between  the  cost  of  the  oil  and  gas  lights  ;  this  difference  is 
now  so  trifling,  owing  to  the  increased  price  of  oil,  that  your 
Committee  think  it  ought  not  to  prevent  for  one  moment  the 
substitution  of  gas  for  oil  light.  They  therefore  respectfully 
recommend  the  adoption  of  the  following  resolution,  viz : 

Resolved ,  That  the  Manhattan  Gas  Company,  under  the 
direction  of  the  Superintendent  of  Lamps  and  Gas,  and  the 
Committees  on  Lamps  and  Gas,  be  requested  to  light  with 
gas,  as  soon  as  possible,  the  following  streets,  viz : 

Broadway  from  Grand  to  Ninth  street. 

Bowery  from  Grand  to  Eighth  street. 

Bleecker  from  the  Bowery  to  Hudson  street. 

Hudson  street  from  Canal  to  the  Ninth  Avenue. 

Ninth  Avenue  from  14th  to  18th  street. 

Greenwich  from  Canal  to  Charlton  street. 

Washington  from  Canal  to  Spring  street. 

Canal  street,  north  side,  from  Sullivan  to  Washington 
street. 

Spring  street  from  Broadway  to  West  street. 

Sixth  street  from  Broadway  to  4th  street. 

Sixth  Avenue  from  Carmine  to  6th  street. 

Carmine  street  from  6th  Avenue  to  Yarick  street. 

Yarick  street  from  Carmine  to  Broome. 

18th  street  from  8th  Avenue  to  North  River. 

Broome  street  from  Broadway  to  Bowery. 

Centre  street  from  Grand  to  Broome  street. 

Grand  street,  north  side,  from  Broadway  to  East  river. 

Eighth  street  from  Broadway  to  5th  Avenue. 

Hammond  street  from  North  river  to  Greenwich  lane. 
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Bond  street  from  Broadway  to  the  Bowery. 

Clarkson  street  from  Varick  to  Hudson. 

Thompson  street  from  Bleecker  to  Amity. 

The  foregoingare  the  principal  streets  through  which  the 
Manhattan  Co.  have  laid  pipes,  and  your  Committee  are 
aware  that  in  recommending  that  all  of  them  be  lighted  by 
a  single  resolution,  it  may  appear  extravagant,  but  when  it 
is  remembered  that  it  is  also  recommended  that  the  whole  be 
done  under  the  direction  of  the  Committees  on  Lamps  and 
Gas,  it  will  be  evident  that  the  work  will  not  be  done  sooner 
than  may  be  required  by  our  fellow  citizens. 

JOHN  Y.  GREENFIELD,  ) 

IRA  B.  WHEELER,  \ 

NEHEMIAH  WATERBURY,  ) 


Committee  on 
Lamps  and 
Gas. 
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DOCUMENT  NO.  33- 


BOARD  OF  ALDER31EN, 

SEPTEMBER  26th,  1836. 


Report  of  the  Committee  on  Salaries,  on  the  petition  of 
Street  Inspectors,  for  increase  of  pay,  which  was  read, 
and  laid  on  the  table. 

J.  MORTON,  Clerk. 


The  Committee  on  Salaries,  to  whom  was  referred  the 
annexed  petition  of  the  Street  Inspectors  of  the  City  of 
Jfew-York,  for  increase  of  pay, 

RESPECTFULLY  REPORT, 

That  although  they  are  fully  aware  of,  and  duly  estimate 
the  duties  of  these  officers,  and  the  nature  of  their  service, 
yet  they  are  of  opinion  that  the  present  pay,  viz.  two  dollars 
per  day  is  ample  and  sufficient,  and  notwithstanding  your 
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Committee  feel  every  disposition  to  gratify  the  petitioners, 
the  well  performance  of  whose  duties  so  materially  aid  the 
Aldermen  of  the  city,  yet  they  cannot  believe  the  police 
good  requires  an  increase  of  their  pay,  they  therefore  recom¬ 
mend  the  following  resolution. 

Resolved ,  That  the  prayer  of  the  petitioners  be  denied. 

EGBERT  BENSON,  ) 

IRA  B.  WHEELER,  i  Committee. 

D.  BANKS,  ) 


DOCUMENT  NO.  34. 


BOARD  OF  ALDERMEN, 

SEPTEMBER  26th,  1836. 


Report  of  the  Finance  Committee  on  the  petition  of  John 
C.  Morrison,  to  purchase  a  gore  of  land,  which  was 
read  and  adopted. 

J.  MORTON,  Clerk. 


The  Committee  on  Finance  to  whom  was  referred  the  am 
nexed  petition  of  John  C.  Morrison,  for  the  purchase  of  a 
gore  of  lan$  on  the  Seventh  Avenue,  between  73d  and  74th 
streets, 

RESPECTFULLY  REPORT: 

That  the  petitioner  is  the  owner  of  the  residue  of  the 
block,  and  that  he  applies  to  purchase  from  the  Corporation 
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a  small  gore  lying  between  his  land  and  the  Seventh  Ave¬ 
nue,  being  nine  feet  wide  on  one  side  and  thirty-two  feet 
on  the  other.  This  gore  is  so  small  that  it  can  be  made  of 
no  use  to  any  person  who  does  not  own  the  adjoining  premi¬ 
ses  ;  and  in  such  cases  your  Committee  think  it  both  proper 
and  just  that  the  Corporation  should  sell  the  gore  held  by 
them  at  the  fair  value  thereof,  and  they  recommend  that  the 
gore  referred  to  in  the  petition  be  sold  to  the  petitioner. 

In  order  to  ascertain  the  value  of  it,  your  Committee  re¬ 
commend  that  the  same  be  left  to'  appraisment  in  the  usual 
mariner,  and  they  offer  the  following  resolutions  : 

Resolved ,  That  the  Comptroller  be  authorised  to  agree 
to  sell  to  John  C.  Morrison  a  gore  of  land  on  the  west  side 
of  the  Seventh  Avenue,  between  73d  and  74th  streets,  on 
executing  a  bond  to  purchase  the  same  at  the  price  which 
maybe  put  thereon  by  the  appraisers  hereafter  mentioned. 

Resolved,  That  in  order  to  ascertain  the  value  of  the 
same,  it  shall  be  referred  to  two  individuals,  one  to  be  chosen 
by  the  Comptroller,  and  the  other  by  the  purchaser,  with 
power  to  choose  a  third,  who  shall  fix  the  price  to  be  paid 
therefor,  and  on  the  payment  of  such  sum  to  the  Comptrol¬ 
ler  he  shall  deliver  a  deed  therefor,  to  be  executed  in  the 
usual  manner  under  the  seal  of  the  Corporation. 


D.  P.  INGRAHAM, 

D.  BANKS, 

J3DWARD  TAYLOR, 


Committee 
on  Finance. 


DOCUMENT  NO-  35. 


BOARD  OF  ALDERMEN, 

SEPTEMBER  26th,  1836. 

Report  of  the  Finance  Committee  on  the  petition  of  Fran¬ 
cis  H.  Abbott,  for  reduction  of  rent,  which  was  read  and 
adopted. 

J.  MORTON,  Clerk. 


The  Committee  on  Finance  to  whom  was  referred  the  an¬ 
nexed  petition  of  Francis  H.  Abbott,  for  reduction  of  rent  for 
one  of  the  districts  of  wharves  leased  by  him, 

RESPECTFULLY  REPORT  : 

That  it  appears  that  Mr.  Abbott  became  the  lessee  of  dis¬ 
tricts  Nos.  5  and  6  for  the  year  1835,  that  during  the  month 
of  April,  1835,  two  of  the  piers  were  injured  by  a  gale  of 
wind,  and  were  repaired  in  the  succeeding  summer.  In 
consequence  of  which  Mr.  Abbott  asks  to  be  remunerated, 
and  estimates  his  damages  at  thirteen  hundred  dollars. 
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Your  Committee,  however,  do  not  see  any  grounds  on 
which  this  compensation  can  with  propriety  be  urged.  It  is 
admitted  that  the  piers  were  repaired  as  speedily  as  possible, 
and  that  no  unnecessary  delay  took  place.  In  the  opinion 
of  your  Committee  these  accidents  are  taken  into  view  at 
the  time  of  purchasing  the  districts,  and  a  proportionate  al¬ 
lowance  is  made  accordihgly.  Besides  during  all  the  time 
referred  to,  the  piers  were  only  partially  injured,  and  that 
not  so  much  as  to  prevent  vessels  from  laying  alongside  of 
them,  though  they  might  for  a  short  time  have  been  pre¬ 
vented  from  landing  goods  on  one  of  them.  It  is  also  to  be 
observed,  that  although  this  occurrence  took  place  during 
the  last  year,  no  application  was  made  until  a  new  Common 
Council  had  taken  their  seats,  and  the  rents  for  the  whole 
year  had  been  settled  for. 

Your  Committee  are  of  opinion  that  there  is  no  reason  for 
making  any  deduction  from  the  rent  of  the  last  year,  and 
they  ask  leave  to  be  discharged  from  the  further  considera¬ 
tion  of  the  petition  so  referred  to  them. 

\Ommimem 

ED  WARD  ’  TAYLOR,  )  Finance- 


BCI&UMENT  MO-  36- 


BOARD  OF  ALDERMEN, 

SEPTEMBER  26th,  1836. 


Report  of  the  Finance  Committee  on  the  petition  of  James 
B.  Wall,  for  a  lease  of  Mill  Rock,  which  was  read  and 
adopted. 

J.  MORTON,  Clerk. 


The  Committee  on  Finance  to  whom  was  referred  the 
annexed  petition  for  a  lease  of  Mill  Rock, 

RESPECTFULLY  STATES, 

That  the  petitioner  applies  for  a  lease  of  these  premises 
for  the  purpose  of  erecting  thereon  a  powder  magazine,  fot 
the  storing  powder  therein.  Your  Committee  have  atten¬ 
tively  considered  this  subject  and  are  of  opinion  that  this 
rock  while  it  would  be  of  little  use  for  any  other  purpose  is 
well  calculated  for  this  object. 

This  spot  is  in  the  middle  of  the  East  river,  in  the  neigh¬ 
borhood  of  Hurlgate.  It  has  never  been  productive  of  any 
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income  to  the  city  and  the  appropriation  of  it  to  this  purpose 
would  in  the  opinion  of  your  Committee  be  a  great  conve¬ 
nience  to  the  neighborhood.  The  large  quantities  of  pow¬ 
der  which  will  be  required  for  the  purpose  of  blasting  rocks 
in  the  regulation  of  the  upper  part  of  the  island  should  not 
be  stored  on  the  island,  and  there  is  no  place  in  the  neigh¬ 
borhood  so  well  calculated  for  such  a  purpose  and  so  safe  as 
this.  It  is  also  advisable  that  in  some  way  possession  should 
be  exercised  over  this  rock  by  the  Corporation,  to  prevent 
others  from  taking  possession  of  it  and  hereafter  setting  up 
claims  therefor. 

Your  Committee  recommend  renting  it  at  a  low  rate  in 
consequence  of  the  buildings  and  dock  which  must  be  erected 
thereon  to  make  it  suitable  for  the  purpose  intended,  which 
buildings  are  to  belong  to  the  city  at  the  end  of  the  lease. 
And  they  also  recommend  that  the  lessee  be  confined  solely 
to  the  use  of  the  premises  for  this  purpose. 

They  have  also  provided  for  taking  possession  of  the 
same  on  payment  of  the  cost  of  the  buildings  at  any  time 
if  thought  necessary  for  the  public  use. 

The  Committee  recommend  the  adoption  of  the  follow¬ 
ing  resolution. 

Resolved,  That  the  Comptroller  be  authorised  to  lease 
Mill  Rock,  in  the  East  river,  to  James  B.  Wall,  for  the 
period  of  Twenty-one  years,  at  the  annual  rent  of  fifty 
dollars  on  the  following  conditions,  viz : — 

To  build  thereon  a  powder  magazine,  and  a  suitable 
wharf  at  his  own  expense,  to  belong  to  the  city  at  the  end 
of  the  lease.  To  use  the  same  solely  for  storing  powder 
and  not  to  allow  any  spirituous  liquor  at  any  time  to  be  sold 
thereon,  and  the  Corporation  to  have  the  right  to  take  pos¬ 
session  thereof  at  any  time  before  the  termination  of  the 
lease  on  paying  for  the  building  and  wharf  at  a  valuation. 


D.  P.  INGRAHAM, 

D.  BANKS, 

EDWARD  TAYLOR, 


Committee 
on  Finance. 


DOCUMENT  NO.  37- 


BOARD  OF  ALDERMEN, 


SEPTEMBER  19th,  1836. 


Report  of  the  Street  Committee  on  the  subject  of  further 
postponing  the  actual  widening  of  Chatham  street,  be¬ 
tween  Pearl  and  Mott  streets ,  was  read  and  rejected , 
and  the  Report  from  the  Board  of  Assistants  concurred 

J.  MORTON,  Clerk. 


The  Committee  on  Streets  to  whom  was  referred  the  sub¬ 
ject  of  again  postponing  the  actual  widening  of  Chatham 
street  between  Pearl  and  Moot  streets, 

RESPECTFULLY  REPORT  : 

That  the  legal  proceedings  for  making  this  improvement 
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were  confirmed  by  the  Supreme  Court  on  the  19th  of  March 
last,  which  fact  was  communicated  to  the  Common  Council 
on  the  4th  of  April  following  by  a  report  received  from  the 
Counsel  in  the  Board  of  Assistants.  The  subject  was  re¬ 
ferred,  as  is  usual  in  such  cases  to  the  Street  Committee  of 
that  Board  to  inquire  and  report  whether  the  actual  widen¬ 
ing  of  the  street  should  be  suspended  for  any  and  what  pe¬ 
riod  within  fifteen  months  from  the  confirmation  of  the  Com¬ 
missioners  report.  The  said  Committee  made  their  report 
on  the  2d  of  May,  in  which  they  stated  that  they  had  had 
the  parties  interested  in  the  widening  of  Chatham  street  be¬ 
fore  them,  and  had  heard  their  views  as  to  the  most  expedi¬ 
ent  time  to  actually  widen  the  street,  that  a  majority  of  those 
whose  buildings  were  to  be  taken  down  were  desirous  of 
postponing  the  widening  until  June  1837,  but  that  several 
persons  who  were  assessed  for  the  improvement  represented 
to  the  Committee,  that  they  were  in  favor  of  the  immediate 
widening  of  the  street.  That  after  a  patient  hearing  of  all 
the  parties  and  duly  considering  the  whole  subject,  the  Com¬ 
mittee  believed  that  the  widening  should  take  place  as  soon 
as  possible  after  allowing  a  reasonable  time  to  the  occupants 
of  the  houses  to  be  taken  down  to  seek  other  accommoda¬ 
tions. 

In  support  of  this  view  the  said  Committee  deemed  it  pro¬ 
per  also  to  state,  that  Several  of  the  lessees  had  been  awarded 
a  certain  sum  for  damages  in  consideration  of  their  being  de¬ 
prived  of  the  use  and  occupation  of  their  premises  from  the 
1st  of  May  1836,  whereas  if  the  widening  should  be  postpon¬ 
ed  for  one  year  longer,  the  lessess  would  be  receiving  a 
greater  sum  than  would  be  justly  their  due,  and  the  persons 
assessed  have  good  reason  to  object  to  the  assessment.  On 
these  grounds  they  offered  a  resolution  that  the  widening  of 
Chatham  street  should  take  place  on  the  1st  day  of  August 
last.  This  report  and  resolution  was  adopted  and  concurred 
in  by  the  Board  of  Aldermen  after  a  reference  to  its  Street 
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Committee,  and  was  finally  passed  by  the  approval  of  the 
Mayor  on  the  10th  of  May  last. 

Your  Committee  have  been  thus  particular  in  stating  the 
contents  of  the  said  report,  because  it  appears  thereby  that 
the  recommendation  of  the  1st  of  August  last  as  the  time  for 
carrying  this  improvement  into  effect,  was  not  made  hastily, 
unadvisedly  or  without  due  notice  to  the  parties  interested, 
or  proper  consideration  of  their  respective  rights ;  and  the 
reasons  contained  in  the  said  report  appear  to  your  Com¬ 
mittee  to  have  been  sufficient  to  justify  the  conclusion 
founded  on  them. 

Shortly  after  the  adoption  of  the  said  report  and  resolution, 
the  newly  elected  Common  Council  commenced  their  duties 
and  in  July  last  a  petition  was  presented  to  the  Board  of  As¬ 
sistants  by  a  number  of  persons  claiming  to  be  interested  in 
the  question  as  to  the  proper  time  for  carrying  into  effect 
the  widening  of  Chatham  street,  requesting  that  it  should  be 
postponed  until  the  1st  of  May  next.  Upon  the  reasons  of¬ 
fered  in  this  petition,  your  Committee  would  merely  observe 
that  they  do  not  appear  to  be  different  or  in  any  respect 
stronger  than  such  as  might  have  been,  and  probably  were 
brought  under  the  consideration  of  the  Street  Committees  of 
the  last  Common  Council  when  the  subject  was  before  them ; 
and  although  the  Special  Committee  of  the  Board  of  Assist¬ 
ants  to  whom  this  petition  was  referred,  reported  in  favor  of 
a  further  postponement  until  the  1st  of  February  next,  it 
does  not  appear  that  they  were  influenced  by  any  other  con¬ 
sideration  than  that  a  large  majority  of  the  parties  who  ap¬ 
peared  before  them  were  in  favor  of  the  postponement,  and 
that  it  would  be  reasonable  therefore  to  yield  to  their  wishes. 
Thus  if  the  subject  had  then  come  up  for  the  first  time, 
might  have  been  deemed  sufficient ;  but  as  the  former  Com¬ 
mon  Council  had  previously  disposed  of  the  question  other¬ 
wise,  upon  mature  deliberation,  your  Committee  cannot  but 
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think  that  the  views  thus  expressed  in  the  said  report  was 
hastily  adopted. 

There  can  be  no  doubt  of  the  power  of  the  Common 
Council  to  order  more  than  one  postponement  in  a  case  of 
this  kind,  because  the  expression  “  for  such  time  or  times 
as  they  shall  think  proper  not  exceeding  fifteen  months  in  the 
whole,”  contained  in  the  act  on  this  subject  fully  warrants 
such  a  construction ;  but  your  Committee  are  clearly  of 
opinion  that  no  attempt  should  be  made  to  exercise  such  a 
power  after  the  time  limited  by  the  first  postponement  had  ex¬ 
pired,  and  any  of  the  parties  assessed  had  on  the  faith  of  the 
previous  action  of  the  Common  Council,  paid  their  assess¬ 
ments.  A  contract  is  thereby  consummated  between  the 
public  authorities  and  such  parties,  and  the  latter  have  a 
right  to  insist  upon  its  strict  execution.  In  the  present  in¬ 
stance  the  time  appointed  by  the  first  resolution  passed  by 
the  Common  Council  on  this  subject  has  long  since  gone 
by,  and  (as  will  appear  by  the  annexed  statement  obtained 
from  the  Collector,)  assessments  amounting  to  a  large  sum 
of  money  have  been  paid  by  several  persons.  It  does  not 
appear  that  any  of  those  parties  have  waived  or  mean  to 
waive  their  rights  by  joining  in  the  application  for  further 
postponement,  and  without  such  a  relinquishment  on  their 
parts,  your  Committee  consider  the  difficulty  of  a  further 
postponement  insuperable. 

Independent  however  of  such  objection,  your  Committee 
would  not  be  disposed  to  grant  the  prayer  of  the  petition 
which  has  brought  this  subject  before  the  present  Common 
Council. 

They  consider,  as  a  general  principle,  that  it  is  not  advis¬ 
able  to  postpone  in  a  case  of  this  kind  beyond  the  period 
first  fixed  upon,  unless  upon  much  stronger  grounds  than 
appears  to  exist  in  the  present  instance.  The  parties  here 
have  had  full  notice,  and  should  have  prepared  themselves 
previous  to  the  appointed  time,  for  they  certainly  had  no 
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right  to  expect  that  such  time  would  be  extended.  Incon¬ 
venience  will  doubtless  be  felt  by  many,  but  no  public  im¬ 
provement  of  this  nature  can  be  effected  without  incommod¬ 
ing  individuals,  and  it  is  fair  to  presume  that  all  just  claims 
on  that  score  have  been  provided  for  by  adequate  assessments 
upon  the  parties  who  have  to  pay  for  the  improvement. 

Your  Committee  therefore  submit  the  following  resolu¬ 
tion. 

Resolved,  That  it  is  inexpedient  to  grant  any  further 
postponement  of  the  actual  widening  of  Chatham  street  be¬ 
tween  Pearl  and  Moot  streets. 

Resolved,  That  this  Board  do  non-concur  with  the  Board 
of  Assistants  in  their  report  and  resolution  hereunto  an¬ 
nexed. 


SAMUEL  PURDY, 
EDWARD  TAYLOR, 
NEHEMIAH  WATERBURY, 


!  Committee 
on  Streets. 


The  Special  Committee  to  whom  was  referred  the  post¬ 
ponement  of  the  widening  of  Chatham  street, 

RESPECTFULLY  REPORT: 

That  they  have  had  the  subject  under  consideration,  and 
have  had  the  parties  before  them,  of  whom  a  large  majority 
were  m  favor  of  the  postponement.  Your  Committee  think 
it  would  be  reasonable  to  yield  to  the  prayer  of  the  petition¬ 
ers  so  far  as  to  extend  the  time  to  the  1st  day  of  February 
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They  therefore  recommend  for  adoption  the  following 
resolution. 

Resolved ,  That  the  actual  widening  of  Chatham  street, 
between  Pearl  and  Mott  streets,  be  postponed  to  the  1st  day 
of  February  next,  and  that  twenty  days  thereafter  be  allow- 
ed  to  remove  all  encumbrances  from  said  street. 

C.  Si  WOODHULL, 

C.  DE  FOREST, 

W.  W.  HOLLY, 

H.  ERBEN,  Assist. 


|  Street  Committee. 
Aldermen  6 th  Ward. 


DOCUMENT  NO*  38. 


BOARD  OF  AEDERMEN, 


OCTOBER  3d,  1836. 


Communication  from  the  Comptroller  in  answer  to  the 
resolution  from  Alderman  Clark,  as  to  the  amount  ex¬ 
pended  on  Docks ,  Slips  and  Bulkheads  for  the  last 
fifteen  years.  Which  was  referred  to  the  Committee  on 
Wharves,  and  directed  to  be  printed. 

J;  MORTON,  Cierki 


Comptroller's  Office,  October  3d,  1836. 

To  the  Board  of  Aldermen ,  of  the  City  of,  New-.  York. 

In  obedience  to  the  following  resolution  offered  by  Aider- 
man  Clark,  on  the  12th  of  September  last. 

“  Resolved,  That  the  Comptroller  be  requested  to  report 
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to  this  Board  the  amount  expended  annually  for  the  last 
fifteen  years,  on  Docks,  Slips  and  Bulkheads  by  this  City.’1 

I  have  the  honor  to  enclose  a  statement  of  said  expenses 
from  the  1st  May,  1821,  to  31st  December,  1835,  as  charged 
to  the  account  against  Docks  and  Slips. 

Yery  respectfully, 

Your  obedient  servant, 

D.  D.  WILLIAMSON,  Corrupt. 


DR.  DOCKS  AND  SLIPS. 

1820  May,  Working,  Supplies  and  Re¬ 

pairs  of  Mud  Machine,  1,643  18 
Interest  on  Bonds,  -  565  43 

Repairs  of  Piers  and  Bulk¬ 
heads,  -  -  -  8,316  90 

Building  Piers  and  Bulk¬ 
heads,  and  filling,  8,906  55  19,432  06 

1821  May,  Working,  Supplies  and  Re¬ 

pairs  of  Mud  Machine,  1,416  66 
Repairs  of  Piers  &c.  19,584  21 

Building,  “  «  filling  2,680  42  23,681  19 

1822  May,  Working,  Supply  and  Re¬ 

pair  of  Mud  Machine,  926  29 
-  Repairs  of  Piers  &c.  5,440  77 

Building  “  “  filling  4,170  70 

Cost  of  new  Mud  Machine  9,215  85  19,753  61 

1823  Jan.  Working,  Supply  and  Re¬ 

pair  of  Mud  Machine,  2,701 
Repairs  of  Piers  &c.  16,585  29 

Building  Piers  &c.  3,350  22,636  29 


Carried  forward, 


$85,503  15 
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DR.  DOCKS  AND  SLIPS. 

Brought  over.  $85,503  15 

1824  Jan.  Working,  Supply  and  Re¬ 

pair  of  Mud  Machine,  3,016  10 
Repairs  of  Piers  &c.  12,055  21 

Building  «  “  11,407  90  26,479  21 

1825  Jan.  Working,  Supply  and  Re¬ 

pairs  of  Mud  Machine,  3,155  02 
Repairs  of  Piers  &c.  5,099 

Building  “  and  filling  27,615  20  35,869  22 

1826  Jan.  Working,  Supplies  and  Re¬ 

pairs  of  Mud  Machine,  3,892  57 
Repairs  of  Piers,  &c.  7,289  87 

Building  -  -  34,640  36  45,822  80 

1827  Jan.  Working,  Supply  and  Re¬ 

pairs  of  Mud  Machine,  3,906  14 
Repairs  of  Piers  &c.  15,804  79 

Filling  «  “  8,298  07 

Building  «  “  26,776  25 

Salary  of  Superintendent 

of  Wharves,  150 

Contingent,  169  99  55,105  24 

1828  Jan.  Working,  Supplies  and  Re¬ 

pairs  of  Mud  Machine,  3,554  47 
Repairs  of  Piers  &c.  26,048 

Building  “  “  33,846  99 

Filling  «  “  2,407  20 

Salary  of  Superintendent,  450 
Contingent,  1,120  72  67,42  7  38 

1829  Jan.  Working,  Supplies  and  Re¬ 

pairs  of  Mud  Machine,  3,726  61 
Repairs  of  Piers  &c.  11,859 


Carried  forward, 


$316,207  00 


Wac.IfovS&d 

DR 


DOCKS  AND  SLIPS. 


$316,207  003 


Brough  over, 


Building  “  48,638  12 

Pilling  •«  “  5,697  64 

Salary  of  Superintendent,  600 
Contingent,  -  -  144  25 

1830  Jan.  Working,  Supplies  and  Re¬ 
pairs,  of  Mud  Machine, .  3,500  47 
Salary  Supt.  Wharves,  600 
Repairs  of  Docks  dec.  7,140  •  03 

Building  “  “  21,644  03 

Pilling.  “i-  “  55  12 

Contingent,  -  -  -  18 

1831'  Jan.  Working,  Supply  and  Re¬ 
pair  of  Mud  Machine,  3,586i  38 
Repairs  of  Piers,  &c.  11,615  27 

Building  “  “  10,681  70 

Salary  Superintendent,  606  58 

Contingent,  -  -  -  176a 

1832  Jan.  Working,  Suppliy  and  (Re¬ 

pair -of  Mud  Machine,  3,527  28 
Salary  of  Superintendent 
of  Mud  Machine,  494  38 

Salary  of  Superintendent 

of  Wharves,  637  50 

Repairs  of  Piers  &c.  13,124  24 

Building  “  “  20,130  85 

Contingent,  -  -  13 

1833  Jan.  Working,  Supply  and  Re¬ 

pair  of  Mud  Machine,  2,823  07 
Salary  of  Superintendent 
of  Mud  Machine,  700 


65,665  62: 


32,957  65 


26,564  93 


37,932  25 


Carried  forward, 


$479,327  45 
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Brought  over, 


$479,327  45 


Contract  for  Cleaning 
Slips,  .  .  .  2,630  04 

Salary  of  Superintendent 
of  Wharves,  -  .  ggg 

Repairs  of  Piers  &c.  7;4io  52 

Building,  «  «  56,391  32 

Filling  “  «  4,308  04 

Contingent,  -  .  18  75  080  99 

Working,  Supply  and  Re¬ 
pair  of  Mud  Machine,  3,071  24 

Salaries  of  Supts.  j  §qq 

Contract  for  cleaning  slips  6,843 
Repairs  of  Piers  &c.  29,136  78 

Building  «  “  54,667  63 

Filling  «  «  11,323  67 

183*  t  Ccudmgent,  -  .  322  28  106,864  60 

1835  Jan.  Working,  Supplies  and  Re¬ 
pairs  of  Mud  Machine.  1,779  31 
Contractforcleaningslips  11,282  90 

Salaries  of  Supt.  l  500 

Repairs  of  Piers  &c.  35,069  42 

Building,  «  «  131,867  14 

Contingent.  -  -  122  32  181,621 09 


$842,894  13 


■ 


' 
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BOARD  OF  ALDERMEN, 

OCTOBER  3d,  1836. 


Report  of  the  Committee  on  Roads  and  Canals  in  favor 
cf  opening  the  streets  from  42d,  to  and  including  57th 
street.  Which  was  read  and  laid  on  the  table. 

J.  MORTON,  Clerk. 


The  Committee  on  Roads  and  Canals  to  whom  was  refer, 
red  the  annexed  resolution, 

Resolved,  That  the  streets  from  42d  to  and  including  57th 
street,  be  opened  in  the  usual  manner,  and  that  the  neces¬ 
sary  legal  measures  be  taken  therefor. 

RESPECTFULLY  REPORT; 

That  the  proposition  has  been  advertised  for  objections,- 
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that  none  have  been  made,  and  that  they  are  of  opinion  that 
it  is  expedient  to  adopt  the  resolution,  particularly  as  it  will 
occupy  two  years  to  complete  the  proceedings,  at  the  expira¬ 
tion  of  which,  it  will  probably  be  necessary  to  grade  some 
of  the  streets.  The  Committee  therefore  recommend  the 
adoption  of  the  resolution. 


D.  P.  INGRAHAM, 

JOHN  V.  GREENFIELD, 
AARON  CLARK. 


f  Committee  on 
(j  Roads  ^  Canals 


DOCUMENT  NO,  10. 


BOARD  OF  ALDERMEN, 

OCTOBER,  3d,  1836. 


Report  of  the  Committee  on  Finance  on  the  accounts  pre¬ 
sented  for  refreshments  furnished  Jurors  in  the  case  of 
Robinson  and  Jewell ,  which  was  read,  laid  on  the  table, 
and  ordered  to  be  printed  for  the  use  of  the  members. 

J.  MORTON,  Clerk. 


The  Committee  on  Finance  to  whom  was  referred  the  an¬ 
nexed  accounts  for  refreshments  furnished  to  the  Jurors  in 
the  case  of  Robinson  and  Jewell. 

RESPECTFULLY  REPORT, 

That  in  the  opinion  of  your  Committee  these  accounts 
are  very  extravagant  and  embrace  many  articles  hot  pro¬ 
perly  chargeable  to  the  city. 
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It  is  proper  that  the  public  should  bear  the  expenses  of 
providing  for  jurors  who  are  confined  by  order  of  the  court 
in  criminal  cases,  and  were  the  charges  in  this  case  such  as 
ought  to  be  paid  even  though  extravagant,  the  Committee 
4^ould  recommend  the  payment  of  them.  At  the  same  time 
they  would  remark  that  it  is  the  duty  of  the  Sheriff  in  mak¬ 
ing  provisions  for  Juries  to  act  with  a  due  regard  to  the  in¬ 
terests  of  the  city  as  well  as  to  the  wants  of  Jurors. 

In  the  present  case  the  bills  for  the  jury  in  the  case  of 
.Robinson  amount  to  $34'5>  48,  of  which  $272  88  is  charged 
for  meals.  One  item  in  this  bill  ought  not  to  be  charged, 
viz :  supper  for  the  Jury  and  Officers,  including  6  bottles  of 
wine  and  charged  at  $1.9  00.  It  cannot  be  that  the  Corpo¬ 
ration  are  chargeable  for  meals  furnished  after  the  close  of 
the  trial.  Nor  do  your  Committee  think  that  the  charges 
for  liquor  and  segars  are  proper  charges  to  be  made  against 
the  city. 

The  Committee  however,  in  these  cases  would  recommend 
that  the  Comptroller  be  authorised  to  pay  the  amount  of 
these  bills,  excluding  the  items  charged  for  liquor,  tobacco, 
and  segars,  and  the  supper  and  wine  furnished  in  the  case  of 
Robinson  at  the  close  of  the  trial ;  and  they  offer  the  follow¬ 
ing  resolutions. 

Resolved,  That  the  Comptroller  issue  warrants  for  the 
amounts  of  the  annexed  bills  for  provisions  for  the  juries 
in  the  cases  of  Robinson  and  Jewell,  deducting  the  amounts 
charged  therein  for  liquor,  tobacco,  and  segars,  and  for  the 
supper  and  wine  furnished'  at  the  close  of  the  trial. 

Resolved,  That  the  Sheriff  be  informed  that  in  future  the 
Common  Council  will  not  allow  any  charges  in  accounts 
rendered  for  Juries  except  for  necessary  food  and  lodgings 
that  may  be  furnished,  and  if  other  articles  are  allowed  by 
the  Courts,  that  the  same  must  be  provided  at  the  Jurors- 
expense. 
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Resolved,  That  a  copy  of  the  last  resolution  be  served 
upon  the  Sheriff  by  the  Clerk  of  the  Common  Council. 

D.  P.  INGRAHAM,  ) 

D.  BANKS  (  Committee  on 

EDWARD  TAYLOR,  $  Finance. 


Tammany  Hall,  June  1836. 
Corporation  of  the  City  of  New- York, 

Dr.  to  Lovejoy  and  Howard, 

For  refreshments  for  Jurors  and  Officers  in  the  case  of 
the  people  vs.  Robinson,  ordered  by  the  Court  of  Oyer  and 
Terminer  through  high  Sheriff  Hillyer,  as  follows  : 

1836 

June  2d.  Dinners  for  12  Jurors  and  Offi¬ 
cers,  .  .  13  50 

“  Suppers,  do.  do.  13  50 

“  Pickled  muscles  sent  over  to  Hall  2  00  29  00 

3  Breakfast  for  12  Jurors  and  6  Offi¬ 

cers,  ,  .  13  50 

“  Segars,  do.  do.  00  50 

“  Dinners,  do.  do,  13  50 

“  Segars  and  liquor,  .  1  50 

“  Dinner  for  High  and  Deputy  Sher¬ 
iffs,  .  .  .  l  50 

“  Suppers  for  12  Jurors  and  7  Of¬ 
ficers,  .  .  14  25 

“  Segars,  &c.  :  .  00  50  45  25 

4  Breakfast  for  12  Jurors  and  6  Offi¬ 

cers,  .  .  13  50 

“  Segars,  &c.  .  .  00  50 

“  Dinners  for  do.  do.  13  50 
Segars  and  liquor  do.  do.  1  50 


Amt.  carried  over. 


74  25 
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74  25 


Amt.  brought  forward. 

74  25 

June  4th. 

Dinners  for  High  and  Deputy  Sher¬ 

iffs,  •  •  • 

1  50 

<( 

Suppers  for  12  Jurors  and  12  Of¬ 

ficers, 

18  00 

it 

Liquor  and  segars, 

00  75 

« 

1  Box  segars  $7  50,  beer,  crack¬ 

ers  and  cheese, 

11  50  60  75 

5 

Breakfast  for  12  Jurors  and  12  Of¬ 

ficers, 

18  00 

<c 

Segars,  do.  do. 

00  50 

a 

Beer  sent  over  to  hall, 

3  00 

Dinners  for  12  Jurors  and  12  Of¬ 

ficers, 

18  00 

« 

3  Bottles  of  wine, 

4  50 

(t 

Suppers  for  12  Jurors  and  12  Of- 

cers, 

18  00 

it 

Beer,  crackers  and  cheese  sent  to 

hall, 

4  50  66  50 

6 

Breakfast  for  12  Jurors  and  12  Of¬ 

ficers, 

18  00 

k 

Dinners  do.  do.  6  Of¬ 

ficers, 

13  50 

» 

2  Bottles  -wine  |3,  segars  and 

Beer,  $1, 

4  00 

« 

Dinners  for  High  and  Deputy 

Sheriffs, 

1  50 

« 

Suppers  for  12  Jurors  and  6  Of¬ 

ficers, 

13  50 

ci 

Segars  and  liquor, 

00  63 

it 

3  Bottles  wine  $4  50,  crackers 

and  cheese  $3,  * 

7  50 

« 

Beer  and  Tobacco, 

1  75  60  38 

Amt.  carried  over. 


261  88 
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Amt.  brought  forward,  261  88 

7  Breakfast  for  12  Jurors  and  6  Of- 

cers,  .  .  13  50 

u  Beer,  do.  do.  00  50 

“  Beer,  crackers  and  cheese  sent  to 

hall,  .  .  1  75 

“  Dinners  for  High  and  two  Deputy 

Sheriffs,  .  .  2  25 

“  Dinners  for  12  Jurors  and  Officers,  13  50 
u  Segars,  .  .  00  50 

“  Suppers  for  Jurors  and  6  Officers, 

at  close  of  trial,  .  9  00 

6  Bottles  Medeira  wine  $9,  se¬ 
gars  $1,  .  .  10  00 

Articles  not  retured  from  City 
Hall,  2  towels  50  cents,  l  glass 
12 1-2  cents,  2  servers  $4,  4  88 

For  use  of  bedding,  towels,  and 
washing  the  same,  porterage* 

&C:  .  .  8  00  63  88 


New- York,  June  ii,  1836. 


Tai  al  of  Jewell. 

John  Hillyer,  Sheriff, 

To  Alex.  Welsh,  Dr. 
July  13th  1836.  64  Dinners  75  cents,  $48  00 

“  46  Suppers  50  do.  23  00 

“  46  Breakfasts,  50  do.  23  00 

«  Liquors,  beer,  cider  and  segars,  23  00 


Received  payment. 


$117  00 
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New-  York  June  8th  1836, 


Mr.  Sheriff 


To  cleaning  boots, 

Received  payment. 


To  R.  Newton  Dr; 

$4  50 

R.  NEWTON. 


The  Sheriff  of  the  City  and  County  of  New-York, 

To  John  Simms  Dr. 
June  4th,  1836,.  To  shaving  Jurymen,  $1  50 

“  do.  do.  3  37* 

m  87* 

Received  payment, 


New-  York  June  25 th,  1836. 


JOHN  SIMMS. 


Sheriff  Hillyer, 

To  G.  L.  Hewlett,  Dr, 
To  cheese,  crackers,  and  beer,  <$9  gg 

do.  do.  do.  0  38 


Received  payment. 
New-  York  June  10,  1836. 


$10  34 


BOARD  OF  ALDERMEN, 


OCTOBER  3d,  1836. 


The  Police  Committee  presented  the  following  report  and 
draft  of  a  law  on  the  petition  of  Hackney  Coachmen 
for  increase  of  fare  and  reduction  of  license,  which  was 
read,  the  report  accepted,  law  passed,  and  directed  to 
be  sent  to  the  Board  of  Assistants  for  concurrence. 

J.  MORTON,  Clerk. 


The  Committee  on  Police  to  whom  was  referred  the  an¬ 
nexed  petition  of  Hackney  Coachmen  to  have  the  prices  of 
their  license  reduced  and  the  rates  of  fare  increased, 

RESPECTFULLY  REPORT  : 


That  they  have  given  the  subject  very  careful  considera¬ 
tion  and  incline  to  the  opinion  that  the  present  price  for  a 
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license  to  wit :  twelve  dollars  is  an  unjust  and  exhorbitant 
tax  upon  this  class  of  citizens. 

The  Committee  are  of  opinion  that  no  greater  sum 
should  be  charged  than  is  necessary  to  meet  the  expenses  of 
registering  and  regulating  the  Hackney  Coaches ;  and  they 
believe  that  five  dollars  for  each  license  will  be  amply  suffi¬ 
cient  for  this  purpose,  and  recommend  a  reduction  accord¬ 
ingly. 

With  regard  to  the  increase  of  the  rates  of  fare  as  asked 
for  by  the  petitioners,  the  Committee  cannot  recommend  its 
adoption.  It  is  true  as  stated  in  the  petition  that  house  rent 
and  other  expenses  have  increased,  but  it  will  be  born  in 
mind  that  a  proportionate  increase  has  also  taken  place  in 
the  business  of  the  petitioners. 

There  is  however,  one  charge  in  the  established  rates  of 
fare,  which  the  Committee  think  ought  to  be  increased  this 
is  for  carrying  a  person  any  distance  not  exceeding  a  mile, 
for  which  is  allowed  twenty-five  cents.  It  is  recommended 
to  increase  the  amount  to  37£  cents,  and  to  leave  the  other 
rates  as  now  established. 

The  Committee  recommend  the  adoption  of  the  following 
ordinance. 


A  LAW 

To  amend  the  Law  entitled  “  A  Law  to  regulate  Hackney 
Coaches  and  Carriages  and  Stage  Coaches. 

The  Mayor,  Aldermen  and  Commonalty  of  the  City  of 
New-York,  in  Common  Council  convened,  do^ordain  as 
follows,  to  wit: — 

The  eighth  section  of  Title  First  of  the  Law  to  regulate 
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Hackney  Coaches  or  Carriages,  shall  be  amended  so  as  to 
read  as  follows,  “every  person  who  may  be  licensed  as 
aforesaid,  shall  pay  to  the  Mayor  for  the  use  of  the  city  for 
each  Hackney  Coach  or  Carriage,  which  such  person  shall 
keep  for  hire  the  sum  of  jive  dollars 

The  first  subdivision  of  Section  First  of  Title  Third  of 
the  said  law,  is  also  hereby  amended  so  as  to  read  as  fol¬ 
lows,  “  For  conveying  a  passenger  any  distance  not  exceed¬ 
ing  one  mile,  thirty-seven  and  a  half  cents,  and  for  every  ad¬ 
ditional  passenger  twenty-five  cents. 

All  which  is  respectfully  submitted  by 


NEHEMIAH  WATERBURY, 
F.  A.  TALLMADGE, 
THOMAS  S.  BRADY. 


' 


<< 

I 

ikrT  •  ' 


' 


* 
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DOCUMENT  NO-  42- 


BOARD  OF  ALDERMEN, 


OCTOBER  5th,  1836. 

Report  of  the  Chief  Engineer,  showing  the  state  of  the 
Fire  Department,  Oct.  3,  1836,  which  was  read,  direct¬ 
ed  to  be  printed  and  placed  on  file. 

J.  MORTON,  Clerk. 


New- York  Oct.  3, 1836. 

To  the  Hon.  the  Common  Council. 

The  Chief  Engineer  respectfully  presents  herewith  the 
present  state  of  the  Fire  Department,  viz.— 

Present 

dumber  men.  Resigned. 

Engine  No.  1,  Citizens  take  charge, 

a  2  New  company  formed,  15  M 

«  3  Have  hose  cart,  600  feet  hose,  18 
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Engine  No.  4  New  company  formed,  30 

“  5  Old  company  remain,  26 

6  Have  a  hose  cart  (800  feet  hose) 
with  10 

And  Engine  with  new  com¬ 
pany  formed  of. 

“  7  Old  company  remain, 

“  8  Have  a  hose  cart  (800feet  hose) 

part  old  company, 

“  9  Old  company  in  part,  (part  re¬ 

signed,) 

“  10  Company  resigned  13th  Au¬ 

gust  last, 

“  11  Old  company  remain, 

“  12  Engine  at  Painters,  (not  done 

duty  for  18  months  past,) 

“  13  Old  company  suspended,  (new 

company  formed,) 

“  14  Engine  at  yard, 

“  15  Inordinary, 

“  16  Resigned,  (new  company  form¬ 

ed,) 

“  17  New  company  formed,  29 

“  18  Resined,  3 

“  19  New  company  formed,  13 

“  20  Have  a  hose  cart  (600  feet  hose) 

new  company  to  called  1st 


Resigned- 

26 


11 

10 


11 


11 


14 


2 


12 


Ward  Hose  Company,) 

21  Resigned, 

22  Part  resigned, 

23  Old  company  remain, 

24  Part  resigned, 

25  Resigned, 

26  Old  company  remain 


12 


24 

17 


10 

23 
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Present 

Number  men.  Resigned. 


DngineNo.  27  Resigned, 

2 

15 

“ 

28  Resigned, 

18 

“ 

29  Old  company  remain, 

24 

« 

30  New  company  formed, 

15 

22 

31  Resigned, 

•25 

« 

32  Part  resigned, 

8 

9 

33  New  company  formed, 

45 

23 

“ 

34  New  company  formed, 

8 

19 

“ 

35  At  Harlaem, 

17 

“ 

36  New  company  formed, 

10 

24 

37  do.  do. 

8 

20 

« 

38  No  Engine  nor  company  for 

three  years  past, 

“ 

39  New  company  formed, 

10 

13 

40  do.  do. 

12 

16 

“ 

41  do.  do. 

26 

14 

“ 

42  Resigned, 

10 

« 

43  At  Manhattan ville, 

20 

ti 

44  New  company  formed, 

22 

18 

“ 

45  AtYorkville, 

16 

•« 

46  At  Rosehill, 

10 

it 

47  Old  company  remain, 

20 

“ 

48  No  Engine  (not  done  duty  for  1 

two 

years,) 

8 

it 

49  At  Harlaem, 

19 

HOOK  AND  LADDER. 

No. 

1  Old  company, 

28 

2  do.  have  hose  cart  (1200 

feet  hose,) 

22 

3  Resigned, 

2 

7 

4  Part  resigned, 

6 

11 

5  Old  company  remain, 

9 

6  Resigned, 

2 

7 
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HOSE  company: 

Present 

Number  men.  Resigned. 

No.  1  New  company  formed. 

2  Part  resigned; 

3  New  company  formed, 

4  No  company  fora  year  past, 

6  New  company  formed, 

6  Part  resigned, 

3d  Ward  Hose  Company  2  carts 


with  1200. feet  hose,  41 

8th  Ward  Hose  Company  (new 
company  formed  with  600 
feet  hose,)  9 

2d  Ward  Hose  Company  now 
forming  have  a  cart  with 
600  feet  hose,  10 

Hydrant  company,  18 

Wardens,  96 


937  626 

There  will  therefore  be  on  duty  in  case  of  fire  this  night 
32  Engines,  12  Hose  Carts  with  11,000  feet  hose,  and  3 
Hook  and  Ladder  tracks  ;  the  number  of  men  remaining  in, 
department  and  those  who  have  joined  since  24th  ult.  are 
937,  the  whole  number  of  resignations,  626. 

Respectfully  submitted, 

JOHN  RYKER,  Jr.  Chief  Engineer  F.  D. 


9  23 

14 

12  10* 

11  13 

14  6-, 


DOCUMENT  NO.  43. 


BOARD  OF  SUPERVISORS* 

OCTOBER  13,  1836. 


The  Comptroller  presented  the  following  Schedule  of  the 
value  of  the  Estate ,  Beal  and  Personal,  as  returned  to 
him  by  the  Assessors  of  the  Wards,  together  with  a 
statement  from  the  Board  of  Assessors  in  relation  to  a 
per  centage ,.  directed  by  them  to  be  added  to  several  of 
the  Wards— were  severally  referred  to  a  Special  Com¬ 
mittee,  cotisisting  of  Aldermen  Ingraham,  Clark 
Varian,  Whitehead  and  Purdy,  and  directed  to  be 
printed. 


J.  MORTON,  Clerk. 


SCHEDULE  of  the  Valuation  of  the  Estates,  Real  and  Personal,  as  returned  by  the  Assessors,  for  J  836. 

D.  D.  WILLIAMSON,  Comptroller- 


Assessment  of  1835. 

Assessment  of  1836; 

Real  Estate. 

Real  Estate. 

Personal  Estate. 

Personal  Estate. 

Total. 

Total. 

Wards. 

Real  Estate. 

Personal  Estate. 

Real  Estate. 

Personal  Estate. 

Increase. 

Decrease. 

Increase. 

Decrease. 

Increase. 

Decrease. 

1 

2 

3 

4 

6 

7 

8 

9 

10 

11 

12 

13 

14 

15 

S.  16 
N..16 

26,064,500 

13,000,800 

10,904,200 

7.749,800 

8,951,600 

6,366,958 

8,553,037 

8,501,115 

6,204,825 

4,825,500 

8,796,100 

15,670,220 

2,993,300 

5,514,720 

9,635,750 

29,885,728 

3,263,050 

7,971,450 

3,180,250 

4,198,850 

4,353,780 

3,845,030 

2,949,790 

1,120,940^ 

1,208,150 

999,590 

2,514,650 

451,850 

2,561,360 

6,686,810 

37,523,900 

19,732,350 

15.832.450 
10,007,250 
13,623,300 
10,091,945 
12,284,590 
13,808,600 
10,215,100 

7,848,300 

19.395.450 
10,273,230 

4.437.250 

7.884.250 
16,194,200 
12,232,435 
12,463,069 

28,758,906 

2,490,886 

7,657,000 

2,387,625 

5,405,960 

4,183,105 

4,506,000 

2,262,650 

1.638.900 
862,950 

1.393.900 
2,797,550 

548,350 

2,336,429 

7,801,007 

85,500 

434,369 

11,459,400 

6,731,550 

4,928,250' 

2,257,450 

4,671,700 

3,724,987 

3,731,553 

5,307,485 

4,010,275 

3,022,800 

10,599,350 

1,443,950 

2,369,530 

6,558,850 

12,232,435 

12,463,069 

5,396,990 

1,207,110 

660,970 

517,960 

394,310 

282,900 

96.500 

1,114,197 

85.500 
434,369 

1,126,792 

772,164 

314,450 

792,625 

170,675 

687,140 

145,200 

224,931 

10,332,608 

5,959,386 

4,613,800 

1,464,825 

5,878,810 

3,554,312 

4,392,523 

4,620,345 

4,528,235 

2,877,600 

10,993,660 

1,540,450 

2,144,599 

7,672,647 

12,317,935 

12,897,438 

5,114,090 

143,732,425 

74,991,278 

233,847,669 

75,551,117 

95,512,234 

5,396,990 

5,396,990 

4,793,816 
4,233,9 77 

4,233,97 7 

95,789,173 

5,114,090 

5,114,090' 

90,115,244 

559,839 

90,675,083 

Increase  of  Real  Estate,  90,115,244 
“  Personal  Estate,  559,839 


Total  Increase,  $90,675,p83 


■ 

. 

:,K  ;  .  ' 
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STATEMENT 

From,  the  Board  of  Assessors  for  1836. 

1st  Ward.  Real  Estate,  37,471,950.  No  per  cent  to  add. 
“  «  Personal,  28,631,936. 

2d  «  Real  Estate,  19,752,350.  No  per  cent. 

“  “  Personal,  2,490,386. 

3d  “  Real  Estate,  15,844,450.  No  per  cent, 

“  «  Personal,  7,673,088. 

4th  “  Real  Estate,  10,007,250.  15  per  cent,  to  add, 

“  “  Personal,  2,367,625. 

5th  “  Real  Estate,  13,610,268.  No  per  cent,  on  the 
Ward,  but  10  per  cent,  on  the  owners  of  the 
fee  to  St.  John’s  Park. 


« 

« 

Personal, 

5,370,100. 

6th 

“ 

Real  Estate, 

10,211,760. 

8  per  cent,  to  add. 

“ 

« 

Personal, 

4,080,617. 

7th 

(i 

Real  Estate, 

12,234,960. 

No  per  cent. 

“ 

« 

Personal, 

4,080,617. 

8th 

<i 

Real  Estate, 

13,385,300. 

4  per  cent,  to  add. 

« 

Personal, 

2,251,855. 

9th 

“ 

Real  Estate, 

10,154,800. 

8  per  cent,  to  add. 

“ 

“ 

Personal, 

1,590,943  4-100. 

10th 

“ 

Real  Estate, 

7,613,700. 

No  per  cent. 

« 

“ 

Personal, 

0,877,280. 

11th 

“ 

Real  Estate, 

19,734,010. 

No  per  cent. 

« 

“ 

Personal, 

1,253,771. 

12th 

“ 

Real  Estate, 

10,375,891. 

140  per  cent,  to  add 

as  follows :  on  all  the  property  from  40th  street 
to  62d,  inclusive,  175  per  cent.  ;  on  all  the  pro¬ 
perty  from  62d  street  to  132d  street,  inclusive, 
132  per  cent.  ;  on  all  the  remainder  of  the 
Ward,  95  per  cent. 

Personal,  2,907,550. 

Real  Estate,  4,228,950.  7  per  cent,  to  add. 
Personal,  0,587,700. 


250 


Doe.  No.  43.] 

14th  Ward.  Real  Estate,  7,836,750.  18  per  cent,  to  add. 

«  «  Personal,  2,338,930. 

15th  “  Real  Estate,  16,158,100.  7  per  cent,  to  add. 

«  «  Personal,  7,856,789. 

16th  “  Real  Estate,  22,588,485.  4  per  cent,  to  add— 

This  was  added  by  the  Assessors,  and  the 
amount  is  $24,695,504. 

«  «  Personal,  532,669. 


At  the  meeting  of  the  Board  of  Assessors  on  the  2d  of 
August,  the  following  Resolutions  were  passed : 

Resolved ,  That  on  the  examination  of  the  Book  of  any 
Ward,  if  it  should  be  found  too  low,  it  shall  be  at  the  option 
of  the  Assessors  of  the  Ward  to  take  the  book  back,  and 
place  the  amount  on  such  parts  of  the  Ward  as  they  may 
think  will  bear  it. 

Resolved ,  That  all  the  Books  be  examined  according  to 
actual  sales,  and  if  they  are  not  so  to  make  them  so. 

The  following  Wards  that  were  raised  by  the  Board,  the 
amounts  were  raised  or  reduced  by  the  Assessors  of  the 
Wards : 

1st  Ward,  3  per  cent,  raised  on  the  ward  by  the  Assessors 
of  the  same ;  3d  Ward,  11  per  cent,  raised  by  the  Assessors 
of  the  same  ;  5th  Ward,  8  per  cent,  raised  to  the  amount  by 
the  Assessors  of  the  ward ;  7th  Ward,  2  per  cent,  raised  by 
the  Assessors  of  the  ward  ;  9th  Ward,  10  percent.,  reduced 
to  8  by  the  Assessors ;  4th  Ward,  25  per  cent.,  reduced  to 
15  per  cent,  by  the  Assessors  of  the  ward  ;  11th  Ward,  3 
per  cent.,  to  nothing  being  raised  by  the  Assessors  of  the 
ward  ;  13th  Ward,  21  per  cent.,  the  Assessors  of  the  Ward 
reduced  tb  7  per  cent.;  the  15th  Ward,  13  per  cent.,  re¬ 
duced  to  7  per  cent. 


* 
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STATEMENT 

Of  the  Assessors  of  the  5th  Ward  in  relation  to  the  10 
per  cent,  addition  to  property  around  St.  John's  Park. 

To  the  Honorable  the  Board  of  Supervisors  : 

Gentlemen — The  Board  of  Assessors  did  lay  eight  per 
cent,  on  the  Fifth  Ward,  to  be  done  by  the  Assessors  of  the 
ward ;  that  has  been  done  on  every  part,  and  on  all  the 
property  facing  St.  John’s  Park  they  laid  ten  per  cent, 
more  than  any  other  part,  that  ten  per  cent,  has  not  been 
laid  on  as  a  number  has  sworn  down  to  the  assessment 
which  we  laid  on,  as  we  thought  we  put  sufficient  on  to 
reach  what  afterwards  the  Board  of  Assessors  meant  to  do, 
but  our  remonstrance  was  in  vain  ;  therefore  we  make  our 
appeal  to  you,  Gentlemen,  because  we  think  our  assessment 
was  quite  high  enough  to  embrace  all  that  was  needful. 

You  will  see  by  referring  to  the  Book,  who  swore  down, 
the  sum  opposite  their  names  is  what  they  swore  to. 

The  Supervisors  will  please  take  notice  that  the  Col¬ 
lectors  book  is  the  one  that  is  correctly  added  up,  with  the 
whole  amount  in  the  back  part  of  the  book. 

Assessors  of  the  Fifth  Ward. 


i  /.aMaTA'i’g 

•  -  V-*  \o  ».*?•'• •  *?.k  ^  \0 

'  .  .'V  Oi  i«.  1  W>B  m 

L);i  rtf)  ia&as '  \  ' 

. 

:  •  ; 

•  L  >i  i  '  V  '  it  .tS  ’iffireqoiq 

HT  -  ;[  1  ■  r  niiif?  MOttt 

1  ii  p  ■  .  .  .■ 

Trto  >  ,  '  . :  ■  f  <i !  -  in  ji  td'o  *tr  i 

•in'.;  .  ■■■.’■;  :  U>HS  sf.T 

. 


DOCUMENT  NO.  44- 


BOARD  OF  ALDERMEN 

OCTOBER  10th,  1836. 

The  Committee  on  Salaries  presented  the  following  report 
in  favor  of  the  petition  of  Dr.  John  Sickels,  City  In¬ 
spector ,  for  an  increase  of  salary,  which  was  read  and 
adopted,  and  directed  to  be  sent  to  the  Board  of  Assis¬ 
tants  for  concurrence. 

J.  MORTON,  Clerk. 


The  Committee  on  Salaries  to  whom  was  referred  the  pe¬ 
tition  of  John  Sickels  for  increase  of  pay, 

RESPECTFULLY  REPORT, 

That  they  have  examined  into  the  nature  of  the  duties  of 
the  office  of  City  Inspector,  and  the  manner  in  which  the 
same  should  be  performed,  and  find  them  to  be  as  arduous, 
and  requiring  as  much  skill  and  judgment  in  their  perform- 
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ance  as  set  forth  by  the  petitioner  in  his  petition.  And  also 
that  the  well  execution  of  the  duties  of  the  office  and  of 
those  imposed  on  the  City  Inspector  by  the  various  resolu¬ 
tions  of  the  Boards,  tend  very  essentially  to  the  preservation 
of  the  Public  Health,  and  the  comfort  of  our  citizens,  there? 
fore  a  person  capable  of  properly  filling  this  office,  should 
be  a  man  of  experience,  attention  and  great  industry,  and 
willing  at  all  times  to  devote  himself  to  his  office,  from  thp 
inspection  of  the  papers  in  the  office,  your  Committee  be? 
lieve  the  petitioner  performs  the  duties  of  the  office  in  a 
proper  manner,  and  as  it  is  a  department  of  the  City  Goverii- 
ment,  your  Committee  think  that  the  salary  attached  to  the 
office  should  be  increased,  and  recommend  the  adoption  of 
the  following  amendment  to  the  Law  creating  the  City  In¬ 
spectors  Department  and  prescribing  the  duties  thereof,  by 
striking  out  the  words  “  one  thousand”  in  the  4th  section  of 
the  said  law,  and  inserting  the  words  sixteen  hundred  in 
place  thereof,  so  that  the  section  will  read  as  follows : — • 

§  4.  The  said  City  Inspector  shah  receive  for  his  services 
from  the  City  Treasurer,  the  yearly  salary  of  sixteen  hun¬ 
dred  dollars  in  equal  quarterly  payments. 

And  they  further  recommend  that  the  increase  of  pay 
take  effect  from  the  first  day  of  September  last,  all  which  is 
respectfully  submitted. 


EGBERT  BENSON, 
D.  BANKS, 

IRA  B.  WHEELER, 


/  Committee  on 
I  Salaries. 


' 
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DOCUMENT  NO.  35. 


BOARD  OF  ALDERMEN, 

OCTOBER  10th,  1836. 

Report  of  the  Committee  on  Assessments  on  the  petition 
of  Francis  Caille  for  time  to  pay  an  assessment  for 
widening  Chapel-street ,  which  was  read  and  adopted. 

J.  MORTON,  Clerk. 


The  Committee  on  Assessment  to  whom  was  referred  the 
petition  of  Franeis  Caille  for  time  to  pay  an  assessment,  to¬ 
gether  with  the  report  of  the  Committee  on  Assessments  of 
the  Board  of  Assistants  thereon, 

RESPECTFULLY  REPORTS : 

That  the  petitioner  is  the  owner  of  a  leasehold  interest  in 
certain  premises  known  as  Nos,  58  and  60  in  Leonard  street, 
there  being  about  seven  years  of  his  term  yet  unexpired. 
This  leasehold  has  beet*  assessed  the  sum  of  $518  for  the 
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widening  of  Chapel-street,  and  the  annexed  report  recom¬ 
mends  that  the  petitioner  should  be  allowed  to  pay  the  said 
assessment  in  six  equal  instalments  which  would  postpone 
the  last  payment  until  the  15th  of  November,  1837. 

Your  Committee  are  willing  to  admit  that  there  are 
reasons  for  extending  some  indulgence  to  the  applicant  in 
this  case,  if  it  could  be  done  without  putting  the  security  of 
the  debt  in  jeopardy.  But  it  should  be  borne  in  mind  that 
the  assessment  is  a  lien  by  law  on  the  land  itself,  which 
does  not  belong  to  the  petitioner,  and  the  owner  might 
with  good  ground  object  to  the  ultimate  enforcement  of  such 
lien,  if  the  Common  Council  should  voluntarily  delay  the 
collection  of  the  assessment  from  the  tenant  who  is  bound 
to  pay  it. 

Under  these  circumstances  the  Committee  do  not  feel  jus¬ 
tified  in  concurring  with  the  report  adopted  by  the  Board  of 
Assistants,  unless  the  petititioner  shall  obtain  the  consent  of 
the  proprietor  of  the  land,  that  the  lien  thereon  shall  not  be 
affected  by  the  proposed  extension  of  time.  They  therefore 
offer  the  following  resolution. 

Resolved,  That  the  resolution  offered  with  the  annexed 
report  be  adopted  with  the  following  amendment  to  be  added 
thereto  “provided  the  petitioner  shall  produce  a  consent 
from  the  owner  or  owners  of  the  said  property,  to  be  ap¬ 
proved  of  by  the  counsel  and  deposited  in  the  office  of  the 
Street  Commissioner,  that  the  lien  of  the  said  assessment 
thereon  shall  not  be  prejudiced  or  affected  by  the  granting 
such  extension  of  time. 


EDWARD  TAYLOR, 
SAMUEL  PURDY, 

D.  BANKS. 


Committee  on 
Assessments. 


DOCUMENT  NO.  46- 


BOARD  OF  ALDERMEN, 

OCTOBER  10th,  1836. 


Report  of  the  Committee  on  Wharves ,  <£*c.,  on  the  appli¬ 
cation  by  the  Poughkeepsie  and  Fishkill  Steam  Tow 
Boat  Line,  for  exclusive  use  of  Pier  at  the  foot  of 
Murray-street,  which  was  read  and  adopted. 

J.  MORTON,  Clerk. 


The  Committee  on  Wharves,  Slips  and  Piers,  to  whom 
was  referred  the  petition  of  William  C.  Rhinelander  and 
others  relative  to  the  wharf  at  the  foot  of  Murray-street,  and 
the  petition  of  Jonathan  T.  Odell  and  others  on  the  same 
subject, 

RESPECTFULLY  REPORT : 

That  William  C.  Rhinelander  as  executor  of  William 
Rhinelander,  and  G.  Wilkinson  &  Co.  and  others  as  proprie¬ 
tor  of  certain  Steamboats,  together  with  Denison  and  Bel- 
den  and  others,  request  that  the  pier  at  the  foot  of  Murray- 
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street  belonging  to  the  estate  of  William  Rhinelander  be  ap¬ 
propriated  to  the  exclusive  use  of  the  Poughkeepsie  and 
Fishkill  Steam  Tow  Boat  Line,  for  such  term  as  the  Corpora¬ 
tion  shall  think  proper.  And  Jonathan  T.  Odell  and  seven 
others  engaged  in  the  freighting  business  from  Tarry  Town, 
Sing  Sing,  Peekskill,  Cortlandt  Town  and  Dobb’s  Ferry,  state 
that  until  the  present  season  they  have  been  in  the  habit  of 
using  said  pier  for  their  sloops  and  other  craft  not  aided  by 
steam — they  object  to  the  grant  asked  for  by  the  first  peti¬ 
tioners  and  ask  to  have  it  granted  to  them. 

The  Committee  have  examined  this  subject  and  find  that 
the  average  depth  of  the  water  at  this  pier  and  for  the  whole 
length  is  about  fifteen  feet  at  high  water.  The  slips  has 
been  cleaned  out  during  the  present  summer  previous  to 
which  time  the  water  was  only  about  nine  feet  deep.  The 
Steamboats  first  mentioned,  at  present  come  in  near  the  foot 
of  Cedar  street,  where  they  alledge  they  experience  great 
inconvenience  and  much  damage  from  the  frequently 
crowded  and  often  exposed  condition  of  their  accommoda¬ 
tions  there,  as  well  as  from  the  kinds  of  business  done  there 
by  brick  sloops  and  other  vessels.  Besides  being  frequently 
compelled  to  lay  in  the  stream,  unsafe  and  unprotected,  two 
days  and  nights  at  a  time,  that  the  privileges  allowed  at  the 
foot  of  Cedar-street  make  the  unloading  of  their  boats  very 
inconvenient  and  expensive.  The  remonstrants  or  second 
petitioners  now  come  in  generally  about  the  foot  of  Duane 
street  and  Franklin  street,  and  have  not  applied  to  the  own¬ 
ers  of  the  pier  at  the  foot  of  Murray  street,  to  hire  or  to  ob¬ 
tain  any  special  privilege.  The  statute  makes  provision  for 
exclusive  use  for  steamboats  only.  The  first  named  petition¬ 
ers  have  complied  with  its  prerequisites,  by  obtaining  the  con¬ 
sent  of  the  owners  of  the  pier  ;  the  others  have  no  steam 
boats. 

The  Committee  are  of  the  opinion  that  the  first  petitioners 
deserve  the  favorable  consideration  of  the  Common  Council. 
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They  conduct  a  very  useful  trade,  and  bring  to  the  city  a 
large  amount  of  the  necessaries  of  life ;  which  will  be  great¬ 
ly  increased  in  cost  beyond  their  present  high  rates,  without 
the  careful  attention  of  the  Corporation.  The  Committee 
believe  the  pier  at  the  foot  of  Murray  street,  a  proper  and 
suitable  place  for  the  above  mentioned  steamboats;  that,  as 
the  proprietors  are  willing  and  desirous  to  remove  some  dis¬ 
tance  up  town,  their  prayer  is  reasonable,  and  ought  to  be 
granted,  and  they  offer  for  adoption,  the  following  resolution. 

Resolved,  That  the  exclusive  use  of  the  pier  at  the  foot 
of  Murray-street,  with  the  consent  of  the  proprietors  thereof 
be  and  the  same  is  hereby  granted  to  the  Poughkeepsie  and 
Fishkill  Steam  Tow  Boat  Line,  until  the  first  day  of  May, 
which  will  be  in  the  year  1837. 

Respectfully  submitted. 

AARON  CLARK,  )  „ 

D.  P.  INGRAHAM,  (  Committee  on 

JOHN  V.  GREENFIELD,  )  Wha™es. 


' 

. 

. 


BOCUMBNT  MO.  47- 


BOARD  OF  ALDERMEN, 

OCTOBER  24th,  1836. 


Report  of  the  Committee  on  Charity  in  relation  to  dona¬ 
tion  to  the  Northern  Dispensary,  was  read  and  adopted. 

J.  MORTON,  Clerk. 


The  Charity  Committee  to  whom  was  referred  the  resolu¬ 
tion  of  Alderman  Greenfield  to  have  $500  appropriated  for 
the  benefit  of  the  Northern  Dispensary, 

REPORT: 

That  your  Committee  are  satisfied  from  the  knowledge 
they  have  of  the  Gentlemen  under  whose  direction  and  con¬ 
trol  this  Institution  is  placed,  that  any  donation  made  by  the 
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Common  Council  will  be  carefully  and  economically  applied. 

It  appears  from  a  report  of  the  Board  of  Trustees  made  in 
April  last,  1836,  that  the  Northern  Dispensary  was  in  a  very 
flourishing  condition  and  worthy  of  the  patronage  not  only 
of  the  Common  Council  but  of  every  Philanthropist. 

This  Institution  was  chartered  in  1828,  its  object  was  to 
relieve  such  sick  poor  and  indigent  persons,  residing  in  the 
northern  part  of  our  city,  as  were  unable  to  procure  medical 
aid  ;  during  the  period  of  nine  years  more  than  25,000  indi¬ 
viduals,  poor  and  fainting  with  disease  have  received  benefit 
through  the  agents  of  this  Institution. 

It  is  well  known  that  it  depends  upon  its  subscriptions  and 
donations  for  its  support,  that  among  the  most  liberal  of  its 
donors  is  the  Common  Council  of  our  city,  they  have  annu¬ 
ally  for  several  years  last  past,  appropriated  large  sums  of 
money  for  the  benefit  and  support  of  this  Institution,  that  six 
hundred  dollars  was  given  to  it  last  year,  1835,  from  the 
City  Treasury. 

On  the  examination  of  the  report  for  1836,  your  Com¬ 
mittee  find  that  4580  persons  have  experienced  the  benefits 
of  this  Dispensary  for  the  last  year,  of  this  number  1196 
were  vaccinated  and  attended  to  by  the  physicians  belonging 
to  the  Institution.  The  whole  receipts  for  the  last  year 
were  $1,414  46,  and  the  expenditure  for  the  same  period 
was  $1,385  53,  leaving  a  balance  of  $28  93,  in  their 
treasury. 

Your  Committee  are  of  opinion  that  this  dispensary  is  en¬ 
titled  to  the  charities  of  the  city  and  that  many  of  the  indi¬ 
viduals  provided  for  by  this  Institution  would  otherwise  be¬ 
come  a  city  charge,  and  tenants  of  our  Alms  House,  and 
inasmuch  as  an  appropriation  has  been  made  for  charitable 
purposes,  and  as  the  Northern  Dispensary  has  been  for 
years  past  in  the  habit  of  receiving  an  annual  donation,  they 
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see  no  good  reason  at  this  time  for  withholding  it.  The 
following  resolution  is  offered  for  adoption. 

Resolved,  That  the  Comptroller  be  authorised  to  draw  his 
warrant  in  favor  of  the  Treasurer  of  the  Northern  Dispen¬ 
sary  for  $500  to  be  applied  as  the  Trustees  deem  best,  and 
in  full  for  the  year  1836. 


D.  BANKS, 
EGBERT  BENSON, 
AARON  CLARK. 


)  Committee  on 
>  Charity  and 
J  Alms  House. 


•jriT  .11  y)1  :>uji>  KdJ  ‘<v  ■  - 

. 

' 

... 
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UOOUBSESTT  NO.  48, 

BO  AMD  OF  ALDERMEN, 

OCTOBER  24th,  1836. 


Tke  C°~«ee  °n  Police  Watch  and  Prisons  to  whom 
was  referred  the  Petition  and  Resolution  relative  to  the 
revision  of  the -present  Law  to  regulate  Pawn  Brokers 
presented  the  following  report,  together  with  the  annex 
ed  Law  Whwh  was  taid  on  the  ^  ^  ^ 

edfor  the  use  of  the  members,  and  made  the  special  order 
of  the  day  for  the  next  meeting. 

J.  MORTON,  Clerk. 


The  Committee  to  whom  was  referred  the  petition  and 
resolution,  relative  to  the  revision  of  the  present  law  to  rev 
ulate  Pawn  Brokers,  have  had  the  subject  under  attentive 
consideration  and  nuv« 


BEG  LEAVE  TO  REPORT, 


By  an  act  of  the  Legislature  passed  23d  January,  1 
the  right  was  given  to  the  Common  Council  to  fix  the 
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of  interest  to  be  taken  by  Pawn  Brokers  on  their  loans  to 
any  amount  and  to  regulate  their  business. 

The  increase  of  population  of  the  City,  and  consequently 
by  its  wants,  together  with  the  protection  due  the  public, 
and  the  necessity  of  regulating  the  business  on  a  fair  and 
honorable  basis,  so  as  to  induce  citizens  of  capital  and  char¬ 
acter  to  embark  in  this  occupation,  has  caused  your  Com¬ 
mittee  to  frame  a  new  ordinance,  which  embraces  several 
important  alterations  and  reforms. 

By  the  present  law,  loans  are  limited  not  to  exceed  twenty- 
five  dollars,  an  amount  insufiicient  to  meet  pressing  or  1m- 
diate  contingencies,  such  as  a  quarters  rent  or  any  other  ex¬ 
penditure  called  for  by  the  increased  price  of  all  things. 

The  inconvenience  to  the  borrower  of  twenty-five  dollars 
is  apparent,  from  the  fact,  that  if  he  desires  to  borrow  one 
hundred  dollars,  it  is  now  loaned  him  in  sums  of  twenty- 
five  dollars  each,  he  is  therefore  compelled  to  deposite  an 
article  for  twenty-five  dollars,  on  which  the  Pawn  Broker 
might  be  safe  in  loaning  one  hundred  dollars,  therefore  if 
the  Pawn  Broker  is  permitted  to  increase  the  amount  of  his 
loans,  the  borrower  would  not  be  subject  to  the  inconven¬ 
ience  of  depositing  property  of  so  much  value. 

Besides  there  is  no  evil  to  the  community  in  extending 
the  amount  of  loans,  for  it  generally  is  the  subject  of  nego- 
ciation  between  the  borrower  and  lender  as  to  the  rate  of 
interest,  and  it  also  opens  the  door  to  competition. 

The  Bombard  Association  having  ceased  to  loan  money) 
nwy  persons  who  were  in  the  habit  of  pledging  there  for 
large  amounts  are  much  inconvenienced  from  that  circum¬ 
stance. 

The  interest  as  at  present  established  is  twenty-five  per 
cent,  per  annum  on  sums  not  exceeding  twenty-five  dollars, 
the  calculation  of  which  it  is  evident  must  be  very  embar¬ 
rassing  to  the  description  of  persons  depositing  for  these 
small  amounts  and  probably  in  many  cases  subjects  them  to 
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imposition.  Your  Committee  have  therefore  deemed  it  ex¬ 
pedient  to  recommend  a  specific  charge  graduated  under 
one  to  twenty-five  dollars,  which  they  think  is  but  a  fair 
remuneration  for  the  Pawn  Broker.  And  as  further  safety 
to  the  public,  the  Pawn  Broker  is  to  state  on  his  ticket  the 
monthly  charge  for  the  loan,  so  that  the  most  ignorant  may 
know  the  amount  they  have  to  pay,  and  is  to  have  a  table  of 
the  rates  of  such  charges  put  up  in  a  conspicuous  part  of 
his  office. 

In  order  to  promote  further  security  it  has  been  consider¬ 
ed  just  and  proper  to  compel  each  person  taking  out  a  license 
to  execute  a  bond  with  good  and  sufficient  securities  to  the 
amount  of  five  thousand  dollars. 


The  Committee  have  made  some  other  minor  alterations 
to  the  kw,  and  beg  leave  to  present  the  following  ordinance 
which  has  been  carefully  and  cautiously  prepared. 


NEHEMIAH  WATERBURY,  ' 
F.  A.  TALI,  MADGE,  ( 

T.  S.  BRADY.  ( 


Committee. 


A  LAW. 

To  regulate  Pawn  Brokers. 

The  Mayor,  Aldermen  and  Commonalty  of  the  City  of 
New- York,  in  Common  Council  convened,  do  ordain  as 
follows : 

1.  The  Mayor  of  the  said  city  may,  from  time  to  time, 
grant  annual  licenses  under  his  hand  and  seal,  to  such  per¬ 
sons  as  shall  produce  to  him  satisfactory  evidences  of  their 
good  character  to  exercise  or  carry  on  the  business  of  a 
Pawn  Broker. 

2.  Every  person  receiving  such  license  shall  pay  thtere- 
for  the  sum  of  fifty  dollars  for  the  use  of  the  city. 
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3.  Every  person  so  licensed  shall,  at  the  time  of  receiving 
such' license,  enter  with  two  sufficient  sureties  into  a  joint 
and  several  recognisance,  to  the  Mayor,  Aldermen  and  Com¬ 
monalty  of  the  City  of  New-York  in  the  penalty  of  five 
thousand  dollars,  to  be  approved  by  the  said  Mayor,  condition¬ 
ed  for  the  due  observance  of  all  such  ordinances  of  the  Com¬ 
mon  Council  as  may  be  passed  or  enforced  respecting  Pawn 
Brokers  at  any  time  during  the  continuance  of  such  license. 

4.  Every  Pawn  Broker  shall  keep  a  book  or  books,  in 
which  shall  be  fairly  written  at  the  time  of  each  loan  an  ac¬ 
curate  account  and  description  of  the  goods,  article  or  thing 
pawned,  the  amount  of  money  loaned  thereon,  the  time  of 
pledging  the  same*  the  rate  of  interest  to  be  paid  on  such 
loan,  and  the  name  and  residence  of  the  person  pawning  or 
pledging  the  said  goods  article  or  thing. 

5.  Every  Pawn  Broker  shall  at  the  time  of  each  loan  de¬ 
liver  to  the  person  pawning  or  pledging  any  goods,  article 
or  thing,  a  memorandum  or  note  signed  by  him  or  her,  con¬ 
taining  the  substance  of  the  entry  required  to  be  made  in  his 
or  her  book  or  books  by  the  last  preceding  section,  and  no 
charge  shall  be  made  or  received  by  any  Pawn  Broker  for 
any  such  entry  memorandum  or  note. 

6.  The  said  book  or  books  shall  at  all  reasonable  times  be 
opened  to  the  inspection  of  the  Mayor,  Recorder,  Aldermen, 
Assistants  and  Special  Justices  for  preserving  the  peace  of 
the  City  of  New-York,  or  any  or  either  of  them. 

7.  No  Pawn  Broker  shall  receive  any  greater  rate  of  in¬ 
terest  upon  sums  loaned  by  them  than  the  following,  viz : 

On  all  sums  not  exceeding  one  dollar,  three  cents  per 
month. 

Over  one  dollar  and  not  exceeding  three  dollars,  six  cents 
per  month. 

Over  three  dollars  and  not  exceeding  six  dollars,  twelve 
cents  per  month. 
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Over  six  dollars  and  not  exceeding  nine  dollars,  eighteen 
cents  ‘per  month. 

Over  nine  dollars  and  not  exceeding  twelve  dollars,  twen¬ 
ty-four  cents  per  month. 

Over  twelve  dollars  and  not  exceeding  fifteen  dollars, 
thirty  cents  per  month. 

Over  fifteen  dollars  and  not  exceeding  eighteen  dollars, 
thirty-six  cents  per  month. 

Over  eighteen  dollars  and  not  exceeding  twenty-one  dol¬ 
lars,  forty-two  cents  per  month. 

Over  twenty  one  dollars  and  not  exceeding  twenty-five 
dollars,  fifty  cents  per  month. 

And  on  all  sums  above  twenty-five  dollars  and  not  exceed¬ 
ing  orie  hundred  and  fifty  dollars,  the  rate  of  interest  shall 
be  understood  and  arranged  between  the  borrower  and  Pawn 
Broker,  but  not  to  exceed  two  per  cent  per  month,  and  the 
time  for  which  such  loan  is  to  be  made  shall  be  agreed  upon 
in  like  manner ;  and  if  said  pledges  are  not  redeemed  with¬ 
in  the  time  specified,  they  are  to  be  sold  at  public  auction, 
and  the  surplus  if  any  arising  from  such  sale  after  deduct¬ 
ing  the  interest,  loan,  and  charges,  to  be  paid  to  the  owner 
of  the  property  so  pledged,  the  sale  to  be  advertised  as  pro¬ 
vided  for  in  the  following  section. 

8.  No  Pawn  Broker  shall  sell  any  pawn  or  pledge  on 
which  the  sum  loaned  does  not  exceed  twenty-five  dollars 
until  the  same  shall  have  remained  one  year  in  his  or  her 
possession,  and  all  such  sales  shall  be  at  public  auction  and 
not  otherwise,  notice  of  every  such  sale  or  sales  shall  be 
published  in  one  or  more  daily  papers  in  the  city  of  New- 
York  for  at  least  twelve  days  previous  thereto,  such  notice 
shall  specify  the  time  and  place  at  which  such  sale  or  sales 
are  to  take  place,  the  name  of  the  auctioneer  by  whom  the 
sale  is  to  be  conducted,  and  a  description  of  the  goods  to  be 
sold,  and  the  surplus  money,  if  any  arising  from  any  such 
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sale  after  deducting  the  amount  of  the  loan,  the  interest  then 
due  on  the  same  and  the  expenses  of  the  advertisement  and 
sale  shall  be  paid  over  by  the  Pawn  Broker  to  the  owner  of 
said  property  so  pledged. 

9  The  Pawn  Brokers  shall  be  entitled  to  at  least  one 
months  interest  on  each  loan,  although  a  month  may  not 
have  been  expired. 

10  Pawn  Brokers  shall  be  compelled  to  have  inserted  in 
his  ticket  or  receipt  for  pledges,  therate  of  interest  to  be  paid 
by  the  borrower  for  the  sum  specified  therein,  and  shall  also 
put  up  in  a  conspicuous  part  of  his  or  her  office,  a  table  of 

the  rates  of  interest  hereby  established,  and  any  complaint 

to  be  made  of  violations  of  this  law  shall  be  made  within 
seven  days  of  and  from  its  occurrence. 

11  Every  Pawn  Broker  who  shall  violate  or  neglect  or 
refuse  to  comply  with  any  or  either  of  the  provisions  of  this 
law  shall  for  every  such  offence  forfeit  and  pay  the  sum  of 
one  hundred  dollars. 


DOCUfiftSMT  M©.  19, 


BOARD  OF  ALDEKMEiY, 


OCTOBER  24th,  1836. 


Report  of  the  Committee  on  Arts,  and  Sciences  on  the  peti¬ 
tion  of  C.  44  Ingersoll,  relative  to  a  scholarship  in  Co¬ 
lumbia  College,  was  read  and  adopted. 

J.  MORTON,  Clerk. 


The  Committee  on  Arts  and  Sciences  to  whom  was  refer¬ 
red  the  the  petition  of  C.  M.  Ingersoll  to  present  his  son 
Charles  Ingersoll  to  the  Faculty  of  Columbia  College  for  one 
of  the  scholarships  of  that  Institution, 

RESPECTFULLY  REPORT: 

ror  *  re  XV  Chapter  0f  the  Statutes  of  Columbia 
College  the  Corporation  of  the  City  of  New-York  are  enti¬ 
tled  to  have  two  students  educated  in  the  college  free  of  all 
charges  of  tuition ;  that  there  is  no  person  now  enjoying  the 
privilege  so  granted  by  the  college  on  the  appointment  or 
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presentation  of  the  Corporation,  but  that  in  the  opinion  of 
your  Committee  the  Corporation,  should  not  neglect  filling 
the  scholarships  any  longer,  and'  as  the  petitioner  asks  that 
his  soh  should  be  so  presented,  and  as  on  inquiry  the  charac¬ 
ter  of  petitioner  and  his  son  is  such  as  to  recommend  them 
to  the  bounty  of  the  Corporation,  and  as  your  Committee 
have  had  an  interview  with  the  President  of  Columbia  Col¬ 
lege,  who  stated  that  the  presentation  of  the  said  Charles 
Ingersoll  would  be  satisfactory  to  the  Institution.  Your 
Committee  recommend  granting  the  prayer  of  the  petitioner, 
and  the  adoption  of  the  following  resolution. 

Resolved ,  (if  the  Board  of  Assistants  concur)  That  Charles 
Ingersoll  be  presented  to  the  Faculty  of  Columbia  College, 
for  one  of  the  free  scholarships  established  by  the  Statutes  of 
that  Institution,  and  granted  thereby  to  the  Corporation  of 
the  city  of  New-York. 

Respectfully  submitted, 

EGBERT  BENSON,  \  Committee  on  Arts 
R.  R.  WARD,  )  and  Sciences. 


document  no.  50- 


BOARD  OF  ALDERMEN, 

OCTOBER  24th,  1836. 


Report  of  the  Joint  Special  Committee  on  the  application 
of  a  Committee  of  the  Citizens  of  Westchester  County , 
relative  to  free  bridge  over  Harlem  river,  was  read  and 
adopted. 


J.  MORTON,  Clerk. 


The  Joint  Special  Committee  of  both  Board*  to  whom 
was  referred  the  petition  of  a  Committee  on  behalf  of  In¬ 
habitants  of  Westchester  County, 

RESPECTFULLY  REPORT : 

That  the  petition  sets  forth  that  said  Committee  was  ap¬ 
pointed  for  the  purpose  of  conferring  with  the  Corporation 
of  this  city  upon  the  subject  of  the  attainment  of  a  free 
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communication  from  said  county  to  this  city  by  means  of 
bridges  or  otherwise,  as  may  be  thought  best  for  the  publie 
good,  and  requesting  the  appointment  of  a  Special  Committee 
for  such  conference.  The  Committee  appointed  by  this 
Corporation  have  met  in  conference  with  the  Committee  on 
behalf  of  the  inhabitants  of  Westchester,  when  the  said 
Westchester  Committee  stated  their  belief  that  the  charter 
of  the  Harlaem  Bridge  Company  was  no  longer  binding  on 
the  public  authorities — and  that  they  wished  this  city  to 
consent  to  the  erection  of  one  or  more  free  bridges  across 
the  Harlaem  river,  near  the  present  Harlaem  bridge.  That 
this  city  should  join  in  the  expense  of  erecting  such  bridges 
and  m  a  petition  to  the  Legislature  for  leave  to  build  them. 

The  Committee  Upon  due  reflection  are  not  prepared  to 
say  that  there  should  be  any  bridges  allowed  over  said  river, 
or  any  other  obstruction  to  the  navigation  of  that  valuable 
river.  And  should  it  etef  be  determined  otherwise  the 
Committee  cannot  believe  it  will  ever  be  thought  proper 
that  this  city  should  bear  any  part  of  the  expense  thereof. 
But  it  is  not  necessary  to  be  occupied  at  this  time  in  the 
settlement  of  any  preliminary  points  in  this  matter  as  the 
Committee  are  informed  that  the  rights  and  claims  of  the 
Harlaem  Bridge  Company  are  in  a  course  of  litigation  and 
likely  to  be  soon  argued  and  settled  by  the  judgment  of  our 
highest  tribunals.  Until  this  takes  place  this  Committee 
would  recommend  that  no  step  be  taken  by  the  Common 
Counsel  that  shall  unnecessarily  bring  the  city  into  collision 
with  the  Harlaem  Bridge  Company. 

And  they  therefore  ask  to  be  discharged  from  the  further 
consideration  of  the  subjects  referred  to  them. 

Respectfully  submitted, 


AARON  CLARK,  1 
D.  BANKS, 

A.  V.  WILLIAMS,  t  Committee. 

D.  P.  INGRAHAM.  J 


DOCUMENT  NO.  51. 


BOARD  OF  ALDERMEN, 

OCTOBER  24th,  1836. 


Report  of  the  Finance  Committee  on  the  Communication 
of  his  Honor  the  Mayor ,  relative  to  Dennis  Brink,  was 
read  and  adopted. 

J.  MORTON,  Clerk. 


The  Committee  on  Finance  to  whom  was  referred  the 
annexed  communication  from  his  Honor  the  Mayor,  relative 
to  the  propriety  of  making  compensation  to  Dennis  Brink, 
one  of  the  City  Marshals,  for  injuries  sustained  by  him  while 
in  the  discharge  of  his  public  duties, 

RESPECTFULLY  REPORT : 

That  your  Committee  have  examined  into  the  facts  con¬ 
nected  with  this  occurrence  and  find  that  Mr.  Brink,  while 
engaged  in  quelling  a  riot  on  23d  February  last,  received  a 
violent  blow  on  the  forehead  from  a  club,  which  not  only 
produced  very  serious  injury,  but  also  rendered  him  under 
the  necessity  of  incurring  heavy  expenses  for  medical 
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services  and  rendered  him  unable  to  attend  to  his  business 
for  more  than  two  months. 


These  expenses  are  estimated  at  a  sum  nearly  if  not  quite 
amounting  to  two  hundred  dollars. 

These  officers  are  dependent  entirely  on  payment  received 
for  services  actually  rendered,  and  do  not  receive  any  regular 
salary  from  the  public,  and  if  it  is  desirable  to  have  them 
act  with  efficiency  and  boldness  it  is  necessary  that  they 
should  receive  proper  encouragement  and  support  from  the 
public  authorities.  It  cannot  be  expected  that  these  officers 
will  voluntarily  expose  their  health  and  lives,  if  when  in¬ 
jured  their  expenses  at  least  are  not  paid  by  the  public. 

Your  Committee  think  the  suggestion  of  the  Mayor 
worthy  of  the  consideration  of  the  Common  Council,  and 
that  Mr.  Brink  ought  to  be  paid  the  expenses  incurred  by 
him  as  well  as  something  for  the  loss  of  time  he  sustained 
in  consequence  of  this  injury,  and  they  recommend  that  the 
sum  of  two  hundred  and  fifty  dollars  be  paid  him  therefor. 
The  following  resolution  is  offered  for  adoption. 

Resolved,  (if  the  Board  of  Assistants  concur,)  That  the 
Comptroller  draw  a  warrant  in  favor  of  Dennis  Brink  as  a 
remuneration  for  expenses  incurred  and  injuries  sustained 
by  him  as  a  public  officer,  in  suppressing  a  riot  on  23d  Feb¬ 
ruary  last,  for  two  hundred  and  fifty  dollars,  which  sum  is 
hereby  appropriated  for  that  purpose. 


D.  P.  INGRAHAM, 

D.  BANKS, 
EDWARD  TAYLOR.. 


Committee  on 
Finance. 


BOARD  OF  ALDERMEN, 


OCTOBER  24th,  1836. 


Report  of  the  Finance  Committee  on  the  Communication 
of  his  Honor  the  Mayor ,  relative  to  Dennis  Brink,  was 
read  and  adopted. 

J.  MORTON,  Clerk. 


The  Committee  on  Finance  to  whom  was  referred  the 
annexed  communication  from  his  Honor  the  Mayor,  relative 
to  the  propriety  of  making  compensation  to  Dennis  Brink, 
one  of  the  City  Marshals,  for  injuries  sustained  by  him  while 
in  the  discharge  of  his  public  duties, 

RESPECTFULLY  REPORT : 

That  your  Committee  have  examined  into  the  facts  con¬ 
nected  with  this  occurrence  and  find  that  Mr.  Brink,  while 
engaged  in  quelling  a  riot  on  23d  February  last,  received  a 
violent  blow  on  the  forehead  from  a  club,  which  not  only 
produced  very  serious  injury,  but  also  rendered  him  under 
the  necessity  of  incurring  heavy  expenses  for  medical 
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services  and  rendered  him  unable  to  attend  to  his  business 
for  more  than  two  months. 

These  expenses  are  estimated  at  a  sum  nearly  if  not  quite 
amounting  to  two  hundred  dollars. 

These  officers  are  dependent  entirely  on  payment  received 
for  services  actually  rendered,  and  do  not  receive  any  regular 
salary  from  the  public,  and  if  it  is  desirable  to  have  them 
act  with  efficiency  and  boldness  it  is  necessary  that  they 
should  receive  proper  encouragement  and  support  from  the 
public  authorities.  It  cannot  be  expected  that  these  officers 
will  voluntarily  expose  their  health  and  lives,  if  when  in¬ 
jured  their  expenses  at  least  are  not  paid  by  the  public. 

Your  Committee  think  the  suggestion  of  the  Mayor 
worthy  of  the  consideration  of  the  Common  Council,  and 
that  Mr.  Brink  ought  to  be  paid  the  expenses  incurred  by 
him  as  well  as  something  for  the  loss  of  time  he  sustained 
in  consequence  of  this  injury,  and  they  recommend  that  the 
sum  of  two  hundred  and  fifty  dollars  be  paid  him  therefor. 
The  following  resolution  is  offered  for  adoption. 

Resolved,  (if  the  Board  of  Assistants  concur,)  That  the 
Comptroller  draw  a  warrant  in  favor  of  Dennis  Brink  as  a 
remuneration  for  expenses  incurred  and  injuries  sustained 
by  him  as  a  public  officer,  in  suppressing  a  riot  on  23d  Feb¬ 
ruary  last,  for  two  hundred  and  fifty  dollars,  which  sum  is 
hereby  appropriated  for  that  purpose. 


D.  P.  INGRAHAM, 

D.  BANKS, 

HD  WARD  TAYLOR. 


Committee  on 
Finance. 


DOCUMENT  NO.  52- 


BOARD  OF  ALDERMEN, 

OCTOBER  24,  1836. 


Report  of  the  Committee  on  Wharves  Spc.  on  the  petition 
of  Michael  P.  Mount  as  to  damages  sustained  at  the 
foot  of  Battery  Place ,  was  read  and  adopted. 

J.  MORTON,  Clerk. 


The  Committee  on  Wharves,  &e.  to  whom  was  referred 
the  petition  of  Michael  P.  Mount, 

RESPECTFULLY  REPORT: 

That  the  memorialist  states  himself  to  be  a  Cartman. 
That  on  the  22d  day  of  June  last,  he  backed  his  horse,  cart 
and  loading  into  the  dock  at  the  toot  of  Battery  Place,  while 
on  the  pier  there,  now  used  by  the  Staten  Island  and  Eliza¬ 
bethtown  Steamboats ;  that  he  used  all  necessary  precaution 
in  discharging  said  load,  that  the  accident  took  place  in  con- 
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sequence  of  there  being  no  string  ■piece  on  the  said  dock, 
and  to  his  damage  fifty  dollars,  which  he  solicits  may  be  re¬ 
funded  to  him.  He  appeared  before  the  Committee  and 
proved  the  fact  of  backing  into  the  slip  or  water,  and  the 
amount  of  loss.  And  the  Committee  have  examined  the 
place  indicated  and  believe  there  is  little  doubt  but  that  at 
the  time  of  the  occurrence,  there  was  a  deficiency  in  the 
said  string  piece.  The  petitioner  presented  no  bill  of  par¬ 
ticulars  stating  the  articles  of  loading  or  schedule  of  inju¬ 
ries  sustained,  and  did  not  deny  but  what  the  carting  was 
done  in  the  day  time  and  in  good  weather.  The  Committee 
have  serious  doubts  as  to  the  liability  of  the  city  in  this 
instance. 

1st.  Because  the  pier  spoken  of  by  the  petitioner  is  a 
temporary,  narrow,  small  and  inconvenient  structure  of 
piles  and  plank  placed  in  the  waters  adjoining  the  north  side 
of  the  foot  of  Battery  Place  or  Marketfield-street.  It  is  be¬ 
lieved  the  same  was  put  there  many  years  since  without  the 
permission  of  anyone  whose  duty  or  interest  might  induce 
observation  or  concern  about  it,  but  erected  by  Mr.  Wm. 
Gibbons  for  his  own  use  solely  for  the  purpose  of  piling 
wood  thereon,  from  vessels  bringing  it  for  the  steamboats  he 
placed  there.  No  permission  of  the  Common  Council  was 
asked  or  given.  2d.  The  commonest  observer  must  at  once 
have  known  that  it  was  not  intended  for  the  usual  occupation 
for  commercial  purposes,  and  particularly  not  for  the  ac¬ 
commodation  of  carts,  but  for  wood  and  the  occasional 
landing  of  passengers.  Mr.  Mount  states  himself  to  be  a 
public  cartman,  and  of  course  it  was  his  duty  to  have  used 
due  dilligence  and  vigilance  for  his  own  and  his  employer’s 
interests,  and  had  he  have  done  so  it  is  the  opinion  of  the 
Committee  the  circumstance  mentioned  would  not  have  oc¬ 
curred.  It  is  the  opinion  of  the  Committee  also,  that  when 
he  went  thereon  he  did  so  at  his  own  risque.  It  is  well 
known  that  cartmen  in  the  hurry  of  business  and  from  in. 
considerate  feeling  are  sometimes  considerably  in  fault  in 
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the  management  of  their  horses,  and  they  as  often  as  others, 
err  from  carelessness  and  inexcusable  obstanacy.  The 
Committee  however,  while  they  do  not  feel  disposed  to  re¬ 
commend  payment  of  the  losses  alledged  by  Mr.  Mount,  are 
willing  to  give  him  the  advantage  of  the  opinion  of  the  legal 
adviser  of  the  Common  Council,  and  therefore  they  recom¬ 
mend  the  adoption  of  the  following  resolution. 

Resolved,  That  the  preceding  petition  of  Michael  P. 
Mount  be  referred  to  the  Counsel  of  the  Corporation  to  con¬ 
sider  and  report  as  to  the  liability  of  the  city  for  the  dam¬ 
ages  therein  specified. 

AARON  CLARK,  )  Committee  on 
D.  P.  INGRAHAM.  $  Wharves  fyc. 


DOCUMENT  NO.  S3- 


BOARD  OF  ALDERMEN, 

OCTOBER  24th,  1836. 


Semi  Annual  Report  of  the  Society  for  the  promotion  of 
Knowledge  and  Industry ,  which  was  ordered  on  file, 
and  directed  to  be  printed. 

J.  MORTON,  Clerk. 


New-York,  October  1,  1836. 

To  the  Mayor,  Aldermen  and  Commonalty  of  the  City 
of  New-York. 

In  pursuance  of  a  resolution  of  the  Common  Council, 
adopted  February  1835,  the  Committee  charged  with  the 
management  of  the  General  Intelligence  Office  of  the  Society 
for  the  Promotion  of  Knowledge  and  Industry,  beg  leave 
RESPECTFULLY  TO  REPORT, 

That  through  the  medium  of  said  Intelligence  Office, 
during  six  months  past,  4,743  persons  have  been  supplied 
with  situations,  519  of  which  number  have  been  sent  to  the 
country. 


WM.  J.  MACNEYEN,  Chairman. 
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DOCUMENT  NO.  5ft. 


BOARD  OF  SUPERVISORS. 

OCTOBER  81, 1836. 


The  Committee  of  the  Board  of  Supervisors  to  whom  the 
Communication  from  the  Board  of  Assessors  in  relation 
to  the  valuation  of  real  estate  for  the  year  1836,  the  Com¬ 
munication  from  the  Comptroller,  and  the  other  docu¬ 
ments  relating  thereto,  and  also  the  remonstrances 
against  the  same  were  referred,  presented  the following 
report,  together  with  the  opinion  of  the  Counsel,  which 
was  read,  laid  on  the  table,  and  ordered  to  be  printed. 

J.  MORTON,  Clerk. 


The  Committee  of  the  Board  of  Supervisors  to  whom  the 
communication  from  the  Board  of  Assessors  relative  to  the 
valuation  of  real  estate  for  the  year  1836,  the  communica¬ 
tion  of  the  Comptroller  and  the  several  other  documents  re¬ 
lating  thereto,  and  also  the  remonstrances  against  the  same, 
was  referred, 

RESPECTFULLY  REPORT, 

That  your  Committee  have  devoted  much  time  and  labor 
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in  the  thorough  examination  of  this  subject.  They  have 
felt  its  importance  and  have  adopted  the  measures  which 
they  are  about  to  propose  after  mature  deliberation. 

In  order  to  arrive  at  a  proper  understanding  of  the  sub¬ 
ject,  it  will  be  necessary  briefly  to  notice  the  proceedings  of 
the  Assessors  and  the  Board  in  preparing  the  tax  books  now 
referred  to  your  Committee. 

The  Assessors  having  been  sworn  prior  to  entering  upon 
the  duties  of  their  office,  at  a  meeting  of  the  Board  of  Assess¬ 
ors  adopted  a  resolution  that  the  property  should  be  valued 
“  at  the  actual  sales  which  may  have  taken  place  since  the 
last  assessment,  and  that  all  the  real  estate  similarly  situated 
within  the  city  and  county,  with  such  as  has  been  sold  be 
assessed  at  the  same  rate.”  Having  adopted  this  resolu¬ 
tion  by  a  majority  of  the  votes  of  the  Assessors,  they  proceeded 
in  the  usual  way  to  make  the  assessments  in  their  respective 
wards.  When  they  completed  their  assessments,  the  whole 
amount  at  which  the  real  estate  of  the  city  was  assessed  was 
$233,847,669. 

The  Board  of  Assessors  having  fixed  the  valuation  of  per¬ 
sonal  property,  proceeded  to  equalize  the  valuations  of  real 
estate,  and  without  reducing  the  valuation  of  any  ward,  they 
increased  that  of  most  of  the  wards  by  adding  large  amounts 
thereto.  The  2d  and  \ Oth  wards  were  not  altered  by  the  Board 
of  Assessors,  and  consequently  remain  now  as  they  were  orig¬ 
inally  prepared  by  the  Assessors.  The  1st,  3d,  5th,  7th,  1 1th, 
and  16  th  wards  were  severally  increased  by  the  Board  of  As¬ 
sessors,  and  the  amount  so  added  by  the  Board  was  assessed 
again  by  the  Assessors  on  the  property  in  the  ward  under 
another  resolution  passed  by  the  Board  of  Assessors  which 
authorised  the  Assessors  to  take  back  their  books  and  add 
the  amount  on  such  part  of  the  ward  as  they  thought  would 
bear  it. 

Another  resolution  was  passed  by  the  Board  of  Assessors 
of  a  similar  character,  viz.  “  that  the  books  should  be  examin- 
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ed  according  to  actual  sales,  and  if  they  are  not  so  to  make 
them  so  ” ;  and  in  pursuance  of  this  resolution,  the  Board  of 
Assessors,  as  your  Committee  are  informed  raised  the  aggre¬ 
gate  valuations  of  whole  wards  to  correspond  with  the  sales 
of  a  few  parcels  or  lots  in  the  ward,  sold  for  terms  different 
from  what  in  the  opinion  of  your  Committee  was  intended 
to  be  the  test  of  the  value  of  land  by  the  law  which  author¬ 
ises  the  assessment. 

The  other  wards,  viz  :  4th,  5th,  6th,  8th,  9th,  12th,  13th, 
14th  and  15th,  were  determined  by  the  Board  to  be  under 
such  valuations,  and  the  respective  Assessors  after  examining 
either  reported  to  the  Board  of  Assessors  that  they  could  not 
/  conscientiously  increase  the  assessments  of  their  respective 
wards  beyond  the  amount  at  which  they  then  had  fixed  their 
books,  or  else  declined  to  attempt  it  for  the  same  reasons. 

The  Board  of  Assessors  thereupon  added  to  the  several 
wards  last  named  percentages,  amounting  in  the  whole  to 
$20,737,372. 

They  forthwith  without  altering  the  books  to  correspond 
with  this  increase,  gave  the  ordinary  notice  of  ten  days  to 
the  owners  of  property,  and  exhibited  the  books  as  original¬ 
ly  made  out  by  the  Assessors,  without  such  additions  as  had 
been  made  by  the  Board  of  Assessors.  It  is  proper  here  to 
remark  that  in  many  of  the  wards  of  the  city,  individuals 
reduced  the  value  of  their  property  by  affidavit  even  with¬ 
out  this  addition,  and  ip  the  fourth  ward  particularly,  173 
pieces  of  property  assessed  at  $1,267,500,  were  reduced  $137- 
500,  or  more  than  11  per  cent,  by  affidavits,  while  the  Board 
of  Assessors  have  ordered  15  per  cent,  more  to  be  added  to 
this  valuation. 

The  books  in  this  state  are  now  presented  to  the  Board 
of  Supervisors  for  their  approval  or  correction.  Your  Com¬ 
mittee  are  not  willing  for  several  reasons  to  recommend  the 
confirmation  of  these  assessments  in  their  present  state. 

The  law  regulating  the  proceedings  of  the  Assessors  di- 
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rects  that  they  shall  value  the  property  as  they  would  ap¬ 
praise  the  same  in  payment  of  a  just  debt  due  from  a  solvent 
debtor.  This  provision  of  thelawthe  Assessorsthoughtproper 
to  alter  by  substituting  in  its  place  another  rule  very  different 
in  principle,  and  one  which  produced  a  very  different  result. 
The  rule  which  the  Legislature  laid  down  had  reference  to 
the  actual  cash  value.  The  rule  which  the  Board  of  Assess¬ 
ors  adopted  referred  to  those  sales  which  were  made  on  the 
usual  terms,  such  as  leaving  75  per  cent,  or  more  on  mort¬ 
gage  on  a  long  credit  of  two  years  or  more.  It  is  well  known 
that  this  difference  in  the  mode  of  selling  has  generally 
caused  a  difference  in  the  amount  which  property  would 
bring  at  auction  of  from  15  to  20  per  cent.  And  even 
if  it  did  not  produce  this  difference  your  Committee  do  not 
think  that  the  sale  of  a  few  pieces  of  property  are  to  fix  the 
relative  value  of  all  the  property  in  the  ward.  Circumstan¬ 
ces  may  and  do  occur  which  often  cause  such  sales  to  be 
made  far  above  their  real  value.  The  particular  business 
which  may  have  been  previously  carried  on  in  a  store,  might 
render  it  peculiarly  desirable  to  some,  and  thus  produce  a 
competition  between  individuals  for  a  certain  location,  while 
if  several  stores  or  lots  in  the  same  neighborhood  were  to  be 
sold  they  would  not  produce  the  same  sum  by  a  considerable 
amount. 

The  rule  which  has  been  laid  down  as  a  true  test  of  the 
value  of  property,  viz :  its  income  or  capability  to  produce 
an  income,  appears  to  have  been  laid  out  of  view  entirely  by 
the  Board  of  Assessors,  and  in  their  alterations  of  the  books 
they  have  raised  the  wild  and  unimproved  property  to  a  rate 
proportionably  higher  than  the  rest  of  the  city. 

Another  objection  to  the  proceedings  of  the  Board  of  As¬ 
sessors  is,  that  they  have  raised  the  amount  so  much  above 
what  the  Assessors  returned.  Such  was  not,  in  the  opinion 
of  the  Committee,  the  intention  of  the  Legislature  in  the 
powers  conferred  on  them. 
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They  are  to  compare  the  assessment  rolls  for  the  purpose 
of  ascertaining  whether  the  valuations  in  one  ward  bear  a 
just  relation  to  the  valuations  in  all  the  wards,  and  they 
may  increase  or  diminish  the  aggregate  valuations  in  any 
ward  by  adding  or  deducting  such  sum  upon  the  hundred 
as  may  be  necessary  to  produce  such  a  relation.  This  did 
not  contemplate  that  all  the  wards  should  be  raised  except 
two,  and  to  he  made  equal  to  them  ;  but  that  if  any  ward  was 
higher  or  lower  than  the  majority  of  the  wards,  that  it  was 
to  be  increased  or  diminished  so  as  to  correspond  with  the 
others.  The  limitation  at  the  end  of  the  section  shows  that 
the  Legislature  did  not  anticipate  that  all  the  wards  were  to 
be  raised  to  equal  one,  but  that  they  should  not  be  dimin- 
ished  below  the  aggregate  amount  of  all  the  wards  as  made 
by  the  Assessors ;  or  that  what  was  taken  olffrom  one  ward 
should  be  added  to  another.  The  intention  was  to  equalize 
not  to  increase  the  valuation. 

Another  objection  to  these  proceedings,  is  the  course 
which  the  Board  of  Assessors  induced  the  Assessors  to 
pursue  in  taking  back  their  books  and  altering  their  first  as¬ 
sessments.  These  assessments  were  made  under  the 
sanctity  of  their  oaths.  They  made  them  according  to  the 
rule  pointed  out  in  the  act  of  the  Legislature,  and  having 
made  them  in  this  manner,  and  submitted  them  to  the  Board 
of  Assessors,  they  had  no  authority,  and  the  law  does  not 
allow  them  to  take  back  their  books  and  alter  their  assess¬ 
ments.  In  fact  the  very  object  of  the  law  which  secures  to 
the  Supervisors  the  power  of  reviewing  the  proceedings  of 
the  Board  of  Assessors  is  defeated,  inasmuch  as  the  books  as 
originally  made  out  by  the  Assessors  are  not  presented,  and 
the  amounts  added  by  or  taken  from  the  different  books  are 
thus  kept  from  the  knowledge  of  the  Supervisors. 

It  appears  that  the  true  intent  of  the  law  was  that  what¬ 
ever  amount  was  added  by  the  Board  of  Assessors  should  so 
appear  to  be  done  by  them  when  the  books  are  submitted  to 
the  Supervisors. 
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It  is  also  inconsistent  in  itself  to  require  Assessors  who 
have  made  their  assessesments  under  oath,  to  review  those 
assessments  under  the  same  oath,  and  in  some  wards  to  add 
more  than  one  hundred  per  cent. 

Another  and  a  very  serious  objection  to  these  proceedings, 
and  one  which  in  the  opinion  of  your  Committee  renders  the 
legality  of  the  tax  very  doubtful  at  the  least,  is  that  the 
books  were  not  made  out  anew  and  submitted  to  the  people 
with  the  proposed  addition  of  the  Board  of  Assessors  added 
to  them.  The  object  of  showing  the  books  is  to  enable  in¬ 
dividuals  who  feel  themselves  aggrieved  by  making  oath  of 
the  value  of  their  property  to  reduce  the  amount.  The  act 
of’  the  Legislature  (page  49  of  the  abstract,)  provides  that 
after  the  assessment  rolls  have  been  examined  and  compared, 
altered  or  corrected,  the  same  shall  be  returned  to  the  Assess¬ 
ors  of  the  wards,  who  shall  cause  fair  copies  thereof  to  be 
made  out  and  left  with  one  of  their  number,  and  shall 
proceed  to  give  notice  according  to  law. 

They  are  to  make  out  fair  copies  of  the  assessment  rolls 
as  altered  or  corrected,  and  in  this  way  submit  them  to  the 
people.  The  object  of  this  advertisement  is  stated  to  be 
(p.  25,  26,)  that  if  any  person  shall  make  affidavit  that  the 
value  of  his  real  estate  does  not  exceed  a  certain  sum,  the 
Assessors  shall  reduce  the  amount  to  such  sum  as  shall  be 
sworn  to. 

The  course  pursued  by  the  Assessors  in  submitting  the 
original  assessments  without  the  additions  made  by  the  Board 
of  Assessors,  is  not  in  the  opinion  of  the  Committee  a  com¬ 
pliance  with  the  provisions  of  the  law.  No  owner  of 
property  thus  raised  has  been  legally  notified  of  the  amount 
at  which  his  property  was  assessed.  He  has  not  had  the 
opportunity  which  the  law  allows  him  to  reduce  the  sum  by 
affidavit.  The  impropriety  of  this  appears  more  particu¬ 
larly  in  relation  to  the  12th  ward,  though  the  same  rule  ap¬ 
plies  to  all.  In  this  ward  140  per  cent,  was  added  by  the 
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Board  of  Assessors.  The  books  were  exhibited  as  original¬ 
ly  made  out.  In  fact  it  could  not  have  been  otherwise  as 
the  notices  were  published  in  the  papers  on  the  next  day 
after  the  Board  of  Assessors  closed  their  proceedings.  Many 
individuals  examined  the  book  and  found  the  original  assess¬ 
ment,  when  if  the  140  per  cent,  had  been  added,  many  as 
your  Committee  are  informed,  would  have  reduced  their  as¬ 
sessment  by  affidavit.  In  the  opinion  of  the  Counsel  of  the 
Corporation  this  course  is  declared  to  be  illegal,  and  the  tax 
thus  added,  in  his  opinion  cannot  legally  be  collected. 

Another  objection  is  that  the  Board  of  Assessors  have 
ordered  this  per  centage  to  be  laid  without  reference  to  those 
who  have  sworn  down  their  assessment.  This  cannot  be 
done  and  any  attempt  to  increase  those  amounts  would  be 
illegal  and  might  defeat  the  whole  tax,  and  it  would  be 
manifest  injustice  to  add  on  the  rest  of  the  property  in  the 
ward  the  amount  which  thus  was  ordered  to  be  divided 
among  all.  In  the  Fourth  Ward  where  one  ninth  of  the 
whole  valuation  of  the  ward  has  been  reduced  below  what 
the  Assessors  made  it  independent  of  the  Board,  it  would  be 
impossible  to  add-  the  15  per  cent,  which  the  Board  of  As. 
sessors  have  added,  and  the  consequence  must  be  either  to 
lose  the  tax  on  one  ninth  of  the  fifteen  per  cent,  or  to  lay  a  tax 
contrary  to  law  neither  of  which  your  Committee  believe 
this  Board  is  ready  to  accede  to. 

There  are  other  objections  which  might  be  made  to  con¬ 
firming  these  assessment  rolls  in  their  present  form,  but  your 
Committee  have  mentioned  these,  considering  them  more 
particularly  connected  with  the  legality  of  the  tax.  If  the 
course  which  the  Board  of  Assessors  have  adopted  renders 
the  legality  of  the  whole  tax  doubtful,  it  is  clearly  the  duty 
of  the  Supervisors  to  correct  it  so  far  as  is  in  their  power  ; 
and  they  refer  fox  a  confirmation  of  the  opinions  they  have 
expressed  to  the  opinion  of  the  counsel  hereto  annexed  on 
this  subject. 
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Your  Committee  on  examining  these  valuations  are  also 
of  opinion  that  the  same  are  not  at  all  equal  in  the  different 
wards.  But  on  none  does  it  bear  so  heavily  as  on  the 
Twelfth  Ward.  It  must  be  remembered  that  four  fifths  of 
this  ward  is  still  in  the  same  state  in  which  it  was  when 
possessed  by  the  first  settlers  of  the  country,  without  any 
improvements  and  the  greater  part  of  it  in  a  condition  to 
prevent  improvement  except  at  an  enormous  expense;  that 
it  is  entirely  unproductive,  and  that  a  very  large  proportion 
will  not  rent  for  enough  to  pay  the  taxes  on  it  annually. 
Even  some  of  the  best  of  the  common  land  lots  have  been 
for  the  last  few  years  annually  rented  for  $25  or  30  per 
block  while  the  annual  taxes  if  assessed,  would  have  ex¬ 
ceeded  that  amount.  The  Corporation  also  own  about  600 
acres  in  that  ward  which  are  not  assessed  at  all. 

The  very  unequal  state  of  the  ground  in  this  ward  renders 
it  impossible  for  any  persons  to  place  a  correct  value  upon  it 
without  personal  observation,  the  ground  changing  often  in 
from  100  to  300  feet  from  good,  high,  and  solid  ground  to 
swamp  or  rock.  In  examining  this  assessment,  as  made  by 
the  Assessors  and  adding  the  amount  fixed  by  the  Board  of 
Assessors,  your  Committee  find  that  the  great  proportion  of 
lots  fronting  on  streets  not  opened  or  regulated  east  of  the 
centre  line  of  the  island  would  average  from  800  to  1000 
dollars  while  the  avenue  lots  vary  from  1000  to  over  1600 
dollars.  No  man  who  examined  this  property  would  after¬ 
wards  say  that  these  lots  were  worth  any  thing  like  this 
value  in  payment  of  a  solvent  debt.  Your  Committee 
doubt  whether  any  of  the  members  of  the  Board  of  Assessors 
would  be  willing  to  be  paid  the  debts  due  them  from  solvent 
debtors  in  this  kind  of  payment  at  such  prices  ;  and  even  the 
speculative  prices  which  have  been  paid  for  lots  within  the 
past  summer  in  this  ward,  on  a  credit  of  from  two  to  fifteen 
years,  fall  far  short  in  many  instances  of  the  valuation  put 
upon  them  by  the  Board  of  Assessors— -and  instances  have 
come  to  the  knowledge  of  some  of  the  members  of  your 
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Committee  where  property  is  valued  50  and  100  per  cent, 
higher  than  the  same  has  actually  been  sold  during  the  past 
season  or  can  be  purchased  now.  It  is  not  to  be  expected 
that  the  Assessors  of  other  wards  can  without  personal  ex¬ 
amination  correctly  estimate  the  value  of  land  situated  as 
the  most  of  the  land  in  the  Twelfth  Ward. 

In  1835  the  portion  of  the  island  which  now  forms  the 
Twelfth  Ward  was  assessed  at  about  $5,000,000.  The  As¬ 
sessors  this  year  doubled  that  amount,  or  added  to  it  100  per 
cent,  and  on  this  doubled  amount  of  the  assessment  of  1835, 
the  Board  of  Assessors  have  thought  fit  to  add  140  per  cent, 
thus  making  an  addition  of  400  per  cent,  to  the  tax  of  last 
year. 

Even  if  there  was  no  objection  to  the  legality  of  the  pro¬ 
ceedings  of  the  Board  of  Assessors,  it  appears  to  your  Com¬ 
mittee  that  this  statement  would  be  sufficient  to  satisfy  this 
Board  that  the  proposed  increase  by  the  Board  of  Assessors 
was  far  too  great,  and  that  such  an  assessment  would  be 
oppressive  and  unjust. 

There  is  another  reason  which  has  in  some  measure  in¬ 
fluenced  your  Committee  in  forming  their  decision  on  this 
question,  and  it  is  that  in  their  opinion  the  great  and  unwar¬ 
ranted  increase  of  the  valuation  of  the  real  estate  of  this 
city  would  expose  the  city  to  the  payment  of  a  very  large 
proportion  of  a  state  tax  if  one  should  be  laid  by  the  Legis¬ 
lature  ;  and  this  excessive  and  extravagant  valuation  will 
have  a  direct  tendency  to  invite  such  a  tax  when  it  would 
appear  that  more  than  one  half  of  such  tax  would  fall  on 
the  city.  By  referring  to  William’s  Annual  Register  for  this 
year,  it  will  be  found  that  the  proposed  assessment  of  the 
Board  of  Assessors  for  this  city  this  year  nearly  equals  the 
whole  valuation  of  all  the  rest  of  the  state ;  the  city  beino- 
valued  at  254  millions  and  the  rest  of  the  state  at  258  millions. 

From  these  considerations  your  Committee  are  of  opinion 
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that  the  assessments  as  Submitted  by  the  Board  of  Assessors 
as  well  from  the  illegality  as  from  the  inequality  of  the  as¬ 
sessment  ought  not  to  be  confirmed. 

The  next  question  is  what  authority  have  the  Supervisors 
in  this  matter  and  to  what  extent  can  fhey  correct  the 
assessment  rolls. 

The  Statute  regulating  the  assessment  in  this  city  gives  to 
the  Supervisors  thesame  power  over  the  aggregate  assessment 
the  wards  as  is  given  to  the  Board  of  Assessors,  the  same 
limit  is  also  annexed  to  the  powers  granted,  viz  :  that  they 
shall  not  reduce  the  aggregate  valuation  of  the  Wards  below 
what  the  aggregate  valuation  was  when  returned  by  the 
Assessors.  Your  Committee  think  that  the  Board  of  Super¬ 
visors  possess  full  power  to  review  all  the  acts  of  the  Board 
of  Assessors  relative  to  equalizing  the  valuation  of  the 
wards,  and  to  alter  or  reject  the  same  in  whole  or  in  part, 
and  they  refer  to  the  opinion  of  the  Counsel  on  this  question 
hereto  annexed,  in  which  he  says,  “  I  am  of  opinion  that 
the  Board  of  Supervisors  have  power  to  alter,  reduce,  or 
entirely  reject  the  amount  added  by  the  Board  of  Assessors 
to  the  valuations  made  by  the  Assessors  of  the  several 
wards.”  The  Committee  therefore  recommend  that  all  the 
additions  made  by  the  Board  of  Assessors  as  a  percentage 
upon  the  several  wards  after  the  books  were  finally  returned 
by  the  Assessors  to  the  Board,  be  rejected  as  well  on  ac¬ 
count  of  their  illegality  as  their  inequality. 

Your  Committee  believe  this  course  absolutely  necessary 
to  make  the  tax  legal.  The  books  have  been  exhibited  in 
all  the  wards  as  made  out  by  the  Assessors  and  not  with  the 
additions  made  by  the  Board  of  Assessors.  And  if  this  ad¬ 
dition  has  never  been  submitted  to  the  inhabitants,  the  tax 
cannot  be  levied  and  collected  for  any  larger  amount  than  is 
contained  in  the  Assessors  books. 

If  the  Board  should  adopt  this  course,  it  will  then  be  their 
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duty  to  equalize  as  far  as  they  can  the  valuations  of  the  dif¬ 
ferent  wards. 

Your  Committee  have  very  thoroughly  examined  the  dif¬ 
ferent  books,  and  are  of  opinion  that  deductions  should  be 
made  from  those  wards,  to  which  the  Board  of  Assessors  did 
not  make  any  additions  by  way  of  percentage.  These  wards 
are  the  1st,  2d,  3d,  5th,  7th,  10th,  11th,  and  16th.  The  first 
ward  has  been  increased  over  the  assessment  of  last  year  a 
very  considerable  amount ;  and  when  in  addition  to  such 
increase,  it  is  remembered  that  by  the  fire  of  16th  December 
last  upwards  of  six  millions  in  buildings  on  the  real  estate 
of  that  ward  was  destroyed,  your  Committee  think  a  greater 
deduction  should  be  made  from  this  ward  than  the  others. 
On  comparing  the  books  of  this  ward  with  those  of  the  other 
wards  they  are  fully  satisfied  that  the  valuations  of  this 
ward  are  higher  than  those  of  the  other  wards  in  proportion 
to  their  relative  value. 

They  have  agreed  on  the  following  amount  of  deductions 
from  these  wards,  which  they  believe  will  produce  more 
equality  among  all  the  wards,  and  they  recommend  such 
deductions  shall  be  made  as  follows,  viz : 

From  the  1st  ward,  six  6  per  cent,  on  the  valuation  of  the 
ward, 

From  the  2d  ward,  three  3  per  cent.  do. 

From  the  3d  ward  3  per  cent.  do. 

From  the  5th  ward  three,  3  per  cent.  do. 

From  the  10th  ward  four,  4  per  cent.  do. 

From  the  11th  ward  three,  3  per  cent.  do. 

From  the  16th  ward  two,  2  per  cent.  do. 

These  deductions  will  amount  to  the  sum  of  f 5,146  781 
and  are  so  much  taken  off  from  the  aggregate  valuations  as' 
made  by  the  Assessors.  This  amount  must  thereforebe  add¬ 
ed  to  such  of  the  other  wards  as  will  allow  it,  so  as  to  bring 
them  to  an  equality.  The  only  wards,  which  in  the  opin¬ 
ion  of  the  Committee  will  admit  of  any  increase  are  the  9th 
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and  12th  wards.  The  assesment  of  the  9th  ward  when 
compared  with  the  other  wards  appears  to  be  comparatively 
low,  and  your  Committee  recommend  that  five  per  cent,  be 
added  thereto  on  the  valuation  of  the  ward,  and  that  the 
residue  of  the  deductions  from  the  other  wards  be  added  to 
the  valuations  of  the  12th  ward.  They  have  prepared  a  ta¬ 
ble  showing  the  amounts  deducted  from  each  of  the  wards 
and  the  amounts  added  to  the  9th  and  12th  wards. 

Your  Committee  have  thus  performed  the  duties  assigned 
them,  with  the  endeavor  to  arrive  at  a  just  and  correct  ad¬ 
justment  of  this  matter.  The  duty  has  been  an  arduous  and 
difficult  one ;  but  if  the  true  rule  is  kept  in  view,  that  of  act¬ 
ing  with  honesty  towards  the  several  wards  in  the  same  way 
as  we  would  act  towards  individuals,  your  Committee  think 
that  similar  results  will  be  obtained.  They  believe  that  the 
valuations  at  which  the  different  wards  will  remain  when 
the  proposed  alterations  are  made,  will  be  far  more  correct 
in  regard  to  their  relative  value  than  they  were  before)  and 
that  the  tax  will  be  more  equal. 

In  closing  their  report,  the  Committee  beg  leave  to  express 
their  opinion,  that  though  the  Board  of  Assessors  have 
greatly  erred,  yet  that  such  errors  have  arisen  from  miscon¬ 
struction  of  the  law,  and  mistakes  of  judgment  and  not  of 
intention. 

The  Committee  recommend  to  the  Board  of  Supervisors 
the  adoption  of  the  following  resolutions. 

1st.  Resolved ,  That  the  additions  of  a  percentage  to  the 
valuations  of  the  4th,  5th,  6th,  8th,  9th,  12th,  13th,  14th 
and  15th  wards,  as  contained  in  the  statement  submitted  by 
the  Board  of  Assessors  and  as  made  by  that  Board,  to  the 
valuations  of  the  said  wards  by  the  Assessors,  ought  not  to 
be  confirmed,  and  are  hereby  rejected. 

Resolved ,  That  for  the  purpose  of  producing  a  just  rela¬ 
tion  between  all  the  valuations  in  the  city  of  New- York  as 
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made  by  the  Assessors  of  the  respective  wards  therein,  the 
following  deductions  shall  be  made,  viz : 

From  the  valuation  of  the  real  estate  as  assessed  in  the 
book  returned  by  the  Assessors  of  the  first  ward,  a  deduction 
of  six  per  cent,  on  such  valuation. 

From  that  of  the  2d  ward,  a  deduction  of  three  per  cent. 

From  that  of  the  3d  ward,  a  deduction  of  three  per  cent. 

From  that  of  the  5th  ward,  a  deduction  of  three  per  cent. 

From  that  of  the  10th  ward,  a  deduction  of  four  per  cent. 

From  that  of  the  11th  ward,  a  deduction  of  three  per  cent. 

From  that  of  the  16th  ward,  a  deduction  of  two  per  cent. 

Such  deductions  to  be  made  rateably  on  all  the  valuations 
of  the  real  estate  of  the  respective  wards. 

Resolved ,  That  the  sums  so  deducted  from  the  said 
wards  be  placed  on  the  9th  and  12th  wards  by  adding  the 
same  to  the  valuations  of  the  said  wards  as  follows,  viz : 

By  adding  to  the  valuation  of  the  real  estate  in  the  Ninth 
Ward  as  assessed  in  the  book  returned  by  the  Assessors  of 
that  ward,  five  per  cent,  on  such  valuation,  and 

By  adding  the  residue  of  the  sums  so  deducted  to  the 
valuations  of  the  real  estate  in  the  twelfth  ward  as  assessed 
in  the  book  returned  by  the  Assessors  of  that  ward  ;  such 
additions  to  be  made  rateably  on  the  property  assessed  in 
the  said  wards,  excepting  those  cases  where  the  value  of 
the  real  estate  has  been  sworn  to  in  the  mode  prescribed  by 
law,  and  that  with  such  alterations  the  books  be  confirmed. 


D.  P.  INGRAHAM, 

J.  P.  WHITEHEAD, 
SAMUEL  PURDY, 
ISAAC  L.  YARIAN, 
AARON  CLARK, 


1  Committee  of  the 
Board  of 
Supervisors. 
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Statement  showing  the  proposed  deductions  to  be  made 
from  some  of  the  wards  to  be  added  to  the  others  for  the  pur¬ 
pose  of  equalizing  the  same. 

DEDUCTIONS 


From  the  1st  ward  6  per  ct.  on  37,523,900 
From  the  2d  ward  3  per  ct.  on  19,732,350 
From  the  3d  ward  3  per  ct.  on  15,832,450 
From  the  5th  ward  3  per  ct.  on  13,623,300 
From  the  10th  ward  4  per  ct.  on  7,848,300 
From  the  11th  ward  3  per  ct.  on  19,395,450 
From  the  16th  ward  2  per  ct.  on  24,695,504 


2,251,434 
591,970  50 
474,973  50 
408,699 
313,932 
581,863  50 
493,910  08 


5,146,781  58 


ADDITIONS 

To  be  added  to  the  9th  ward  5  per  ct.  on  10,315,100: 

510,755. 

To  be  adaed  to  the  12th  ward  all  the  residue  4,636,026  58  f 5, 146,781  58 


R.  Emmet,  Esa. 

Sir,— I  am  instructed  by  the  Select  Committee  of  the 
Supervisors,  to  ask  your  written  opinion  on  the  following 
questions,  viz. : 

1.  Whether  the  Board  of  Supervisors  have  power  to 
alter,  reduce,  or  entirely  reject  the  amount  added  by  the 
Board  of  Assessors  to  the  valuations  made  by  the  Assessors 
of  the  several  wards  1 

2.  Whether  the  Board  of  Supervisors  have  power  to  take 
from  one  ward,  and  add  the  same  amount  to  another  ward  ? 
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3.  Whether  a  tax  is  legally  laid,  if  the  amount  added 
by  the  Board  of  Assessors  has  not  been  shown  to  the 
owners  of  real  estate  on  the  books,  when  advertised  by  the 
assessors  ? 

4.  Whether  any  addition  can  be  made  to  the  valuation 
of  any  piece  of  property,  which  has  been  sworn  to  by  the 
owner,  before  the  Assessors  of  the  ward,  either  by  order  of 
the  Board  of  Assessors,  or  of  the  Board  of  Supervisors  ? 

We  wish  an  answer  on  Saturday,  before  twelve  o’clock. 

October  26,  1836. 

Yours  respectfully, 

D.  P.  INGRAHAM,  Chairman  of 

Committee  of  Board  of  Supervisors. 


As  a  preliminary  to  the  answers  which  I  shall  give  to  the 
annexed  questions,  it  may  be  proper  to  take  a  brief  review 
of  the  course  of  legislation  relative  to  the  assessment  of  taxes 
in  this  city,  so  far  as  it  applies  to  the  powers  and  duties  of 
the  Supervisors. 

On  the  6th  of  April,  1825,  an  Act  was  passed,  entitled, 
“  An  Act  respecting  the  collection  of  taxes  in  the  city  of 
New  York,”  by  the  second  section  of  which  it  was  made  the 
duty  of  the  supervisors  of  said  city,  to  meet  annually  and 
examine  the  several  assessment  rolls,  and  equalize  and 
correct  the  valuations  as  made  by  the  assessors  of  the 
several  wards. 

In  January,  1828,  the  thirteenth  chapter  of  the  first  part 
of  the  revised  statutes,  went  into  effect.  The  31  Sec.,  Art. 
3,  Tit.  2,  of  this  chapter,  defines  the  duties  of  the  Board  of 
Supervisors  of  each  county  in  this  State,  as  follows  :  «  The 
Board  of  Supervisors  of  each  county  in  this  State,  at  their 
annual  meeting,  shall  examine  the  assessment  rolls  of  the 
several  towns  in  their  county,  for  the  purpose  of  ascertain- 
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ing  whether  the  valuations  in  one  town  or  ward,  bear  a  just 
relation  to  the  valuations  in  all  the  towns  and  wards  in  the 
county,  and  they  may  increase  or  diminish  the  aggregate 
valuations  of  real  estates,  in  any  town  or  ward,  by  adding 
or  deducting  such  sum  upon  the  hundred,  as  may  in  their 
opinion  be  necessary  to  produce  a  just  relation  between  all 
the  valuations  of  real  estates  in  the  county  ;  but  they  shall 
in  no  instance  reduce  the  aggregate  valuations  of  all  the 
towns  and  wards,  below  the  aggregate  valuation  thereof 
as  made  by  the  Assessors 

The  provisions  of  this  section,  applied  to  the  city  of  New 
York  equally  with  other  parts  of  the  State ;  and  when  they 
went  into  operation,  there  was  no  Board  of  Assessors 
created  by  law  for  the  city  of  New  York. 

The  Corporation  of  the  city  of  New  York,  were  probably 
reluctant  to  adopt  such  alterations  as  it  was  supposed  were 
made  in  the  mode  of  assessing  and  collecting  taxes,  by  the 
revised  statutes.  They,  therefore,  in  their  annual  tax  laws 
for  the  years  1828,  1829,  and  1830,  procured  the  passage  of 
a  section,  providing  that  the  tax  should  be  assessed  and 
collected  in  the  manner  directed  in  the  thirteenth  chapter  of 
the  first  part  of  the  revised  statutes,  except  so  far  as  the 
said  chapter  might  be  contrary  to  the  provisions  contained 
and  referred  to  in  the  act  entitled,  “  An  Act  respecting  the 
collection  of  taxes  in  the  city  of  New  York,”  passed  April  6, 
1825. 

In  the  latter  part  of  the  year  1829,  the  proposition  to  form 
a  Board  of  Assessors  was  brought  forward  in  the  Common 
Council,  and  the  subject  having  been  referred  to  the  Com¬ 
mittee  on  Laws,  &c.,  that  Commitee  reported  in  favor  of 
applying  to  the  Legislature  for  an  Act  to  provide  for  the 
organization  of  such  a  board.  The  Committee  in  their 
report,  also  adverted  to  Act  of  6th  April,  1825,  as  making  it 
the  duty  of  the  Board  of  Supervisors,  merely  to  equalize  and 
correct  the  valuations  made  by  the  Assessors ;  and  referring 
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to  the  provisions  of  the  thirty-first  section  of  Tit.  2,  chap. 
13,  of  the  Revised  Statutes,  (which  they  supposed  were  not 
in  force  as  respected  the  city  of  New  York),  as  being  more 
definite  and  explicit.  They  recommended  that  by  the  Act 
to  be  applied  for,  the  above-mentioned  section  of  the  Re¬ 
vised  Statutes  should  be  made  applicable  to  the  city  of  New 
York.  This  Report  having  been  adopted,  application  was 
made  to  the  Legislature  at  the  ensuing  session,  and  the  Act 
of  April  20,1830,  entitled,  “  An  Act  to  amend  the  Act  pass¬ 
ed  April  6,  1825,  entitled  “  An  Act  respecting  the  collection 
of  Taxes  in  the  city  of  New  York,”  was  obtained.  The 
language  of  the  eighth  section  of  this  Act,  is  precisely 
similar  to  that  of  the  above  recited  section  of  the  Revised 
Statutes.  By  it,  the  Supervisors  of  this  city  are  empowered 
to  increase  or  diminish  the  aggregate  valuations  of  real 
estates  in  any  ward,  by  adding  or  deducting  such  sum  upon 
the  hundred,  as  may  in  their  opinion  be  necessary  to  pro¬ 
duce  a  just  relation  between  all  the  valuations  of  real  estates 
in  the  city ;  but  they  are  prohibited  from  reducing,  in  any 
instance,  the  aggregate  valuations  of  all  the  wards  below  the 
aggregate  valuation  thereof,  as  made  by  the  Assessors. 

The  answer  to  the  first  question  depends  upon  the  con¬ 
struction  of  this  'section.  If  the  word  Assessors  in  it,  means 
the  Board  of  Assessors,  the  Board  of  Supervisors  have  not 
the  power  to  make  any  alteration,  the  effect  of  which 
may  be  to  reduce  the  aggregate  valuations  of  all  the 
wards,  below  the  aggregate  valuations  thereof,  as  fixed  by 
the  Board  of  Assessors.  If,  on  the  contrary,  the  Assessors 
of  the  wards,  as  such  merely,  and  not  as  the  Board  of  As¬ 
sessors  are  referred  to,  the  Board  of  Supervisors  have,  in 
my  opinion,  all  the  power  enquired  about  in  the  question. 

That  the  latter  is  the  sound  construction  appears  to  me 
clear  for  the  following  reasons. 

1st.  The  language  of  the  section  is  identically  the  same 
with  that  of  the  Revised  Statutes,  and  must  therefore  bear 
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the  same  meaning/  When  the  Revised  Statutes  were  passed 
there  was  no  such  thing  as  a  Board  of  Assessors  known  to 
the  law.  The  Revised  Statutes  could  therefore  only  have 
referred  to  the  valuations  as  made  by  the  Assessors  for  their 
respective  wards  or:  towns.  They  could  not  possibly  be 
taken  in  any  other  sense.  The  intention  of  that  section 
was  not  to  make  new  law  for  the  city  of  New- York,  but  to 
make  the  law  as  it  already  existed  and  was  understood  for 
other  parts  of  the  state,  apply  to  the  city  of  New-York. 

2dly.  In  every  other  part  of  the  act  of  April  20,  1830, 
where  the  powers,  duties,  or  acts  of  the  Board  of  Assessors 
are  mentioned  or  referred  to,  that  Board  is  named  in  terms 
so<  explicit  as  to  warrant  the  conclusion  that  the  mere  word 
“Assessors”  could  not  have  been  intended  to  mean  the 
Board  of  Assessors. 

3dly.  The  aggregate  valuation  as  made  by  the  As¬ 
sessors]  refers  strictly  to  the  duty  of  the  Assessors  not 
organized  as  a  Board.  It  is  the  Assessors  who  make  the 
valuations.  The  duty  of  the  Board  of  Assessors  as  declared 
by  the  fourth  and  fifth  sections  of  the  act  is  to  alter  or 
correct'  them: 

I  am '  of  opinion 'therefore,  that  the  Board  of  Supervisors 
have  power  to  alter,  reduce  or  entirely  reject  the  amount 
added  by  the  Board  of  Assessors  to  the  valuations  made  by 
the  Assessors  of  the  several  wards. 

In  answer  to  the  second  question,  I  am  of  opinion  that 
the  power  to  take  from  one  ward  and  add  the  same  amount 
to  another  is  within  the  authority  given  to  the  Board  of 
Supervisors  by  the  eighth  section  of  the  act  of  April  20, 
1830,  if  they  should  deem  such  alteration  necessary  to  pro¬ 
duce  a  just  relation  between  all  the  valuations  of  real  estate 
in  the  city: 

In  answer  to  the  third  question,  I  am  of  opinion  that  if 
the  Board  of  Assessors  make  any  addition  to  the  valuations 
as  made  by  the  Assessors  of  award,  and  if  such  addition  be 
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not  exhibited  on  the  copy  of  the  assessment  roll  which  the 
law  requires  to  be  made  for  the  inspection  and  examination 
of  the  inhabitants,  the  tax  is  not  legally  laid  so  far  as  it  relates 
to  such  addition.  The  owners  of  property  are  bound  to 
pay  such  tax  only  as  they  may  have  had  legal  notice  of  and 
if  the  Board  of  Assessors  should  after  the  expiration  of  the 
time  allowed  by  law  for  giving  such  notice,  make  any  addi¬ 
tion  to  such  tax,  such  addition  would  be  void. 

In  answer  to  the  fourth  question,  I  am  of  opinion  that  no 
addition  can  be  made  to  the  valuation  of  any  piece  of  pro¬ 
perty  which  has  been  sworn  to  by  the  owner  before  the 
Assessors  of  the  ward,  either  by  order  of  the  Board  of  As¬ 
sessors  or  of  the  Board  of  Supervisors.  The  Board  of 
Supervisors  have  no  power  to  alter  the  valuation  of  any  par¬ 
ticular  piece  of  property  in  an  assessmenc  roll  under  any  cir¬ 
cumstances.  The  Board  of  Assessors  have  this  power  by 
the  fifth  section  of  the  act  of  April  20,  1830,  to  be  exercised 
by  a  vote  of  the  majority  of  all  its  members  ;  but  this  in  my 
opinion,  can  apply  only  to  cases  where  the  valuation  has 
been  made  by  the  Assessors  of  the  ward,  and  not  where  the 
value  has  been  sworn  to  by  the  owner.  In  this  respect,  I 
think,  the  fifth  section  of  the  act  of  April  20, 1830,  must  be 
construed  in  subjection  to  the  provisions  of  the  second  article 
of  the  second  title  of  the  thirteenth  chapter  of  the  first  part 
of  the  Revised  Statutes. 

R.  EMMET. 

October  29th,  1836. 
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BOARD  OF  ALDERMEN, 

OCTOBER  31,  1836. 


Report  of  the  Law  Committee ,  on  the  subject  of  compensa¬ 
tion  to  Dock  Masters,  which  was  read,  laid  on  the  table, 
directed  to  be  printed  and  made  the  special  order  of  the 
day  at  the  next  meeting. 

J.  MORTON,  Clerk. 


The  Committee  on  Laws  to  whom  was  referred  the  follow¬ 
ing  resolution,  offered  by  the  Alderman  of  the  4th  ward. 

Resolved,  That  the  Alderman  and  Assistant  Alderman  of 
each  ward  respectively  in  this  city,  where  it  shall  be  neces¬ 
sary,  by  writing  under  their  signature,  may  appoint  a  dis¬ 
creet  and  proper  person,  whose  duty  it  shall  be  to  keep  the 
wharves,  docks,  piers  and  slips,  clear  of  all  incumbrances  or 
nuisances  ;  and  from  time  to  time  to  order  the  removal  of 
all  goods,  wares  or  merchandize,  lumber,  casks,  stone  or 
any  other  thing  encumbering  the  same,  and  that  such  per¬ 
son  when  so  appointed  shall  be  under  the  control  of  the  Al- 
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derman  and  Assistant  Alderman  of  the  ward :  that  the  said 
person  so  to  be  appointed,  shall  also  have  the  direction  of 
the  removal  and  disposition  of  all  vessels  coming  into  or 
lying  at  or  within  any  of  the  docks  or  piers  belonging  to  the 
said  Corporation,  in  each  of  their  respective  wards,  agreea¬ 
bly  to  the  provisions  and  ordinances  of  the  Corporation,  and 
that  the  persons  to  be  appointed  shall  receive  for  their 
services  from  the  City  Treasury,  at  and  after  the  rate  of  five 
hundred  dollars  a  year,  to  be  paid  in  four  equal  quarterly 
payments, 

RFPORT, 

That  the  appointment  of  such  officer  as  is  contemplated 
by  the  resolution  is  provided  for  by  section  2d  of  title  2d  of 
the  Law  entitled  “  A  Law  to  regulate  the  lying  of  vessels 
at  the  public  wharves  and  in  the  slips,  and  to  establish  the 
rates  of  wharfage.” 

The  duties  of  the  Dock  Master  in  several  of  the  lower 
wards  are  laborious  and  require  his  constant  attention,  at  all 
times  when  the  navigation  of  the  Hudson  River  is  usually 
unobstructed  by  ice.  But  inasmuch  as  the  Law  makes  no 
provision  for  the  payment  of  such  officer,  the  Committee 
deem  it  expedient  to  supply  the  omission,  and  therefore  re¬ 
commend  the  adoption  of  the  following  ordinance. 

A  Law  to  amend  a  Law,  entitled  a  Law  to  regulate  the 
lying  of  vessels  at  the  public  wharves  and  in  the  slips,  and 
to  establish  the  rates  of  wharfage. 

§  1.  The  compensation  of  the  person  to  be  appointed  by 
Article  2d  of  Title  2d  of  the  Law  hereby  amended,  shall  be 
dollars  per  day  for  each  day  he  shall  be  actually  en¬ 
gaged. 


R.  R.  WARD, 

D.  P.  INGRAHAM, 

F.  A.  TALLMADGE. 


Committee  on 
Laws ,  Sj'c. 


DOCUMENT  NO-  56- 


BO  AMD  OF  ALDERMEN, 

OCTOBER  31, 1836. 


Report  of  the  Finance  Committee  on  the  Report  from  the 
Counsel  relative  to  the  claims  of  certain  persons  for  mo¬ 
nies  awarded  to  unknown  owners  on  widening  Chapel 
street,  Spc.,  which  was  read  and  adopted i 

J.  MORTON,  Clerk. 


The  Finance  Committee  to  whom  was  referred  the  re¬ 
port  of  the  Counsel  on  the  petitions  of  M.  A.  Y.  Paulet, 
William  Williams,  Pierre  Hall,  and  J.  B  Loring,  Ex.  &c.  for 
payment  of  sums  awarded  to  unknown  owners  fur  the 
widening  of  Chapel  street ;  also  the  petition  of  Thomas 
Gardner  for  money  similarly  awarded  for  the  widening  of 
Fulton  street. 

RESPECTFULLY  REPORT : 

That  they  have  carefully  examined  the  opinion  of  the 
Counsel  on  this  subject,  and  they  fully  concur  with  him, 
that  in  all  such  cases,  where  monies  have  been  awarded  to 
unknown  owners,  it  is  the  duty  of  the  Common  Counsel  by 
law  to  cause  such  monies  to  be  paid  into  the  Supreme  Court 
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as  has  heretofore  been  done,  and  that  by  pursuing'  any  other 
course  the  Corporation  would  be  exposed  to  liabilities,  against 
which  it  would  be  impossible ’to  guard. 

The  grounds  upon  which  this  opinion  has  been  placed'by 
the  Counsel  being  contained  at  length  in  his  annexed  report, 
the  Committee  do  not  deem  it  necessary  to  recapitulate  them, 
but  being  satisfied  with  their  sufficiency,  they  offer  the 
following  resolution. 

Resolved ,  That  it  is  inexpedient  to  grant  the  prayer  of 
any  of  the  said  petitions,  and  that  the  amounts  referred  to 
therein  be  paid  without  delay  into  Court  according  to  law. 

D.  P.  INGRAHAM,  \  Committee  on 
EDWARD  TAYLOR.  \  Finance. 


OPINION  OF  COUNSEL. 


The  subscriber  to  whom  the  petitions  of  J.  B.  Loring, 
William  Williams,  M.  A.  V.  Paulet  and  Pierre  Hall,  were 
referred,  with  directions  to  examine  the  matters  therein  stat¬ 
ed,  and  to  report  to  the  Board  of  Aldermen  whether  the 
petitioners  are  entitled  to  the  moneys  awarded  for  the  open¬ 
ing  of  Chapel  street  as  therein  stated,  and  whether  the  Com¬ 
mon  Council  can  with  safety  pay  the  said  amounts  to  the 
petitioners. 

BEGS  LEAYE  TO  REPORT, 

That  in  all  the  cases  to  which  the  said  petitions  refer, 
the  monies  were  awarded  by  the  Commissioners  to  unknown 
owners,  and  the  object  of  the  petitioners  is  to  have  their 
fights  examined  by ’the  Corporation,  and  if  found  sufficient, 
to  have  such  monies  paid  to  them  directly,  instead  of  being 
paid  into  the  Supreme  Cotirt,  according  to  the  provisions  Of 
the  act  of  the  Legislature,  and  the  practice  which  has  here¬ 
tofore  been  pursued  in  such  cases. 
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The  subscriber  has  examined  into  the  titles  of  the  peti¬ 
tioners  respectively,  as  far  as  he  has  the  means  and  oppor¬ 
tunity.  In  the  case  of  Marie  Antoinette  Veuve  Paulet,  claim¬ 
ing  an  award  of  $ 2,300  for  injury  to  her  leasehold  interest 
in  certain  premises,  part  of  which  was  taken  for  the  widen¬ 
ing  of  Chapel  street ;  the  subscriber  is  satisfied  from  the 
documents  exhibited  that  she  is  the  party  rightfully  entitled 
to  the  award,  and  that  S.  V.  Bouland  who  has  presented  the 
petition  on  her  behalf  is  her  lawful  attorney  in  fact,  and  au¬ 
thorised  to  act  and  receive  the  money  for  her. 

In  the  case  of  William  Williams,  claiming  an  award  of 
$  for  part  of  the  premises  known  as  No.  72  Chapel 

street  required  for  the  said  improvement,  the  subscriber  is 
also  satisfied  that  the  money  rightfully  belongs  to  the  ap¬ 
plicant. 

In  the  case  of  Pierre  Hall,  claiming  an  award  of  $6,813 
1 5  for  part  of  a  lot  at  the  comer  of  Chapel  and  Duane  streets, 
also  taken  for  the  said  improvement,  the  subscriber  has  not 
been  able  to  make  as  thorough  an  examination  of  the  title  as 
he  would  desire.  He  fully  believes  however,  that  Mr.  Hall 
was  the  legal  owner  of  the  premises  when  the  report  of  the 
Commissioners  was  made,  subject  however  to  a  mortgage 
for  $2,800,  which  is  entitled  to  a  preference.  He  has  also 
ascertained  that  Mr.  Hall  did  actually  exhibit  his  title  deeds 
to  the  Commissioners,  and  that  but  for  an  unintentional  er¬ 
ror  on  their  part,  the  money  would  have  been  awarded  to 
him  and  to  the  owner  of  the  said  Mortgage  in  the  usual 
way. 

Jn  respect  to  Mr.  Hall’s  claim  however,  the  subscriber 
deems  any  further  investigation  unnecessary,  as  an  injunc¬ 
tion  has  been  obtained  from  the  Court  of  Chancery  restrain¬ 
ing  him  from  receiving  any  part  of  the  money  which  lie  has 
applied  for.  The  annexed  notice  and  copy  of  the  said  in¬ 
junction  has  been  served  upon  the  subscriber  since  the  ref¬ 
erence  of  this  subject  to  him,  and  he  has  been  informed  that 
the  same  has  been  obtained  in  behalf  of  a  judgment  creditor 
Of  Mr.  Hall. 
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In  the  case  of  J.  B.  Loring,  who  claims  an  award  of 
$30&2  for  property  at  the  south  end  corner  of  Chapel  and 
Duane  street,  also  taken  for  the  improvement,  the  subscriber 
is  satisfied  that  the  premises  so  taken  were  part  of  the  real 
estate  of  John  Johnson, as  executor  of  whose  will  Mr.  Loring 
makes  his  application.  The  subscriber  has  not  learned  to 
whom  it  would  legally  belong  as  heir  or  devisee,  but  unless 
some  special  provision  is  contained  in  Mr.  Johnson’s  will 
which  would  authorise  Mr.  Loring  to  receive  it  as  executor? 
it  wo^Jd  be  clearly  wrong  to  pay  the  money  to  him. 

In  respect  to  the  inquiry  whether  the  Common  Council 
can  with  safety  pay  the  said  amounts  to  applicants  or  to  any 
persons  who  may  be  really  entitled  thereto,  the  subscriber 
deems  it  his  duty  to  apprise  them  of  their  legal  powers  and 
duties  in  case*  of  this  nature. 

The  Commissioners  by  whom  the  estimates  and  assess¬ 
ments  for  opening  and  improving  streets,  &c.  are  made  are 
appointed  by  the  Supreme  Court  in  each  particular  case, 
under  a  law  of  this  State.  They  are  in  no  respect  officers 
or  agents  of  the  Corporation  of  this  city,  nor  is  that  body  in 
any  degree  responsible  for  any  errors  which  they  commit  as 
to  the  persons  really  entitled  to  receive  sums  awarded  for 
property  taken.  Errors  occur  occasionally,  and  are  una¬ 
voidable,  because  no  set  of  Commissioners  can  in  making 
their  estimate  and  assessment  for  an  extensive  improvement 
like  that  of  Chapel  street,  examine  the  title  to  each  separate 
lot  or  piece  of  property,  with  the  attention  and  accuracy  of 
a  lawyer  employed  for  such  purpose.  It  is  the  business  of 
the  owners  to  see  to  this  and  to  furnish  the  Commissioners 
with  such  evidence  of  their  respective  titles  as  may  be  satis¬ 
factory  ;  and  even  after  having  done  so,  it  is  incumbent  on 
them  to  examine  the  report  of  the  Commissioners  previous 
to  its  presentment  for  confirmation,  to  see  whether  the  per- 
-  sons  entitled  to  receive  the  sums  awarded  are  accurately  de¬ 
signated.  The  Commissioners,  for  the  want  of  sufficient 
information  are  frequently  obliged  to  make  awards  in  favor 
of  *  unknown  owners and  in  cases  where  the  ownership 
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of  property  is  in  dispute  or  attended  with  the  least  doubt,  it 
is  proper  that  they  should  pursue  such  course.  In  order 
that  all  persons  interested  may  have  an  opportunity  of  get¬ 
ting  the  Commissioners  to  correct  any  errors  made  by  them, 
the  law  requires  that  previous  to  the  presentment  of  the  re¬ 
port  to  the  Supreme  Court  for  confirmation,  it  shall  be  de¬ 
posited  for  ten  days  in  the  office  of  the  Clerk  of  this  city  and 
county  for  inspection,  and  that  notice  of  its  being  so  deposit¬ 
ed  shall  be  published  in  at  least  two  public  newspapers  print¬ 
ed  in  this  city.  At  the  expiration  of  those  ten  dajs  it  is 
made  the  duty  of  the  Commissioners  to  reconsider  their  es¬ 
timate  and  assessment,  and  to  correct  it  in  any  way  that 
they  may  deem  proper. 

After  the  confirmation  of  the  report  by  the  Supreme  Court 
the  functions  of  the  Commissioners  are  entirely  ended,  and 
those  of  the  Common  Council  may  be  said  to  begin.  By  the 
183d  section  of  the  act  “  to  reduce  several  laws  relating  par¬ 
ticularly  to  to  the  city  of  New-York  into  one  act,”  passed  April 
9th,  1813,  (vol.  2d,  p.  408)  it  is  declared,  “That  said  Mayor, 
Aldermen  and  Commonalty  shall  within  four  calender 
months  after  the  confirmation  of  the  report  of  the  Commis¬ 
sioners  in  the  premises  by  the  Court,  pay  to  the  respective 
persons  and  bodies  politic  and  corporate  mentioned  or  re¬ 
ferred  to  in  the  said  report,  in  whose  favor  any  sum  or 
sums  of  money  shall  be  estimated  and  reported  by  the  said 
Commissioners,  the  respective  sum  or  sums  so  estimated 
and  reported  in  their  favor  respectively.  “  The  same  sec¬ 
tion  authorises  the  persons  or  parties  in  whose  favor  awards 
may  have  been  made  to  sue  for  and  recover  the  same  from 
the  Corporation  in  case  of  nonpayment. 

The  184th  section  declares  that  whenever  the  owners  or 
parties  interested  in  any  premises  to  be  taken  for  the  improve¬ 
ment,  in  whose  favor  any  sums  shall  be  reported  shall  be 
under  the  age  of  21  years,  non  compos  mentis ,  feme  co¬ 
vert,  or  absent  from  the  city  of  New-  York  ;  and  also  in 
cases  where  the  names  of  such  owners  Spc.  shall  not  be  set 
forth  or  mentioned  in  thejsaid  report ,  or  where  the  sai^ 
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owners,  &c.  being  named  therein ,  cannot  upon  diligent 
inquiry  be  found,  it  shall  be  lawful  for  the  said  Mayor,  Al¬ 
dermen  and  Commonalty  to  pay  the  sum  or  sums  mentioned 
in  the  said  report,  payable  to  such  owners,  &c.  into  the  Su¬ 
preme  Court  of  Judicature,  to  be  secured,  disposed  of  and 
improved  as  the  said  Court  shall  direct ;  and  such  payment 
shall  be  as  valid  and  effectual  in  all  respects  as  if  made  to 
the  said  owners,  &c. 

Under  this  section,  sums  of  money  to  avery  large  amount 
have  at  various  times  been  paid  into  Court ;  and  in  pursu¬ 
ing  this  course  the  Corporation  have  in  the  opinion  of  the 
subscriber,  not  only  acted  wisely,  but  performed  a  duty  in¬ 
dicated  to  them  by  the  law. 

It  is  the  business  of  the  Corporation  to  collect  the  assess¬ 
ments  as  well  as  to  pay  the  awards  in  these  cases.  They  are 
in  fact,  trustees  for  these  purposes,  and  the  report  of  the 
Commisioners  so  far  as  it  can  be  followed  is  to  be  their  guide. 
If  they  pay  mbney  to  a  wrong  person,  so  long  as  the  pay¬ 
ment  is  in  conformity  with  the  report,  they  do  not  render 
themselves  liable  ;  and  the  law  provides  that  the  right  per¬ 
son  may  recover  the  money  in  such  a  case  from  the  wrong 
person  by  a  suit  at  law. 

In  cases  where  money  is  paid  into  the  Supreme  Court 
under  this  law,  it  can  be  obtained  by  the  rightful  owners  on 
making  a  proper  application  to  the  Court  for  that  purpose- 
The  mode  of  proceeding  in  such  a  case  has  been  prescribed 
by  the  Court  in  the  matter  of  De  Wint  1st  Cowan’s  Sports, 
and  2d  do. ;  and  while  the  money  remains  in  Court,  it  is 
usually  invested  so  as  to  produce  an  interest  for  the  benefit 
of  the  party  entitled  to  il. 

It  should  also  be  stated,  that  a  few  instances  have  occur¬ 
red,  where  the  amount  being  so  small,  that  it  would  have 
been  wholly  absorbed  or  materially  lessened  by  the  expense 
of  getting  it  out  of  Court,  it  has  been  paid  directly  hy  the 
Corporation  to  the  party  appearing  to  be  entitled  to  it,  op  rer 
eeiving  a  sufficient  bond  of  indemnity. 

As  a  general  principle  the  subscriber  does  not  hesitate,  ip 
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say  that  the  Common  Council  ought  to  avoid  assuming  any 
responsibility  in  cases  of  this  kind.  It  was  the  intention  of 
the  law  to  shield  them  from  all  such  responsibility  by  the 
provisions  of  the  above  184th  section.  It  was  not  meant 
that  they  should  in  any  case  be  required  to  exercise  their 
judgment  or  discretion  as  to  the  rights  of  parties  claiming 
sums  thus  awarded.  It  was  supposed  that  such  a  duty  be¬ 
longed  more  properly  to  a  Court  of  Justice.  Even  in  cases 
perfectly  free  from  doubt,  it  is  not  within  the  strict  line  of 
their  duty  to  pay  such  monies  otherwise  than  as  directed  by 
the  report  or  as  provided  for  by  the  above  section  of  the  act, 
and  the  adoption  of  a  contrary  practice  ■would  inevitably 
lead  to  unforeseen  difficulties.  The  mere  fact  that  a  judg¬ 
ment  creditor  might  by  such  a  payment  to  his  debtor,  be 
prevented  from  obtaining  his  legal  rights,  is  of  itself  suffi¬ 
cient  to  indicate  the  impropriety  of  deviating  from  the 
course  prescribed  by  the  act ;  nor  is  it  clear  that  the  Corpo¬ 
ration  would  not  make  themselves  liable  to  such  a  creditor  by 
a  payment  thus  made  in  their  own  wrong,  because  if  the 
money  had  been  paid  into  Court,  the  creditor  would  have 
had  full  notice  of  the  existence  of  such  a  fund  there,  by  the 
advertisement  which  the  applicant  is  required  to  publish, 
and  his  claim  would  have  been  recognised  by  the  Supreme 
Court,  if  a  valid  one. 

On  the  whole,  therefore,  although  such  payments  might 
bo  made  with  safety  in  many  cases,  were  a  strict  search  made 
it. clear  that  no  liens,  claims  or  equities  of  other  parties, 
could  be  thereby  defeated  or  interfered  with,  the  subscriber 
feels  himself  bound  to  say  that  in  his  opinion  it  would  be 
bad  policy  for  the  Common  Council  to  induce  future  appli¬ 
cations  of  this  character,  by  any  act  which  might  be  con¬ 
strued  into  an  assumed  right  to  grant  relief  upon  them. 

R.  EMMET. 

October  24 th,  1836. 

Adopted  by  the  Board  of  Aldermen,  Oct.  31,  1836. 

Adopted  by  the  Board  of  Assistants,  Oct.  31, 1836. 

Approved  by  the  Mayor,  Nov.  2,  1836. 

J.  MORTON,  Clerk. 


DOCUMENT  NO.  57- 


BOARD  OF  ALDERMEN, 

NOVEMBER  7th,  1836. 


Report  of  the  Committee  on  Salaries  on  the  petition  of  the 
Superintendant  of  Salaries  for  ar,  increase  of  compenr 
sation,  which  was  read,  and  laid  on  the  table. 

J.  MORTON,  Clerk. 


The  Committee  on  Salaries  to  whom  was  referred  the 
petition  of  John  McKibbm,  the  Superintendant  of  Pave- 
ments  for  increase  of  salary, 

RESPECTFULLY  REPORT  2 

That  the  office  filled  by  your  petitioner  is  a  new  office, 
having  been  created  in  the  month  of  April  last,  and  that  he 
was  immediately  thereafter  appointed  to  the  office;  the 
salary  being  fixed  by  the  law  creating  the  office  at  one  thou. 
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sand  dollars  per  annum.  Your  Committee  from  the  state¬ 
ments  made  to  them  by  the  petitioner,  believe  that  the  duties 
are  more  arduous  and  laborious  than  they  were  estimated 
when  the  salary  was  fixed,  and  also  that  it  is  impossible  for 
him  to  perform  them,  having  to  visit  various  parts  of  the 
city  in  the  same  day  and  superintend  the  repairing  of  the 
pavements ;  without  the  aid  of  a  horse  and  vehicle,  the 
cost  and  maintainance  of  which  seriously  affects  and  lessens 
the  amount  the  petitioner  will  receive  for  iiis  service.  The 
present  and  late  Street  Commissioner  also  represent  the  office 
as  one  which  requires  a  person  of  great  activity  and  industry, 
and  who  if  he  well  performs  its  duties  is  entitled  to  a  greater 
compensation  than  the  present  incumbent  will  receive. 

Your  Committee  taking  into  consideration  the  circum¬ 
stances  attending  this  officer,  and  although  he  acknowledged 
and  told  the  Committee  that  for  a  part  of  the  time  he  had 
been  in  officej  his  horse,  and  the  one  used  by  him  in  the 
performance  of  his  duties  had  been  kept  and  fed  at  the 
stable  in  the  yard  and  at  the  expense  of  the  Corporation,  but 
for  which  there  is  no  law  to  authorize,  and  which  in  the 
opinion  of  your  Committee  should  not  be  permitted  in  any 
case  without  authority,  have  come  to  the  conclusion  that 
the  salary  should  be  increased  to  fifteen  hundred  dollars,  and 
recommed  the  following  resolution. 

Resolved ,  That  section  seven  of  Title  five,  of  the  Law 
entitled  A  Law  to  amend  a  Law  creating  the  Street  Com¬ 
missioners  Department,  and  prescribing  the  duties  of  the 
officers  thereof,  be  so  amended  as  to  make  the  salary  of  the 
Superintendant  of  Pavements  from -the  passage  of  this  Law 
at  the  rate  of  fifteen  hundred  dollars  per  annum,  without 
the  privilege keeping  a  horse  or  horses  at  the  public  cost 
and  expense. 


EGBERT  BENSON,  )  „ 

D.  BANKS,  (  Committee 

IRA  B.  WHEELER.  (  Varies. 


DOCUMENT  NO.  58. 


BOARD  OF  AEDERME1Y, 


NOVEMBER  7th,  1836. 


Report  of  the  Committee  on  Wharves,  Spc.  on  the  petition 
of  Miller  and  Banker,  for  exclusive  use  of  pier  No.  5 
North  river,  which  was  read  and  adopted. 

J.  MORTON,  Clerk. 


The  Committee  on  Wharves,  &c.  to  whom  was  referred 
the  petition  of  Miller  and  Banker, 

RESPECTFULLY  REPORT: 

That  the  petitioners  set  forth  that  they  are  employed  in 
transportation  business  between  the  cities  of  New- York  and 
Philadelphia,  having  now  twelve  Tow  Barges  in  the  busi¬ 
ness,  and  finding  it  impossible  to  conduct  the  same  without 
the  exclusive  privilege  of  dock  room,  and  they-pray  that  the 
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Corporation  will  grant  to  them  the  exclusive  privilege  of  the 
south  side  of  old  pier  5  North  river  with  L  attached,  the 
slip  being  very  shoal,  and  therefore  not  fit  for  large  vessels, 
and  they  accompany  their  request  with  the  consent  of  the 
owner  of  said  pier  for  the  privilege  desired. 

The  Committee  advertised  for  objections,  none  have  been 
presented — and  it  is  reasonable  to  believe  there  are  none. 
Upon  a  careful  examination,  the  Committee  think  the 
prayer  of  the  petitioners  proper  and  expedient,  and  that  the 
same  should  be  granted.  The  establishment  of  tqw  boats 
and  tow  barges  is  of  great  value  and  importance  to  our  city, 
and  should  be  encouraged  by  all  proper  means.  Therefore 
the  Committee  offer  for  adoption  the  following  resolution. 

Resolved,  That  the  exclusive  use  of  south  side  of  Old 
pier  No.  5,  North  river  be,  and  the  same  is  hereby  granted 
to  Messrs.  Miller  and  Banker,  for  the  use  of  tow  barges 
used  between  New-York  and  Philadelphia,  until  the  first 
day  of  May  next,  upon  their  agreeing  with  the  owners 
thereof  for  such  use. 


AARON  CLARK,  \  Committee  on 
D,  P.  INGRAHAM,  \  Wharves  frc. 


DOCUMENT  NO.  59. 


BOARD  OF  ALDERMEN, 

NOVEMBER  7th,  1836. 


Report  of  the  Committee  on  Wharves,  Spc.on  the  applica¬ 
tion  of  sundry  persons  for  the. exclusive  use  of  the  pier 
foot  of  Battery  Place,  which  was  read  and  adopted. 

J.  MORTON,  Clerk. 


The  Committee  on  "Wharves,  &c.  to  whom  were  referred 
on  18th  July  last,  the  separate  petitions  of  Henry  P.  Robert¬ 
son,  and  of  C.  H.  Russell, 

RESPECTFULLY  REPORT : 

That  Mr.  Robertson  represents  that  he  is  owner  of  a  dock 
on  the  north  side  of  Staten  Island,  and  ifi  connexion  with 
others,  of  a  new  and  elegant  Steam  Boat,  which  he  is  desir¬ 
ous  of  constantly  plying  between  said  north  side  of  Staten 
Island  and  this  city,  and  for  the  convenience  of  receiving 
and  landing  passengers  and  freight,  (without  obstructing  the 
dock  with  fuel,)  asks  a  privilege  or  lease  6f  a  berth  for  said 
Steam  Boat  at  the  side  or  end  of  the  new  dock  adjoining 
Pier  No.  1,  North  River,  which  is  at  the  foot  of  Market- 
field  street. 
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The  petition  by  Mr.  Russell  is  as  the  President,  and  on 
the  behalf  of  the  Boston  and  New-YOrk  Transportation  Com¬ 
pany,  praying  that  the  above  mentioned  Pier  may  be  set 
apart  for  the  use  of  their  Steam  Boats,  which  are  now  es¬ 
tablished  as  a  daily  line  between  Rhode  Island  and  this  city. 
That  they  are  vessels  of  a  large  class  and  require  extensive 
accommodations  as  well  for  their  own  security  as  for  the 
convenience  of  travellers. 

The  Committee  are  satisfied  of  the  strict  truth  of  all  the 
foregoing  allegations. 

By  a  communication  in  writing,  Mr.  Russell  has  informed 
this  Committee  “  that  the  Steam  Boats  of  the  following  sev¬ 
eral  Companies  are  now  merged  in  one  line,  viz : 

1  The  Transportation  Company ;  2  the  Rhode  Island 
and  New-York  Company;  3  the  Providenpe  Steam  Boat 
Company  ;  and  4,  the  New-York  and  Boston  Steam  Boat 
Company. 

That  they  run  daily  and  twice  a  day  between  New-York 
and  Providence,  in  connexion  with  the  Boston  and  Provi¬ 
dence  Rail  Road,  carrying  passengers  and  goods.  The  line 


being  in  fact  the  great  connecting  link  ii 

n  the  eastern  and 

southern  transportation  routes. 

That 

The  Massachusetts  is  about 

700 

tons  burthen 

“  Boston, 

400 

« 

“  Providence, 

500 

“ 

“  Benj.  Franklin, 

500 

“ 

“  President, 

650 

“ 

To  which  has  been  added  the 

Rhode  Island  of  about 

650 

And  Naragansett  to  be  added, 

650 

Making  seven  Steam  Vessels,  which  it  will  be  perceived 
are  of  the  largest  class,  three  of  them  being  more  than  200 
feet  in  length ,  that  the  whole  are  valuable,  having  cost 
$600,000 ;  that  these  require  extensive  and  safe  accommo¬ 
dations.” 
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Mr.  Russel  further  states  « that  it  is  deemed  essential  to 
the  comfort  and  convenience  of  the  public  who  patronize 
this  route  extensively,  that  a  very  open  and  accessible  situ¬ 
ation  should  be  afforded  to  these  boats ;  and  in  the  transpor¬ 
tation  of  merchandize  a  berth  proximate  to  the  present  busi¬ 
ness  part  of  the  city  is  obviously  required.” 

There  is  also  an  application  for  the  same  Pier  from  the 
Managers  of  the  New-York  and  Elizabethport  Ferry 
Company,  who  alledge  that  they  are  the  owners  of  that  cer¬ 
tain  water  lot  in  the  first  ward  of  this  city  at  or  near  the 
foot  of  Battery  Place,  and  between  Washington  and  West 
streets,  whereon  is  now  standing  a  bridge  or  pier  used  as  a 
landing  place  for  the  Steam  Boats  belonging  to  the  said  Fer¬ 
ry  Company,  and  that  they  were  and  are  entitled  to  the  use 
of  the  water  between  the  said  pier  they  so  use  and  the  new 
pier  of  the  city  now  applied  for,  and  that  the  latter  has  been 
wrongfully  erected  and  to  their  damage,  and  cannot  be  used 
on  the  north  side  without  their  consent ;  that  they  are  de¬ 
sirous  of  continuing  to  use  and  enjoy  their  rights  for  the 
purposes  of  the  said  ferry,  and  are  ready  and  willing  for  this 
end,  to  remove  their  present  bridge  or  pier  so  as  to  leave  the 
passage  along  .the  northerly  side  of  the  wharf  recently  erect¬ 
ed  entirely  open  and  unobstructed  j  and  therefore  they  pray 
for  a  lease  to  them  of  the  premises  belonging  to  the  Corpo¬ 
ration  of  the  city  of  New-York,  extending  to  a  convenient 
distance  southerly  of  the  wharf  recently  erected  as  above 
set  forth  for  the  period  of  five  or  ten  years  upon  such  yearly 
rent  as  may  be  reasonable  and  just. 

This  new  pier  at  the  foot  of  Marketfield  street  is  250  feet 
long  and  50  feet  wide,  handsomely  built  on  large  timbers 
and  well  plancked,  it  is  completed  and  ready  for  use,  and 
indeed  wharfages  are  daily  collected  therefrom. 

It  will  be  observed  that  not  one  of  the  applicants  names 
any  sum  he  would  be  willing  to  pay  for  a  lease  and  exclu¬ 
sive  use  of  this  pier.  The  Committee  are  of  opinion  that  it 
would  be  injudicious  in  the  Corporation  to  make  such  lease 
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by  ordinance  without  knowing  before  hand  to  a  certainty 
what  will  be  paid  for  it,  and  even  then  it  may  be  questioned* 
as  by  the  ordinances  of  the  Common  Council  of  1833,  chap. 
11,  title  2,  sec.  1,  it  is  enacted  “  That  it  shall  be  the  duty  of  the 
Comptroller  to  take  charge  of  all  the  real  estate  of  the  Cor¬ 
poration.”  This  officer  from  his  situation  must  be  best  ac¬ 
quainted  with  all  the  steps  most  proper  to  be  taken  prepara¬ 
tory  to  leasing  this  property.  He  annually  leases  at  auction 
the  wharves,  piers,  and  slips  belonging  to  the  city,  and  the 
Committee  think  it  best  that  he  should  make,  the  bargain 
for  the  lease  of  the  one  now  applied  for. 

In  this  case  there  is  a  manifest  impropriety  in  any  inter¬ 
ference  by  the  Corporation,  as  one  of  the  applicants  sets  up 
a  claim  to  a  large  portion  of  the  waters  which  adjoin  it. 
The  Committee  have  looked  into  this  matter,  have  had  a 
correct  map  of  the  premises  in  question  made  out  at  the 
Street  Commissioners  Office,  and  the  same  is  hereto  annex-* 
ed.  On  inquiry  the  Committee  do  not  find  any  permission 
given  at  any  time  by  the  Corporation,  or  any  of  its  authoris¬ 
ed  agents  for  the  erection  of  the  small  pier  claimed  by  the 
said  Elizabethport  Ferry  Company.  The  original  water 
grants  are  in  the  office  of  the  Comptroller,  and  by  a  refer, 
ence  to  them  and  on  taking  the  opinion  of  the  Counsel  as  in 
other  cases,  he  will  be  enabled  clearly  to  ascertain  the  rights 
of  all  the  parties  and  to  act  accordingly. 

The  Committee  therefore  offer  for  adoption  the  following 
resolution. 

Resolved,  That  the  Comptroller  be,  and  he  is  hereby 
authorised  to  lease  the  new  pier  at  the  foot  of  Marketfield 
street,  until  the  first  day  of  May  next,  and  in  such  manner 
and  for  such  sum  as  he  may  deem  proper,  and  that  he  may 
insert  in  such  lease  permission  for  exclusive  use  of  said  pier 
for  that  time  if  he  shall  find  such  permission  to  be  desirable 
for  the  convenient  use  of  said  pier  by  the  lessee. 

AARON  CLARK,  )  Committee  on 

D.  P.  INGRAHAM.  $  Wharves  $*c. 


DOCUMENT  NO.  60. 


BOARD  OF  ALDERMEN. 


NOVEMBER  7th,  1836. 


Report  of  the  Committee  on  Wharves,  Spc.  on  the  resolution 
for  placing  a  covering  over  the  stairs  of  the  Whitehall 
Boatmen ,  at  Whitehall  slip ,  was  read  and  adopted. 

J.  MORTON,  Clerk. 


The  Committee  on  Wharves,  Slips  and  Piers,  to  whom 
was  referred  the  resolution  relative  to  a  covering  for  the 
stairs  at  Whitehall  for  the  Boatmen, 

RESPECTFULLY  REPORT : 

That  the  said  resolution  proposes  that  such  covering  be 
plain  and  suitable  for  the  stairs  of  the  Whitehall  Boatmen 
at  Whitehall  Slip,  on  the  northerly  side  of  the  slip.  The 
Committee  have  examined  the  premises  and  duly  considered 
the  proposition,  and  are  clearly  of  the  opinion  that  a  neat 
covering  should  be  put  up  by  this  city  over  the  said  stair* 
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and  subject  to  removal  or  alteration  at  the  pleasure  of  the 
Common  Council.  For  a  great  number  of  years,  “  the 
Whitehall  Boatmen ,”  have  been  very  favorably  known 
and  highly  esteemed  for  their  fidelity,  intrepidity  and  fear¬ 
less  exposure  at  all  seasons  of  the  year,  and  all  times  of 
night  and  day.  The  citizen  and  the  stranger  can  and  do 
bear  testimony  to  their  labors  and  their  usefulness.  They 
are  located  at  a  point  especially  calculated  to  render  their 
services  and  exertions  most  valuable.  When  accidents 
occur  to  vessels,  boats  or  other  craft  in  either  the  east  or 
north  river,  these  Boatmen  are  never  found  wanting  in  their 
efforts  to  save  life  and  property,  and  to  rescue  the  sufferers. 
From  the  nature  of  our  climate  and  the  suddenness  of  winds 
and  squalls  that  every  year  visit  our  waters— watermen  like 
these  are  indispensible  for  the  purposes  of  keeping  a  look 
out,  and  also  for  aiding  those  who  might  otherwise  suffer. 
Their  experience  and  skill  upon  the  water,  give  them  con¬ 
sequence  also  as  being  the  best  and  safest  helps  for  the 
numerous  persons  whose  buiness  requires  them  to  visit  the 
neighboring  shores,  or  the  ships  in  our  harbor.  They  are 
not  rich,  their  profession  cannot  make  them  so.  Under 
these  circumstances  the  Committee  recommend  the  adoption 
of  the  following  resolution. 

Resolved,  That  the  Superintendent  of  Repairs  under  the 
direction  of  the  Committee  on  Wharves,  Slips  and  Piers 
put  up  a  plain  and  suitable  covering  over  the  stairs  of  the 
Whitehall  Boatmen,  at  the  north  side  of  Whitehall  Slip— 
and  that  the  same  be  so  constructed  as  that  it  can  be  com¬ 
fortable  in  winter ;  the  same  to  be  subject  to  removal  at  the 
pleasure  of  the  Common  Council,  and  the  expense  not  to 
exceed  one  hundred  dollars, 

AH  which  is  respectfully  submitted. 

AARON  CLARK,  ?  Committee  on 

D.  P.  INGRAHAM.  )  Wharves,  fyc. 


DOCUMENT  no.  61. 


BOARD  OP  ALDERMEN, 


NOVEMBER  7th,  1836. 


Rep  art  of  the  Committee  on  Wharves,  6pc.  on  the  petition 
of  the  Richmond  Turnpike  Company  for  exchange  of 
slip  room  at  Whitehall,  which  was  read  and  adopted. 

J.  MORTON,  Clerk. 


The  Committee  on  Wharves,  &c;  to  whom  was  referred 
the  petition  of  O.  Mauran,  as  President  of  the  Richmond 
Turnpike  Company, 

RESPECTFULLY  REPORT: 

That  the  Petitioner  represents  that  the  new  pier  built  in 
Whitehall  Slip,  together  with  the  large  number  of  vessels 
that  constantly  occupy  said  slip  very  materially  interfere 
with  the  steam  boats  now  plying  on  the  Staten  Island  ferry, 
and  if  the  new  pier  is  to  be  occupied  by  vessels  it  will  pre- 
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vent  the  steam  boats  going  to  their  present  berth,  and  they 
propose  to  make  an  equitable  exchange  by  taking  the  dock 
and  slip  as  now  formed  by  the  new  pier  and  giving  up  their 
dock  for  vessels  to  use,  and  they  alledge  that  this  arrange¬ 
ment  will  benefit  all  parties. 

The  petitioners  are  the  grantees  of  a  ferry  from  this  city 
to  Staten  Island,  and  for  that  purpose,  are  the  lessees  of  all 
that  pertain  bridge,  ferry  house  and  bulkhead  with  the  ap- 
perfenances  lying  and  being  in  the  first  ward  of  the  city  of 
New-York  on  the  westerly  side  of  Whitehall  slip,  and  ad¬ 
joining  the  boat  house  of  the  United  States  of  America,  and 
the  printer’s  boat  house,  which  are  now  situated  there ;  and 
also  a  safe  and  convenient  berth  along  the  southerly  side 
of  the  said  premises  for  the  steam  boat  which  was  run  by 
that  company  at  the  date  of  the  lease,  viz :  the  16th  July, 
1827,  from  the  said  premises  to  Staten  Island,  and  for  no 
other  purpose,  at  an  annual  rent  of  $ 400  for  ten  years ,  said 
company  during  all  that  time  to  provide  and  keep  on  said 
ferry  a  good  substantial  steam  ferry  boat.  This  lease  how¬ 
ever,  not  to  interfere  with  any  other  ferry  grants  made  or 
to  be  made,  and  it  is  stipulated  that  the  Corporation  may  re¬ 
enter  prior  to  expiration  of  this  lease  by  giving  three 
months  notice.  This  lease  in  1835  was  extended  for  ten 
years  from  1837,  in  the  language  and  on  the  like  conditions 
as  the  former  lease,  save  only  that  after  1827  the  rent  is  to 
be  $500  per  annum. 

Notice  of  this  application  was  given  to  the  residents  and 
merchants  in  the  neighborhood,  and  directed  to  be  inserted 
in  the  papers.  All  those  doing  any  shipping  business  at 
Whitehall  slip  appear  to  be  opposed  to  the  exchange  pro¬ 
posed.  They  seem  to  be  all  agreed  that  the  accommoda¬ 
tions  which  would  be  surrendered  by  the  Richmond  Turn¬ 
pike  Company  would  not  equal  by  considerable  those  propos¬ 
ed  to  be  taken  by  the  Company.  Giving  up  the  best  half  of 
Whitehall  slip  to  the  South  ferry,  after  having  reduced  its 
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length  by  filling  up  a  part  of  it,  very  much  interfered  with  the 
business  of  those  who  had  stores  in  that  neighborhood.  Their 
complaints  were  constant  and  well  founded.  As  some 
compromise,  the  small  pier  has  been  erected  in  Whitehall 
slip,  and  is  a  neat,  clean  and  commodious  structure,  well 
calculated  for  the  business  which  can  now  be  done  by  small 
vessels  in  that  part  of  the  slip,  and  more  useful  and  conve¬ 
nient  for  them  than  anyrights  which  are  offered  by  the  Turn¬ 
pike  and  Ferry  Company. 

The  Petitioners  say  the  vessels  constantly  occupying  this 
pier  materially  interfere  with  their  steam  boats,  and  that  its 
occupancy  by  vessels  will  prevent  their  steam  boats  going  to 
their  present  berth,  and  the  president  of  the  Company  stated 
verbally  the  intention  of  the  Company  to  put  on  to  their 
ferry  a  long  steam  boat  somewhat  upon  the  plan  of  those 
used  upon  the  South  ferry.  It  cannot  be  supposed  for  a  mo¬ 
ment,  that  for  $400  per  year  the  Corporation  meant  that  the 
Richmond  Turnpike  Company  should  have  or  use  any  more 
slip  room  than  is  mentioned  in  the  lease  to  that  Company 
which  was  for  a  certain  boat  then  on  that  ferry,  and  by  im¬ 
plication  for  a  good  substantial  steam  ferry  boat  that  should 
occupy  the  berth  so  cheaply  leased  to  them.  And  if  said 
Company  should  deem  it  advisable  to  put  on  such  boats  or  to 
navigate  them  in  such  a  manner  as  to  interfere  with  the 
rightful  use  of  privileges  not  granted  to  them  they  must  ex¬ 
pect  the  Corporation  or  others  interested  to  take  measures  to 
correct  the  proceedure. 

There  were  objections  received  from  the  Whitehall  boat¬ 
men  against  this  exchange,  as  it  would  probably  deprive 
them  entirely  of  a  place  in  that  slip,  and  it  must  be  admitted 
that  on  many  accounts  that  ancient  location  of  those  useful 
watermen  must  be  dear  to  them.  They  could  not  have 
proper  accommodations  in  this  slip  should  the  exchange  be 
effected,  and  where  they  could  find  a  suitable  place  else¬ 
where  is  difficult  to  imagine. 
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Therefore  the  Committee  recommend  for  adoption  the 
following  resolution. 

Jlesolved,  That  the  prayer  of  the  said  Richmond  Turh- 
pike  Company  be  denied. 

All  which  is  respectfully  submitted. 

AARON  CLARK,  )  Committee  on 
D.  P.  INGRAHAM,  $  Whafvea  6fc. 


JJOCOTmSHT  HO.  62- 


BOARD  OF  ALDERMEN, 

NOVEMBER  7th,  1836. 


Report  of  the  Committee  on  Wharves,  Slips,  Spc.  on  the 
petition  of  Howland  and  Aspinwall  and  others,  relative 
to  vessels  laying  up  for  the  winter,  which  was  read  and 
adopted. 

J.  MORTON,  Clerk. 


The  Committee  on  Wharves,  &c.  to  whom  was  referred 
the  petition  of  Howland  and  Aspinwall,  Moses  Taylor  and 
other, 


RESPECTFULLY  REPORT: 

That  the  petitioners  set.forth  that  the  custom  of  laying  of 
vessels  for  the  winter  season,  in  the  public  docks  and  slips 
on  the  East  river  has  been  attended  with  great  and  serious 
inconvenience  to  business  and  commerce ;  inasmuch  as  the 
room  which  said  vessels  occupy  would  be  a  great  accom- 
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modation  to  merchants  and  others,  could  the  same  be  used 
by  them.  That  the  vessels  that  have  heretofore  been  laid 
up  in  the  public  docks  in  the  lower  part  of  the  city  can  be 
as  well  accommodated  to  lay  up  on  the  north  side  of  the 
town  which  cannot  be  used  for  commercial  purposes  during 
the  winter  season.  And  they  ask  that  so  much  of  the  pre¬ 
sent  law  as  allows  of  vessels  laying  up  in  the  public  docks 
between  the  foot  of  Dover-street  and  Castle  Garden  be  re¬ 
pealed. 

The  Committee  have  had  this  application  under  delibera¬ 
tion,  and  bejieve  the  facts  as  stated  to  be  strictly  true — and 
that  the  prayer  of  the  petitioners  is  reasonable  and  ought  to 
be  granted. 

By  Sec.  4  and  5,  of  Title  1,  Chapter  34  of  City  Ordinan¬ 
ces  it  is  provided  that  “  the  master,  owner,  or  person  having 
charge  of  certain  vessels  may  commute  for  wharfage  for  a 
year,  and  be  exonerated  from  further  charge — and  by  Sec. 
6,  the  rates  are  established  as  follows : 

1.  Between  the  first  day  of  May  and  the  last  day  of  July 
inclusive,  sixty  cents  per  ton. 

2.  Between  the  first  day  of  August  and  the  last  day  of 
October  inclusive,  forty-five  cents  per  ton. 

3.  Between  the  first  day  of  November  and  the  last  day  of 
January  inclusive,  thirty  cents  per  ton. 

4.  Between  the  first  day  of  February  and  the  last  day 
of  April ,  fifteen  cents  per  ton. 

But  by  Sec.  7,  of  same  Title  it  is  ordered,  “  That  in  case 
any  ship  or  vessel  shall  remain  in  any  of  the  public  slips 
more  than  fifteen  successive  days,  such  ship  or  vessel  shall 
be  subject  to  daily  wharfage  thereafter,  until  such  ship  or 
vessel  shall  depart  from  such  slip,  notwithstanding  such 
ship  or  vessel  shall  have  elected  to  pay  wharfage  by  the 
year.  And  by  the  Tenth  Sec.  it  is  declared  however,  that 
any  vessel  paying  daily  wharfage,  entitled  to  lay  within  or 
at  any  of  the  said  docks,  wharves,  piers  or  slips  and  whick 
shall  bs  laid  up  and  out  of  employ  with  their  cargoes  landed1 
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and  their  sails  unbent 4 between  the  tenth  day  of  December 
and  the  tenth  day  of  March  inclusive,  in  any  year,  shall  be 
subject  for  the  time  during  which  such  vessel  shall  be  so 
laid  up  to  the  payment  of  a  sum  or  sums  not  exceeding  one 
half  of  the  wharfage  which  they  are  subject  to  pay  when 
in  active  employment,  but  such  vessels  shall  be  liable  to  be 
ordered  to  be  removed  agreeable  to  the  provisions  of  the 
second  title  of  this  chapter,  which  are  (Title  2.  and  Sec.  2, 
3,  4  and  5.)  that  they  shall  haul  out  and  depart  on  an  order 
from  the  Mayor,  Recorder,  or  the  Alderman,  Assistant  or 
Dockmaster  of  the  ward,  under  the  penalty  of  twenty-five 
dollars  for  every  refusal  or  neglect. 

There  are  difficulties  however,  in  the  removal  of  vessels 
once  laid  up  which  the  petitioners  wish  to  prevent.  At 
present,  for  instance  sloops  will  come  into  the  Albany  basin 
at  as  early  a  day  as  the  law  permits  and  lay  up  for  the 
winter— and  as  during  the  last  winter,  the  owners  will  chain 
up  and  fast  lock  two  or  three  together  occupying  a  long  line 
of  bulkhead  or  pier  room,  and  leave  them  in  charge  of  one 
man  who,  by  direction  or  otherwise,  is  seldom  to  be  found 
near  them,  and  when  he  is  there  does  not  obey  any  orders 
given  by  the  above  named  officers-and  it  is  an  unpleasant 
and  difficult  labor  for  the  Mayor,  Recorder,  or  Alderman  and 
Assistant  to  perform,  to  collect  hands  and  remove  such 
vessels  and  locate  them  at  any  other  place.  By  which 
means  men  of  business  paying  heavy  rents  in  the  neighbor¬ 
hood  and  having  goods  to  be  laded  or  unladed  are  unreason¬ 
ably  subjected  during  several  weeks  to  great  inconvenience, 
additional  expense,  delays  and  other  damages,  merely  be¬ 
cause  the  owners  of  several  sloops  and  other  empty  vessels 
choose  to  confine  them  within  those  waters  that  could  other¬ 
wise  be  used  for  commercial  purposes  to  the  great  advantage 
of  our  citizens.  Another  grievance  is  that  such  sloops  and 
other  vessels  do  not  always  belong  to  this  city. 

The  Committee  caused  notices  of  this  application  to  be 
published  in  the  newspapers  inviting  all  who  had  any  ob- 
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jections  to  lay  the  same  before  the  Committee  at  the  office  of 
the  Street  Commissioner— none  have  been  presented.  Con¬ 
sidering  the  great  scarcity  of  berths  for  our  active  vessels  at 
every  season  of  the  year,  and  the  extensive  trade  now 
carried  on  at  all  seasons  of  the  year,  between  this  city  and 
various  parts  of  the  world,  the  Committee  recommend  that 
such  ordinances  be  passed  as  will  answer  the  purposes  of 
the  applicants,  and  relieve  the  lessees  of  our  public  slips 
from  unnecessary  impediments  to  the  receipt  of  all  their 
just  income  from  their  contract  with  the  Corporation. 

They  therefore  recommend  that  the  laying  up  of  vessels 
in  the  slips  and  docks  between  the  foot  of  Dover-street  and 
Whitehall  slip  be  forbidden,  except  with  the  consent  of  the 
Alderman  and  Assistant  of  the  ward,  first  obtained  in 
writing,  and  they  recommend  the  passage  of  the  annexed 
ordinance. 

AARON  CLARK,  )  Committee  on 

D.  P.  INGRAHAM.  )  Wharves,  Spc. 


A  LAW 

To  amend  a  Law  entitled  “A  Law  to  regulate  the  lying 
of  vessels  at  the  public  Wharves  and  in  the  slips 
and  to  establish  the  rates  of  wharfage. 

Sec.  1.  It  shall  not  be  lawful  for  the  owner  or  master  or 
person  having  charge  of  any  vessel  that  shall  be  and 
out  of  employ,  to  lay  up  the  same  at  any  of  the  public 
docks,  wharves,  piers  or  slips  between  Pike  slip  and  White¬ 
hall  slip  except  with  the  written  consent  of  the  Alderman 
and  Assistant  of  the  ward  in  which  such  dock,  wharf,  pier 
or  slip  shall  be  situated. 


DOCUMENT  NO.  63. 


BOARD  OF  ALDERMEN, 

OCTOBER  31st,  1836. 

Report  of  the  Special  Committee  upon  the  resolution  that 
an  application  be  made  to  the  Government  of  the  United 
States ,  for  the  establishment  of  a  Mint  in  the  city  of 
New-  York,  which  was  read  and  adopted. 

J.  MORTON,  Clerk. 


The  Special  Committee  to  whom  was  referred  the  annexed 
resolution,  providing  that  an  application .  be  made  to  the 
Government  of  the  United  States  for  the  establishment  of  a 
Branch  of  the  Mint,  in  the  city  of  New- York, 

RESPECTFULLY  REPORT : 

That  they  have  given  to  this  subject  that  consideration 
which  its  importance  to  this  commercial  city  demands,  and 
are  strongly  impressed  with  the  necessity  of  prompt  and 
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efficient  action  in  carrying  the  object  contemplated  by  the 
resolution  into  immediate  effect. 

The  great  inconvenience  to  which  the  merchants  of  this 
city  have  been  subjected  for  a  series  of  years,  for  the  want 
of  a  Mint,  to  which  they  could  resort  to  have  gold:  dust  and 
the  precious  metals  assayed  has  often  been  a  source  of  com¬ 
plaint,  and  the  inconvenience  has  increased  in  proportion  as 
the  importation  of  the  precious  metals  has  increased  as  an 
article  of  commerce.  Great  difficulties  have  arisen  to  the 
importer,  consignee  or  purchaser  of  gold  in  bars  or  in  dust 
for  the  want  of  an  assayer  in  this  city,  and  the  only  resort  is 
to  transmit  it  to  Philadelphia,  there  to  be  assayed,  thereby 
subjecting  the  parties  to  considerable  expense  and  risk. 

It  is  scarcely  necessary  to  add  that  a  very  large  propor¬ 
tion  of  bullions  of  gold  in  bars  and  in  dust,  that  is  imported 
into  this  country  is  shipped  to  this  port,  and  the  Committee 
can  see  no  good  reason  why  our  merchants  should  be  sub¬ 
jected  to  the  expense,  risk  and  delay  attending  its  transmission 
to  another  city  when  it  is  either  to'  be  assayed  or  coined  into 
our  national  currency. 

It  is  a  fact  of  no  small  consideration  which  has  been  as¬ 
certained  by  your  Committee  that  it  requires  from  forty-five 
to  ninety  days  for  the  transmission  and  return  of  bullion 
from  the  city  of  New-York  to  the  Mint  at  Philadelphia  to  be 
coined.  This  delay  is  at  times  a  serious  inconvenience  to' 
commercial  men  and  requires  an  immediate  remedy. 

By  a  law  of  Congress  a  national  specie  currency  has  been 
established,  but  owing  to  the  inadequacy  of  the  Mint,  not 
one-fifth  of  our  specie  currency  is  that  of  the  United  States, 
and  the  government  being  aware  of  this  fact,  have  adopted 
from  necessity,  a  law  rendering  foreign  coins  a  legal  tender, 
to  be  received  by  weight ;  when  here,  as  in  other  counties 
it  should  be  received  and  passed  by  its  national  designated 
value. 

To  carry  into  effect  therefore,  the  intention  of  government 
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in  relation  to  a  national  specie  currency,  to  prevent  the  too 
great  circulation  of  foreign  coins,  (the  value  of  which  is 
unknown  to  a  large  portion  of  our  fellow-citizens)  and  es¬ 
pecially  to  withdraw  from  circulation  foreign  coins  whose 
denomination  or  supposed  value  is  greater  than  its  real,  (as 
in  the  case  of  shilling  and  six  penny  pieces  which  are  often 
of  less  weight  than  our  ten  and  five  cent  pieces)  a  greater 
and  increased  facility  for  supplying  the  market  with  our  cur¬ 
rency  should  be  entertained  by  the  government. 

Another  cogent  reason  for  increasing  the  number  of  Mints 
in  the  country,  arises  from  the  adoption  by  our  state  govern¬ 
ments,  as  well  as  various  others,  of  laws  prohibiting  the  issu¬ 
ing  of  bank  bills  of  a  denomination  less  than  five  dollars. 
This  deficiency  must  be  supplied  by  specie,  and  such  is  the 
want  of  our  own  currency,  that  the  Committee  are  informed 
that  five-sixths  of  the  specie  that  is  paid  at  the  counties  of 
our  various  banks  consists  of  foreign  coin. 

It  is  stated  that  three  millions  of  specie  is  necessary  to 
supply  the  demand  for  the  State  of  New- York  alone,  by  the 
withdrawal  from  circulation  of  small  bills,  and  that  one 
million  is  necessary  for  the  city  of  New- York,  many  other 
facts  might  be  adduced  to  establish  the  correctness  of  the 
opinion  expressed  by  the  Committee,  but  they  content  them¬ 
selves  with  those  which  they  have  presented  and  recommend 
for  adoption  the  following  resolution. 

Resolved,  That  his  Honor  the  Mayor  communicate  to 
the  government  of  the  United  States  the  earnest  wish  of  the 
Common  Council  of  the  city  of  New- York,  for  the  establish¬ 
ment  of  a  Branch  of  the  U.  S.  Mint  in  this  city,  and  that  he 
also  request  the  co-operation  of  the  respective  representatives 
in  Congress  from  this  city,  in  promoting  the  above  object. 

F.  A.  TALLMADGE, 

D.  BANKS, 

R.  ft.  WARD. 
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DOCUMENT  NO.  6ft. 


BOARD  OF  ALDERMEN, 

NOVEMBER  7th,  1836, 


The  following  communication  of  the  Mayor,  enclosing  the 
subjoined  letters  from  the  Mayor  of  Newark,  expressing 
the  feelings  of  that  city,  on  the  aid  rendered  to  them> 
in  that  city,  was  read  and  ordered  to  be  printed  in  all 
the  daily  papers. 

J.  MORTON,  Clerk. 


Mayou’s  Office,  Nov.  4th,  1836. 
Gentlemen  of  the  Common  Council— 

I  transmit  to  you  two  letters  from  the  Mayor  of  the  city 
of  Newark,  tendering  the  thanks  of  the  Common  Council  of 
that  city  to  the  Chief  Engineer  of  this  city,  Mr.  Hoff- 
mire,  one  of  the  Assistant  Engineers,  and  to  the  Fore¬ 
men,  Assistant  Foremen  and  Members  attached  to  Engine 
Companies  Nos.  5,  7,  21,  23,  29,  and  30,  and  the  Third 
Ward  Hose  Company,  for  their  prompt  efforts  to  aid  our 
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fellow-citizens  of  Newark  in  extinguishing  the  fire  which 
threatened  the  destruction  of  a  large  portion  of  that  city. 

It  is  but  just  to  others,  that  I  should  add  that  the  Fire 
Department  generally  indicated  a  willingness  and  desire  to 
go  to  the  aid  of  our  neighbors.  But  it  was  not  deemed  pru¬ 
dent  for  a  greater  number  to  leave  the  city. 

C.  W.  LAWRENCE. 


City  of  Newark,  Nov.  2d,  1836. 

His  Honor  Cornelius  W.  Lawrence, 

Mayor  of  the  City  of  New-  York. 

In  behalf  of  the  Common  Council  of  the  city  of  Newark, 
permit  me  to  tender  to  you  their  grateful  acknowledgments 
for  your  very  kind  communication  to  the  Fire  Department 
of  your  city,  the  calamitous  situation  of  our  city  on  the 
evening  of  the- 28th  ultimo;  and  through  you  to  John 
Riker  Jun.  Esq.  Chief  Engineer,  and  the  Foremen  and 
Assistant  Foremen,  and  Companies  attached  to  Engines  Nos. 
23,  7,  30,  5,  21,  and  39,  for  their  prompt  and  praiseworthy 
efforts  to  aid  in  extinguishing  the  fire  that  was  threatening 
the  destruction  of  a  large  portion  of  our  city ;  and  particu¬ 
larly  to  the  Third  Ward  Hose  Company,  under  Assistant 
Engineer  Hoffmire,  for  their  zeal  and  untiring  exertions, 
evinced,  as  we  have  understood,  by  drawing  with  their  own 
hands,  nine  miles,  to.thiscitythe  machine  to  which  they 
were  attached. 

Accept  Honorable  Sir, 

The  assurances  of  imy  high  respect, 

WM.  HALSE'V,  Mayor  of  the 
City  of  Newark. 
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Newark  City,  Nov,  3d,  1836. 
His  Honor  Cornelius  W.  Lawrence , 

•  Mayor  of  the  City  of  New-  York. 

In  the  communication  which  I  had  the  honor  to  make  to 
you  last  evening,  I  omitted  to  connect  Engine  Co.  No.  21, 
with  the  Third  Ward  Hose  Company,  in  the  special  notice 
of  their  extraordinary  exertions.  Please  to  correct  my  error 
in  any  communication  you  may  make  upon  the  subject.  I 
should  be  extremely  sorry  to  withhold  from  any  one  of  those 
distinguished  companies  who  came  to  our  assistants,  our 
thankful  acknowledgments  which  they  have  so  deservedly 
merited,  as  the  omission  will  be  supplied  in  the  publication 
of  the  proceedings  of  the  Common  Council. 

I  am  Sir, 

Most  respectfully,  Yours  &c. 

WM.  HALSEY,  Mayor  of  the 
City  of  Newark. 
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BOARD  OF  ‘ALDERMEN. 

OCTOBER  3d,  1836.  '  • 


Report  of  the  Committee  on  Roads  on  the  Resolution  to 
appropriate  $250  towards  working  116^  street,  which 
vias  read  and  adopted. 

J.  MORTON,  Clerk. 


Resolved,  (if  the  Board  of  Assistant  Aldermen  concur,) 
That  the  sum  of  two  hundred  and  fifty  dollars  be,  and  the 
same  is  hereby  appropriated  towards  regulating  and  work¬ 
ing  116th  street  from  the  Third  Avenue  to  Harlaem  river. 

The  Committee  on  Roads,  to  whom  was  referred  the  an¬ 
nexed  resolution  to  appropriate  two  hundred  and  fifty  dol¬ 
lars  towards  working  116th  street, 

RESPECTFULLY  REPORT  : 

That  this  street  has  been  lately  opened  from  the  4th 
Avenue  to  the  river.  That  there  are  families  residing  at 


the  lower  end  of  the  same,  who  are  now  compelled  to  go  a 
considerable  distance  to  reach  the  Avenue,  and  who  would 
be  much  accommodated  if  this  street  could  be  worked. 

There  is  not  at  the  present  time  sufficient  surplus  earth 
in  that  neighbourhood  to  have  the  street  graded,  and  for  the 
purpose  of  making  it  passable  until  it  can  be  graded,  the 
owners  of  lots  on  the  street  have  subscribed  about  five  hun¬ 
dred  dollars.  This  however,  is  not  sufficient  to  complete 
the  same,  and  the  amount  proposed  by  the  resolution  is  not 
more  than  will  be  required  to  complete  the  working  thereof. 
Under  these  circumstances  the  Committee  think  it  expe¬ 
dient  to  adopt  the  resolution. 

D.  P.  INGRAHAM,  )  Committee 

JOHN  V.  GREENFIELD,  \  on  Roads. 

Adopted  by  the  Board  of  Aldermen,  October  3, 1836. 

Adopted  by  the  Board  of  Assistants,  October  31, 1836. 

Approved  by  the  Mayor,  November  2, 1836. 

J.  MORTON,  Clerk. 


DOCUMENT  NO.  66, 


BOARD  OF  ALDERMEN, 

OCTOBER  3d,  1836. 


Report  of  the  Police  Gommittee  on  the  petition  of  Benja¬ 
min  Briggs,  for  remuneration  for  a  horse  lost  in  the 
North  River,  at  foot  of  Vesey  street,  v>hich  was  read 
and  adopted. 

J,  MORTON,  Clerk. 


The  Police  Committee  to  whom  was  referred  the  annex¬ 
ed  petition  of  Benjamin  Briggs,  to  be  indemnified  for  the 
loss  of  a  horse, 

RESPECTFULLY  REPORT: 

That  it  is  satisfactorily  proved  by  the  annexed  affidavits, 
that  in  the  month  of  June  last,  a  horse  belonging  to  the  pe¬ 
titioner  was  drowned  by  backing  off  the  wharf  at  the  foot 
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of  Yesey  street,  owing  to  the  deficiency  of  the  string  piece? 
and  that  the  horse  was  fairly  worth  $120. 

The  petitioner  is  an  industrious  cartman,  and  has  sus¬ 
tained  great  loss  and  inconvenience  by  reason  of  this  acci¬ 
dent,  and  in  the  opinion  of  the  Committee  it  presents  strong 
claims  for  remuneration. 

In  consequence  of  the  frequency  of  similar  applications, 
the  Committee  are  compelled  to  call  the  attention  of  those 
officers  who  have  the  public  wharves  in  charge  to  this  subject. 
A  very  little  attention  on  their  part  will  save  the  city  from  a 
serious  tax,  and  the  cartmen  from  great  inconvenience. 

The  Committee  as  an  act  of  justice  to  the  petitioner  re. 
commend  the  adoption  of  the  following  resolution : 

Resolved,  That  the  Comptroller  draw  his  warrant  in 
favor  of  Benjamin  Briggs  for  $120,  to  remunerate  him  for 
the  loss  of  a  horse  drowned  at  the  foot  of  Yesey  street  in 
June  last,  owing  to  the  want  of  repair  of  the  wharf. 

All  which  is  respectfully  submitted,  by 

NEHEMIAH  WATERBURY,  ) 

F.  A.  TALDMADGE,  V  Committee. 

THOMAS  S.  BRADY,  ) 

Adopted  by  the  Board  of  Aldermen,  October  3d,  1836. 

Adopted  by  the  Board  of  Assistants,  October  31,  1836. 

Approved  by  the  Mayor,  November  2d,  1836. 

J.  MORTON,  Clerk. 


<** 


DOCUMENT  NO.  67. 


BOARD  OF  AL.DERME1Y, 

OCTOBER  31st,  1836. 

Report  of  the  Corrvinittee  on  Salaries  on  the  Resolution 
increasing  the  salary  of  David  T.  Valentine ,  Assistant 
Clerk  of  Common  Council ,  which  was  read  and  unani¬ 
mously  adopted. 

jf.  MORTON,  Cleft 


Resolved,  That  the  salary  of  David  T.  Valentine,  As¬ 
sistant  Clerk  to  the  Clerk  of  the  Cottuhon  Council,  be  increas. 
ed  to  eighteen  hundred  dollars  per  annum,  to  commence 
with  the  present  year  of  the  Common  Council. 

The  Committee  oh  Salaries  to  whom  was  referred  the' an¬ 
nexed  resolution,  increasing  the  salary  of  David  T.  Valen¬ 
tine,  Assistant  Clerk  to  the  Clerk  of  the  Common  Council) 
be  increased  to  eighteen  hundred  dollars  per  annum, 

RESPECTFULLY  REPORT  : 

That  the  duties  of  this  officer  are  so  well  known  to  this 
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Board,  that  they  deem  it  unnecessary  to  say  any  thing  on  that 
subject — and  also  that  Mr.  Valentine  performs  them  to  the 
full  satisfaction  (as  your  Committee  believes)  of  every  member 
of  the  Common  Council.  Your  Committee,  think  it  however 
proper  to  say,  that  besides  the  duties  of  the  office,  Mr.  Valen- 
tine  acts  as  Clerk  of  almost  all  the  important  Standing  Com¬ 
mittees  of  both  Boards,  and  as  such  renders  essential  service, 
and' that  his  time  is  fully  occupied  from  early  in  the  morn¬ 
ing  until  late  in  the  evening,  and  without  any  intermission. 
The  late  incumbent  received  for  his  services  for  the  last 
period  of  his  being  in  the  office  the  sum  to  which  it  is  now 
proposed  to  increase  the  salary,  and  as  the  business  of  the 
office  is  continually  increasing,  and  as  Mr.  Valentine  performs 
fully  all  the  service  required  of  him,  and  with  a  devotedness 
truly  praiseworthy,  your  Committee  see  no  reason  why  his 
salary  should  not  be  equal  to  that  allowed  his  worthy  pre¬ 
decessor,  and  particularly  as  the  duties  and  services  are  be¬ 
coming  more  and  more  arduous,  and  requires  every  mo¬ 
ment  of  his  time — the  Committee  therefore  recommend  the 
adoption  of  the  Resolution. 


All  which  is  respectfully  submitted. 


EGBERT  BENSON, 
D.  BANKS, 

IRA  B.  WHEELER, 


Committee 
on  Salaries. 


Adopted  unanimously  by  the  Board  of  Aldermen,  Octo¬ 
ber  31st,  1836. 

Concurred  in  unanimously  by  the  Board  of  Assistant 
Aldermen,  October  31st,  1836. 

Approved  by  the  Mayor,  November  2d,  1836. 

J.  MORTON,  Clerk. 


DOCUMENT  NO.  68, 


BOARD  OF  ALDERMEN, 

OCTOBER  31st*  1836, 


Communication  of  the  Street  Commissioner  relative  to 
building  a  bulkhead  across  the  Third  Avenue,  in  the 
Harlaem  river,  which  was  redd  and  unanimously 
adopted. 

j.  MORTON,  Clerk. 


The  Street  Commissioner  respectfully  communicates  to 
the  Board  of  Aldermen,  that  a  resolution  originated  in  their 
Board,  and  subsequently  passed  the  Common  Council,  to 
build  a  bulkhead  across  the  Third  Avenue,  at  or  near  the 
permanent  line  of  the  Harlaem  river.  The  expense  of 
which  was  directed  to  be  charged  to  the  general  appropria¬ 
tion  for  the  current  year.  Statements  Were  made  to  the 
Board  at  the  time,  that  the  expense  would  not  probably  ex- 
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ceed  $2500,  proposals  have  subsequently  been  received  for 
building  the  bulkhead,  at  the  place  designated  by  the  resolu¬ 
tion,  anjl  according  to  a  specification  of  the  undersigned, 
which  required  the  bulkhead  to  be  30  feet  wide  at  the  base, 
and  25  feet  Vide  at  the  top. 

The  lowest  of  the  estimates  received  was,  $62  72  per 
lineal  foot,  amounting  to  $6,270.  As  this  amount  very 
much  exceeded  the  supposed  cost,  the  Committee  on 
Wharves  and  the  Street  Commissioner,  have  not  deemed 
themselves  authorised  to  make  the  contract  without  further 
instruction  from  the  Board.  A  proposal  has  also  been  re¬ 
ceived  for  building  the  bulkhead  at  130th-street,  about  one 
hundred  feet  further  in,  where  a  smaller  one  will  answer 
the  purpose  of  preserving  the  channel  of  the  river,  and 
would  admit  of  vessels  coming  along  side  at  high  water,  and 
remaining  there  during  low  water.  The  expense  of  which 
will  be  $4500,  The  great  disparity  existing  between  the 
estimate  of  the  Committee  and  the  actual  cost  as  for  propo¬ 
sals,  is  accounted  for  by  the  fact,  that  bulkheads  have  been 
built  for  the  last  year  past,  for  five  cents  per  cubic  foot ; 
whereas  the  lowest  of  the  present  estimates,  is  based  upon 
nine  and  a  half  cents  per  foot.  In  consequence,  the  con¬ 
tractors  alledge,  of  the  increased  price  of  materials  and 
labor. 

The  undersigned  is  of  opinion  as  it  seems  to  be  necessary 
that  a  bulkhead  shall  be  built  to  protect  the  filling  already 
contracted  for  from  going  into  the  river,  and  spoiling  the 
channel,  and  as  the  bulkhead,  if  built  upon  the  smaller 
plan  will  answer  for  the  unloading  of  vessels  during  high 
water ;  that  it  will  be  most  expedient  to  adopt  the  smaller 
bulkhead,  and  place  it  at  130th-street,  instead  of  placing  it 
further  out,  particularly  as  it  is  in  contemplation  by  the 
Harlaem  River  Canal  Company,  to  improve  the  navigation 
of  that  river,  when  the  mud  in  front  of  the  bulkhead  may 
be  removed,  and  the  river  retained  at  a  greater  width  than 
in  the  other  case.  The  following  resolution  is  submitted. 


371 


[Doc.  No.  68. 

Resolved ,  That  a  bulkhead  be  built  accross  the  Third 
Avenue  in  the  Harlaem  river  at  or  near  130th-street,  and 
that  the  sum  of  four  thousand  five  hundred  dollars  be  ap¬ 
propriated  therefor,  chargeable  to  the  general  appropriation 
of  the  current  year. 

JOHN  EWEN,  Jun.  Street  Commissioner. 

Adopted  by  the  Board  of  Aldermen,  October  31st,  1836. 

Adopted  by  the  Board  of  Assistants,  October  31st,  1836. 

Approved  by  the  Mayor,  November  4th,  1836. 

J.  MORTON,  Clerk. 


* 
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DOCUMENT  NO.  69. 


BOARD  OF  ALDERMEN* 

NOVEMBER  14th,  1836. 


Report  of  the  Committee  on  Wharves,  Spc.  on  the  resolution 
proposed  by  Alderman  Banks,  relative  to  location  of 
Steamboats,  which  was  read,  laid  on  the  table,  and  order¬ 
ed  to  be  printed  for  the  use  of  the  members. 

J.  MORTON,  Clerk. 


Resolved,  That  it  be  referred  to  the  Committee  on 
Wharves,  Piers  and  Slips  to  inquire  into  and  report  upon 
the  expediency  of  selecting  some  suitable  place  or  places  in 
the  East  and  North  rivers,  for  the  exclusive  accommodation 
of  the  steamboats  navigating  those  rivers. 

The  Committee  on  Wharves,  &c.  to  whom  was  referred 
the  resolution  directing  said  Committee  to  inquire  and  report 
upon  the  expediency  of  selecting  some  suitable  place  or 
places  in  the  East  and  North  rivers,  for  the  exclusive  accom¬ 
modation  of  the  steamboats  navigating  those  rivers, 
RESPECTFULLY  REPORT: 

That  they  have  had  the  same  under  examination  and 
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made  great  efforts  to  ascertain  the  proper  decision  to  be  made 
thereon.  Soon  after  the  reference  of  this  resolution,  the 
Committee  addressed  a  respectful  note  to  the  several  steam¬ 
boat  lines  of  the  North  and  East  rivers,  inquiring  for  their 
views  in  regard  to  location.  And  although  several  weeks 
have  elapsed  since  the  delivery  of  those  letters,  but  one  reply 
has  been  received  from  a  line  of  boats  arriving  and  starting 
on  the  east  side  of  the  city,  and  that  is  from  C.  Vanderbilt, 
who  says,  that  in  his  opinion  it  matters  but  little  where  the 
boats  are  located,  so  long  as  those  boats  that  are  running  to 
the  same  section  of  country  should  be  together  so  as  to  equal 
their  advantages  and  disadvantages — for  instance  the  “Provi¬ 
dence  lines  should  be  together;  the  New-Haven,  Hartford  and 
Norwich  lines,  should  all  be  located  at  the  same  spot  in  order 
to  be  equal,  and  all  the  small  boats  below  New-Haven  might 
be  located  together.” 

There  is  a  communication  in  reply  from  the  Boston  and 
New- York  Transportation  Company,  navigating  the  East 
River  and  Long  Island  Sound,  although  at  present  located 
on  the  North  River  side  of  this  city,  in  which  they  say  the 
plan  of  the  resolution  does  not  recommend  itself  to  them — 
as  all  the  steamboat  concerns  are  of  separate  and  individual 
interest,  the  crowds  that  thus  be  created  would  be  frequent 
cause  of  mistake,  fraud  and  imposition.  They  would  not 
like  to  go  above  Peck  slip — and  prefer  the  whole  matter 
should  remain  as  it  is.  From  one  company  only,  interested 
in  steamboat  navigation,  have  the  Committee  received  any 
communication — the  same,  with  the  other  letters  referred  to 
is  hereto  annexed,  and  contains  a  decided  hostility  to  the 
object  of  the  resolution.  On  consulting  personally  with 
some  of  the  proprietors,  there  seems  to  be  general  opposition 
to  any  positive  requirement  for  removal  or  location  of  them 
beyond  the  provisions  and  regulations  of  existing  ordinances. 
It  is  believed  that  the  arrangements  made  already  by  some 
of  the  northern  Companies,  and  by  express  or  implied  con- 
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sent  or  acquiescence  of  the  Common  Council,  have  reference 
to  some  years  yet  to  come.  Some  of  the  new  lines  not  hav¬ 
ing  exactly  settled  upon  any  thing  like  permanent  accom¬ 
modation  are  rather  indifferent  to  the  whole  matter. 

Scattered  as  the  various  steamboats  now  are  in  the  North 
River,  the  Committee  think  the  time  has  not  yet  arrived  to 
exclude  them  from  their  present  mode  of  regulating  their 
situations — and  the  more  especially  as  the  west  side  of  the 
city  is  so  constantly  exposed  to  storms  and  tempests  and  ice 
for  a  considerable  portion  of  the  year,  as  to  prevent  it  from 
being  a  favorite  with  shipping  merchants.  And  to  this  may 
be  added  the  fact  that  no  line  has  indicated  a  willingness 
much  less  a  desire  for  the  interference  of  the  Corporation. 
In  respect  to  the  East  River,  however,  the  case  is  very  dif¬ 
ferent.  The  piers  and  slips  there  are  constantly  thronged 
and  pressed  with  heavy  commerce  from  various  portions  of  the 
globe.  And  while  all  descriptions  of  commerce,  embracing 
steamboats  and  tow  boats,  should  be  encouraged  and  pro¬ 
tected,  the  Committee,  upon  a  thorough  examination,  do  not 
think  that  any  injustice  will  be  done  by  refusing  exclusive 
privileges  below  some  point  rather  above  the  heaviest  ship¬ 
ping  :  And  they  have  selected  for  this  purpose  Pike  slip. 
Should  this  recommendation  meet  the  sanction  of  the  Cor¬ 
poration,  it  would  seem  that  all  concerned  should  have  early 
notice  thereof  by  the  speedy  action  and  decision  of  both 
Boards. 

And  the  Committee  therefore  respectfully  offer  the  follow¬ 
ing  resolutions  : 

Resolved,  That  after  the  first  of  May  next  the  exclusive 
use  of  any  wharves,  piers  or  slips  on  the  East  river  south  of 
Pike  slip  shall  not  be  granted  for  any  steamboat. 

Resolved,  That  the  Committees  on  Wharves  of  both 
Boards  set  apart  so  much  of  the  wharves  and  slips  directly 
north  of,  and  including  Pike  slip,  as  may  be  necessary  for 
the  accommodation  of  the  steamboats  navigating  the  East 
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river  and  that  the  Comptroller  may  lease  to  the  proprietors 
of  such  boats  the  berths  that  may  be  allotted  for  such  pur¬ 
pose  for  not  more  than  two  years,  on  such  terms  as  may  be 
agreed  on  under  the  direction  of  the  said  Committees. 

Resolved,  That  the  berths  so  appropriated  by  the  said 
Committees  shall  be  designated  as  the  East  River  Steamboat 
Place,  and  set  apart  exclusively  for  the  use  of  steamboats. 

Respectfully  submitted. 

AARON  CLARK,  )  Committee  ori 
D,  p.  INGRAHAM,  ]  Wharves,  pc. 


Boommn  no.  to. 


BOARD  OF  ALDERMEN, 

NOVEMBER  14th,  1836. 


Report  of  the  Street  Committee  on  the  subject  of  extending 
Canal-street  to  the  Bowery ,  and  also  to  Division-street, 
which  was  read,  laid  on  the  table,  and  ordered  to  be 
printed  for  the  use  of  the  members. 

J.  MORTON,  Clerk. 


The  Street  Committee  to  whom  was  refer;*!  the  accom¬ 
panying  petitions,  remonstrances  and  othe-’  papers,  in  rela¬ 
tion  to  the  extension  of  Canal-street  to  JJ*  Bowery,  and  also 
to  Division-street  at  Market  street, 

RESPECTFULLY  REPORT: 

That  during  the  time  they  have  had  this  important  sub¬ 
ject  under  consideration,  they  held  a  meeting  at  the  Street 
Commissioner’s  Office  for  the  purpose  of  investigating  it,  at 
which  a  general  invitation  through  the  newspapers  and  by 
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hand  bills,  posted  in  the  neighborhood  of  the  proposed  im¬ 
provement,  was  given  to  all  persons  interested  to  attend  and 
give  such  information  to  the  Committee  as  would  enable 
them  satisfactorily  to  form  their  opinion.  Among  those  who 
attended  this  meeting,  and  whose  interest  lay  immediately 
on  the  line  of  improvement,  were  a  large  number  of  lessees, 
who  stated  that  their  leases  had  but  about  from  three  to  four 
years  yet  to  run,  and  that  although  the  improvement  might 
be  beneficial  to  the  public,  and  to  the  property ;  yet  as  they 
were  bound  to  pay  all  assessments  ordinary  and  extraordi¬ 
nary,  it  would  be  effected  principally  at  their  expense,  which 
would  be  grievious,  oppressive  and  unjust,  as  their  leases 
would  expire  without  their  deriving  any  benefit  from  the 
improvement.  That  many  of  them  were  in  indigent  cir¬ 
cumstances,  that  to  them,  the  assessment  would  be  ruinous> 
and  that  to  them,  the  extension  of  the  street  could  be  of  no 
possible  benefit.  The  Committee  proceeded  to  note  upon  a 
large  map  in  the  Street  Commissioner’s  Office,  which  exhib¬ 
ited  the  whole  line  of  the  improvement,  the  property  for  and 
against  the  measure,  as  it  was  represented  by  the  persons 
Resent. 

The  owners  of  all  the  ground  on  the  line  of  improvement) 
from  Forsyth  to  Christie-streets,  were  opposed.  Also  the 
owners  ef  the  ground  between  Christie-street  and  the  Bowery, 
Samuel  Stiwell,  John  Drake,  and  others.  Also  on  the  south 
side  of  the  proposed  street,  extending  to  Bayard-street,  the 
owners  were  opposed.  Between  the  Bowery  and  Elizabeth 
street  the  owners  wre  opposed.  From  Elizabeth  to  Mott- 
streets,  the  property  nu-  represented  before  the  Committee. 
From  Mott-street  to  Centre-street,  and  from  Centre-street  to 
Broadway,  those  who  appeared  before  the  Committee  were 
opposed.  In  short  there  were  none  whose  interest  lay  im¬ 
mediately  on  the  line  of  the  improvement,  who  appeared 
before  the  Committee  in  favor. 

Upon  an  examination  of  the  petitions  in  favor  of  the  im- 
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provement,  it  appears  that  the  very  few  among  the  petitioners, 
who  in  signing  their  names  designated  their  locations,  are 
interested  in  property  between  Broadway  and  Hudson-street 
and  in  the  Seventh  Ward :  and  that  among  those  of  them 
that  have  not  designated  their  locations,  many  of  them  live 
in  remote  parts  of  the  city,  and  have  no  greater  interest  than 
citizens  generally.  The  remonstrants  have  almost  invaria¬ 
bly  designated  the  locations  of  their  property,  and  are  direct¬ 
ly  affected  by  the  measure  proposed. 

The  Committee  considering  this  subject  abstractly,  believe 
that  a  thoroughfare  of  this  kind  is  desirable,  and  that  as  the 
steamboats  necessarily  must  in  a  short  time  locate  as  far  up 
as  Pike  slip,  an  avenue  will  be  wanting  for  the  accommoda¬ 
tion  of  their  passengers,  and  for  that  of  the  public,  through 
which  a  free  communication  between  the  eastern  and  west¬ 
ern  portions  df  our  city,  may  be  enjoyed.  But  your  Com¬ 
mittee  are  disposed  under  present  circumstances  to  recom¬ 
mend  this  particular  measure  and  at  this  time ;  neither  are 
they  of  opinion  that  it  is  the  best  to  adopt.  The  extension 
of  Canal-street  would  take  away  a  large  portion  of  valuable 
property,  the  expense  of  which  could  not,  in  the  opinion  of 
your  Committee,  be  defrayed  by  an  assessment.  Much  of 
the  property  in  the  iminediate  vicinity  could  not  be  declared 
to  be  benefitted,  and  could  not  therefore  be  assessed  •  the 
property  on  Walker-street,  between  the  Bowery  and  Mott- 
street,  would  certainly  be  thrown  in  comparative  obscurity. 

Your  Committee  believe  that  a  better  and  more  feasonable 
plan  would  be  to  extend  Canal-street  to  Walker-street,  and 
to  widen  Walker-street  to  Division-street.  The  right  angle 
formed  by  the  bisecting  lines  of  the  two  streets,  would  not  in 
the  least  detract  from  the  improvement,  particularly  as  a 
curve  might  be  introduced  within  the  space  of  a  block  to 
destroy  the  appearance  of  the  angle.  The  advantages  of 
this  plan  over  the  other  will  be  manifest.  It  would  require 
a  less  destruction  of  valuable  property,  Walker-street  being 
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fifty  feet  wide  would  require  to  be  widened  but  twenty-five 
feet  in  addition,  whereas  by  the  other  plan  eighty  feet  in 
width  of  property  would  be  destroyed.  It  will  leave  the 
blocks  of  regular  form.  It  will  not  deteriorate  the  value  of 
property  on  any  other  street,  but  enhance  it  and  consequent¬ 
ly  would  find  a  greater  amount  of  property  to  bear  the  assess¬ 
ment. 

Your  Committee  under  all  the  circumstances  connected 
with  this  subject,  while  they  believe  that  some  public  im¬ 
provement  of  this  kind  is  desirable  and  ought  to  be  made, 
could  it  be  effected  with  justice  to  those  who  would  be  called 
upon  to  bear  the  expense  ;  they  also  believe  that  the  project 
under  consideration  would  not  be  feasonable  and  would  not 
for  the  reasons  just  given  be  the  best  to  adopt.  The  Com¬ 
mittee  therefore  submit  respectfully  the  following  resolution  : 

Resolved,  That  it  is  inexpedient  and  improper  to  grant 
the  prayer  of  the  petitioners,  and  that  it  therefore  be  rejected* 

SAMUEL  PURDY,  ) 

EDWARD  TAYLOR,  >  Street  Committee . 

NEHEMIAH  WATERBURY, ) 


document  NO.  71- 


BOARD  OF  ALDERMEN 

NOVEMBER  14th,  1836. 

Communication  of  the  Street  Commissioner,  in  relation 
to  Boring  for  Water,  which  was  read,  laid  on  the  table, 
and  ordered  to  be  printed  for  the  use  of  the  members. 

J.  MORTON,  Clerk. 


The  Street  Commissioner,  respectfully  communicates  to 
the  Common  Council,  that  ordinances  have  been  passed  for 
boring  for  water  in  Second  street  near  Avenue  D,  and  m 

Lewis  street  near  Houston  street:  that  a  resolution  passed 

the  Common  Council  some  years  since  instructing  the 
Street  Commissioners  not  to  make  contracts  for  boring 
until  the  parties  petitioning  for  the  water  enter  into  bonds 
that  they  will  defray  the  expense  in  case  of  failure  in  ob¬ 
taining  a  supply  of  water  as  in  such  an  event  an  a^ssment 
cannot  be  laid.  As  it  is  in  practice  difficult  to  effect  this, 
the  individuals  being  numerous,  the  undersigned  has  nego¬ 
tiated  an  arrangement  with  Mr.  Disbrow,  in  which  he  will 
agree  to  bore  for  the  water  at  his  own  risk,  he  to  receive  no 
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pay  rales,  he  shall  famish  four  hundred  gallons  per  hour, 
by  paying  ten  dollars  per  foot  intead  of  eight  dollars.  Per- 
taps  h,s  ,s  the  best  p,.»  t0  p„,s„e  „nd,r  *y  circnms JcTs 
He  o^eets,  however,  to  waiting  until  the  money  is  collected 
ra  fae  ^essmen.  before  he  shall  receive  his  compensation, 
fad  and  "P0"  ' X?S  P‘id  “  “«  «  >he  work  i,  eomple- 
«n“me7  ’  "  “  fUr‘heSt  Whe”  the  ™ment  i. 

‘‘W  which  *nthorises  *e  payment  of  a  con- 
act  of  this  description  until  the  money  is  collected,  and 

tTwiTT  ”  Sha" 18  "“de  by  the  Comm°”  Canned 

ho£  Who  P"  n“  diffiCU,,y-  peop,e  in  the  neighbor. 

hood  who  am  really  suffering  for  the  want  of  wafal,  and 
are  wi  ing  to  pay  for  it  in  the  usual  course,  must  re- 
tnn”  Wlt  °Ut  d  undersigned  would  therefore  respeet- 
u  y  recommend,  that  in  these  peculiar  cases,  as  the  cL,. 
ration  can  sustaih  no  loss  but  that  of  interest  during  the  time 

wellHud7  bC°lleC,in?-  ,”'linsn  “'hate  'elating  to 

t™’  “d  P“mps’  ,ha*  ,he  ntaney  be  paid  on  the  confilL- 
tion  of  the  assessment. 

The  amount  to  be  expended  in  wells  annually,  including- 
the  borings,  will  not  exceed  three  thousand  dollars  the  loss 

“*"hu‘7;raonofwhich’thec»“^^ 

to  F„Hh  "1,  ™t  probably  exceed  seventy-five  dol- 
“'jj  h,S.Sma11  sacnfi«  eonvenience  of  our  citizens, 
woddMgmatlyprometo,  and  theworkmore  promptly  and 
cheaply  done,  as  this  species  of  contractors  are  generally 
paor  men  and  cannotwell  wait  the  usual  time  for  their  com 

That  wells  and  pumps  and  borings  for  water 
topt  dfor  upon  the  conflrmation  of  the  assessments,  and 

•berefon  *W°  ,h0nSa"d  d°llaK  **  >PP'»Priated 

JOHN  EWEN,  Jr.  Street  Commissioner. 


DOCUMENT  NO.  72. 

BOARD  OP  ALDERMEN, 

NOVEMBER  14th,  1836. 


Statement  from  the  Comptroller  with  an  Ordinance  mak¬ 
ing  sundry  additional  appropriations  for  the  year  1836. 

J.  MORTON,  Clerk. 


CoinrTRoLLEu’s  Office,  November  14,  1836. 

The  undersigned  respectfully  represents  to  the  Common 
Council,  that  several  of  the  annual  appropriations  will  require 
additional  sums. 

The  appropriation  for  the  Alms  House,  Bridewell  and 
Penitentiary  require  an  addition.  The  original  appropria¬ 
tion  of  $160,000  is  expended.  From  an  interview  with  the 
Commissioners,  and  a  statement  made  by  the  Superintend- 
•ant,  it  appears  that  there  has  been  during  the  year,  is  now 
and  probably  will  be,  a  greater  number  of  persons  in  the 
different  establishments  under  charge,  than  there  ever  was 
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before.  The  price  of  all  the  articles  consumed  is  nearly 
doubled,  viz The  price  of  flour  is  double,  and  of  which 
eighteen  barrels  is  used  every  day.  Butcher’s  meat  is  25 
per  cent,  more,  molases  25  cents  per  gallon  more,  wood  from 
50  to  75  per  cent  more,  (of  which  article  they  have  not  laid 
in  their  usual  supply,  either  for  the  institutions  or  the  out¬ 
door  poor,)  and  all  other  necessaries  in  proportion. 

The  Commissioners  and  Superintendent  are  of  opinion, 
that  $50,000  more  will  be  required  to  prepare  for  winter 
and  carry  them  into  the  month  of  January. 

The  next  is  for  the  accommodation  for  the  South  Ferry 
at  Whitehall  slip.  The  appropriation  was  $8,000.  This 
sum  has  been  expended  and  bills  presented  for  a  balance  of 
$2,478  21-100.  The  Company  who  have  leased  the  Ferry 
have  engaged  to  pay  7  per  cent,  on  the  expenditure  during 
the  continuance  of  the  lease,  (see  resolutions  approved  15th 
May,  1835,)  and  by  a  resolution  approved  29th  July,  1835. 
The  Street  Commissioner  is  directed  to  build  the  bulkhead 
and  furnish  the  accommodation  for  said  Ferry,  which  has 
been  done,  the  above  amount  approved  by  him,  and  which  is 
now  due  sundry  individuals. 

The  next  is  for  county  contingencies.  The  original  ap¬ 
propriation  was  $30,000.  There  has  been  expended  under 
this  account,  and  properly  chargeable  thereto,  under  the  Dog 
Law,  $4,731  50-100,  for  iron  railing  around  the  City  Hall 
$2,372  47-100,  for  the  fire  in  Wall-street,  by  power  vested 
in  his  Honor  the  Mayor,  $5,029  11-100,  for  accommodation 
for  the  Post  Office  $4,132  86-100,  under  power  to  the  Com¬ 
mittee  on  Public  Offices  and  Repairs.  There  are  a  number 
of  accounts  now  suspended,  and  as  near  as  I  can  judge  there 
will  be  wanted  $15,000  to  complete  the  account  for  the 
year. 

The  next  is  for  Courts.  The  original  appropriation 
$33,000.  The  heavy  criminal  trials  during  the  summer 
have  increased  this  expenditure.  I  believe  $5,000  will  be 
sufficient. 
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For  Elections  the  appropriation  was  $6,000.  I  think 
%1,000  will  be  required. 

For  Fire  Department  the  appropriation  was  $60,000.  This 
is  not  yet  expended  by  $5,000,  but  the  continual  expenses 
at  the  yard  for  repairs  to  Engines,  new  Hose,  and  building 
and  repairing  Engine  Houses,  See.  will  require  at  least  $5,000 
to  finish  this  year. 

Justices’  Courts,  original  appropriation  $13,400.  The 
increase  of  the  salary  of  the  Clerks  and  dated  back,  &c.  is 
the  cause  of  the  above,  and  should  the  salaries  of  the  Justices 
also  be  increased,  more  will  still  be  wanted.  This  addition, 
should  be  $3,000. 

Police,  original  appropriation  $24,000.  The  increase  of 
number  of  Sunday  Officers  to  each  Ward,  the  Day  Officers 
in  the  6th  Ward,  &c.  will  require  about  $3,000  more  to  be 
appropriated. 

Printing  and  Stationary,  original  appropriation  $18,000. 
This  sum  will  not  meet  the  necessary  expenditure.  The 
printing  for  the  Boards  has  increased.  The  printing  of  the 
back  Minutes  by  order  of  the  former  Board,  and  the  Law 
Books,  Maps,  Stationary,  &c.  requisite  for  the  members  and 
the  officers,  has  increased,  and  $7,000  will  be  required  to 
pay  the  accounts  for  this  year. 

Wells  and  Pumps  original  appropriation  $6,500.  This 
account  will  require  $1,000  more  this  year. 

By  a  resolution  approved  September  15  th,  1835,  the  5th 
Avenue  between  86th  and  107th-streets,  was  directed  to  be 
worked  as  a  road,  provided  the  expence  thereof  did  not  ex¬ 
ceed  $1500.  This  has  not  been  done  until  now,  and  the 
Street  Commissioner  desires  the  appropriation  to  be  made, 
the  directions  of  the  Common  Council  for  performing  work 
has  gone  beyond  the  general  appropriation  for  1836.  It  also 
appears  by  the  Street  Commissioner’s  statement,  that  the 
work  doing  under  contract  for  McAdamizing  3d  Avenue 
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from  125th  to  129th-streets,  will  require  an  appropriation  op 
$5,600,  and  that  the  contracts  for  working  79th-street  from 
5th  Avenue  to  the  East  river,  there  is  due  a  balance  which 
requires  an  appropriation  of  $1,614  99400.  As  the  above 
have  been  directed  to  be  done  by  the  Common  Council,  and 
contracts  have  been  made  by  the  Street  Commissioner,  there¬ 
for  the  requisite  appropriation  should  be  made  to  meet  the  • 
expenditure. 

The  undersigned  herewith  submits  an  ordinance  making 
appropriations  to  meet  the  expenditures  stated  in  his  report. 

All  which  is  respectfully  submitted. 

D.  D.  WILLIAMSON,  Comptroller, 


AN  ORDINANCE. 


The  Mayor,  Aldermen  and  Commonalty  of  the  City  of 
New-York,  in  Common  Council  convened,  do  ordain  as  fol¬ 
lows-’: — 


That  to  defray  the  expenses  of  the  City  and  County  of 
New-York  for  the  current  year,  (ending  on  the  31st  of  De¬ 
cember)  the  following  additional  sums  be,  and  the  same  are 
hereby  appropriated  under  the  several  heads  of  accounts  re¬ 
spectively,  viz : 


For  Alms  House,  Bridewell  and  Penitentiary,  $50,000 
“  Bulkhead,  &c.  at  Whitehall  slip,  (special)  .  2,478  21 
“  County  Contingencies,  .  .  .  15,000 

“  Courts,  .....  5,000 
“  Elections,  .....  1,000 
“  Fire  Department,  ....  5,000 
“  Justices’  Courts,  ....  3,000 
“  Police,  .....  3,000 
“  Printing  and  Stationary,  .  .  .  7,000 

“  Wells  and  Pumps,  .  .  .  .  1,000 

“  Working  5th  Avenue  between  86th  and  107th- 

streets,  (special)  .  .  .  1,500 

“  Working  79th-street  from  5th  Avenue  to  East 

river,  (balance)  .  .  .  1,614  99 

“  McAdamizing  3d  Avenue  from  125th  to  130th- 

street,  .....  5,600 


Adopted  by  the  Board  of  Assistants,  November  14, 1836. 
Adopted  by  the  Board  of  Aldermen,  November  14, 1836, 
Approved  by  the  Mayor,  November  15,  1836. 

J.  MORTON,  Clerk, 


:.o^u  vie 
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DOCUMENT  NO.  73- 


BOARD  OF  ALDERMEN, 

OCTOBER  10  th,  1836. 


Report  of  the  Committee  on  Salaries  on  the  petition  of 
sundry  Cartmen  for  increase  of  pay,  which  was  read 
and  adopted. 

J.  MORTON,  Clerk. 


The  Committee  on  Salaries  of  the  Board  of  Aldermen,  to 
whom  was  referred  the  annexed  petition  of  sundry  cartmen 
for  increase  of  the  rates  of  cartage, 

RESPECTFULLY  REPORT : 

That  they  have  had  the  same  under  consideration,  and 
that  as  the  expense  of  living  of  all  classes  has  very  much 
increased  within  the  past  year,  and  which  bears  with  par¬ 
ticular  hardship  on  the  cartmen,  who  have  not  only  to  sup¬ 
port  their  families,  but  their  horses,  and  keep  their  carts  in 
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order,  to  do  which  require  ,very  additional  means  to  those 
usually  necessary  for  these  purposes.  They  think  that  the 
prayer  for  an  addition  to  the  rates  of  cartage  is  reasonable 
and  just,  and  recommend  the  passage  of  the  following  ordi¬ 
nance  : 


A  LAW 


To  amend  a  Law  entitled  a  Law  to  regulate  Carts  and 
Cartmen. 


It  shall  and  may  be  lawful  for  the  licensed  cartmen  of  this 
city  to  ask  and  receive  in  addition  to  the  rates  now  fixed  by 
law,  the  further  sum  of  25  per  cent,  on  such  rates. 


EGBERT  BENSON, 
IRA  B.  WHEELER, 
D.  BANKS, 


Committee 
on  Salaries. 


Adopted  by  the  Board  of  Aldermen,  October  10,  1836. 
Adopted  by  the  Board  of  Assistants,  November  14, 1836. 
Approved  by  the  Mayor,  November  16, 1836. 

J.  MORTON,  Clerk. 


DOCUMENT  Iff©.  7 q.. 


BO  AMD  OF  ALDERMEN, 

OCTOBER  10th,  1836. 

Report  of  the  Committee  on  Salaries  on  the  petition  of 
sundry  Lamplighters  for  an  increase  of  pay,  which  was 
read  and  adopted. 

J.  MORTON,  Clerk. 


The  Committee  on  Salaries  of  the  Board  of  Aldermen,  to 
whom  was  referred  the  annexed  petition  of  the  Lamplighters 
for  increase  of  pay, 

RESPECTFULLY  REPORT : 

That  they  have  had  some  of  the  petitioners  before  them, 
and  from  the  representations  made  by  them  of  the  nature  and 
extent  of  the  labor  and  work  performed  by  the  Lamplighters 
and  as  their  duties  occupy  so  much  of  their  time  as  to  pre¬ 
vent  their  attending  to  any  other  business,  except  occasion- 
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ally,  and  require  active,  attentive  and  careful  men  for  the 
performance  of  them.  Your  Committee  think  that  under 
existing  circumstances,  their  remuneration  should  be  in¬ 
creased,  and  that  they  should  therefore  receive  the  same  pay 
for  every  night  as  they  do  for  those  nights,  in  which  they 
light  the  lamps,  as  prayed  for  by  the  petitioners,  and  recom¬ 
mend  the  following  resolution : 

Resolved,  That  the  Lamplighters  of  the  city  of  New- York, 
receive  the  same  pay  for  the  nights  the  lamps  are  not  lighted 
as  if  they  lighted  the  same,  so  that  they  will  receive  pay  for 
every  night  in  the  year. 


EGBERT  BENSON, 
D.  BANKS, 

IRA  B.  WHEELER, 


Committee 
on  Salaries. 


Adopted  by  the  Board  of  Aldermen,  October  10,  1836. 
Adopted  by  the  Board  of  Assistants,  November  14, 1836. 
Approved  by  the  Mayor,  November  16,  1836. 

J.  MORTON,  Clerk. 


DOCUMENT  NO.  75. 


BOARD  OF  ALDERMEN, 

OCTOBER  10th,  1836. 

Report  of  the  Committee  on  Salaries  on  the  petition  of 
Joseph  Hadlock  and  others,  watchmen ,  for  increase  of 
pay,  which  was  read  and  adopted. 

J.  MORTON,  Clerk. 


The  Committee  on  Salaries  of  the  Board  of  Aldermen,  to 
whom  was  referred  the  annexed  petition  of  Joseph  Hadlock 
and  others,  watchmen,  for  increase  of  pay, 

RESPECTFULLY  REPORT : 

That  taking  into  consideration  the  great  increase  in  the 
price  of  the  necessaries  for  the  supply  of  a  family,  and  the 
various  articles  of  provisions,  and  the  exposure  and  risk  at¬ 
tending  the  duties  of  watchmen,  your  Committee  think  the 
request  of  the  petitioners  reasonable  and  should  be  granted. 
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and  particularly  as  at  the  present  time,  their  attendance  at 
fires  is  more  than  usually  necessary  and  required,  and  which 
is  a  duty  which  adds  much  to  their  labor.  Your  Commit¬ 
tee  therefore  recommend  that  the  10th  section  of  the  2d  Title 
of  the  Law  entitled  a  Law  to  regulate  the  City  Watch,  be 
amended  by  adding  after  the  word  dollar,  the  words  “  and 
twenty-five  cents,”  so  that  the  section  amended  will  read: 

i  10.  To  each  of  the  said  watchmen  and  substitutes  shall 
be  paid  for  their  services  for  every  night  they  may  be  on 
duty,  the  sum  of  one  dollar  and  twenty-five  cents. 


IRA  B.  WHEELER,  )  on  JSalanes- 


Adopted  by  the  Board  df  Aldermen,  October  10,  1835. 
Adopted  by  the  Board  of  Assistants,  November  14, 1836. 
Approved  by  the  Mayor,  November  16,  1836. 

J.  MORTON,  Clerk. 


DOCUMENT  no.  76. 


BOARD  OF  A  jL  D EBMEJf, 

OCTOBER  3d,  1836. 


Communication  from  the  Comptroller  in  relation  to  an 
encroachment  on  the  public  property,  west  side  Third 
Avenue,  between  48 th  and  57th  Street-Communication 
read,  and  the  annexed  Resolution  adopted. 

J.  MORTON,  Clerk. 


Resolved,  That  the  Comptroller  and  Street  Commission¬ 
er  be  directed,  (under  the  advice  of  the  Counsel,)  to  have 
the  fence  lately  put  up  between  48th  and  57th  streets,  dis¬ 
tant  from  60  to  80  feet  from  the  west  side  of  the  Sd  Avenue 
on  the  property  belonging  to  the  city,  removed,  and  that  he 
cause  a  survey  of  the  division  line  between  the  public  pro¬ 
perty  and  that  of  the  individuals  who  put  up  said  fence  to 
be  made,  and  deposited  in  the  Comptroller’s  office. 


Doc.  No.  76.] 

Comptrollers  Office,  October  3, 1836. 

To  the  Common  Council  of  the  City  of  New  York  : 

It  has  become  my  duty  under  the  1st  section  of  the >  Law 

creating  a  Department  of  Finance,  and  prescribing  the  duUe 

of  the  officers  thereof,  to  Report,  that  an  encr^h“^d  57th 
been  made  on  the  pubhc  property^ bet' wet m 
streets  by  erecting  a  fence  on  the  west  side  of  the  I  hira 
Avenue,  iout  80  let  on  the  public  property  between  48  h 
and  53^  streets,  and  about  k60  feet  between  53d  and  57th 

Tam  satisfied  from  an  examination  of  the  maps  in  our 
p0  s  In,  that  an  unjust  claim  is  interned  to  ta-  upffi 
said  property.  And  I  am  confirmed  m  this  belief  by 
oninion  of  the  Street  Commissioner. 

The  action  of  the  Common  Council  in  this  matter  is 

spectfully  requested. 

Respectfully  *^m“te^ILUAMS0N,  amptrdhr- 

Adopted  by  the  Board  of  Aldermen,  October  3d,  1836. 
Adopted  by  the  Board  of  Assistants,  October  3d,  1836. 
Approved  by  the  Mayor,  October  7  aerk. 


Eeamaeux  wc,  *7- 


BOARS  OP  ASSRRMB3S, 

OCTOBER  3d,  1836. 

Report  of  the  Committee  on  Roads  and  Canals ,  in  favor 
of  opening  Avenue  Bfrom  83 d  to  86 th  street ,  which  was 
read  and  adopted. 

J.  MORTON,  Clerk. 


The  Committee  on  Roads  and  Canals,  to  whom  was  re¬ 
ferred  the  petition  for  opening  Avenue  B  from  84th  to  86th 
street, 


REPORT : 

That  this  Avenue  leads  from  the  foot  of  86th  street  where 
the  ferry  is  established ;  that  it  is  asked  for  by  the  petitioners 
who  own  property  on  that  Avenue  and  84th  street.  That 
84th  street  is  opened  and  83d  street  is  now  ordered  opened, 
and  this  Avenue  is  asked  for  to  allow  a  passage  from  the 
foot  of  these  streets  to  the  ferry.  A  remonstrance  has  been 
presented  from  the  owner  of  a  part  of  the  premises  to  be 
taken,  against  the  same,  which  is  hereto  annexed. 
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Your  Committee  in  order  to  render  the  assessment  more 
equal  hare  thought  it  proper  to  extend  to  opening  to  83d 
street  and  they  offer  the  following  resolution  t 

Resolved,  That  Areuue  B  be  opened  from  83d  to  86th 
street,  and  that  the  Counsel  of  the  Board  take  the  necessa  y 
measures  to  carry  this  resolution  into  effect. 

D  P.  INGRAHAM,  ?  Committee  on 

JOHN  V.  GREENFIELD,  $  Roads. 

Adopted  by  th*  Board  of  Aldermen,  October  3d,  1836. 

Adopted  by  the  Board  of  Assistants,  October  5th,  1836. 

Approved  by  the  Mayor,  October  ^ 


DOCUMENT  NO.  78- 


BOARD  OF  ALDERMEN, 

SEPTEMBER  26th,  1836. 


Report  of  the  Committee  on  Lands  and  Places  in  favor 
of  taking  the  public  square  between  one  hundred  and 
twentieth-street  and  one  hundred  and  twenty  fourth 
street ,  which  was  read  and  adopted. 

J.  MORTON,  Clerk. 


Resolved ,  That  the  Committee  on  Lands  and  Places  in¬ 
quire  into  the  expediency  of  taking  the  square  laid  out  be¬ 
tween  120th  and  124th-streets  and  the  4th  and  6th  avenues 
for  public  purposes  in  the  usual  manner. 

The  Committee  on  Lands  and  Places  to  whom  was  re¬ 
ferred  the  annexed  resolution,  would 

RESPECTFULLY  REPORT  : 

That  they  have  had  under  consideration  the  subject  and 
are  of  an  opinion,  that  the  said  square  alluded  to  in  the 
resolution  annexed  would  be  an  improvement  called  for  by 
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that  portion  of  the  city.  The  Committee  are  therefore  of 
the  opinion  that  the  public  square  should  be  taken  and  set 
apart  for  public  purposes. 

The  form  of  the  land  is  such  as  to  render  it  very  neces¬ 
sary  that  the  same  should  be  improved  and  that  the  trees  on 
it  should  be  preserved.  It  is  also  desirable  that  the  centre 
or  top  of  the  hill  should  belong  to  the  city,  so  that  the  Cor¬ 
poration  may  at  any  future  period  erect  a  building  on  it, 
such  a  building  might  be  erected  at  a  small  expense,  which 
would  overlook  the  whole  island.  Offers  as  your  Committee 
are  informed  have  already  been  made  to  pay  the  whole 
interest  on  the  cost  and  to  erect  such  building  on  an  ordinary 
base  at  the  expense  of  the  lessee,  and  the  Committee  think 
it  expedient  that  at  least  150  feet  in  the  centre  should  belong 
to  the  city.  The  following  resolutions  are  therefore  offered. 

Resolved ,  That  the  ground  between  120th  and  124th- 
street  and  the  4th  and  6th  avenue  be  taken  and  set  apart  for 
a  public  square,  and  that  the  Counsel  take  the  necessary 
legal  measures  to  carry  this  resolution  into  effect. 

Resolved ,  That  150  feet  in  the  centre  of  the  square  be 
charged  by  the  Commissioners  to  the  city. 

SAMUEL  JUDD, 

D.  RANDELL. 

Adopted  by  the  Board  of  Aldermen,  September  26, 1836. 

Adopted  by  the  Board  of  Assistants,  October  17, 1836, 

Approved  by  the  Mayor,  October  20,  1836. 

J.  MORTON,  Clerk. 


DOCUMENT  NO.  79. 


BOARD  OF  ALDERMEN, 

DECEMBER  7,  1836. 

Report  of  the  Joint  Special  Committee,  on  the  application  of 
the  Harlaem  Rail  Road  Company,  to  extend  their  rails 
further  down  town. — Ordered  to  he  printed  for  the  use  of 
the  members. 

D.  T.  VALENTINE,  Assistant  Clerk. 


The  Joint  Special  Committee  of  both  Boards,  to  whom  was 
referred  the  communication  from  Abraham  R.  Lawrence,  Esq. 
as  President  of  the  New  York  and  Harlaem  Rail  Road  Com¬ 
pany,  together  with  the  resolution  directing  said  Committee 
to  ascertain  the  views  of  the  Company  concerning  the  rail 
road,  and  the  expediency  of  continuing  the  rails  further  down 
town,  respectfully 

REPORT: 

That  they  have  carefully  examined  and  considered  the  mat¬ 
ters  submitted  to  them.  Mr.  Lawrence  appeared  before  the 
Committee  and  stated,  in  accordance  with  the  above  commu¬ 
nication,  that  said  Company  were  making  rapid  progress 
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towards  the  completion  of  their  rail  road  to  Harlaem;  and  sug¬ 
gests  for  the  consideration  of  the  Common  Council,  whether 
the  facilities  of  rail  road  conveyance  to  so  extensive  and  im¬ 
proving  a  section  of  our  island,  as  this  road  is  intended  to  ac¬ 
commodate,  may  not  call  for  the  extension  of  their  rails  farther 
down  town. 

Soon  after  their  appointment,  the  Committee  deemed  it  ad¬ 
visable  to  fix  some  proposed  limit  for  the  proposed  extension 
of  this  rail  road  for  the  present,  and  thereupon  directed  notice 
to  be  given  in  the  public  papers  of  the  city,  that  a  proposition 
was  before  the  Common  Council  for  allowing  said  Company 
to  lay  their  rails,  by  double  track,  from  Prince  street  to  W alker 
street,  and  time  and  place  were  mentioned  for  objections  to  be 
presented.  No  persons  appeared  to  oppose,  and  no  remon¬ 
strance  has  been  offered,  except  one  signed  by  William  Hib¬ 
bard,  and  four  other  persons,  which  does  not  seem  in  good 
reason  to  be  entitled  to  weight  sufficient  to  prevent  the  grant¬ 
ing  the  above  mentioned  permission,  for  the  considerations 
hereinafter  set  forth. 

The  Committee  have  been  furnished  with  maps  of  the  cities 
of  Philadelphia  and  Baltimore.  By  these  it  appears  that  in  the 
former  the  great  Columbia  Rail  Road  is  carried  down  the  Pen- 
sylvania  avenue  and  through  Willow  street  to  the  Delaware 
River,  and  through  Broad  street,  and  also  through  the  most 
busy  and  thronged  parts  of  High  or  Market  street;  through 
Dock  street  to  the  Delaware  River,  and  through  Southwark  by 
the  way  of  Prince  street,  to  the  same  river.  And  that  in  Bal¬ 
timore  the  Susquehanna  Rail  Road  is  brought  to  North  street, 
near  Colonel  Howards ;  and  that  the  Baltimore  and  Ohio  Rail 
Road  passes  from  the  Carrolton  Viaduct,  at  Gwinn’s  Falls,  to 
West  Pratt  street,  and  thence  in  a  straight  line  for  a  mile  to 
East  Pratt  street,  touching  the  very  shore  of  the  great  basin 
or  bay,  and  finally  uniting  with  the  Baltimore  and  Port  Depo¬ 
sit  Rail  Road.  Thus,  in  both  of  these  rival  cities  rails  are 
laid  through  and  across  some  of  the  most  busy  and  crowded 
thoroughfares. 


415 


[Doc.  No.  79. 

The  Committee  have  taken  much  pains  to  ascertain  the 
feelings  and  opinions  of  the  people,  generally,  of  those  ci¬ 
ties,  and  especially  of  those  who  own  or  occupy  along  the 
streets  through  which  the  rails  are  there  laid;  and  whether 
they  were  opposed  or  not  to  the  continuance  and  further  ex¬ 
tension  of  them ;  and  they  have  not  been  able  to  find  that  any 
dissatisfaction  now  prevails  on  this  subject  in  either  city ;  but 
are  informed  that  branches  are  desired  in  other  places  than 
those  already  supplied,  having  declared  their  preference  for 
rails  instead  of  stages  and  omnibuses. 

In  regard  to  the  “  views”  of  the  Harlaem  Rail  Road  Com¬ 
pany,  they  -consist,  principally,  in  a  wish  to  have  leave  to  bring 
their  cars  somewhere  into  the  neighborhood  of  the  Park. 
Doubtless,  Centre  street,  when  the  widening  and  regulating 
shall  have  been  completed,  would  be  the  best,  and  probably 
the  least  objectionable  route  for  such  purpose.  It  would  be 
direct  and  spacious,  and  the  Halls  of  Justice  and  House  of 
Detention  are  on  that  street,  and  the  Post  Office  is  in  Cham¬ 
bers  street,  near  Chatham  street.  These  must  be  the  stopping 
and  starting  places,  daily,  of  many  hundreds  of  persons.  It 
would  be  just  to  remember  too,  that  the  spacious  openings 
forming  the  natural  termination  of  this  route,  increase  the  pro¬ 
prieties  of  such  a  measure.  But  the  assessment  for  Centre 
street  is  but  just  now  completed,  and  it  is  justly  apprehended 
that  a  long  time  must  elapse  before  Centre  street  can  be  in  a 
situation  to  warrant  the  laying  of  rails  on  it,  should  such  a 
procedure  be  authorized  by  the  Common  Council.  Where¬ 
upon  the  Company  earnestly  desire  to  be  allowed  to  continue 
their  rail  road  to  Walker  street,  to  which  place  the  Bowery 
is  very  wide  ;  because,  should  it  hereafter  be  required,  they 
would  take  them  up,  and  place  them  where  it  shall  hereafter 
be  agreed. 

It  can  scarcely  be  doubted  that,  ere  long,  rail  roads  will  be 
extended  from  the  Harlaem  River  to  Albany,  and  to  Boston. 
Then  this  Harlaem  Rail  Road  will  become  of  immense  im¬ 
portance  to  the  people  of  this  city,  and  to  the  county.  Even 
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now,  a  grant  has  been  made  for  one  from  Harlaem  to  Albany, 
on  the  east  side  of  the  Hudson,  which,  when  completed,  will 
connect  this  city  with  every  settlement  on  the  great  route  to 
Buffalo,  and,  of  course,  with  a  vast  country,  whose  produce 
and  citizens  cannot  conveniently  nor  cheaply  reach  us  during 
winter  without  it.  Surveys  are  made,  and  must  attract  the 
patronage  of  New  York  as  the  only  means  at  present  known 
to  prevent  the  western  trade  from  going  from  Albany  to  Bos¬ 
ton  during  the  winter,  and  which,  when  once  turned  from  us, 
will  never  all  return.  And  it  must  be  admitted,  that  an  east¬ 
ern  rail  road,  connecting  our.  city,  particularly  in  winter,  with 
the  interior  of  Connecticut  and  Massachusetts,  as  well  as  with 
Boston,  would,  whether  or  not  it  should  be  profitable  to  the 
stockholders,  be  of  importance  to  the  prosperity  of  our  city. 

It  seems  to  the  Committee  that  the  Harlaem  Rail  Road  will 
prove  the  pioneer  of  similar  improvements  in  our  neighborhood, 
that  must,  inevitably,  benefit  every  portion  of  our  island.  It 
being  indispensable  that  residents,  far  from  the  centre  of  bush, 
ness,  should  be  able,  in  a  cheap  and  expeditious  manner,  to  reach 
their  places  of  trade.  This  road  is  cheap  in  its  fare,  affords  a 
pleasing  and  healthy  excursion,  and  being  fenced  at  its  princi¬ 
pal  precipices,  and  the  car  drawn  by  horses,  is  deemed  very 
safe.  The  construction  of  this  road,  together  with  the  prepa¬ 
rations  for  using  it,  have  amounted  to  great  and  unexpected 
expenditure  by  the  stockholders,  and  having  thus  far  perse¬ 
vered  in  good  faith  to  complete  the  same,  they  consider  them, 
selves  deserving  the  favorable  notice  of  the  City  Councils,  It 
is  here  worthy  of  remark,  that  all  future  settlement  of  this 
island  must  be  such  as  will  be  greatly  aided  by  the  success  of 
this  Company.  The  island  is  narrow,  and  while  we  accom¬ 
modate  with  ferries,  almost  to  an  unlimited  number,  those  who 
settle  in  places  beyond  our  jurisdiction,  and  who,  often,  to  the 
inconvenience  of  our  commerce,  have  great  facilities  for  com¬ 
ing  into  and  leaving  our  city,  and  who  are  exempted  from 
personal  taxes,  and  many  other  of  our  burthens,  the  Committee 
fleem  it  becoming  in  the  public  authorities  to  sanction  and  en- 
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courage  every  fair  and  proper  enterprize  calculated  to  induce 
those  to  occupy  our  own  island,  who  may  contribute  towards 
the  expenses  of  the  City  Government. 

Thte  Company  have  communicated  to  the  Committee  that, 
although,  as  yet,  the  cars  pass  no  farther  than  to  Yorkville, 
they  have,  during  the  past  year  accommodated  nearly  two 
thousand  persons  per  day.  Now,  by  one  moment’s  recur¬ 
rence  to  the  message  of  his  Honor,  the  Mayor  for  this  year, 
it  will  be  perceived  that  in  a  few  years  they  will  be  required 
to  accommodate  many  times  that  number.  He  remarks — 
“  Our  commercial  success  is  no  longer  matter  of  experiment — 
tnis  is  indicated  as  the  commercial  metropolis  of  the  Union — 
vvith  a  population  of  nearly  300,000  souls,  steadily  and  rapidly 
increasing — a  climate  conducive  to  health,  and  all  the  natural 
and  artificial  means  to  encourage  the  various  branches  of  trade, 
it  may  confidently  be  anticipated,  that  within  the  next  half 
century,  our  city  will  contain  a  million  of  inhabitants,  and  con¬ 
trol  a  commerce  second  only  to  the  first  city  in  the  old  world.” 
If  this  be  so,  and  the  Committee  do  not  doubt  it,  settlement 
and  business  must  rapidly  advance  towards  the  north  point  of 
this  island,  and  they  must  and  will  be  accommodated  with 
this,  or  some  other  agreeable  conveyance  to  the  south  point  of 
it.  They  will  not,  and  ought  not  to  be  content,  unnecessarily  ? 
to  pay  double  fare.  It  must  be  so,  without  some  reasonable 
extension  of  these  rails  further  south.  In  bad  weather  Prince 
street  is  too  far  north  to  allow  us  to  believe  that  men,  women 
and  children  can  come  on  foot  to  Maiden  lane  without  com¬ 
plaint  ;  they  must  indeed  take  to  the  omnibuses  and  hacks. 
As  it  will  be  admitted  that  the  improvement  and  settlement  of 
this  island  should  find  the  Corporation  their  friend  and  advo¬ 
cate,  it  is  respectfully  submitted  that  the  prayer  of  the  Com¬ 
pany  should  be  granted. 

The  continuance  of  the  rails  now  asked  for  will,  at  all 
times,  be  subject  to  the  control  and  regulation  of  the  Common 
Council,  and  the  nearer  it  comes  to  the  Park,  the  more  useful 
also  will  it  be  to  all  the  people. 
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The  Committee  therefore  recommend,  that  the  said  Com¬ 
pany  should  be  authorized  to  continue  their  rails  to  Walker 
street,  and,  therefore,  they  respectfully  offer  for  adoption  the 
following  resolution : 

Resolved,  That  the  New  York  and  Harlaem  Rail  Road 
Company  be  permitted,  and  the  Common  Council  hereby  con¬ 
sent,  so  far  as  their  rights  extend,  that  the  New  York  and 
Harlaem  Rail  Road  Company  may  continue  their  rails,  by 
single  or  double  track,  southerly  from  the  north  line  of  Prince 
street,  to  the  north  line  of  Walker  street,  subject  to  the 'same 
conditions  and  restrictions  which  the  Common  Council  hereto¬ 
fore  imposed  upon  the  said  Company,  in  respect  to  that  part 
of  the  said  road  between  Prince  street  and  23d  street,  as  pro¬ 
vided  by  the  ordinances  of  the  Common  Council,  May  20, 
J.832,  All  which  is  respectfully  submitted. 


AARON  CLARK. 

J.  WESTERVELT, 
C.  S.  WOODHULL. 
A.  Y.  WILLIAMS, 
IRA  B.  WHEELER, 


Joint  and 
Special  Committee, 


REFORT 


OP  THE 

COMMITTEE  OUT  WHARVES, 


RELATIVE  TO  THE  ERECTION 


GREAT  PIER  IN  THE  NORTH  RIVER. 


DQCVME1T  NO,  80* 


NEW  YORK: 

PRINTED  BY  WILLIAM  B.  TOWNSEND. 
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BOARD  OF  ALDERMEN. 


DECEMBER  7,  1836. 


Report  of  the  Committee  on  Wharves,  on  the  several  messages 
of  his  Honor  the  Mayor,  relative  to  a  great  pier  for  the 
North  River,  and  concerning  the  present  wharves,  slips  and 
piers  of  the  city.  Laid  on  the  table,  and  directed  to  be 
printed  for  the  use  of  the  members. 

D.  T,  VALENTINE,  Assistant  Clerk. 


The  Committee  on  Wharves,  Slips  and  Piers,  to  whom  was 
referred  so  much  of  the  message  of  his  Honor  the  Mayor,  of 
June  13,  1836,  as  relates  to  wharves,  &c.,  also  the  message  of 
the  same  officer,  communicating  the  proceedings  of  the  citizens 
;at  a  meeting  held  at  the  City  Hall,  on  the  5th  day  of  May* 
1836,  for  considering  the  proposition  to  construct  a  great  pier 
and  basin,  in  the  North  River,  and  which  Committee  were 
also  requested  to  obtain  surveys,  &c.  of  certain  portions  of  the 
North  River,  respectfully 

REPORT: 

That  they  entered  upon  the  duties  assigned  to  them,  and 
have  deliberately  and  impartially  pursued  their  investigations. 
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endeavoring,  at  all  times,  to  regard  most  scrupulously  the  rights 
of  all  the  citizens,  and  the  requirements  of  this  city;  as  well  as 
to  consult  and  to  act  for  the  present  and  future  interests  of  all. 
The  researches  and  examinations  of  the  Committee  have  been 
the  more  extended,  and  their  statements  the  more  particular, 
from  a  conviction  that  upon  the  action  of  the  Common  Council 
depend  much  of  the  growth,  future  grandeur,  and  prosperity 
of  this  commercial  metropolis. 

It  is  well  observed  by  the  Mayor,  in  his  message  of  July 
18,  183G,  “  That  the  importance  of  the  commerce  of  the  city 
of  New  York  is  universally  admitted,  and  any  measure  to  give 
ipcreased  facilities  to  shipping,  should  have  due  consideration,” 
The  subjeqt  of  suitable  berths,  and  other  conveniences,  for  ves¬ 
sels,  has  for  many  years  received  the  anxious  attention  of  many 
of  our  most  useful  citizens,  as  well  as  the  serious  deliberation 
of  the  City  Councils.  But  no  definite  acceptable  propositions 
have  been  heretofore  submitted  for  adoption ;  no  plan  suggested 
nor  proceedings  had,  whose  object  was  to  change  the  practice, 
to  this  day,  and  at  present  pursued,  of  extending  small  short 
piers  across  the  currents  from  the  shore  into  the  bay  and 
rivers.  In  1832,  the  growing  deficiencies  of  wharf  and  slip 
jroom,  had  become  so  generally  manifest,  that  serious  wishes 
were  entertained  to  extend  and  improve  our  commercial  ac¬ 
commodations  ;  no  thought  however,  of  any  aid  for  the  shipping 
interest  of  the  North  River  was  therein  contemplated,  as  will 
be  seen  by  the  following  resolution,  adopted  by  the  Mayor  and 
Common  Council  in  March,  1832  : 

“  Resolved,  That  the  Street  Commissioner  be,  and  he  is  here¬ 
by  authorized  and  required  to  obtain  information  by  plans,  pro¬ 
files,  elevations,  drawings,  and  descriptions  of  coffer  dams, 
stone  piers,  wharves,  &c.,  adapted  to  the  present  situation  of 
the  East  River.” 

In  pursuance  of  this  resolution,  Benjamin  Wright,  Esq.  then 
Street  Commissioner,  reported,  that  “  he  had  opened  a  corres¬ 
pondence  with  gentlemen,  in  all  situations  where  he  believed 
useful  and  important  information  might  be  obtained.”  But  in 
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none  of  them  was  any  suggestion  made  for  substantia]  relief 
for  those  using  the  great  and  valuable  waters  of  the  North 
River.  Among  other  things,  Mr.  Wright  mentions  “  that  of 
the  present  piers  or  wharves,  the  supports  occupy,  in  the  whole 
extent,  rather  more  than  half  the  water  way,  (say  generally 
five  eighths).  This  occasions  deposits  against  the  solid  block- 
work  part  of  the  piers,  mud  accumulates  and  fills,  in  part,  the 
spaces  left  between  the  blocks,  thus  checking  the  passage  of 
the  current  caused  by  the  flux  and  reflux  of  the  tide.” 

In  his  communication  to  Mr.  Wright,  Mr.  Renwick  states 
that  “  the  very  imperfect  and  faulty  mode  in  which  our 
wharves  and  piers  are  constructed,  excited  my  attention  from 
the  moment  I  first  saw  the  aquatic  structures  of  Europe.” 
Again — “  I  cannot  but  believe  that  in  the  narrower  parts  of  the 
East  River,  it  will  be  of  vast  advantage  to  remove  the  masses 
of  stone  that  have  been  thrown  in  to  form  blocks.  These  have, 
in  many  cases,  collapsed  from  the  destruction  of  their  wooden 
enclosures.  They  have  thus  impeded  the  current  to  such  an 
extent,  that  great  deposits  have  ensued,  and  the  basins  between 
our  wharves  have  been  filled,  in  many  places,  to  such  a  de¬ 
gree,  that  even  small  vessels  will  hardly  float  where  the  water 
was  formerly  of  great  depth.”  In  conclusion,  he  remarks, 
«  I  shall  gladly  be  an  humble  instrument  in  endeavoring  to  wipe 
off  the  disgrace  that  now  so  justly  attaches  to  the  citizens  and 
public  authorities  of  New  York,  of  having,  by  every  attempt 
that  has  yet  been  made  in  the  way  of  engineering,  done  injury 
to,  and,  in  some  cases,  almost  wholly  destroyed  the  unrivalled 
advantages  of  situation  that  they  have  derived  from  the  na¬ 
tural  circumstances  of  the  position  of  our  city.”  In  1832  the 
Common  Council  likewise  declared  that  it  was  a  “  fact  of 
great  notoriety  that  piers  and  wharves,  as  now  constructed  of 
timber,  are  temporary,  and  generally  endure  only  from  four¬ 
teen  to  seventeen  years,  before  they  are  destroyed  by  worms.” 
The  whole  proceedings  of  the  Common  Council  of  1832,  and 
the  correspondence  consequent  thereon,  related  to  the  “  forma¬ 
tion  of  plans  for  stone  wharves  or  moles,  extending  from  the 
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Shore  two  or  three  hundred  feet  into,  and  crosswise  of  the 
Stream in  fact,  nothing  else  than  an  attempt  to  build  and 
rebuild  “  with  stone  the  present  piers  in  the  East  River.  But 
finding  the  “  formidable  difficulties  to  be  encountered  in  the 
erection  of  such  stone  wharves,  the  laying  of  heavy  stone 
work  under  a  head  of  from  fifteen  to  thirty  feet  of  water,”  no 
attempt  at  improvement  Was  adopted.  Coffer  dams  and  diving 
bells  were  admitted  to  be  the  only  mode  of  performing  the 
work,  and  “  the  expense  and  difficulties  of  building  with  them 
Under  great  depth  of  water,  were  admitted  to  be  insurmount¬ 
able  obstacles.”  A  plan  of  building  by  hydraulic  lime  and 
Slone,  as  practised  by  ancient  nations,  was  suggested  by  Pro¬ 
fessor  Renwick,  and  several  plans  for  building  wharves  were 
submitted  by  Mr.  W.  Serrell,  a  respectable  civil  engineer  of  ex¬ 
perience.  He  also  proposed  to  continue  the  present  system 
<of  extending  wharves  from  the  shore  into  the  rivers,  but  to  use 
.stone  instead  of  wood  in  the  construction  of  them.  And  in 
.concluding  the  whole,  Mr.  Wright  says,  “  I  cannot  close  this 
report  without  expressing  a  strong  desire  which  I  feel  to  see 
some  project  commenced,  which  shall  render  the  East  River 
more  convenient,  which  shall  do  away,  eventually,  with  the 
wooden  wharves,  and  add  to  the  preventives  against  sickness, 
which  the. mass  of  decaying  timber  around  our  wharves  and 
bulkheads  is  well  prepared  to  generate/’ 

During  the  last  year,  a  resolution  was  offered  in  the  Board 
.of  Assistant  Aldermen,  proposing,  for  the  first  time,  that  the 
safety  and  utility  of  the  harbor  on  the  west  side  of  this  city, 
should  be  secured  by  the  erection  of  a  stone  pier,  or  breakwa¬ 
ter,  or  mole,  parallel,  or  nearly  so,  to  the  shore,  and  at  a  suf¬ 
ficient  distance  from  the  present  piers  and  slips,  to  form  a  large 
and  commodious  basin.  This  was  referred  to  the  Committee 
on  Wharves,  who  reported  that  they  “  have  been  duly  im¬ 
pressed  with  the  very  great  importance  of  this  subject,  not 
only  in  regard  to  the  magnitude  of  the  works  proposed,  but 
also  with  reference  to  the  interests  of  the  City  of  New  York, 
which  your  Committee  believe  are  intimately  connected  with 
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the  providing  a  sufficient  number  of  wharves  and  slips  to  ac-' 
commodate  the  increasing  commerce  of  this  city ;  and  they 
earnestly  recommend  to  the  Common  Council  the  propriety  of 
speedily  extending,  and  that  to  a  much  greater  degree  than  has 
been  done,  these  accommodations  for  our  shipping.” 

The  subject  of  that  great  pier  or  breakwater,  is  again  sub¬ 
mitted  to  the  serious  consideration  of  the  Common  Council, 
and  has  been  referred  to  this  Committee.  For  many  months 
this  matter  has  attracted  the  almost  universal  attention  of  this 
city ;  and  on  the  5th  of  May  last,  at  a  large  and  respectable 
meeting  of  merchants  and  others,  convened  at  the  City  Hall,  it 
was,  after  examination  and  consideration,  unanimously 

“  Resolved,  That  the  present  accommodations  for  vessels 
in  the  waters  adjoining  the  City  of  New  York,  are  very  in¬ 
sufficient,  and  that  such  accommodations  are  daily  becoming 
less  adequate  to  the  wants  of  our  commercial  business,  and  that 
it  is  our  duty  and  our  interest,  more  rapidly  than  heretofore, 
and  more  extensively,  to  make  provision  for  the  reception  and 
protection  of  our  shipping.”  And  the  same  meeting  further 
unanimously  resolved  as  follows :  “  That  we  view  with  lively 
approbation  the  proposed  construction  of  a  great  pier  in  the" 
North  River,  thereby  forming  a  capacious  and  safe  basin  for 
every  dcsoriptkm  of  voeaela  at  all  seasons  of  the  year  and 
the  Common  Council  were  also  requested  to  consider  and  de¬ 
termine  whether  the  same  should  be  built  by  the  City  or  by  a 
Company  to  be  incorporated  for  that  purpose. 

Piers,  moles,  or  breakwaters,  of  great  extent  and  of  great 
cost,  are  not  new  or  untried  appendages  of  large  naval  or  com¬ 
mercial  depots.  Evidences  of  this  truth  are  found  amid  the 
ruins  of  the  Piraeus,  as  well  as  along  the  Nile,  the  Indus,  and 
the  Ganges.  They  contributed,  in  no  small  degree,  to  the 
wealth  and  power  of  Syracuse,  of  Carthage,  of  Tyre,  and  of 
Alexandria.  The  numerous  fleets  of  the  mighty  nations  of 
former  ages,  could  not  have  existed  without  their  protection. 
And  in  latter  times  they  were  occasionally  provided  by  the 
government.  And  at  the  present  day  piers,  moles,  breakwa- 
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ters,  and  wet  docks  are  a  part  of  the  business  and  policy  of 
every  nation  laying  claim  to  be  ranked  among  those  of  acknow¬ 
ledged  wisdom  and  prudence.  For  the  greater  safety  and 
convenience,  and  with  a  view  to  the  increase  of  their  com¬ 
merce,  the  English  people  have  constructed,  at  an  almost  in¬ 
credible  expense,  extensive  and  permanent  stone  docks  and 
wharves  at  London,  Liverpool,  and  other  British  ports,  and 
even  in  British  India.  At  St  Petersburgh,  in  Russia,  there  is 
one  quay  of  the  granite  similar  to  that  of  Quincy,  of  four 
miles  in  extent  along  the  Neva.  “  In  Havre  there  is  but  little 
worth  seeing,  save  the  docks,  which  have,  at  great  expense, 
been  made  by  man ;  here  is  no  natural  harbor,  but  one  is  made, 
as  it  were,  in  the  shape  of  a  Delta,  in  the  heart  of  the  city, 
from  which  an  artificial  channel  leads  out  into  the  mouth  of 
the  river,  and  an  entrance  into  which,  as  declared  by  a  very 
intelligent  traveller,  is  secured  by  a  long  and  noble  pier.”  And 
the  same  declares  that  these  docks  are  a  stupendous  achieve¬ 
ment  of  the  art  of  man.  They  will  contain  several  hundred 
vessels.  The  Government  are  about  adding  to  them. 

Genoa,  well  known  as  a  rich  maritime  city  of  Italy,  has  a 
semicircular  harbor,  the  diameter  being  about  1000  fathoms. 
It  is  artificial,  being  formed  by  two  gigantic  moles,  having  op¬ 
posite  directions. 

The  bay  of  Gibraltar  is  spacious,  and  being  protected  from 
all  the  more  dangerous  winds,  affords  a  convenient  station  for 
ships ;  and  two  moles  have  been  constructed,  at  a  vast  ex¬ 
pense,  for  the  protection  of  the  shipping.  The  ancient  Tan- 
jis,  now  Tangiers,  opposite  to  Gibraltar,  was  furnished  with 
a  pier.  Leghorn  has  an  outer  harbor,  protected  by  a  fine 
mole,  and  a  small  inner  harbor,  or  basin. 

The  harbor  of  Malaga  is  protected  on  its  eastern  side  by 
a  fine  mole  full  700  yards  in  length. 

The  harbor  of  Naples  is  formed  by  a  mole  built  nearly  in 
the  form  of  the  letter  L.  The  port  of  Odessa,  in  Southern 
Russia,  is  artificial,  being  formed  by  two  moles,  and  calcula¬ 
ted  to  contain  about  300  ships. 
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In  Palermo,  a  fine  mole  forms  a  convenient  port :  and  Tri¬ 
este  is  protected  by  a  mole. 

Ancient  Syracuse  is  said  to  have  contained  within  its  own 
walls,  what  no  city  ever  did  before  or  since,  fleets  and  armies 
that  were  the  terror  of  the  world.  It  had  two  harbors,  sepa¬ 
rated  by  an  island,  and  prepared  by  moles  to  effect  the  above 
purpose. 

The  city  of  Rhodes  has  a  fine  harbor  formed  by  a  mole. 

Smyrna,  on  account  of  the.extent  and  convenience  of  its 
harbor,  has  become  the  common  rendezvous  of  merchants 
from  the  four  parts  of  the  world,  and  the  centre  of  their 
commerce. 

Ancient  Tyre  was  called  “strong  in  the  sea and  Alexan¬ 
der  the  Great  reached  it  and  took  it  only  by  constructing  a 
gigantic  mole  of  stone,  three  quarters  of  a  mile  long, lead¬ 
ing  to  it  from  the  main.  This  was  actually  built,  for  the 
most  part,  in  the  form  and  manner  that  will  hereafter  be  pro¬ 
posed  for  the  great  pier  of  the  North  River,  by  placing  a 
heap  of  stone  in  the  sea  that  was  200  feet  wide  on  its  top  or 
surface,  clear  of  high  water,  or  rather  of  rough  water,  as  there 
is  little  or  no  tide  in  the  Mediterranean.  This  was  done  about 
2200  years  ago  ;  and  yet  we  are  informed  that  that  mole  or 
pier  remains,  in  most  respects,  as  when  left  by  the  conquering 
legions  of  its  founder. 

The  Piraeus,  near  Athens,  had  three  basins,  formed  by  piers. 

At  Alexandria,  the  pride  of  him  who  gave  name  and  great¬ 
ness  to  that  city,  a  mole  of  a  mile  in  length,  called  Hepta 
Stadium,  stretched  from  the  continent  to  the  isle  of  Pharos, 
and  divided  the  great  harbor  into  two.  A  dyke,  drawn  from 
the  island  to  the  rock  on  which  Pharos  was  built,  secured  it 
from  the  Westerly  winds. 

In  Dublin,  the  people  and  government  were  long  since 
alive  to  this  subject.  A  writer  says  that  “  as  the  bay  of  Dub¬ 
lin  was  often  difficult  of  access,  and  as  the  bar  was  a  great 
impediment  to  the  sailing  of  the  packets  at  a  fixed  hour,  the 
direction  of  government  was  directed  to  the  forming  of  a 
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harbor  on  the  North  side  of  the  peninsula  of  Howth,  and  in 
1811  a  fine  pier  was  erecting  for  this  purpose.”  And  he  says 
also,  “  the  river  was  formerly  greatly  improved,  for  such  ves¬ 
sels  as  did  not  draw  too  much  water  to  cross  the  fear,  fey  a 
prodigious  work  on  the  South  side  of  it,  called  the  ‘  South 
Wall,’”  which  extends  from  the  point  of  Ring’s  End,  to  the 
light  house,  three  miles.  It  is  formed  of  large  blocks'of  gra¬ 
nite,  strongly  cemented,  and  strengthened  with  iron  cramps. 

In  this  country,  the  providing  of  proper  wharves  or  quays 
for  the  shipping,  has  of  late  attracted  much  attention.  Many 
years  since  a  pier  was  built  at  New  Haven,  in  Connecticut^ 
and  has  proved  of  essential  benefit  to  that  city. 

In  Boston,  Massachusetts,  are  several  wharves  that  may  well 
be  ranked  among  the  best  structures  of  this  description  in  the- 
world.  The  following  is  a  brief  account  of  them. 

Long  wharf  is  1752  feet  long,  and  202  feet  wide  at  the  end. 
There  are  75  stores  on  it.  It  was  begun  in  1707. 

Central  wharf  was  begun  in  1817,  is  1340  feet  long,  and 
has  54  stores  on  it ;  and  India  wharf,  begun  in  1808,  has  34 
stores,  under  which  are  boxed  cellars,  with  which  all  the 
others  are  also  provided.  Some  idea  of  the  value  of  those 
wharves  may  be  obtained  from  the  annual  valuation  made  by 
the  Assessors  of  Boston,  for  the  purpose  of  taxation  the  past 
year :  viz. 

Long  Wharf  Corporation  was  assessed  at  $300,000 

Central  Wharf  do  do  350,000 

India  Wharf  do  do  200,000 

and  each  was  thus  assessed  exclusive  of  the  stores.  The 
stores  must  be  worth  from  2  to  300,000  dollars  more.  These 
piers  are  justly  the  pride  of  that  city,  and  are  a  source  of 
profit  to  the  enterprising  proprietors.  But  had  they  yielded  to 
the  projectors  little  or  no  income,  still  their  effect  upon  the 
growth  and  value  of  the  city  would  have  been  known  and 
admitted. 

In  Albany,  in  1825,  a  pier  was  completed  of  about  4300 
feet  in  length,  80  feet  in  width  on  the  surface  ;  encloses  a  part 
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of  the  Hudson  River  there,  forming  a  basin  in  front  of  the 
city,  which  contains  an  area  of  about  32  acres.  This  pier 
and  the  bridges  cost  1 19,980  dollars.  The  pier  consists  of  tim¬ 
ber  and  earth;  that  is,  two  parallel  docks,  80  feet  apart,  rest¬ 
ing  on  the  bottom  of  the  river,  and  filled  in  with  earth  be¬ 
tween.  Two  parallel  cribs  were  sunk,  and  connected  by 
cross  ties  to  prevent  spreading.  Previous  to  the  building  of 
this  pier,  it  was  unsafe,  and  indeed  dangerous,  for  any  vessel 
to  be  laid  up  at  Albany  for  the  winter.  The  moving  of  the 
ice  in  the  spring  was  almost  sure  to  injure  every  thing  in  the 
•stream. 

The  formation  of  piers  would  seem  to  be  determined  upon 
for  Oswego,  Dunkirk,  Van  Buren  Harbor,  and  Michigan  City  ; 
and  it  is  in  contemplation  to  form  a  harbor  for  Buffalo,  by  ex¬ 
tending  a  breakwater,  from  near  the  lighthouse,  towards 
Rlack  Rock. 

Before  proceeding  to  specify  the  arrangements  whieh  they 
intend  to  recommend,  for  the  benefit  of  this  city,  the  Commit¬ 
tee  do  not  doubt  that  a  rapid  glance  at  the  history  of  New 
York  will  be  acceptable.  As,  in  order  to  judge  best  of  what 
we  can  do,  we  do  well  to  notice  what  has  already  been  done. 

From  various  authorities,  it  appears  that  the  Hudson  River, 
and  this  island,  were  discovered  in  the  year  1609. 

That  in  1612,  New  Amsterdam,  now  New  York,  was 
founded  by  the  Dutch;  and  that  as  early  as  1610,  the  Dutch 
West  India  Company  sent  a  ship  to  Hudson  River  to  trade, 
and  that  the  first  emigrants  devoted  themselves  exclusively  ,to 
4raffic.  In  1644,  the  first  City  Hall  was  erected,  on  the  cor¬ 
ner  of  Pearl-street  and  Coenties  slip. 

In  1664  the  place  was  taken  by  the  British. 

In  1673  it  was  retaken  by  the  Dutch,  and  during  this  year 
the  first  post  rider  commenced  his  trips  to  and  from  Boston 
once  in  three  weeks. 

In  1674  the  British  retook  this  place. 

Until  1676  the  ferry  boats  came  up  Broad  street  to  Garden 
street,  now  Exchange  place. 
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In  1688  the  Assessors  valued  the  whole  property  of  the  city 
at  $350,000. 

In  1699  the  population  of  the  city  was  6,000. 

In  1774  it  was  22,750. 

In  1783  the  population  was  25,000;  in  1790  it  amounted  to 
33,131;  in  1800  to  60,489;  in  1810  to  96,373:  in  1820  to 
123,706 ;  in  1830  to  213,000,  and  in  1836  to  about  300,000. 

By  reference  to  Bradford’s  map  of  the  year  1728,  it  appears 
there  were  shipyards  at  the  foot  of  Whitehall  street.  At  that 
day  many  accommodations  were  provided  for  shipping  in  the 
East  River,  but  none  in  the  North  River,  except  at  the  foot  of 
Thames  and  Cortlandt  streets ;  and  no  street  but  Lumber 
street  running  north  and  south  and  west  of  Broadway  had 
then  been  laid  out,  and  Frankfort  and  Liberty  streets  were  the 
two  most  northerly  streets. 

By  reference  to  Duyckinck’s  map  of  1755,  it  is  seen  that 
there  was  no  increase  of  places  or  berths  for  vessels  on  the 
North  River.  In  1732  the  first  stage  began  to  run  between 
New  York  and  Boston,  and  was  fourteen  days  on  the  journey. 

On  the  21st  of  September,  1776,  492  houses,  being  one- 
eighth  part  of  the  city,  were  burned. 

December  18,  1804,  a  great  fire  destroyed  forty  stores  and 
dwelling  houses  on  Wall,  Front  and  Water  streets,  and  pro¬ 
perty  to  one  or  two  millions  of  dollars. 

In  1811  there  was  a  great  fire  in  Chatham  street,  and  in 
1835  on  the  16th  of  December,  the  great  fire— loss  twenty 
millions  dollars.  In  1791  the  exports  from  New  York  to 
foreign  ports  amounted  to  $2,505,465. 

A  talented  English  author  declares  that  in  1832  the  value 
of  the  merchandize  laded  and  unladed  in  this  port  is  estimated 
at  from  100,000,000  to  120,000,000  of  dollars,  and  that  in  that 
year  the  number  of  vessels  in  this  port,  in  the  busy  season  of 
the  year,  varied  from  500  to  750,  exclusive  of  fifty  steam  pack¬ 
ets;  that  the  number  of  arrivals  from  foreign  ports  amounted 
in  1832  to  1808,  and  the  coasting  arrivals  were  then  between 
4,000  and  5,000  ;  and  that  the  total  value  of  the  imports  into 
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the  United  States  in  the  year  ending  30th  September,  1832, 
was  $101,029,266,  of  which  no  less  than  $53,214,402,  or  mord 
than  one  half  of  the  whole  were  imported  into  New  York. 

The  same  author  remarks,  that  the  customs  revenue  on 
the  goods  paying  duties  imported  into  this  city  amounted,  in 
1832,  to  $13,000,000,  while  the  total  customs  revenue  of  the 
United  States  seldom  exceeded  $22,000,000 ;  that  the  value 
of  the  exports  from  New  York,  for  the  year  ending  30th  of 
September,  1832,  amounted  to  $26,000,945,  being  between 
one-third  and  one-fourth  part  of  the  total  exports  from  the 
United  States  for  that  year;  that  the  tonnage  of  New  York 
was  then  greater  than  that  of  Liverpool,  or  any  other  city, 
with  the  exception  of  London;  that  the  registered  tonnage 
belonging  to  this  port,  on  the  last  day  of  December,  1831, 
amounted  to  122,458  tons,  and  the  enrolled  and  licensed  ton¬ 
nage  to  163,980  tons,  making  a  grand  total  of  286,438  tons, 
being  between  one-fifth  and  one  sixth  of  the  whole  tonnage  of 
the  United  States ! 

On  referring  to  the  report  made  by  the  Secretary  of  the 
Treasury  of  the  United  States,  during  the  last  session  of  Con¬ 
gress,  it  will  be  seen  that  in  1834,  the  total  registered,  enrolled, 
and  licensed  tonnage  of  the  United  States  amounted  to 
1,758,907  14-95  tons;  that  the  registered  tonnage  of  New  York 
was  178,022,  and  the  enrolled  and  licensed  tonnage  181,199, 
total  tonnage  of  New  York  359,222,  or  more  than  one-fifth 
of  the  whole  tonnage  of  the  United  States  ;  and  by  the  same 
able  report  it  will  be  seen  that  the  total  value  of  the  imports 
into  the  United  States,  during  the  year,  (ending  30th  Septem¬ 
ber  last,)  amounted  in  value  to  $149,895,742,  of  which  there 
were  imported  in  Americanvessels$135,288,869,andin  foreign 
vessels  $14,606,877.  The  exports  during  the  same  year 
amounted  to  $121,693,577,  of  which  $101,189,032  were  of 
domestic,  and  $20,504,495  of  foreign  articles.  Of  the  domes¬ 
tic  articles  $79,022,746  were  exported  in  American  vessels, 
and  $22,166,336  in  foreign  vessels.  Of  the  foreign  articles 
$  1 5,1 1 2,445  were  exported  in  American  vessels,  and  $5,392,050 
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in  foreign  vessels.  Of  American  shipping  1,352,653  tons  en¬ 
tered,  and  '1,400,517  cleared  from  the  ports  of  the  United 
States.  Of  foreign  shipping  641,310  tons  entered,  and  630,824 
■cleared.  The  registered  tonnage,  as  corrected  at  the  Regis¬ 
ter’s  office,  for  the  year  ending  December,  1834,  is  stated 


at  . 857,438  42-95 

The  enrolled  and  licensed  tonnage  at  . . 783,618  65-95 

And  the  fishing  vessels  at . 117,850  02-95 


Tons  1,758,907  14-95 

Of  the  registered  tohnage  there  Was  employed 

in  the  whale  fishery . 108,060  14-95 

The  total  tonnage  of  shipping  built  in  the  United  States,  dur¬ 
ing  the  year  1834,  was 

Registered .  52,622  60-95 

Enrolled .  76,707  22r95 


Tons  118,330  37-95 
And  the  value  of  the  imports  to  this  city,  for  the  year  ending 
the  1st  October,  1835,  in  American  vessels,  was  $82,783,459 
In  foreign  vessels  was . . . . . ,  5,407,846 

Total  $88,191,305 

'The  value  of  the  exports  for  the  same  year  was  as  follows ; 

DOMESTIC  PRODUCE. 


In  American  vessels  . . .  $19,126,513 

In  foreign  vessels  , . . .  2,581,354 


Total  $21,707,867 

FOREIGN  PRODUCE, 

In  American  vessels  .  $6,584,978 

In  foreign  vessels . .  2,052,419 


Total  $30,345,264 

of  domestic  and  foreign  produce. 
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The  manner  in  which  these  extensive  Commercial  transac- 
tions  have  enriched  this  city,  may  at  once  be  estimated  by  a 
view  of  the  city  itself,  and  the  increase  in  the  value  of  our 
city,  by  the  following 

Comparative  view  of  valuations  and  taxes  since  1805. 


VALUATION.  CITY  TAXES. 


1805.. 

..$  25,645,867.. . 

87 

1806.. 

..  26,529,630... 

97 

1807.. 

..  24,959,955... 

09 

1808.. 

. .  25,118,720... 

18 

1809.. 

..  24,782,267... 

39 

1810.. 

..  26,436,370... 

15 

1811.. 

. .  26,045,750... 

25 

1812. . 

..  26,213,040... 

i  r 

1813.. 

..  27,640,230... 

94 

1814.. 

..  82,901,497... 

09 

1815.. 

..  81,636,042... 

73 

1816.. 

..  32,074,201... 

94 

18 17. . 

..  78,895,725... 

44 

1818.. 

. .  80,245,091 . . . 

79 

1819.. 

. .  77,113,061... 

21 

1820.. 

..  69,530,753... 

19 

1821.. 

..  68,282,070... 

30 

1822.. 

..  71,289,144... 

. ..  302,105 

61 

1823.. 

..  70,940,820... 

36 

1824. . 

..  83,075,676... 

89' 

1825. . 

..  191,160,046... 

82 

1826.. 

..  107,477,781... 

89 

1827.. 

..  112,211,926... 

...  43?,692 

02 

1828.. 

..  114,019,533... 

72 

1829.. 

..  112,516,026... 

24 

1830.. 

..  125,282,518... 

44 

1831.. 

..  139,280,214... 

05 

1832.. 

..  146,302,518.... 

. ..  665,385 

74r 

1833.. 

..  166,491,542... 

...  971,865 

61 

1834.. 

..  218,723,703 
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For  the  Commercial  marine  of  such  a  city,  so  lately  a  wil¬ 
derness,  so  rapid  in  its  advancement  in  business,  and  so  abun¬ 
dant  in  resources,  the  commercial  metropolis  of  our  mighty 
republic,  we  are  called  to  provide  adequate  and  safe  places. 

Before,  however,  the  Committee  proceed  to  state  their  views 
upon  that  great  and  important  subject,  they  will  ask  art  exami¬ 
nation  of  a  short  sketch  of  the  history  of  our  wharves  and 
slips,  and  of  their  present  condition.  They  were  generally 
put  up  as  demand  for  them  proved  'the  necessity ;  built 
by  contract,  and  done  by  the  job,  frequently  in  great  haste, 
and  often  at  an  unfavorable  season,  without  a  suitable  ex¬ 
amination  of  the  bed  of  the  river.  Some  are  new ;  the 
others  are  either  sunk,  bent,  rotten,  broken  or  injured.  A 
few  days  since,  this  very  Corporation,  directed  nearly  40,000 
dollars  to  be  expended  as  soon  as  possible,  to  preserve  a  few 
of  them  from  destruction.  And  even  when  this  has  been 
faithfully  done,  many  of  them  will  be  in  a  condition  that  would 
Forbid  their  use  by  prudent  owners  and  careful  agents  of  val¬ 
uable  ships  and  cargoes.  Being,  in  almost  all  cases,  built 
across  the  current,  scarcely  one  of  our  frequent  storms  passes 
without  doing  damage  to  the  corners,  ends,  or  other  parts  of 
some  of  them.  Their  slender  protection  for  the  present  ship¬ 
ping  is  apparent ;  and  their  small  dimensions  are  subject  of 
daily  remark  and  regret.  But  there  is  another  difficulty. 
The  slips  are  constantly  becoming  filled  with  sand,  earth, 
shells,  mud,  rubbish,  and  other-  obstructions.  The  Mayor 
mentions  the  numerous  complaints  on  this  head.  His  language 
is  equally  pointed  and  instructive  on  this  subject  and  that  of 
berths  for  shipping.  Among  many  other  admonitions,  he 
says,  “  It  has  been  represented  to  me  that  the  private  slips,  in 
the  lower  part  of  the  city,  require  immediate  attention ;  and 
I  have  reason  to  believe  that  both  the  convenience  and  the 
health  of  the  public  will  be  advanced  by  the  adoption  of  early 
measures  to  cleanse  and  purify  them.  The  immense  and 
steadily  increasing  value  of  the  commerce  of  the  city,  will 
commend  this  subject  to  your  attention ;  and  I  feel  assured 
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that  you  will  rapidly  provide  all  proper  facilities,  and  remove 
all  impediments,  with  a  view  to  accommodate  interests  of 
such  magnitude.”  And  on  a  personal  inspection,  the  Committee 
find  those  complaints  true  and  daily  increasing.  The  cleans¬ 
ings  must  be  frequent  and  of  considerable  duration ;  and 
these  interrupt,  for  some  time,  in  each  case,  the  use  of  the 
slips  where  the  machines  are  in  operation.  And  so  expen¬ 
sive  and  so  difficult  has  it  been  to  accomplish  this  object  fully 
at  all  times,  and  so  anxious  have  many  been  to  continue  South- 
street,  that  our  places  for  the  use  of  small  craft,  market  boats, 
and  ships  of  every  class,  have  been  greatly  diminished  with¬ 
in  a  few  years,  by  allowing  obstructions  to  accumulate  in  va¬ 
rious  slips,  and  finally  filling  up  the  whole,  or  parts  of  them. 
Several  instances  of  this  fact  above  Fulton  slip  might  be  men¬ 
tioned  ;  and  below,  we  can  all  witness  to  this,  particularly  in 
Burling  slip,  Coffee  House  slip,  Old  slip,  Whitehall  slip,  and 
Rector  slip  Great  part  of  these,  from  time  to  time,  have  been 
withdrawn  from  the  purposes  originally  designed  and  substi¬ 
tutes  not  provided.  Our  Ordinances  in  this  particular,  too, 
have  been,  and  are  of  a  character  to  prove  our  want  of  liberality 
in  furnishing  convenient  accommodations.  Certain  kinds  of 
vessels  have  been  forbidden  to  enter  many  parts  of  our  docks 
under  severe  penalties.  To  this  should  be  added  the  fact, 
that  since  the  present  system  of  piers  was  adopted,  the  size,’ 
quality,  and  nature  of  our  shipping  have  essentially  changed. 
And  the  Committee  have  lately  learned  that  an  application, 
for  some  time  before  the  Common  Council,  for  extending 
West-street  to  the  Battery,  is  again  to  be  urged,  and  that  one 
of  the  principle  reasons  to  be  pressed  for  the  measure,  is  the 
shallow  state  of  the  slips,  which  would  be  taken  by  the  im¬ 
provement,  between  the  Albany  basin  and  the  Battery. 
This  would  greatly  diminish  our  piers  and  slips.  And  in  re¬ 
gard  to  the  condition,  expense,  and  income  of  our  present 
public  slips  and  wharves,  we  will  add  the  following. 

By  reference  to  the  special  Report  of  the  Comptroller,  and 
on  examining  the  amount  of  monies  laid  out  during  the  last 
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fifteen  years  only,  for  the  wharves,  slips  and  piers  belonging  to 
this  city,  arid  wholly  exclusive  of  those  belonging  to  private  in¬ 
dividuals,  the  Committee  find  that  since  the  year  1820,  this 
city  has  paid  out  $842,894  13  ;  that  of  this  sum,  $76,301  56, 
besides  some  contingencies  were  paid  for  cleaning  the  mud 
from  the  few  slips  belonging  to  the  Corporation,  and  which, 
probably,  was  allowed  to  stand  as  an  argument  for  filling  up 
many  which  were  once  the  most  valuable  docks  of  the  City. 

The  sum  of  $226,138  53  were  also  expended,  in  the  same 
time,  in  imperfect  repairs  of  our  scanty  piers,  besides  various 
salaries,  &c.  and  $524,404  90  in  the  building  of  some  new 
wooden  piers  for  the  city.  Still  larger  sums  have  probably 
been  expended  during  the  same  period,  for  the  same  purpose, 
by  the  owners  of  the  private  wharves,  showing  that  enor¬ 
mous  sums  must  have  been  disbursed,  in  a  short  time,  for  our 
very  insufficient,  decaying,  and  fleeting  accommodations. 

By  a  further  inquiry  at  the  Comptroller’s  office,  it  is  found 
that  the  income  of  this  city,  during  the  last  eleven  years,  from 
their  wharves,  piers,  and  slips,  has  been  as  follows. 


1820  . $40,852  50 

1827  .  45,317  95 

1828  .  43,242  15 

1829  .  42,637  50 

1830  .  51,428  94 

1831  .  29,433  12 

1832  .  47,311  18 

1833  .  47,519  50 

1834  .  54,023  34 

1835  .  53,900  18 


By  which  it  will  be  observed,  that  for  a  great  number  of 
years,  the  expenditure  for  our  piers  and  slips,  has  been  more 
than  the  receipts:  and  one  day’s  personal  inspection  of  them, 
will  prove,  beyond  contradicton,  that  the  same  consequences, 
and  indeed  worse  than  the  past,  must  and  will  continue  to  be 
true  of  them.  They  in  reality  produce  nothing,  and,  beyond 
expenditures  upon  them,  never  can.  And  it  must  be  noticed, 
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that,  notwithstanding  the  extensive  annual  disbursements  the 
amount  of  rents  for  them  has  increased  but  little.  Every 
year  renders  our  present  system,  in  this  particular,  more 
objectionable. 

It  is  true,  that  while  the  business  of  this  thriving  city  has 
been  rapidly  extending,  the  size  of  our  ships  has  increased, 
and  the  character  of  its  shipping  has  changed.  But  for  this 
latter  circumstance,  our  docks  would  have  been  more  insuf¬ 
ficient  than  they  now  are.  Vessels  propelled  by  steam,  and 
carrying  large  freights,  without  the  aid  of  canvass,  have  for 
some  time  transported,  in  various  directions,  by  the  aid  of 
few  hands,  the  merchandize  that  would  have  required  many 
times  the  number  of  other  vessels  to  have  done  the  same, 
and  several  times  the  wharf  and  slip  room  for  the  vessels  doing 
it.  There  is  a  new  and  extraordinary  state  of  things  pro¬ 
duced  also  by  the  kind  and  mode  of  our  business,  now 
transacted  at  our  wharves.  Owing  to  the  crowded  state  of 
many  of  our  slips,  we  have  for  many  years  had  ordinances 
for  excluding  certain  craft  from  some  of  them.  Sec.  1  &  8, 
Title  2,  Chap.  34,  City  Ordinances. 

The  Committee  will  here  introduce,  as  the  best  evidence  of 
the  very  imperfect  state  of  our  accommodations,  as  compared 
with  our  business,  some  statements  placed  in  the  hands  of  the 
Corporation,  while  they  had  under  consideration,  in  February, 
1836,  the* application  of  C.  Vanderbilt  to  have  a  grant  for  ex¬ 
clusive  use  of  the  North  East  side  of  the  pier  No.  22,  East 
River,  for  his  Eastern  steam  boats,  together  with  half  of  the 
water  of  the  basin  adjoining.  On  that  occasion,  a  remon¬ 
strance,  signed  by  Messrs.  Jonathan  Goodhue  &.  Co.  and  other 
merchants,  was  presented.  Its  statements  may  be  implicitly 
relied  upon.  It  exhibits  by  a  single  and  short  history  of  the 
doings  of  one  line  of  packets,  what  must  be  the  enormous  bu¬ 
siness  now,  and  hereafter  to  be  transacted  in  this  city  by  the 
various  shipping  visiting  our  harbor.  Among  other  things,  it 
sets  forth  that  “  the  average  value  of  the  outward  cargo  of 
the  eight  ships  of  the  Old  Line  of  Liverpool  packets,  is  not 
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less  than  $40,000.  These  eight  ships  perform  three  voyages 
each  per  year,  and  the  twenty-four  outward  cargoes  thus 
amount  to  the  sum  of  $960,000.  And  from  the  returns  in  the 
Custom  House,  and  other  correct  sources  of  information,  it  is 
ascertained  that  the  average  value  of  the  inward  cargoes 
-  (1835)  of  the  ships  Columbia,  South  America,  Orpheus,  North 
America,  Caledonia,  Europe,  England  and  Hibernia,  during 
that  year,  (twenty-four  voyages,)  was  $436,000,  making  the 
total  value  of  the  twenty-four  inward  cargoes,  during  one 
year,  $10,464,000.  Amount  of  outward  and  inward  cargoes 
during  one  year,  of  those  eight  ships  alone,  about  $1 1,500,000.” 
And  this  remonstrance  was  accompanied  by  the  following 
statement. 

“To  the  Honorable  the  Mayor,  Aldermen  and  Commonalty 
of  the  City  of  New  York. 

“  The  undersigned,  Harbor  Masters  of  the  City  of  New 
York,  respectfully  certify  and  make  known  to  your  Honora¬ 
ble  body,  that  there  are  now  only  sixty-eight  berths  on  the 
East  River,  (exclusive  of  the  public  docks  and  slips,  and 
which  are  apropriated  to  some  vessels  employed  in  the  coast¬ 
ing  trade,  and  to  market  boats,)  for  the  accommodation  of  the 
great  and  increasing  foreign  and  inland  commerce  of  your 
city.  That  not  more  than  thirty  of  these  sixty-eight  berths  can 
admit  ships  of  the  largest  classes,  being  about  one  hundred 
and  fifty  feet  in  length,  and  drawing  from  fourteen  tp  eighteen 
feet  of  water.  And  the  undersigned  further  certify,  that  to 
afford  full  accommodation  for  the  shipping  engaged  in  foreign 
and  inland  commerce,  at  least  one  hundred  berths  would  be 
required. 

“  To  convince  your  Honourable  Body  of  the  great  defi¬ 
ciency  in  accommodations,  the  undersigned  state,  that  during 
the  present  winter,  the  St.  Andrew,  Ajax,  Hannibal,  Columbia, 
Huntsville,  and  lie  ten  days,  on  an  average,  at  the 

end  of  the  piers  in  the  most  imminent  danger,  as  every  succes¬ 
sive  tide  exposes  them  to  the  danger  of  being  sunk  by  the  float¬ 
ing  ice :  that  the  value  of  the  cargoes  of  these  ships,  thus  put 
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in  hazard,  could  not  be  less,  in  the  judgment  of  the  undersigned, 
than  two  millions  of  dollars  ;  and  the  value  of  the  ships  thus 
endangered  could  not  be  less  than  the  sum  of  thirty  thousand 
dollars  each,  $180,000. 

“  And  the  undersigned,  in  view  of  these  facts,  and  many 
others  which  might  be  enumerated,  certify  that,  in  their  opinion, 
it  is  a  matter  of  the  greatest  importance  to  the  commerce  of 
this  city  that,  at  least,  the  present  limited  accommodation  for 
foreign  and  inland  shipping  should  not  be  further  restricted  and 
further  limited.  All  which  is  submitted  for  the  consideration 
of  your  Honorable  Body  by  the  undersigned,  Harbor  Masters 
in  the  city  of  New- York. 

JOHN  MINUGH, 

DAVID  MITCHELL, 
SAMUEL  WISWALL.” 

New  York,  February  27,  1836.” 

The  prayer  of  Mr.  Vanderbilt  was  denied. 

Now  in  order  that  the  City  Councils  may  be  the  better 
prepared  to  form  a  correct  opinion  of  the  nature,  expense,  and 
short  duration  of  the  wooden  piers  at  present  placed  about 
the  city,  the  Committee  will  here  refer  to  the  following  decla¬ 
rations  of  Mr.  Serrell,  an  able  Engineer,  as  set  forth  his  re¬ 
port  made  to  Mr.  Wright  in  1832.  .  It  follows : 

“  On  the  question  of  original  cost,  annual  repairs,  usual  dura¬ 
bility,  and  general  convenience  attained  under  the  present  sys¬ 
tem,  it  may  be  stated,  that  it  is  considered  each  wooden  pier  of 
300  feet  long  and  30  feet  wide,  costs  on  an  average  $16,  000, 
when  first  erected ;  that  after  the  first  eight  years,  it  will 
cost,  on  an  average,  $500  annually  for  repairs ;  and  at  the 
end  of  sixteen  years,  on  an  average,  it  will  require  to  be  re¬ 
built,  Upon  these  data  it  will  be  found  that  each  pier,  at  the 
end  of  forty-eight  years,  will  have  cost,  in  three  sums  of  prin¬ 
cipal  outlay,  annual  repairs  and  compound  interest,  upwards 
of  $480,000  ;  and  the  pier  will  then  require  building  a  fourth 
time.  If  a  pier  300  feet  by  30  feet  costs  $480,000,  at  the 
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end  of  forty-eight  years,  one  of  500  feet  by  60  feet  would  cost 
at  the  same  rate,  about  $1,600,000,  and  a  new  outlay  would 
then  be  requisite,  to  rebuild.  To  this  must  be  added,  the  con¬ 
stant  annual  expense  of  clearing  out  the  mud,  and  other  extra 
charges  attendant  on  the  system,  of  which  no  estimate  can  at 
present  be  formed.” 

And  it  was  conclusively  shown,  beyond  all  dispute,  that  to 
rebuild  these  piers  with  stone,  requiring,  as  they  would,  the 
use  of  coffer  dams  and  diving  bells,  &c.  would  cost  sums  al¬ 
together  too  large  to  be  laid  out  for  such  trifling  accommoda¬ 
tions  ;  and  forming  slips  too,  that  would  be  forever  the  recep¬ 
tacle  of  the  filth  of  the  city  ;  or  even  if  this  should  be  reme¬ 
died,  they  would  be  the  depositories  of  the  various  materials 
that  the  tides  and  winds  would  always  croud  together  in  them. 

On  looking  over  the  public  papers,  it  appears  that  there 
were  in  the  harbor  of  New  York,  on  the  first  day  of  October, 
1836,  101  ships,  22  barques,  93  brigs,  and  41  schooners; 
about  65  steam  boats,  30  tow  boats,  41  tow  barges,  a  large 
number  of  sloops,  market  boats,  canal  boats,  and  other  small 
craft,  besides  rafts  and  other  things  requiring  slip  room. 
This  number  must  yearly  be  increased,  and  it  may  safely  be 
estimated,  that  in  five  years  these  will  be  more  numerous  by 
30  per  cent,  and  in  ten  by  50  per  cent,  and  all  these  will  be 
doubled  in  1 5  years  ;  and  places  thus  required  for  twice  the 
number  of  ships  now  coming  here,  and  a  large  portion  of 
much  greater  tonnage. 

And  before  entering  upon  the  next  topic  of  consideration, 
the  Committee  state  that  already,  during  the  summer  months, 
and  sometimes  after  those  have  passed  away,  as  many  as  eight, 
nine,  ten  and  sometimes  more  ships,  and  generally  having  rich 
cargoes  on  board,  lie  side  by  side  at  the  outer  end  6f  piers  in 
the  East  River,  waiting  for  a  dock  berth,  and  offering  a  reward 
for  a  convenint  place  to  lade  or  unlade  their  vessels.  And  so 
constantly  and  closely  even  these  hazardous  locations  are  occu¬ 
pied,  that,  at  last,  the  same  operation,  to  some  extent,  takes 
place  in  the  North  River.  During  all  this  time  there  are  from 
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twenty  to  sixty  vessels  at  anchor  in  the  bay,  or  temporarily 
put  in  near  our  city,  aw,aiting  similar  accommodations.  These 
delays  and  exposures  occasion  great  loss  and  damage  to  pro¬ 
ducers,  shippers,  underwriters,  consignees  and  others. 

The  Committee  have  thus  set  forth  the  gfowth  of  the  city 
and  the  cost,  income  and  present  condition  of  its  piers,  &c. 
and  endeavored  to  enable  the  Corporation,  by  a  reference  to 
the  piers  of  other  countries,  to  judge  what  shall  be  considered 
best  for  ours.  We  have  no  land  to  furnish  for  excavations, 
our  streets  must  not  be  interrupted  by  canals,  and  every  foot 
of  the  island  will  be  soon  required  for  residences,  squares,  streets, 
resorvoirs  and  other  uses.  But  it  would  prove  a  fatal  error, 
surrounded  as  she  is  by  ambitious  rivalry,  and  competing  with 
many  cities  for  the  great  commerce  of  the  West  and  South, 
should  she  refuse,  or  too  long  delay,  to  provide  the  most  liberal 
and  inviting  facilities  for  the  commerce  which  offers  to  her  its 
golden  advantages.  Those  who  notice  the  sad  results  of  too 
prudent  procrastination  in  this  or  other  preparations,  will  admit 
that  suitable  measures,  quickly  determined  upon,  and  speedily 
perfected,  are  necessary  to  secure  those  preferences  which 
nature  designed  for  us. 

The  propositions  contained  in  the  resolutions  and  proceed¬ 
ings  referred  to  this  Committee,  and  as  examined  by  them,  are 
as  follows : 

To  suspend  hereafter  the  building  of  any,  or  but  few,  small 
piers  from  the  island  and  in  lieu  thereof,  to  erect  in  the  North 
River  a  stone  island  or  quay,  to  be  called  the  Great  West  Pier ; 
to  extend,  in  due  time,  from  the  South  Battery,  northerly  to 
King’s  Bridge  ;  or  at  all  events  as  far  as  the  interests  of  the  city 
shall  require.  To  be  built  from  800  to  1,000  feet  beyond  the 
west  end  of  the  present  small  wharves  along  the  North  River ; 
to  be  constructed  without  the  aid  of  coffer  dams,  and  using 
diving  bells  only  in  the  first  five  or  six  feet  immediately  below 
low  water ;  to  be  connected  to  the  main  land  by  wharves  or 
ridges,  each  250  feet  wide,  built  of  timbers  and  floored,  upon 
the  plan,  generally,  of  that  lately  built  at  the  foot  of  Market- 
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field  street,  with  some  additions  of  strength  and  braces,  and 
some  other  particulars  ;  thus  dividing  the  waters  between  the 
city  and  Great  Pier  into  several  basins,-  or  departments ;  and 
the  use  of  the  connecting  wharves  so  regulated,  as  to  afford  a 
walk  in  the  centre  of  each,  a  little  raised,  of  twenty-five  feet, 
for  all  people  travelling  to  and  from  the  Great  Pier,  or  for  any 
other  purpose  ;  and  to  allow  of  large  sewers  under  the  walks, 
by  means  of  which  the  wash  and  filth  of  the  city  should  be 
carried  beyond  the  pier  into  the  bay  or  river ;  having  on  each 
side  of  said  walk,  a  cartway  for  vehicles  going  to  and  return¬ 
ing  from  the  pier,  of  fifty  feet  each,  and  then  leaving  a  quay, 
or  wharf  on  the  upper  and  lower  side,  of  sixty-two  and  a  half 
feet  each  for  the  lading  and  unlading  of  vessels.  All  this  can  be 
done,  giving  more  ample  room,  convenience  and  facility,  for  the 
shipping,  than  are  afforded  by  the  docks  of  London  and  Liv¬ 
erpool,  and  without  any  part  of  the  monstrous  expenditures  of 
those  places  for  locks  and  dock  gates,  &c.  because  the  rise 
and  fall  of  our  tides  do  not  render  such  very  expensive  and 
troublesome  contrivances  necessary.  There  will  be  draws  in 
such  of  the  bridges  as  may  be  found  necessary,  and  such  out¬ 
lets  into  the  river,  across  the  pier,  as  may  be  thought  best  for 
the  use  that  shall  be  made  of  it. 

Pursuant  to  the  resolution  of  the  Common  Council,  the 
soundings  of  the  North  River  have  been  taken  by  Messrs.  D. 
and  E.  Ewen,  able  and  intelligent  City  Surveyors,  and  accom¬ 
panies  this  report.  By  those,  the  North  River  is  declared  to  be 
at  an  average  of  at  least  fity  feet  in  depth,  on  the  entire  line,  in 
the  part  recommended  as  the  location  of  the  above  Pier.  The 
tides,  at  all  times  of  moderate  movement,  and  only  from  four  to 
five  feet  in  height ;  presenting  at  once  to  the  use,  the  improve¬ 
ment  and  the  pride  of  the  city,  a  depth  of  water,  which,  from 
its  very  position,  if  occupied  as  proposed,  would  never  cease 
to  be  of  the  most  ample  depth,  purity  and  superiority. 

It  has  also  been  proposed  that  this  Pier  should  be  so  construct¬ 
ed,  that  it  may,  when  raised  five  feet  above  high  water  mark, 
be  200  feet  wide  on  the  surface,  having  a  cellar,  finished  in 
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cement,  throughout  its  whole  length,  and  capable  of  affording  d 
double  tier  of  lots,  of  25  by  100  feet  each  lot 

And  it  is  stated  that  the  lots  would  inevitably  be  greatly 
desired  for  public  stores,  and  by  importers  and  others.  They 
could  be  so  constructed  on  the  Pier,  as  to  obviate  every  difficult/ 
and  injury  that  now  await  the  emptying  of  a  vessel  af  ou f 
wharves ;  and  the  construction  of  powerful  cranes  thereon^ 
would  hasten  and  cheapen  the  discharge  of  cargoes.  This* 
Pier  once  built,  other  fixtures  within  might  at  any  time'  fie 
added,  such  as  other  wharves,  &c. 

It  is  also  proposed  by  the  resolution,  that  in  the  East  Ri very 
above  Corlaers  Hook,  a!  stone  pier  and  breakwater  shall  be  con¬ 
structed,  on  the  plan  of  the  one  recommended  for  the  North 
River,  commencing  opposite  14th  street,  near  Burnt  Mill  Point 
and  extending  north  to  34th  street,  at  Kip’s  Bay,  aind  surround¬ 
ing  and  enclosing  an  ample  portion  of  that  part  of  the  East  River. 
And  i{  has  been  also  suggested,  that  the  practice  of  erecting 
small  piers,  forming  small  slips  along  that  shore,  also  be  dis¬ 
continued,  unless  in  cases  that  may  from  time  to  time  be  deem¬ 
ed  indispensable :  that  a  good  substantial  stone  bulkhead,  be 
placed  along  the  shore  of  the  Island ;  that  as  fast  as  any  of  the' 
above  piers  shall  be  completed,  durable  wharves,  substantially 
planked,  or  floored,  and  braced,  shall  be  extended  to  them  from 
the  Shore,  and  at  such  places,  and  from  such  streets  as  shall 
be  found  proper.  But  on  this  subject  all  the  Committee  have 
not  formed  any  positive  opinion. 

At  this  stage  of  this  report  the  Board  will  not  forget  that4 
it  is  matter  of  history,  that  the  construction  of  the  Liverpool 
docks,  by  affording  additional  convenience  to  foreign  trade 
has  been  followed  by  a  great  increase,  and  raised  that  once 
decayed  town  to  be  the  second  port  in  the  kingdom  of  Great 
Britain,  for  commerce,  size  and  population.  And  the  London- 
docks  have  contributed  countless  millions  to  the  wealth-  of- 
the  capital  of  Great  Britain. 

The  design  of  those  who  originated  and  carried  forward4 
4 
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the  wet  docks  of  England,  was  to  achieve  for  the  chief  cities 
of  the  British  empire  what  is  now  proposed  to  be  done  for  the 
City  of  New  York  ;  their  origin,  expense,  progress  and  income 
are  so  well  stated  and  described  by  an  eminent  and  popular 
writer,  that  the  Committee  will  ask  leave  to  introduce,  from 
that  author,  the  following  account  of  them :  deeming  them 
highly  deserving  of  the  reference,  perusal  and  consideration  of 
this  Board.  The  extracts  are 

From  A  Dictionary,  Practical,  Theoretical  and  Historical 
of  Commerce  and  Commercial  Navigation.  London,  1835, 
By  J.  R.  McCollock,  Esq. — Page  476. 

“  Utilities  of  Docks. — The  construction  of  wet  docks  has 
done  much  to  facilitate- and  promote  navigation.  A  large  ves¬ 
sel,  particularly  if  loaded,  could  not  be  allowed  to  come  to  the 
ground,  or  to  lie  on  the  beach,  without  sustaining  considerable 
injury*  aild  perhaps  being  destroyed ;  and  even  the  smaller 
class  of  vessels  are  apt  to  be  strained  and  otherwise  hurt,  if 
they  are  left  dry,  unless  the  ground  be  very  soft.  Hence  when 
large  vessels  have  to  be  loaded  or  unloaded  where  there  are 
no  docks,  and  where  the  water,  close  to  the  shore  or  quay,  is 
not  sufficiently  deep,  the  work  can  only  be  carried  on  during 
a  particular  period  of  each  tide  ;  it  being  necessary  in  order  to 
keep  the  vessel  afloat,  that  she  should  leave  the  shore  with  the 
ebbing  tide  ;  attempts  have  sometimes  been  made  to  obviate 
this  inconvenience  by  running  jetties  or  piers  to  such  a  dis¬ 
tance,  into  the  sea  that  there  might  always  be  a  sufficient 
depth  of  water  at  their  heads,  but  this  can  only  be  done  in 
peculiar  situations,  and  it  requires  that  the  ship's  position  should 
be  frequently  changed ;  it  is  in  most  cases,  too,  impossible  pro¬ 
perly  to  protect  the  cargoes  of  ships,  loading  or  unloading  at 
quays  or  on  the  beach,  from  depredations.  Previously  to  the 
construction  of  wet  docks  on  the  Thames,  the  property  annu¬ 
ally  pillaged  from  ships  was  estimated  to  amount  to  £500,000 ; 
though  this  is  propably  much  exaggerated. 
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I.  Docks  on  the  Thames. 

1st.  West  India  Docks.  3d.  East  India  Docks. 

2d.  London  Docks.  4th.  St.  Catherines  Docks. 

5th.  Commercial  Docks. 

II.  Liverpool  Docks.  IV.  Hull  Docks. 

III.  Bristol  Docks.  V.  Poole  Docks. 

VI.  Leith  Docks. 

L  Docks  on  the  Thames. — It  is  singular  that  notwithstand¬ 
ing  the  obvious  utility  of  wet  docks  and  the  vast  trade  of  the 
metropolis,  there  was  no  establishment  of  this  sort  on  the 
Thames  till  nearly  a  century  after  a  wet  dock  had  been  con¬ 
structed  at  Liverpool;  the  inconvenience  arising  from  the 
crowded  state  of  the  river  at  the  period  when  fleets  of  mer¬ 
chantmen  were  accustomed  to  arrive,  the  insufficient  accom¬ 
modation  afforded  by  the  legal  quays  and  sufferance  wharfs, 
the  necessity  under  which  many  ships  were  placed  of  unload¬ 
ing  in  the  river  into  lighters,  and  the  insecurity  and  loss  of 
property  thence  arising,  had  been  long  felt  as  almost  intole¬ 
rable  grievances  4  but  so  powerful  was  the  opposition  to  any 
.change,  made  by  the  private  wharfingers  and  others  interested 
in  the  support  of  the  existing  order  of  things,  that  it  was  not 
till  1793,  that  a  plan  was  projected  for  making  wet  docks  for 
the  port  of  London  ;  and  six  years  more  elapsed  before  the  act 
.for  the  construction  of  the  West  India  Docks  was  passed. 

1st.  West  India  Docks. — These  were  the  first,  and  continue 
to  be  the  most  extensive  of  the  great  warehousing  establish¬ 
ments  formed  in  the  port  of  London.  Their  construction 
commenced  in  February,  1800,  and  they  were  partially  opened 
in  August,  1802.  They  stretch  across  the  Isthmus,  joining 
the  Isle  of  Dogs,  to  the  Middlesex  side  of  the  Thames  ;  they 
originally  consisted  of  an  import  and  an  export  dock,  each 
communicating,  by  means  of  locks,  with  a  basin  of  five  or  six 
acres  in  extent,  at  the  end  next  Blackwall,  and  with  another 
of  more  than  two  acres  at  the  end  next  Limehouse.  Both  of 
these  basin?  communicate  with  the  Thames.  To  these  works 
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the  West  India  Company  have  recently  added  the  South 
Dock,  formerly  the  City  Canal,  which  was  parallel  to  the  ex- 
port  docks ;  this  Canal  was  intended  to  facilitate  navigation, 
by  enabling  ships  to  ayoid  the  circuitous  course  round  the  Isle 
pf  Dogs,  i£  Was  however  but  little  used  for  that  purpose,  and 
is  now  appropriated  to  the  wood  trade,  for  the  greater  accom¬ 
modation  pf  which,  a  pond  of  nineteen  acres  has  been  re¬ 
cently  fopmed  on  the  south  side,  for  the  reception  of  bonded 
timber.  The  export  docks,  or  that  appropriated  for  ships  trad¬ 
ing  outwards  is  about  870  yards  in  length  by  135  in  width, 
go  that  its  area  is  near  25  acres.  The  north  or  import  dock, 
or  that  appropriated  for  ships  entering  to  discharge,  is  pf  the 
same  length  as  the  export  dock,  and  166  yards  wide,  so  that 
it  contains  nearly  thirty  acres.  The  south  dock  which  is  ap¬ 
propriated  both  to  export  and  import  vessels,  1,183  yards  long 
]yith  an  enjranpe  to  the  river  at  each  end  ;  both  the  locks,  as 
■yvel}  as  that  into  the  Blackwall  basin,  being  forty-five  feet 
wide,  or  large  enough  to  admit  ships  of  1,200  tons  burden.  At 
the  highest  tides,  the  depth  of  the  water  in  the  docks  is  twenty- 
four  feet,  and  the  whole  will  contain  with  ease  600  vessels,  of 
from  250  to  500  tons.  The  separation  of  the  homeward  bound 
ships,  which  is  of  the  utmost  importance  for  preventing  plunder, 
and  giving  additional  security  to  the  revenue  and  the  mer¬ 
chant,  was  for  the  first  time  adopted  in  this  establishment. 
The  import  and  export  docks  are  parallel  to  each  other,  being 
divided  by  a  range  of  warehouses,  principally  appropriated 
to  the  reception  of  rum,  brandy  and  other  spirituous  liquors  ; 
there  ape  smaller  warehouses  and  sheds  on  the  quays  of  the 
export  and  south  docks  for  the  reception  of  goods  sent  down  for 
exportation.  The  warehouses  for  imported  goods  are  on  the 
four  quays  of  the  import  dock.  They  are  well  contrived  and 
are  of  great  extent,  being  calculated  to  contain  160,000  hogs¬ 
heads  of  sugar,  exclusive  of  coffee  and  other  produce.  There 
have  been  deposited  at  the  same  time  upon  the  quays,  under 
the  sheds  and  in  the  warehouses  belonging  to  these  docks 
J 48, 563  hogsheads  of  sugar,  70,875  casks  and  433,648  bags 
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/of  Coffee,  35,1 58  puncheons  of  rum,  and  pipes  of  Maderia 
wine,  14,021  logs  of  mahogany,  21,350  tons  of  logwood,  &c. 
the  whole  area  occupied  by  the  docks,  warehouses,  &c.,  in¬ 
cludes  about  295  acres,  and  the  most  effectual  precautions  are 
adopted  for  the  prevention  of  fire  and  pilfering. 

This  spacious  and  magnificent  establishment  was  founded 
by  subscription. 

The  property  being  vested  in  the  West  India  Dock  Com¬ 
pany,  the  affairs  of  which  are  managed  by  twenty-one  Di¬ 
rectors,  as  a  Body  Corporate.  The  right  of  voting  is  vested 
in  those  shareholders  only  who  hold  £500  of  the  Company's? 
stock.  The  Company’s  capital  is  £1,380,000. 

^ he  West  India  Docks  have  proved  a  very  successful  um 
dertaking,  and  have  been  highly  beneficial  to  the  original 
shareholders.  All  West  India  ships  frequenting  the  Thames, 
were  obliged  tQ.use  them  for  a  period  of  twenty  "years  front* 
their  completion.  The  dividend  of  the  Company’s  stock  was 
limited  to  10  per  cept.,  and  after  making  dividends  to  the  full 
pmount,  with  the  exception  of  the  first  half  year,  they  had,  ip 
1819,  an  accumulated  fund  of  near  £400,000.  But  they  then 
diminished  their  charges  at  the  suggestion  of  the  Committee  of 
the  House  of  Commons,  on  the  foreign  trade  of  the  country,  sq 
as  to  give  the  trade  using  the  docks  the  benefit  of  the  surplus 
fund,  which  was  to  be  reduced  to  £100,000  before  30th 
January,  1826. 

Latterly  the  Company  have  been  obliged,  in  consequence 
qftbe  competition  of  the  other  Companies,  to  make  further  re¬ 
ductions  ot  dividend;  it  now  amounts  to  £5  per  cent.  At 
present  the  Company’s  stock  sells  at  about  par. 

The  nearest  dock  gate  at  Limehouse  is  about  three  miles 
from  the  Exchange,  and  the  other  next  Blackwall,  about  half 
a  mile  more.  This  distance  has  the  disadvantage  of  increasing 
the  expense  of  cartage,  and  of  being  inconvenient  to  the  mer¬ 
chants  and  others,  using  the  docks ;  on  the  other  hand,  how¬ 
ever,  ships  entering  the  West  India  Docks  avoid  a  consjdepablg 
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extent  of  troublesome,  if  not  of  dangerous  navigation,  that  must 
be  undertaken  by  those  bound  for  the  St.  Catharine’s  and  Lon¬ 
don  Docks. 

2.  London  Docks. — These  were  the  next  undertaking  of 
this  sort  set  on  foot  in  the  Thames.  They  are  situated  in 
Wapping,  and  were  principally  intended  for  the  reception  of 
ships  laden  with  wine,  brandy  and  rice.  The  Western  Dock 
covers  a  space  of  above  twenty  acres,  and  the  new  or  Eastern 
Dock  covers  about  seven  acres.  The  Tobacco  Dock  lies  be¬ 
tween  the  above,  and  exceeds  one  acre  in  extent,  being  des¬ 
tined  solely  for  tobacco  ships.  The  entire  space  included 
within  the  outer  dock  wall,  is  seventy-one  acres  and  three 
roods.  These  docks  were  opened  in  1805.  The  capital  of 
this  Company  amounts  to  £3,238,310  5s.  lOd.  A  consider¬ 
able  portion  of  this  vast  sum,  and  of  a  further  sum  of  £700,000 
borrowed,  was  required  for  the  purchase  of  the  houses,  about 
1,300  in  number,  that  occupied  the  site  of  the  docks;  the  pre¬ 
sent  dividend  is  2J  per  cent. 

3.  East  India  Docks.— These  docks,  situated  at  Blackwall, 
were  principally  intended  for  the  accommodation  of  the  ships 
-employed  by  the  East  India  Company.  There  are  two  docks, 
■one  for  ships  unloading  inwards,  and  one  for  those  unloading 
outwards.  The  import  dock  contains  about  eighteen  acres, 
and  the  export  dock  about  nine  acres.  The  entrance  basin 
which  connects  the  docks  with  the  river,  contains  about  two 
acres  and  three  quarters;  the  length  of  the  entrance  lock  is 
210  feet,  the  width  of  the  gates  48  feet  clear,  having  to  re¬ 
ceive  vessels  of  great  burden.  The  depth  of  water  in  the  East 
India  docks  is  never  less  than  twenty-three  feet.  Most  of 
the  merchandize  imported  into  these  docks  is  conveyed  with¬ 
out  loss  of  time  to  warehouses  in  the  city,  so  that  the  extent  of 
warehouses  belonging  to  them  is  comparatively  small.  The 
East  India  Docks  are  at  the  greatest  distance  from  town.  The 
capital  of  the  Company  is  under  £500,000,  and  the  diyidend 
js  4  per  cent, 


449 


[Doc.  No.  80> 

4th.  St.  Catherine's  Docks. — The  Company  for  the  con¬ 
struction  of  these  docks,  was  incorporated  by  the  act,  6  Geo.-' 
IV.  chap.  105,  (local,)  and  they  were  partially  opened  on  the 
25th  October,  1828.  They  are  situated  immediately  under 
the  Tower,  and  are,  consequently,  the  most  contiguous  of  any 
to  the  city,  the  Custom  House,  and  other  places,  where  busi¬ 
ness  is  transacted.  The  capital,  raised  by  shares,  amounts  to 
£1*352,800,  but  an  additional  sum  of  £800,000  has  been  bor¬ 
rowed  on  the  security  of  the  rates  for  the  completion  of  the 
works,  and  the  purchase  of  a  freehold  property  possessing 
river  frontage,  from  the  Tower  to  the  corner  of  Lower  East 
Smithfield,  of  the  value  of  upwards  of  £100,000,  but  not  re¬ 
quired  for  the  immediate  purpose  of  the  act ;  a  portion  of  this 
property  kas  been  appropriated  as  a  steam  packet  wharf,  where 
passengers  embark  and  land  without  the  aid  or  risk  of  boat 
conveyance >  the  purchase  of  the  numerous  houses  that  stood* 
upon  the  ground  occupied  by  the  docks  proved,  as  in  the  case 
of  the  London  Docks,  a  heavy  item  of  expense.  The  space' 
included  within  the  outer  wall,  is  about  twenty-four  acres, - 
nearly  eleven  of  which  are  water.  The  warehouses  and- 
vaults  are  upon  a  very  large  scale,  far  more  so  than  onfe’ 
might  be  disposed  to  infer  from  the  extent  of  water.  The 
warehouses  are  exceedingly  well  cbntrived  and  commodious, 
and  owing  to  their  being  partly  on  pillars,  (within  what  is 
called  the  quay  works  of  the  other  docks  is  transacted,)  close 
to  the  water’s  edge,  goods  are  hoisted  direct  from  the  hold  of 
the  vessel,  without  its  being  necessary,  as  in  the  West  India 
and  London  Docks,  to  land  them  on  quays,  so  that  there  is  in 
this  way  a  great  saving  in  room,  time  and  labor. 

5th.  Commercial  Docks.— Exclusive  of  the  previously  men¬ 
tioned  docks,  which  are  all  on  the  north  side  of  the  river,  there 
are,  on  the  south  side,  the  Commercial  Docks,  opposite  to  the 
west  end  of  the  West  India  Docks.  These  docks  are  of  large 
extent;  the  space  included  within  the  outer  wall  being  about 
forty-nine  acres,  of  which  nearly  thirty-eight  acres  are  water. 


450 


Doc.  No.  80.] 

They  are  principally  intended  for  the  reception  of  Vessels' 
faith  timber,  corn,  and  other  bulky  commodities ;  they  have 
but  little  accommodation  for  warehousing,  and  their  establish¬ 
ments  are  not  constructed  so  as  to  entitle  them  to  bond  all 
goods. 

The  Surry  Canal  Company  also  admit  vessels  to  be  docked 
in  the  basin  of  their  canal  (501).  The  Committee  have  ob¬ 
served  within  a  few  days  the  following  notice  in  the  papers 
on  the  same  subject,  viz : 

“  New  Docks. — The  water  has  been  let  into  the  new  docks 
called  ‘  Victoria  Dock’  and  *■  Trafalgar  Dock,’  situate  between 
Waterloo  and  Clarence  Docks,  at  the  north  end  of  the  town ; 
each  dock  comprises  about  four  statute  acres,  and  Victoria 
Dock  is  already  occupied  by  several  merchant  ships.”  The 
following  is  from  the  same  author,  (504.) : 

Amount  of  Shipping,  belonging  to  the  port  of  London. — 

According  to  the  official  accounts,  there  belonged  to  the  port 
of  London  in  1832,  besides  boats  and  other  vessels  not  regis¬ 
tered,  2,669  ships  of  the  burden  of  565,174  tons1,  manned  by 
82,786  men  and  boys.  In  1819,  the  gross  csutom  duty  col¬ 
lected  in  the  port  of  London,  amounted  to  £7,749,463  ;■  the 
expense  of  collecting  being  £277,913,  or  at  the  rate  of 
£3  11s.  8^<£.  per  cent.  In  1832,  the  gross  duty  had  risen  to 
£9,434,854,  while  the  expenses  of  collecting  had  sunk  to 
£243,678,  being  at  the  rate  of  only  £2  11s.  7f  d.  per  cent. 

The  following  tabular  statement,  will  serve  to  illustrate  the 
foreign  trade  and  navigation  of  London. — Page  503. 


451 


[Doc.  No  80. 


t 

f 

ft 

J 

v>8 

!! 

1 


i  i 


ill  1 


I 


lia  ! 


Hllllllilll 


1 

j355  » i 


IlSilii 


^HIIP  % 


l8§}H!l  !  f 


IIIIIIIIIIIII  1 


452 


Doc.  No.  80.] 

II.  Liverpool  Docks. — The  first  wet  dock  in  the  British 
Empire  was  constructed  at  Liverpool,  in  pursuance  of  an  Act 
of  Parliament  obtained  in  1708.  At  this  period  Liverpool 
was  but  an  inconsiderable  town,  and  the  accommodation  she 
has  derived  from  her  docks,  is  one  of  the  circumstances  that 
has  done  most  to  promote  her  extraordinary  increase  in  com¬ 
merce,  population,  and  wealth.  A  second  wet  dock  was 
opened  about  the  middle  of  the  last  century,  and  since  that 
period,  many  more  have  been  constructed  ;  some  of  them 
on  a  very  magnificent  scale,  and  furnished  with  all  sort  of  con¬ 
veniences.  When  those  now  in  progress  are  completed,  the 
total  area  of  water  in  the  docks  will  exeeed  ninety  acres. 

The  entrance  to  the  port  of  Liverpool  is  a  good  deai  in¬ 
commoded  with  sand  banks,  through  which,  however,  there 
are  several  channels,  which,  when  the  proper  precautions  are 
observed,  afford  an  easy  and  safe  access  to  the  port. 

The  Liverpool  Docks  are  all  constructed  upon  the  estate  of 
the  Corporation,  and  are  managed  by  Commissioners  appointed 
by  Parliament.  The  warehouses  belong  to  individuals,  and 
are  private  property ;  none  of  them  belong  to  the  dock  estates ; 
most  of  them  are,  of  course,  situated  in  the  immediate  vicinity 
of  the  docks. 

In  1832  there  belonged  to  Liverpool  853  registered  vessels, 
of  the  burthen  of  166,028  tons,  manned  by  9,329  men  and 
boys.  The  gross  custom  duty  collected  in  the  port,  during 
the  year  1833,  amounted  to  the  enormous  sum  of  £3,733,152. 

By  a  reference  to  the  map  of  Liverpool,  it  will  be  at  once 
noticed,  what  were  the  many  difficulties  surmounted  in  obtain¬ 
ing  their  present  provisions  for  the  shipping  interest  of  that 
city.  The  Corporation  furnished  the  means  and  own  the 
docks,  which  have  not  cost  less  than  thirty  or  forty  millions  of 
dollars. 

In  London  the  docks  are  the  result  of  private  investment 
and  enterprize.  All  their  works  are  so  constructed  as  to 
avoid  the  delays  and  difficulties  arising  from  their  very  high 
tides,  and  this  is  done  by  their  locks  and  dock  gates.  In  this 
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city  the  adoption  of  the  Great  Pier  will  not  require  any  such 
expenditure,  and,  at  the  same  time,  furnish  a  permanent  and 
commodious  dock  or  basin,  for  a  very  small  sum  of  money ; 
the  intention  is,  that  this  pier  shall  form  very  little  obstruction 
to  the  tide,  which  will  still  continue  to  ebb  and  flow  in  the 
same  manner  as  at  the  present  time ;  and  although  this  will 
cost  so  little,  it  must  for  ever  possess  one  admitted  and  essen¬ 
tial  advantage  over  the  docks,  even  of  London,  viz.,  that  ves¬ 
sels  can  be  sent  from  our  basin  to  sea,  at  any  state  of  the  tide, 
and  at  all  times  of  the  year. 

The  badness  of  the  harbor,  the  rapidity  of  the  river  Mer¬ 
sey,  and  the  shifting  of  its  sands,  were  the  inducements  to  found 
the  Docks  of  Liverpool,  and  various  other  inconveniences  ex¬ 
perienced  by  shipping  in  the  Thames,  were  the  origin  of  the 
Docks  of  London. 

The  Committee  are  persuaded  that  the  time  has  arrived 
when  the  great  interests  of  New  York,  in  regard  to  her  com- 
merce,  should  be  attended  to  by  the  City  Government  The 
waters  of  the  North  River  are  deep,  wide  and  extensive. 
From  the  earliest  settlement  of  the  city,  those  waters  have 
been  avoided  by  navigators  as  a  location  for  vessels ;  the  rea¬ 
son  is  at  hand — the  extreme  cold,  the  ice,  the  bleak  winds  and 
driving  tempests  that  frequently  beat  upon  that  shore  in  winter, 
and  the  sudden  squalls  and  rough  weather  to  which  that  part 
of  our  island  is  every  year  subject,  and  frequently  even  in 
summer. 

The  Committee  cannot  omit  to  add,  that  it  seems  but  plain 
and  simple  justice,  that  as  faithful  and  impartial  legislators  and 
guardians  of  the  rights  and  interests  of  all,  the  Common  Coun¬ 
cil  should  as  well  take  measures  to  remedy  the  difficulties  in 
the  use  of  the  Hudson  River  on  our  shore,  as  to  remove  any 
other  impediment  complained  of  within  our  limits;  and  it  can¬ 
not  be  denied  that  property  for  a  great  extent,  on  that  side  of 
our  city,  is  far  below  what  it  would  have  long  since  been,  had 
the  use  of  those  waters  been  rendered  more  agreeable,  safe 
and  convenient. 
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It  has  been  suggested,  that  if  the  warehousing  system  should 
be  adopted,  the  cost  of  storage  in  public  stores  would  be  re¬ 
duced  one-half;  the  cellars  for  bonded  liquors  altogether; 
fewer  officers  would  be  required  to  attend  to  them ;  delays 
arid  inconveniences  attendant  on  the  Custom  House  forms 
prevented ;  ships  discharged  immediately  on  arrival  at  one- 
half  the  present  expense  ;  errors  and  mistakes  in  receiving  and 
delivering  guarded  against;  smuggling  and  thieving  pre¬ 
vented,  &c.,  &c. 

The  difference  of  premiums  of  insurance,  on  at  least 
$20,000,000  of  property,  at  one  quarter  per  cent. 

vyould  be  .  $50,000 

The  depredation  on  property  prevented  annually  30,000 
If  we  take  the  London  report  for  a  datum,  they 
would  amount  to  ten  times  this  sum. 

Saving  of  labor  and  drayage,  either  directly  by 
discharging  into  the  warehouse  on  the  pier,  or  in¬ 
directly  by  allowing  goods  to  remain  on  the  pier 

under  the  sheds,  paying  for  permission, . 

Storage,  in  public  stores, . 

Demurrage  on  chartered  vessels,  time  lost  for 
want  of  berths,  expenses,  damages  incurred  in 
moving,  time  of  merchants,  masters  and  clerks, 
employed  in  hunting  up  berths,  &c.,  delays  for 
want  of  room  on  the  piers,  to  load  and  discharge, 
extra  labor,  and  time  lost  to  carmen  and  others, 
occasioned  by  the  crowded  state  of  the  piers,  and 
damages  to  goods  by  the  filth  they  are  covered 
with,  &c.,  would  be  undoubtedly  estimated  by 
those  who  have  most  experience,  at  over  ......  180,000 

which  is  3f  per  cent.  more.  ' 

4  r  $260,000 


40,000 

20,000 


The  great  pier  and  basin,  for  the  North  River,  will  form  a 
natural  and  inviting  depot,  and  a  common  home  and  rendez¬ 
vous  for  all  the  vast,  varied  and  increasing  trade  of  the  north, 
the  west,  and  part  of  the  south,  which  is  now  arriving,  and 
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which  must  soon  be  poured  into  their  bosom,  from  the  rail 
roads,  canals,  seas,  and  almost  intermeniable  chain  of  lakes> 
that  will  conduct  countless  millions  to  our  market;  it  would 
defend  our  shipping  from  damage  by  ice,  wind  and  storm  ;  no 
renewal,  or  cleaning,  and  few  repairs  would  ever  be  required ; 
the  general  health  would  be  promoted ;  and  should  it  be  de¬ 
termined  that  all  goods  landed  shall  pay  a  small  wharfage,  as 
in  Boston,  and  in  many  of  the  principal  commercial  cities  of 
Europe,  the  proposed  arrangement  will  be  doubly  necessary 
and  desirable,  while  it  will  furnish  ship  room  that  we  must 
have,  and  which  can  be  provided  no  where  else it  will  raise 
the  value  of  the  west  half  of  the  city  to  what  it  deserves,  and 
was  designed  to  possess. 

It  has  been  well  found  that  no  objection  to  these  measures 
can  come  from  the  government  of  the  Union,  or  would  be 
made  by  the  state.  But  there  are  private  interests  in  piers, 
wharves  and  water  grants,  heretofore  made  for  very  small 
consideration ;  these  might  either  be  purchased  by  the  Corpo¬ 
ration,  or  an  agreement  entered  into,  establishing  the  terms  on 
which  they  should  remain  private  property,  (as  was  done  by 
the  Corporation  of  Liverpool,  120  years  ago).  In  this  case 
such  adjustment  should  be  made  as  to  be  satisfactory  to  all 
parties. 

Should  some  be  found,  however,  who  should,  against  the 
great  interest  of  this  city,  refuse  to  yield  to  this  dictate  of  rea¬ 
son,  patriotism  and  enterprise,  it  cannot  be  forgotten  that 
both  the  constitution  and  laws  authorize  the  city  to  take  pos¬ 
session  of  them,  for  public  use,  on  paying  therefor  a  fair  equi¬ 
valent. 

And,  as  if  to  provide  for  this  very  case,  in  the  statute  pass¬ 
ed  April  9th,  1813,  and  sections  219,  220,  221,  222,  (page 
800,  of  the  collection  concerning  New  York,)  it  is  expressly 
provided,  “  That  it  shall  be  lawful  for  the  Mayor,  Aldermen, 
and  Commonalty  of  the  said  City,  in  Common  Council  con¬ 
vened,  to  lay  out  wharves  and  slips  in  the  said  city,  whenever 
and  wherever  they  shall  deem  it  expedient ;  and  may  take 
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ground  belonging  to  individuals,  for  these  purposes,  on  paying 
damages,  to  be  assessed.”  And,  what  also  fully  meets  the 
case  now  contemplated,  it  is  enacted,  by  the  224th  section 
of  the  same  statute,  that  “  It  shall  be  lawful  for  the  Corpora¬ 
tion  to  direct  piers  to  be  sunk  and  completed,  at  such  distance 
and  in  such  manner  as  they,  in  their  discretion,  shall  think 
proper,  in  front  of  the  said  streets  or  wharves,  so  adjoining  or 
extending  along  the  said  rivers,  and  the  said  piers  to  be  con¬ 
nected  with  the  said  streets,  by  wharves,  bridges,  &,c.,  lying 
opposite  to  the  place  where  such  piers  shall  be  directed  to  be 
sunk,  and  by  such  days  and  times  as  the  said  Mayor,  &c.» 
may  for  that  purpose  appoint,  and  on  default  by  such  proprie¬ 
tors,  the  Corporation  may  make  such  piers,  and  take  the  profit, 
or  may  grant  such  right  to  any  other  person.”  And  by  the 
228th  section  of  the  same  statute,  it  is  also  enacted  that,  “  It 
shall  and  may  be  lawful  for  the  Corporation  at  their  own  ex¬ 
pense,  to  cause  such  and  so  many  public  basins  to  be  formed 
and  completed  in  the  said  city,  as  they  may  deem  necessary 
for  the  trade  thereof,  and  to  take  for  their  own  use  the  slipage, 
or  wharfage  arising  from  the  same,  any  law,  usage,  or  custom 
<to  the  contrary  notwithstanding.”  Not  however  to  infringe  on 
private  rights. 

The  following  statement  of  facts  has  been  noticed  by  the 
Committee,  and  they  are  of  opinion  that  the  same  may  be  use¬ 
ful  and  important,  when  the  Common  Council  shall  have  under 
consideration  the  future  destiny  of  New  York.  This  account 
of  the  countries  of  the  globe,  and  the  kind  of  government  and 
the  population  of  each  of  them,  is  taken  from  sources  that  can¬ 
not  be  questioned.  It  will  be  matter  of  reference  of  some 
moment,  while  showing  the  prospects  of  our  city,  arising  from 
her  intercourse  with  other  nations,  at  a  future  time. 


Population  of  the  world,  (McGregor,)  812,553,712 

being  of  the  following  complexions  : 

Whites  . 440.000,000 

Copper  Colored .  15,000,000 

Mulattos  .  230,000,000 

Blacks  .  120,000,000 
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Hassel  deemed  the  world’s  population  to  be  936,461,000 


professing  the  following  religions  : 


252  600  000 

Jews  . 

5  000  000 

120  105  000 

140,000,000 

313  977  000 

Other  denominations 

,  134,490,000 

Malte  Brun  makes  Europe  to  contain  . 

213,000,000 

Balbi  states  Asia  . . . 

.  413,844,300 

Sundry  authors  consulted  for  America . 

.  46,492,000 

Australia  and  Oceanica  . 

14,487,000 

Sundry  other  authors  consulted  for  Africa 

124,730,412 

Government  of  the  principal  Nations  and  their  Population. 

Countries. 

Government. 

Population. 

Great  Britain, 

Limited  Monarchy, 

25,600,000 

Holland, 

do. 

3,633,000 

Switzerland, 

Republic, 

2,090,000 

France, 

Limited  Monarchy, 

34,000,000 

Spain, 

Monarchy, 

14,400,000 

Portugal, 

do. 

3,800,000 

Russia  in  Europe, 

Despotic  Monarchy, 

42,000,000 

do.  in  Asia, 

do. 

3,440,000 

Egypt, 

Despotic, 

4,000,000 

Denmark, 

Despotic  Monarchy, 

2,000,000 

Prussia, 

do. 

15,000,000 

Saxony, 

do. 

1,500,000 

Hanover, 

Limited  Monarchy, 

(King  of  Great  Britain,)  1,600,000 

Turkey  in  Asia, 

Despotic,  (Sultan,) 

11,500,000 

do.  in  Europe, 

do.  do. 

10,000,000 

Arabia, 

Despotic  Chiefs, 

11,500,000 

Tartary, 

do. 

10,000,000 

China, 

Despotic  Monarchy, 

(Emperor,) 

170,000,000 
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Countries. 

Government. 

Population. 

Japan, 

Despotic  Monarchy, 

25,000,000 

British  India, 

Limited  Monarchy,  E. 

Hindostan,  &c.,  &c. 

India  Company  and  the 

King  of  G.  Britain, 

140,352,000 

Austria, 

Despotic  Monarchy, 

34,500,000 

Asiatic  Isles, 

do. 

20,000,000 

Bavaria, 

do. 

4,400,000 

Sweden  .and  Norway, 

Limited  Monarchy, 

5,000,000 

United  States, 

Republic, 

16,680,000 

Italy, 

Despotic  Monarchy,  and 

the  Pope, 

10,000,000 

Persia, 

Despotic  Monarchy, 

9,000,000 

Belgium, 

Limited  Monarchy, 

4,500,000 

Mexico, 

Republic, 

8,500,000 

Columbia, 

do.  . 

3,400,000 

Bolivaia, 

do. 

1,500,000 

Guatemalia, 

do. 

2,000,000 

Peru, 

do. 

2,000,000 

Chili, 

do. 

1,700,000 

Brazil, 

Despotic  Monarchy, 

5,500,000 

Hayti, 

Republic, 

810,000 

Independent  Indians, 

By  Chiefs, 

1,500,000 

English  Possesions  in  , 
America  and  Islands, 

Limited  Monarchy, 

3,100,000 

French  do. 

do. 

240,000 

Spanish  do. 

Despotic  Monarchy, 

1,100,000 

Dutch  Possessions,  do. 

Limited  Monarchy, 

140,000 

Danish  do. 

Despotic  Monarchy, 

110,000 

Russia  do. 

do. 

50,000 

Swedish  do. 

Limited  Monarchy, 

16,000 

Dutch  Islands,  in  Ocea- 
nica  and  the  East, 

do. 

9,360,000 

Spanish  do. 

Despotic  Monarchy, 

2,640,000 

New  South  Wales, 

Limited  Monarchy, 

(Great  Britain,) 

500,000 
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Countries.  Government. 

Cape  of  Good  Hope  and  JYimited  Monarchy, 
other  African  Colonies,  (Great  Britain,) 


Annam,  (Asia,) 
Siam* 

Birmah, 

Ceylon,  (Island,) 

Singia, 

Nepaul, 

Leikhs, 

Sindhy, 

Cabaul, 
Belonches, 


Despotic, 
do. 

Despotic,  but  tributary 
to  Great  Britain, 
Limited  Monarchy, 
(Great  Britain,) 
Despotic  Monarchy, 
do.  but  tributary 
to  Great  Britain, 
Monarchial  Confederacy, 
do. 

Despotic  Monarchy, 
Confederacy 


Population, 

1,200,000 

14,000,000 

3,000,000 


Herat,  (East  Khorrisoan,)  Despotic  Monarchy, 
Boucharia,  Despotic,  (Khan,) 


Ivhokan, 

Yemen, 

Portuguese  Asia, 
French  do. 
Bohemia, 
Bavaria, 

Ionian  Islands, 

Greece, 

Thibet, 


do. 

do.  (Iman,) 
Despotic  Monarchy, 
Limited  Monarchy, 
Despotic, 
do. 

Limited  Monarchy, 
(Great  Britain,) 
Limited  Monarchy, 
Absolute  Monarchy, 
(Grand  Lama,) 


1,000,00(1 

4,000,000 

2,500,000 
5,500,000 
1,000,000 
6  500,000 
2,000,000 
1,500,000 
2,500,000 
1,000,000 
2,500,000 
500,0000 

179,000 

3,100,000 

4,238,205 

200,000 

2,200,000 


It  is  to  be  borne  in  mind  that  the  Government  of  the 
United  States  owes  nothing,  and  is  becoming  rich  in  its  trea¬ 
sury,  and  throughout  its  entire  limits,  not  by  great  exac¬ 
tions,  nor  heavy  burdens  of  any  sort ;  but  by  a  small  charge 
upon  immense  transactions.  The  states  owe  but  little,  many 
of  them  nothing,  and  the  State  of  New  York  already  sup-- 
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ports  its  government  without  taxation,  by  taking  the  means  so 
to  do  from  the  surplus  of  the  profits  on  its  internal  improve¬ 
ments.  Compare  this  happy  condition  of  our  country  with  that 
of  some  of  the  principal  powers  of  Europe,  above  mentioned. 


IN  GREAT  BRITAIN. 

National  debt,  .....  $3,490,896,768 

Yearly  revenue,  .....  228,849,600 

Population,  (to  say  nothing  of  Co¬ 
lonies,)  ....  25,000  000 
Army  in  peace,  .  .  men,  90,519 

do.  in  war,  .  •  do.  378,370 

Navy  in  peace,  610  ships, 
do.  in  war,  1,056  do. 

RUSSIA. 

National  debt,  .....  $200,000,000 

Yearly  revenue,  .....  52,000,000 

Population,  (Europe  and  Asia,)  46,000,000 
Army  in  peace,  .  •  men,  600,000 

do.  in  war,  .  .  do.  1,100,000 

Navy,  about  140  ships  and  fast  increasing. 


FRANCE. 


National  debt,  .  •  • 

Yearly  revenue, . 

Population,  •  •  34,000,000 

Army  in  peace,  .  •  men,  281,000 

do.  in  war,  .  •  do.  320,000 

Navy  in  peace,  329  ships, 
do.  in  war,  354  do. 


$480,000,000 

157,760,000 


National  debt, 
Yearly  revenue, 
Population, 


AUSTRIA. 

.  34,500,000 


$200,000,000 

52,000,000 
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Army  in  peace, 

.  men,  271,404 

do.  in  war. 

.  do.  750,504 

Navy,  72  ships. 

National  debt, 

PRUSSIA. 

$114,840,440 

Yearly  revenue, 

30,477,000 

Population,  . 

.  .  15,000,000 

Army  in  peace, 

.  men,  165,000 

do.  in  war, 

.  do.  524,428 

Ships,  under  20. 

National  debt, 

TURKEY. 

#36,000,000 

Yearly  revenue, 

11,200,000 

Population,  (Europe 

and  Asia,)  21,000,000 

Army  in  peace, 

,  men,  80,000 

do.  in  war, 

,  do,  200,000 

Navy  in  peace,  80  ships, 

do.  in  war,  160  do. 

With  these  debts  against  them,  these  countries  project  and 
carry  forward  many  important  and  magnificent  improve¬ 
ments. 

In  the  next  place,  that  the  idea  is  seriously  entertained  of 
ship  navigation  with  the  northern  and  western  lakes  and  the 
Atlantic  ocean,  by  the  enlargement  of  some  portions  of  our 
present  canals,  as  also  by  a  ship  canal  around  the  Falls  of 
Niagara,  on  the  east  side,  and  using  for  this  great  object  cer¬ 
tain  small  lakes  and  other  waters  in  the  line.  “  This  is  the 
same  idea  once  so  enthusiastically  entertained  by  the  late 
Governor  Morris,  when  he  said  there  would  one  day  be  trains 
of  vessels  from  London  to  Lake  Erie.”  The  route  is  stated 
to  have  been  carefully  surveyed  by  an  able  Engineer,  and 
found  to  be  entirely  practicable,  and  it  is  urged,  and  with 
great  force,  “  that  from  the  stupendous  increase  in  the  re- 
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sources  of  the  western  stales,  other  channels  of  commerce  of 
a  more  perfect  and  ample  kind, than  the  present  will  be  needed 
for  the  interchange  of  their  staple  and  the  merchandize  of  the 
East.”  On  this  subject  the  following  remarks  from  the  Globe, 
published  in  the  City  of  Washington,  are  deemed  highly  ap¬ 
propriate  and  worthy  here  of  very  particular  consideration, 
while  deciding  upon  the  probable  business  of  our  city  in  future 
years. 

'  »  Great  Canal  from  the  Lakes  to  the  Atlantic.— W  e  observe 
that  a  grand  project  is  agilatcd  in  the.  State  ofJVew  York,  for 
uniting  the  waters  of  the  great  western  lakes  with  those  of 
the  Atlantic,  by  ship  and  sailboat  canal,  adapted  to  vessels  of 
large  burden.  "  The  plan  is  to  improve  the  navigation  of  the 
Oswego  and  Oneida  Rivers,  and  Oneida  Lake,  and  extend  a 
deep  and  wide  canal  from  the  latter  to  the  valley  of  the  Mo¬ 
hawk  at  Utica  ;  and  from  that  point  to  take  the  channel  of  the 
river,  or  construct  a  large  canal  along  .its  valley  to  the  tide 
waters  of  the  Hudson.  From  Oswego  to  Utica,  about  half 
the  distance,  the  route  has  been  surveyed,  and  is  said  to  afford 
remarkable  facilities  ;  being  already  a  deep  navigable  channel 
two  thirds  of  the  way,  and  requiring  but  about  $1,200,000 
to  complete  it  to  Utica;  the  rest  of  the  route  is  said  to  be  fea¬ 
sible,  though  at  a  greater  proportionate  expense. 

“  This  is  certainly  a  magnificent  project,  fraught  with  incalr 
culable  advantages  to  the  wide  continent,  and  worthy  of  the 
remarkable  spirit  of  enterprise  of  the  age.  The  extent  of  its 
influence  in  developing  the  resources  of  the  country  can  hardly 
be  foreseen,  and  the  expansion  of  our  coasting  trade  through 
those  inland  seas,  for  two  thousand  miles  into  the  heart  ofa  fertile 
country,  open  to  vessels  that  navigate  the  Atlantic  seaboard, 
would  give  an  impulse  to  the  general  prosperity  of  the  Union, 
which  would  not  cease  to  be  felt  so  long  as  agriculture  and 
commerce  engross  its  energies.” 

That  it  is  also  in  contemplation  to  connect  Cayuga  Lake 
with  Lake  Ontario  by  a  ship  canal ;  and  it  is  admitted  that  the 
time  cannot  be  very  distant  when  the  Lakes  Erie  and  Ontario 


463 


[Doc.  No.  80. 

will  be  actually  united  by  a  ship  canal  around  the  Falls  of 
Niagara  on  the  American  side.  This  has,  to  a  considerable 
extent,  already  been  done  by  the  Welland  Canal  on  the 
English  side  of  the  same  river,  which  is  about  to  become  the 
property  of  the  British  Government. 

Some  circumstances  lately  made  known,  must  further  ani¬ 
mate  our  citizens  in  their  wishes  for  these  preparations. 

It  appears  beyond  doubt,  notwithstanding  the  obstacles 
heretofore  thrown  in  the  way  by  the  East  India  Company, 
that  ultimate  success  will  attend  the  efforts  of  a  powerful  com¬ 
bination  of  British  merchants  to  establish  a  steam  communi¬ 
cation  with  India,  by  the  way  of  Egypt.  By  looking  over 
the  map  of  Asia,  it  will  be  seen  at  once  that  no  human  intel¬ 
lect  can  span  or  estimate  the  signally  advantageous  consequen¬ 
ces  which  this  achievement  would  produce  to  the  commercial 
cities  of  Europe,  and  to  the  commerce  and  other  operations  of 
our  own  city  of  New  York. 

The  constant  and  unexampled  additions  annually  to  the  whale 
fishery  by  the  investments,  labors  and  enterprize  of  our  fellow 
citizens,  must  also  prove,  still  further,  the  increasing  and  endu¬ 
ring  demands  for  berths  for  shipping  here.  We  are  well  infor¬ 
med,  that  a  few  months  since,  four  hundred  and  fifty  ships  were 
absent  from  this  country  engaged  in  the  whale  fishery.  These 
vessels  employed  upward  of  ten  thousand  men,  and  cost, 
with  their  outfits,  about  $12,000,000,  and  are  estimated  to  be 
worth,  when  their  voyages  are  completed,  $20,000,000! 
This  enormous  fleet  is  now  nearly  all  in  the  Pacific.  And  add  to 
ajl  these  animating  circumstances,  that  steam  vessels  have 
already  found  their  way  into  the  River  Euprates,  and  even  into 
the  Pacific  Ocean,  where  a  few  short  years  will  multiply  them 
beyond  the  numbers  now  employed  in  the  United  States. 

The  following  statement,  too,  is  worthy  of  being  added  to 
the  foregoing  facts  : 

A  letter  dated  Bogota,  and  addressed  to  the  editor  of  the 
Pennsylvanian,  says:  ‘By  reference  to  a  map  of  Columbia, 
you  will  perceive  a  town  called  Chagres,  at  the  mouth  of  a 
river  of  the  same  name,  emptying  into  the  Atlantic  Ocean,  ip 
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the  latitude  of  about  niue  degrees  north ;  from  that  place  to 
Cruses,  by  the  various  windings  of  the  river,  is  forty-three 
miles.  This  river  is  navigable  at  at  all  seasons  of  the  year, 
for  steam  boats  drawing  six  feet  water,  and  as  the  current 
does  not  exceed  three  miles  per  hour,  the  trip  could  be  per¬ 
formed  in  five  hours.  From  Cruses  to  Panama  is  fiteen  miles, 
as  easily  improved  by  railroad  as  that  from  Philadelphia  to 
Norristown.  Thus,  there  can  be  secured  a  safe  conveyance 
from  the  Atlantic  to  the  Pacific  Ocean  in  six  hours. 

“  The  bread  stuffs,  provisions  and  manufactures  of  the  Uni¬ 
ted  States  will  find  a  ready  market  in  the  Pacific,  twenty 
days  after  leaving  our  ports,  instead  of  being  exposed  to  a 
voyage  of  three  months  around  Cape  Horn,  during  which  the 
flour  and  provisions  are  frequently  damaged,  by  being  so 
long  confined  in  the  holds  of  vessels  in  these  warm  climates. 

“  Our  whale  ships  in  the  Pacific  will  be  enabled  to  transmit 
promptly  to  the  United  States  any  quantity  of  oil,  however 
small,  instead  of  being  detained  for  years,  accumulating  a  stock 
sufficient  to  justify  a  voyage  around  the  Cape. 

“  The  provisions,  naval  stores  and  seamen,  for  our  national 
and  private  ships,  will  find  a  cheap  and  profitable  conveyance 
across  the  Isthmus,  and  the  slightest  indication  of  an  Euro¬ 
pean  war,  could  be  communicated  to  our  Pacific  squadron  in 
twenty  days  from  Washington  City.”  And  it  has  been  sev¬ 
eral  times  in  contemplation  to  connect  the  Atlantic  and  Pacific 
Oceans  by  means  of  a  ship  canal  across  the  isthmus  of  Darien. 
It  can  be  done,  and  we  cannot  doubt  that  it  will  be  done.  It 
is  said,  indeed,  that  the  Pacific  Ocean  is  higher  than  the  At¬ 
lantic  ;  suppose  this  true,  it  will  be  as  easy  to  lead  the  waters 
of  the  Pacific  into  the  Atlantic  by  a  canal,  with  suitable  locks 
at  proper  distances,  as  to  contrive  and  build  a  safe,  useful,  and 
permanent  ship  canal  from  Lake  Erie  into  Lake  Ontario.  Who¬ 
ever  doubts  the  former,  should  doubt  the  latter  ;  but  the  latter 
no  one  does  or  can  doubt  for  a  moment.  But  presuming  there 
should  be  any  considerable  delay  in  the  commencement  or 
completion  of  the  canal  across  the  Isthmus,  it  is  rendered 
already  certain  that  the  two  oceans  will  soon  be  reached  iq 
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many  places  by  superior  railroads  and  McAdadtzed  avenues. 
By  these  and  similar  adventures,  the  eastern  isles,  and  all  that 
golden  eastern  shore  of  Asia,  together  with  all  of  western 
America,  will  be  brought  within  a  very  few  days  time  of 
transit  to  New  York.  Asia  has  always  been  the  garden  of 
the  world.  It  is  admitted  that  its  cultivators  have  not  always 
been  wise  men;  but  rich  harvests  may  there  be  gathered  by 
American  intrepidity,  capital  and  enterprize.  It  is  known  to 
all  that  the  Pacific  is  much  more  safe  for  steamboat  naviga¬ 
tion  than  the  Atlantic,  and  when  steam  navigation  shall  have 
been  there  generally  and  fearlessly  distributed  and  patronized, 
and  eastern  Asia,  and  indeed  all  Asia  interchange  her  com¬ 
modities  with  western  America,  it  will  be  found,  that  new,  vast 
and  countless  millions  of  business  and  of  profits  will  thus  be 
given  to  our  city. 

The  Committee,  before  leaving  the  subject  of  steam  power, 
will  mention  a  few  particulars  that  have  lately  been  laid  be¬ 
fore  the  country. 

“  The  first  of  the  series  of  steam  vessels  for  the  American 
and  Colonial  Steam  Navigation  Company,  under  the  manage¬ 
ment  of  the  Directors  of  the  Dublin  Steam  Company,  has 
been  laid  down  in  the  present  week,  by  the  Messrs.  Wil¬ 
son,  Clarence  Dock.  This  vessel  will  be  of  the  burthen  of 
1200  tons,  with  engines  of  400  horse  power,  by  Fawcett  and 
Co.” — Liverpool  paper,  July  16. 

Messrs.  Stephenson  and  Co.  of  Newcastle,  are  construct¬ 
ing  a  locomotive  engine  for  the  Emperor  of  Russia,  the  speed 
of  which  is  warranted  to  be  forty  miles  an  hour.  The  railway 
is  six  feet  wide,  and  the  wheels  of  the  locomotive  are  six  feet 
in  diameter. 

It  is  believed  that  Avery’s  rotary  steam  engines  will  propel 
rail  road  locomotives  at  the  rate  of  fifty  miles  per  hour,  as 
easily  as  the  existing  ones  do  half  the  distance. 

The  Swallow  has  made  a  trip  from  New  York  to  Albany 
in  eight  hours  and  forty-two  minutes,  and  other  boats  can  do 
the  same :  and  a  locomotive  has  already  been  constructed 
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which  performed  eleven  miles  in  eleven  minutes  ;  and  steam¬ 
boats,  loaded  with  freight  and  passengers,  do  occasionally  go 
from  New  York  to  Albany  in  eight  and  even  seven  hours. 
What  can  be  done  once  in  this  matter  can  be  done  at  all  times 
by  proper  preparation  and  care.  And  it  must  be  allowed  that 
in  a  few  years,  boats  will  pass  from  New  York  to  Albany  in 
four  or  five  hours,  without  stopping  by  the  way. 

The  extension  of  steam  power  too,  is  matter  of  daily  oc¬ 
currence.  We  are  informed  that  in  Lincolnshire,  in  England, 
a  steam  plough  has  been  put  in  use,  which  harrows  thirty 
acres,  and  ploughs  eight  acres  per  day.  It  may  also  be  applied 
with  the  greatest  advantage  to  the  silkloom,  which  has  here¬ 
tofore  been  worked  by  hand  only.  And  in  the  preparation 
of  wooden  blocks  for  pavements,  a  steam  sawmill  has  been 
put  in  operation  in  one  of  our  cities  ;  and  it  is  a  thing  of  com¬ 
mon  belief,  that  as  soon  as  cheapness  will  allow  common  roads 
to  be  McAdamized  or  paved  with  wood,  further  experiments 
and  discoveries  will  enable  us  to  traverse  them  by  steam,  with¬ 
out  the  use  of  rails. 

A  favorable  opinion  of  the  promising  growth  of  our  country 
has  found  place  in  the  minds  of  statesmen  of  other  countries. 
This  fact  may  be  fairly  inferred  from  some  remarks  found  in 
a  late  English  paper,  over  the  signature  of  “  Russia,  by  a 
Manchester  manufacturer.”  They  were  as  follows  : 

“  Since  the  publication  of  England,  Ireland  and  America, 
the  author  has  had  an  opportunity  of  visiting  the  United  States, 
and  of  taking  a  hasty  glance  of  the  American  people  ;  and  his 
occular  experience  of  the  country  has  confirmed  him  in  the 
views  he  put  forth  in  that  pamphlet.  Looking  to  the  natural 
endowments  of  the  North  American  continents,  as  superior  to 
Europe  as  the  latter  is  to  Africa,  with  an  almost  immeasurable 
extent  of  river  navigation ;  its  boundless  expanse  of  the  most 
fertile  soil  in  the  world,  and  its  inexhaustible  mines  of  coal, 
iron,  lead,  &c.  Looking  at  these,  and  remembering  the  qua¬ 
lity  and  position  of  a  people  universally  instructed  and  per¬ 
fectly  free,  and  possessing,  as  a  consequence  of  these,  a  new- 
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born  energy  and  vitality  very  far  surpassing  the  character  of 
any  nation  of  the  old  world,  the  writer  reiterates  the  moral 
of  his  former  work,  by  declaring  his  conviction  that  it  is  from 
the  west,  rather  than  the  east,  that  danger  to  the  supremacy 
of  Great  Britain  is  to  be  apprehended  ;  that  is  from  the  peace¬ 
ful  and  silent  rivalry  of  American  commerce,  the  growth  of 
its  manufactures,  its  rapid  progress  in  internal  improvements, 
the  superior  education  of  its  people,  and  their  economical  and 
pacific  government ;  that  it  is  from  these,  and  not  from  the 
barbarous  policy,  or  the  impoverishing  annamenta  of  Russia, 
that  the  grandeur  of  our  Commercial  and  national  prosperity 
is  endangered.  And  the  writer  stakes  his  reputation  upon  the 
prediction,  that  in  less  than  twerfty  years  this  will  be  the  sen-' 
timent  of  the  people  of  England  generally,  and  that  the  same 
conviction  will  be  forced  upon  the  goverment  of  the  country.” 
This  is  also  the  language  of  other  English  writers.  And  it 
must  be  confessed  that  there  is  a  singular  coincidence  between 
the  opinions  of  this  distant  foreigner,  and  those  of  our  lament¬ 
ed  President  Madison.  During  the  last  hours  of  that  eminent 
patriot,  he  is  reported  to  have  said,  that,  “  We  shall  ere  long 
be  at  the  head  of  the  commercial  world,  then  we  will  put  the' 
laws  on  a  liberal  footing,  and  commerce  will  take  a  bound 
equalled  only  by  our  eagle’s  flight  of  liberty.  It  will  be  by 
insisting  successfully,  that  free  ships  shall  make  free  goods. 
This  will  prevent  war.”  Mr.  Madison  added,  “  There  are 
many  reasons  for  our  advancing  and  England’s  conceding  this 
rule  now,  because  in  twenty  years  (according  to  his  calcula¬ 
tion)  our  commerce  will  be  greater  than  her’s.  All  the  rest  of 
the  civilized  world  will  second  us.  We  shall  put  ourselves 
at  their  head,  establishing  a  principle  which  England  must 
concede,  and  that  principle  is  the  pledge  of  permanent  mara- 
time  peace,  and  unlimited  commercial  prosperity,” 

Two  circumstances  of  importance  lately  made  public,  can 
here  be  adduced  to  encourage  the  early  adoption  of  this  pro¬ 
ject. 

The  first  is,  that  a  sure 
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timber  has  been  actually  discovered  in  England,  and  brought 
to  this  country,  by  one  of  the  most  respectable  Captains  o 
one  of  our  packet  lines.  This  will  be  of  incalculable  benefit 
in  the  erection  of  our  connecting  wharves.  The  process  ren¬ 
ders  the  timbers  impervious  to  worms,  and  prevents  their  in¬ 
jury  by  water ;  thus  yielding  pre-eminent  services  to  the  ci  y 
in  all  its  wooden  aquatic  structures. 

2d  Assurances  are  given  by  talented  gentlemen,  having 
both  intention  and  ability  to  execute,  that  after  the  ensuing 
winter,  they  will,  during  every  winter  keep  open  the  Hudson 
River  by  means  of  an  ice  boat.  This  boat  they  propose  to 
use  for  freight  and  passengers,  and  to  so  contrive  and  p  ace 
certain  machinery  about  the  bow  of  the  vessel,  as  to  cut  to 
pieces  all  the  ice  that  would  impede  her  passage,  and  at  the 
same  time  advance  through  the  ice,  during  the  most  of  the 
season,  five  miles  per  hour.  The  Committee  have  had  an  in¬ 
terview  with  the  ingenious  projector,  and  have  full  confidence 
in  the  eventual  success  of  his  undertaking;  and  if  this  should 
be  done  for  New  York,  the  same  will  be  done  for  other  com¬ 
mercial  cities  of  this  country,  and  finally  of  this  continent  and 
the  world.  Our  country  and  internal  trade  generally,  would 
then  be  continued  through  the  entire  year;  the  city  would  be 
found  to  have  commenced  on  a  new  era.  Our  markets,  o 
every  description  would  be  constantly  supplied  through  the 
winter,  direct  from  the  country,  with  all  the  important  neces¬ 
saries  of  life,  and  it  is  but  reasonable  to  hope,  at  much  lower 
prices  than  those  now  demanded.  It  would  most  assuredly 
open  brighter  prospects  for  our  interesting  city. 

And  we  may  expect  many  other  important,  interesting  and 
valuable  discoveries,  which,  could  they  be  now  stated,  might 
not  be  credited.  It  has  been  well  and  truly  observed  that 
“  many  hidden  powers  of  nature  are  still  to  be  revealed.”  It 
is  too  late  to  believe,  that  those  who  know  the  march  of  dis¬ 
coveries,  the  powers  of  genius,  and  that  invention  never  sleeps 
nor  tires,  will  start  with  surpize  when  told  that  within  a  few 
years  there  will  be  a  ship  canal  from  Oswego  to  the  Hudson 
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River.  That  all  our  canal  boats  will  be  propelled  by  steam, 
and  that  many  of  them  will  be  built  of  iron,  as  well  as  steam 
vessels.  Nor  will  those  who  look  over  the  map  of  the  world 
doubt  that  the  time  is  rapidly  approaching  when  all  Asia,  as 
well  as  Europe  and  America,  impelled  by  a  common  senti¬ 
ment,  will  be  filled  with  the  same  results  of  advancement  in 
arts  and  sciences ;  and  that  steam  boats,  rail  roads,  canals* 
and  all  the  most  valuable  discoveries  and  inventions  of  modern 
times  will  be  spread  throughout  the  rich,  varied  and  interesting 
countries  of  the  entire  globe. 

A  few  circumstances  concerning  the  past,  will  show  how 
rapid  and  how  great  is  to  be  the  growth  and  power  of  the 
western  states,  and  how  rich  a  harvest  New  York  will  and 
must  gather  from  them. 

Our  northern  and  western  canals  were  not  completed  until 
about  ten  or  eleven  years  ago.  Some  years  elapsed  before  the 
navigation  of  them  was  well  understood  and  properly  appre¬ 
ciated  and  encouraged.  Now  40,000  boats  arrive  and  clear 
in  one  year  at  the  Hudson  River.  A  very  few  years  since, 
Oswego,  on  Lake  Ontario,  had  scarcely  any  commerce  what¬ 
ever  ;  now,  behold  what  an  astonishing  amount  of  commercial 
business  was  actually  done  there  in  the  short  space  of  six  suc¬ 
cessive  months  in  1835. 

“  Oswego.  Report  of  transactions  at  the  custom  house, 
port  of  Oswego,  New  York,  from  the  1st  of  April  to  the  1st 


of  November,  1835. 

Tons. 

“  American  vessels  entered  from  foreign  countries,  29,871 
“American  vessels  entered  from  ports  of  the  United 

States, .  58,170 

“  Foreign  vessels  entered  from  foreign  ports, .  65,208 

“  Total  amount  of  tonnage  entered, .  153,249 

“  American  vessels  cleared  for  ports  of  the  United 

States .  62,021 

Carried  over, .  62,021 
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Brought  over,  . .  62,021 

“  American  vessels  cleared  for  foreign  ports, .  25,873 

“  Foreign  vessels  cleared  for  foreign  ports,  .  65;016 


Tons.  152,910 


“  Total  foreign  and  domestic  entries  and  clearances,  306,159 
“Amount of  duties  collected  ........  $35,649  62 

And  the  following  is  a  sample  of  what  will  be  often  real? 
ized  on  both  sides  of  the  Mississippi. 

In  1790,  the  inhabitants  residing  in  the  territory  which  now 
comprises  the  counties  of  Ontario,  Steuben,  Yates,  Allegany, 
Cataragus,  Chatauque,  Erie,  Genessee,  Livingston,  Niagara, 
Orleans,  Monroe,  and  part  of  Wayne,  was  105  families,  being 
in  all  1,081  souls.  The  population  of  the  same  territory 
exhibited  by  the  census  of  1835  was  487,040,  and  now  exceeds 
500,000. 

And  to  show  what  will  often  be  true  of  the  mighty  West  in 
the  building  of  cities,  we  will  give  one  out  of  a  large  number 
pf  similar  prosperous  towns  in  the  very  territory  above  allud¬ 
ed  to. 

In  1812,  Buffalo  was  a  very  small  village,  and  sometime  in 
that  year  was  wholly  buynt  by  the  British  army,  excepting  only 
one  house ;  there  was  not  a  good  road  from  any  place  to  lake 
Erie  ;  no  shipping  at  Buffalo  ;  and  even  as  late  as  1831  the 
population  did  not  exceed  5,000 — now  it  is  more  than  26,000. 
It  is  a  busy,  thriving,  rich,  prosperous  city,  crowded  with  ships, 
steamboats  and  a  rapidly  increasing  commerce,  and  a  people 
that  would  do  honor  to  any  country. 

Our  whole  Union  is  soon  to  be  thoroughly  examined  by 
(Geologists.  Its  numerous  treasures,  yet  unknown,  will  be 
ascertained  and  examined.  We  have  already  seen  that  we 
have  extensive  mines  of  gold,  silver,  iron,  lead,  copper  and 
coal.  The  Committee  need  scarcely  mention  the  great  sum 
of  the  business,  and  the  wealth  and  blessings  that  will  soon  be 
poured  into  the  lap  of  this  country  and  this  city  from  many  of 
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them  ;  and  not  intending  to  undervalue  or  to  depreciate  others, 
they  will,  in  order  to  show  how  quickly  and  how  greatly  each 
discovery  enriches  our  country,  set  down  here  the  following 
abstract  of  a  table  attached  to  the  report  made  by  Mr.  Packer, 
to  the  Senate  of  Pennsylvania,  of  the  4th  of  March,  1834. 


Anthracite  coal  mined  and  brought  to  market  in  each  year, 
fiom  the  commencement  of  the  business  in  1820  to  the  year 


1883  inclusive. 

YEARS. 

LEHIGH. 

SCHUYLKILL. 

LACKAWANA. 

TOTAL. 

1820 

365 

365 

1821 

1,073 

1,073 

1822 

2,240 

2,240 

1823 

5,823 

5,823 

1824 

9,541 

9,541 

1825 

28,393 

5,306 

33,699 

1826 

31,280 

16,835 

48,115 

1827 

32,074 

29,493 

61,567 

1828 

30,232 

47,181 

77,413 

1829 

25,110 

78,293 

7,000 

110,403 

1830 

41,750 

89,984 

42,000 

173,734 

1831 

40,966 

81,854 

54,000 

176,820 

1832 

75,000 

209,271 

84,500 

368,771 

1834 

123,000 

250,588 

111,777 

485,365 

and  7,503  boats  have  left  the  Schuylkill  coal  region  this  season, 
1836,  with  355,365  tons  of  coal. 

Again,  the  rapid  accessions  to  the  number  of  American  ves¬ 
sels,  as  well  as  to  foreign  shipping,  must  give,  and  does  yearly 
give,  more  numerous  and  more  earnest  demands  for  a  great 
number  of  berths  beyond  what  we  now  have,  or  can  have 
upon  the  past  mode  of  providing  them, 

In  1832,  the  cost  of  ships  built  in  England  alone,  was 
$5,000,000 ;  and  it  appears  from  the  report  made  by  the  Com¬ 
mittee  of  the  House  of  Commons  upon  Trade  in  1833,  that 
the  peculiar  facilities  afforded  by  means  of  docks,  cranes  and 
other  devices  for  the  loading  and  unloading  of  ships,  the  em¬ 
ployment  of  steam  tugs  to  bring  them  quickly  to  their  moor- 
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ings  and  to  take  them  to  sea,  and  the  greater  economy  and 
despatch  that  then  pervaded  every  department  of  the  busi¬ 
ness,  three  ships  were  then  able  to  perform  and  did  in  fact  per¬ 
form  as  much  work  as  was  done  by  four  at  the  end  of  the 
war,  and  that  there  had  in  that  way  been  a  virtual  addition  of 
400,000  or  500,000  tons  to  the  mercantile  navy  of  England. 

It  cannot  be  doubted  that  facilites  for  ship-building  are  far 
greater  in  the  United  States  than  in  England.  This  country 
indeed  is  in  want  of  nothing  that  belongs  to  that  business.  We 
have  all  within  our  borders  and  in  abundance.  And  to  prove 
that  this  branch  of  our  country’s  power  is  not  neglected  the 
committee  will  introduce  the  following  official  statemnt. 
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STATEMENT, 

Showing  the  number  and  class  of  vessels  built,  and  the  tonnage 
thereof  in  each  state  and  territory  of  the  United  States,  for 
the  year  ending  the  31st  day  of  December,  1834. 


CLASS  OF  VESSELS. 

Total 

Tonnage. 

1 

Brigs. 

Sloops 

5 

I 

I1 

Tons-95ths 

Maine  . . 

32 

5 

44 

1 

93 

5 

174 

28,505-30 

New  Hampshire.  •  . . 

3 

9 

2,896-75 

Massachusetts  . . 

23 

115 

9 

180 

24,805-25 

Rhode  Island.,. . 

3 

3 

1 

6 

13 

1,995-64 

Connecticut  •••• . •••• 

4 

14 

16 

2 

36 

3,578-07 

New  York. . . 

16 

2 

40 

56 

8 

122 

18.295-48 

New  Jersey. . . 

1 

38 

35 

74 

5,268-71 

2 

4 

5 

11 

31 

53 

6, 691-  50 

Delaware 

8 

8 

16 

1,045-23 

Maryland  . . . 

3 

8 

115 

5 

1 

132 

10,452-85 

District  of  Columbia ...... 

3 

1 

4 

1,053  55 

Virginia . . . . 

1 

2 

20 

3 

2 

28 

2,500-20 

Ohio.  •••••«...••.. . 

9 

1 

28 

38 

4,369-02 

North  Carolina . . 

2 

14 

4 

20 

1,436-49 

South  Carolina 

3 

1 

1 

5 

471-03 

3 

3 

377-21 

Tennessee . . 

1 

1 

480-00 

8 

8 

789-78 

Louisiana . •••••••••• 

8 

6 

6 

20 

1,594-68 

Mississippi 

1 

1 

20-60 

6 

6 

5 

17 

1,603-43 

Florida  . . ••••••• 

3 

3 

99-15 

Total . . 

98 

94 

497 

180 

88 

957 

118,330  37 

Treasury  Department,  Register’s  Office, 
May  1th,  1836. 
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The  art  of  ship  building  is  to  be  continued  in  full  operation 
here  and  elsewhere,  and  cannot  fail  to  afford  a  strong  argu¬ 
ment  in  favor  of  piers  and  basins  in  our  waters. 

The  various  canals  and  rail  roads,  and  other  facilities  fof 
communicating  with  this  metropolis,  are  covered  with  active 
and  profitable  business  in  every  direction ;  and  those  using 
them  already  loudly  complain  that  they  are  too  few  and  too 
small  for  the  daily  growing  trade  of  the  country  and  of  this 
city. 

A  great  increase  in  the  number  and  size  of  them  is  con* 
templated  in  every  section  of  the  Union.  At  very  low,  and 
indeed  almost  nominal  charges,  the  income  for  tolls  in  most 
cases  is  enormous  ;  and  if  it  be  true  that  at  no  distant  day  New 
York  shall  be  united  with  all  the  present  and  future  states  and 
cities  of  this  Continent  by  internal  improvements,  as  she  now 
is  with  the  rest  of  the  world  by  the  traversed  seas  and  oceans 
and  rivers ;  the  richness,  extent  and  variety  of  our  mineral 
regions  once  developed;  new  states,  new  cities  and  new  inven¬ 
tions  within  the  vast  regions  now  rising  into  beauty,  strength 
and  splendor,  in  the  great  and  fertile  regions  of  our  western 
country,  will  inevitably  offer  to  this  city  a  sure  addition  to  her 
business  and  commerce  and  capital. 

The  population  now  covering  those  rich  domains,  are  an 
intelligent,  healthy  and  educated  people ;  able,  capable  and 
faithful.  It  is  already  called  the  Paradise  of  the  West.  Who 
has  ever  found  such  land  to  support — such  convenient  trans¬ 
port,  and  such  resistless  greatness  gathering  as  there  1  What 
their  rich  and  easy  soil  gives  we  shall  want,  and  we  can  have 
it — they  will  give  them  to  us  for  our  merchandize — and  to  the 
muscle  and  industry  of  those  regions,  New  York  will  be  in¬ 
debted  for  much  of  her  future  prosperity,  as  she  has  been  to 
Western  New  York,  to  the  cotton  and  sugar  planters  of  the 
South,  and  to  the  cotton  gin  and  other  inventions  of  New 
England.  What  centuries  could  not  do  for  Europe,  will 
every  where  be  done  by  our  temperate  and  substantial  fellow 
citizens  in  a  few  years ;  and  should  peace  long  crown  our 
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Imppy  land,  those  who  no  longer  able  to  bear  oppressios 
would  strike  for  liberty  in  the  old  world,  will  here  smite  the 
earth  and  all  that  is  lovely  and  valuable  will  come  forth. 
All  has  been  nobly  achieved,  and  this  nation  must  rise  above 
every  common  impediment  to  the  enviably  high  destiny 
which  awaits-  her.  This  city  must  share  liberally  in  the  bles¬ 
sings  of  this  prosperous  and  happy  condition.  But  we  cannot 
have  it  so  without  effort.  Many  commercial  cities  of  our 
country  are  expending  millions  to  deprive  us  of  all  preference. 

To  feel  the  irresistable  magnitude  of  this,  it  is  only  necessary 
to  remember  the  condition  of  the  United  States  20  or  30  years 
ago.  Then  see  what  we  are  now,  and  no  doubt  will  remain 
as  to  the  fortune  of  this  city.  No  one  will  deny,  that  in  a 
veiy  few  years,  cheap,  rapid,  and  ample  intercommunication 
will  be  provided  throughout  North  and  South  America,  and 
from  the  north  to  the  south,  and  crossing  in  every  useful  di¬ 
rection.  The  powerful  settlements  and  numerous  cities  in  the 
entire  west;  and  especially  those  to  be  built  upon  the  shores 
of  the  Pacific  Ocean,  and  trading  by  short  passages  with  Asia 
and  its  islands,  will  exchange  a  portion  of  the  stores  of  the 
granaries  of  that  country,  for  the  commodities  of  those  na¬ 
tions,  and  the  balance  with  us.  These  advances  must  take 
place  there— quick,  strong,  and  permanent,  not  to  fade  away 
but  to  flourish  and  spread  to  the  astonishment  and  wonder  of 
future  ages. 

There  is  another  consideration  that  is  deserving  of  weight 
with  us,  in  forming  a  judgment  upon  the  probable  growth  of 
this  country,  and  the  future  greatness  of  this  city.  The  Com 
.  mittee  allude  to. the  fact,  that  the  United  States  are  still  the 
City  of  Refuge  for  all  who  seek  it  as  an  asylum.  Many 
countries  have  an  excess  of  population ;  without  war  they 
cannot  be  employed  or  supported.  We  want  their  labor  and 
are  willing  to  give  a  high  price  for  it.  America  is  inscribed 
upon  all  these  emigrants  have.  America  is  their  destination, 
Where  they  come  for  safety  and  repose.  America  they  make 
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their  home.  They  seek  for  protection  and  they  find  it.  More¬ 
over,  it  is  the  place  of  safety  for  the  oppressed  of  all  nations. 
Revolutions  in  monarchical  governments  drive  the  unsuccessful 
from  their  native  land.  The  people  of  all  Europe,  and  some 
pther  portions  of  the  globe,  here  soon  shake  hands  as  friends, 
and  unite  to  praise  our  easy  and  free  system  of  self-govern- 
pent.  Looking  beyond  their  chains,  and  reaching  not  for 
thrones  but  for  freedom,  they  join  to  hasten  the  accomplish¬ 
ment  of  many  of  our  important  works. 

And  can  we  believe  that  other  regions  will  not  feel  the 
wheel  of  revolution?  Is  no  light  to  break  upon  the  nations  of 
Asia  ?  Is  the  song  of  freedom  never  to  arouse  the  slumbering 
.energies  of  those  who  now  grope  in  solitude  within  her  clas¬ 
sic  borders.  To  be  really  free,  they  have  only  to  will  it  and 
their  shackles  fall.  They  will  seek  to  be  like  us,  and  to  trade 
with  us.  Intercourse  with  Europe  and  America  has  been 
seriously  commenced  by  some  of  them.  Let  them  imitate 
our  improvements  in  all  things,  as  they  must,  and  they  will 
soon  know  and  seek  to  be  like  us  in  other  particulars.  In  a 
few  years  their  ships  will  croud  our  hajrbor.  We  must  pro¬ 
vide  berths  for  them.  They  will  add  to  our  own  the  unsur¬ 
passed  riches  of  her  wide  extended  nations.  While  the  citi¬ 
zens  of  New  York  are  pillowed  in  repose,  one-half  of  the 
globe  is,  in  truth,  devising  means  to  make  our’s  the  most  ex¬ 
tensive  and  most  wealthy  city  of  the  world. 

In  regard  to  the  piers,  they  have  one  positive  advantage 
over  the  Croton  project,  and  it  is  this;  that  as  fast  as  any  por¬ 
tion  of  the  piers  are  completed,  and  a  wharf  leading  to  it,  the 
same  will  be  leased  for  a  profit.  The  following  estimate  of 
the  Croton  water  project,  by  the  Mayor,  will  apply  with  equal, 
if  not  greater  force,  to  the  works  in  the  river.  He  says — 

“  Measures  are  in  progress  on  a  scale  commensurate  with 
the  present  and  increasing  wants  of  our  citizens,  to  supply 
them  with  water  for  domestic  and  other  purposes,  by  the  in¬ 
troduction  of  the  Croton  River  into  our  city.  Years  must 
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eiapse,  however,  before  that  great  work  can  be  completed;  a 
work  which,  while  it  will  minister  to  the  health,  comfort  and 
security  of  the  citizens,  will  also  elevate  the  character  of  our 
people  as  an  enlightened  and  public  spirited  community.’ 
And  concerning  the  pier  and  basins  proposed  for  the  North 
River,  the  Mayor,  in  another  message  declares,  that  “  the  pro¬ 
posed  pier  and  basins  would  give  accommodation  to  a  great 
many  vessels,  and  is  strongly  recommended  by  some  of  ouf 
most  intelligent  citizens.  It  is  one  of  the  most  important  pro¬ 
positions  ever  presented  to  the  Common  Council.” 

These  kind  of  improvements  in  other  countries  have  com¬ 
monly  been  made  at  the  national  expense.  In  this  country 
too,  we  have  instances  of  large  outlays  by  the  General  Go¬ 
vernment  for  great  public  works,  both  in  water  and  upon  land. 
The  Congress  of  the  Union  should,  if  the  work  is  undertaker! 
by  the  Common  Council,  be  solicited  to  lend  their  aid  towards 
the  construction  of  the  breakwaters  or  piers  for  the  North  and 
East  Rivers.  The  nation  has  a  deep  interest  in  their  success¬ 
ful  completion.  It  cannot  be  doubted  that  this  State  too  will 
most  cheerfully  contribute  in  any  way  that  maybe  found  con¬ 
sistent  and  proper.  It  has  been  suggested  that,  supposing 
these  works  should  be  finally  built  by  this  city,  the  formation 
of  the  pier  in  the  North  River,  would  probably  raise  the  va¬ 
lue,  at  this  time,  of  every  lot  west  of  Broadway,  $5,000  for 
25  by  100  feet.  And  this  ratio  upon  2,900  lots  only  would  be 
$14,500,000.  To  this  amount  should  be  added  as  much  more 
for  the  certain  advantages  to  the  rest  of  this  city,  constituting 
an  actual  increase  in  value  of  this  island  of  $29,000,000.  And 
these  useful  and  durable  accommodations  would,  in  various 
other  forms,  add  to  the  wealth  and  power  of  our  active  and 
enterprising  citizens.  And  should  the  breakwaters  alone  be 
built,  at  an  expense  of  two  millions  of  dollars,  many  years 
would  not  have  elapsed  before  it  would  be  universally  acknow- 
edged  that  the  city  had  been  profited  beyond  that  sum,  in  the 
saving  of  lives  and  property,  and  in  the  extra  increase  of  her 
commercial  transactions. 
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Again— suppose  one  mile  of  the  pier  in  the  North  River 
completed  at  a  cost  of  $5,000,000,  and  suppose  the  440  lots 
rfaCe’nOWforsal6-  disbelieved  they  would  average 
L’Tuea°h’  am0Unting  t0  $6,600,000.  To  this  must  be 
added,  the  profit  arising  from  640,000  feet  of  wharf  water  front, 

of WWOOOO  aCtUal  0611  SpeCuIation’from  the  first  mile  only. 

As  to  the  means  to  make  the  necessary  payments  : 

The  debt  of  this  city  cannot  be  said  to  exceed  two  mil¬ 
lions  of  dollars,  while  the  property  she  owns  is  worth  more 
than  $20,000,000.  As  some  are  apt  to  feel  a  reluctance  to 
create  a  debt  for  any  purpose,  a  reference  is  respectfully  made 
for  the  consideration  of  such  persons,  to  the  following  very 
just  and  timely  remarks  of  the  Hon.  the  Mayor : 

“  The.  PoIlc>'  is  Relieved  to  be  sound  and  judicious,  whicl> 
appropriates  the  property  and  resources  of  the  city,  to  the 
creation  of  necessary  and  permanent  improvements  for  the 
public  service.  It  is  therefore  just  to  ourselves  and  to  pos¬ 
terity,  while  the  public  property  is  held  for  future  accumula¬ 
tion,  to  transmit  the  improvements,  and  the  obligations  by 
which  they  were  created,  to  those  who  shall  come  after  us,” 
and  one  of  the  Committee  has  been  informed  by  gentlemen, 
whose  situation  and  business  best  enable  them  to  judge  cor¬ 
rectly,  that  this  city  would  find  40  difficulty  in  obtaining  mo¬ 
ney,  from  time  to  time,  at  a  reasonable  interest,  as  it  might  be 
required  for  this  object ;  (and  for  such  an  object  the  Com¬ 
mittee  do  not  feel  any  reluctance  in  recommending  loans.)  It 
is  also  urged  by  some  who  have  examined  this  subject,  that 
the  present  plan  of  placing  small  wooden  piers  in  the  North 
River,  is  no  safety  for  vessels  there,  but  for  a  small  portion  of 
the  year.  The  waters  of  that  river  are  as  good  for  shipping 
as  any  can  be,  but  must  ever  be  useless,  except  for  tow  boats 
and  coal  barges,  without  suitable  defences  ;  and,  of  course,  one 
entire  half  of  this  island  forever  prevented  from  receiving  her 
fair  and  equal  portion  of  favor. 

Before  concluding  this  report,  there  are  some  further  const- 
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derations  that  seem  to  be  worthy  of  mention.  And  one  is, 
that  it  is  proposed  to  form  such  a  grade  for  Washington  street, 
West  street,  and  some  of  the  streets  crossing  them,  that  the 
wash  and  filth  of  the  city  can  all  be  carried  across  the  basins 
into  the  river  beyond  the  breakwater.  This  can  easily  be 
done  by  the  aid  of  the  wharves  leading  to  that  structure.  The 
manifest  duty  of  the  city,  in  this  particular,  was  long  since  felt 
and  admitted,  and  is  daily  becoming  more  palpable.  Mr. 
Serrell  observes,  “  under  lately  existing  circumstances,  much 
of  the  filth  of  houses  and  stores  has  been  placed  in  the  streets, 
and  suffered  to  accumulate,  until  it  became  quite  worth  while 
to  remove  it.  Upon  a  partial  or  general  thaw  at  the  end  of 
winter,  and  upon  the  falling  of  every  heavy  shower,  much  of 
this  filth  was  washed  down  into  the  docks,  slips  and  pier- 
ways,  combining,  within  itself,  every  possible  description  of 
animal  and  vegetable  refuse,  and  every  other  offensive  thing 
that  the  owners  and  occupants  of  cellars,  stores  and  houses  de¬ 
sire  to  get  rid  of.  This  mixture  found  its  way  over  the  bulk¬ 
heads  into  the  docks,  slips  and  pier-ways  where  its  own  gra¬ 
vity  precipitated  it  to  the  bottom  before  it  could  reach  that 
range  of  the  tide  which  would  carry  it  away.  This  accumu¬ 
lation  has  gone,  in  combination  with  filth  from  vessels  and  the 
decaying  wreck  of  piers,  to  such  an  extent,  as  to  reach  30,000 
tons  taken  out  by  the  mud  machine  in  one  season,  of  which 
13,000  tons  were  taken  from  one  slip  alone.”  Thus  berths 
are  diminished,  and  the  city  rendered  offensive  and  unhealthy. 
And  it  is  true  now  that  like  causes  produce  like  effects.  In 
this  matter  then,  this  pier  would  perform  a  grateful  labor  for 
the  city. 

The  geographical  position  of  New  York  invites  and  sanc¬ 
tions  the  most  liberal  views  and  demonstrations  by  the  pub¬ 
lic  authorities  of  the  city.  Placed  at  the  confluence  of  the 
East  River,  which  leads  in  the  commerce  from  New  England ; 
the  Raritan,  which  now  connects  the  Hudson  and  the  Dela¬ 
ware  ;  and  the  Hudson  River,  which  bears  to  us  on  its  heaving 
bosom  the  varied  products  and  business  of  the  north  and  the 
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mighty  west ;  surrounded  as  we  are  too  with  a  water  power 
and  with  intelligent  citizens,  and  with  an  agricultural,  mercan¬ 
tile  and  mechanical  force  and  spirit  that  cannot  be  excelled, 
and  replete  with  every  material  for  comfort,  and  prompt  to 
reward  genius  and  enterprize  ;  it  will  one  day  be  felt  and  con¬ 
fessed  that  Lowell,  Patterson,  Ticonderoga,  Niagara,  Oswego, 
Trenton,  Rochester,  and  many  other  places  supplied  as  those 
are  with  Water  privileges  beyond  failure,  and  beyond  the  pos¬ 
sible  wants  of  capital,  will  aid  New  York  to  vie  with  and  ex¬ 
cel  many,  if  not  all  the  cities  of  Europe,  in  the  variety  and 
richness  of  the  articles  of  home  manufacture  bartered  within 
her  limits.  Doubtless,  for  a  time,  manufactures  must  give 
way  to  the  settlement  of  western  and  southern  lands,  and  suc¬ 
cessful  competition  with  other  countries  be  delayed.  And  the 
more  especially,  as  it  is  alleged  by  an  intelligent  traveller,  that 
in  Great  Britain,  at  this  day,  the  paupers  compose  one-sixth 
of  the  inhabitants;  in  Holland  and  Belgium  one-seventh;  in 
France  and  the  German  Confederacy  one- twentieth  ;  in  Aus¬ 
tria,  Italy,  Sweden,  Denmark  and  Portugal  one  twenty-fifth, 
and  in  Spain  and  Prussia  one  thirtieth ;  while  in  this  country 
there  are  very  few  paupers  in  comparison  with  our  population. 

But  the  superiority  of  this  city  for  great,  useful  and  profit¬ 
able  improvements  are  attested  by  all  who  visit  us.  Every 
thing  here  witnesses  that,  as  on  the  first  discovery,  trade  began 
with  settlement,  so  it  has  continued  and  must  forever  increase. 
The  crouds  in  our  streets,  the  strifes  in  many  trades  and  busi¬ 
ness,  the  press  at  all  our  hotels,  the  canvass  in  our  harbor,  the 
bustle  on  our  wharves  and  in  our  slips,  the  vast  population 
daily  arriving  and  departing,  our  institutions  of  various  sorts, 
our  warehouses,  churches  and  dwellings,  as  well  as  the  rapid 
and  easy  acquisition  of  fortune  here,  by  activity  and  prudence, 
together  with  the  daily  advance  of  real  estate,  prove  the  wis¬ 
dom  of  making  arrangements  commensurate  with  the  necessi¬ 
ties  of  a  great  metropolis.  This  neglected  or  too  long  put 
off,  and  it  may  happen  that  those  are  now  here  who  will  live 
to  speak  of  at  least  one  city  which  by  timidity,  sloth  or  ill 
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placed  parsimony,  was  stayed  in  her  onward  career  to  une¬ 
qualled  wealth  and  magnificence.  And  it  is  feared  by  some, 
that  upon  the  plan  thus  far  adopted  here,  of  building  small 
piers  into  and  across  the  tides  a(nd  currents  of  our  rivers,  suffi¬ 
cient  berths  for  all  the  commerce  which  will  surely  come  to 
this  city,  can  never  be  furnished.  Already  do  many  vessels 
lie  at  places  in  our  neighborhood,  and  send  their  goods  to  our 
wharves  by  lighters ;  and  steamboats  of  great  business  are 
about  to  obtain  good  locations  out  of  our  city,  unless  they  can 
have  them  within  it.  And  there  are  hundreds  of  modest  and 
unpretending  traders  to  our  city,  for  whom  every  dictate  of 
wisdom  and  equal  justice  require  our  city  to  supply  proper 
locations.  The  Committee  here  allude  to  coasters  of  all  sorts 
and  sizes ;  and  to  the  various  small  craft,  and  steamboats  used 
as  tow  boats  ;  also  tow  barges,  fishing  boats,  and  the  boats  of 
the  watermen.  And  they  need  hardly  mention  the  absolute 
necessity  for  the  most  spacious  and  advantageous  spots  for  ship 
yards,  dry  docks,  marine  railways,  lumber  docks,  and  basins  for 
rtimber,  lumber  and  various  other  articles.  Our  ferries,  too,  must 
be  allowed  convenient  places.  These  ferries  are  already  nume¬ 
rous  about  our  island  ;  they  will  be  more  so,  and  will  always 
occupy  a  large  and  valuable  portion  of  our  shipping  waters  ; 
and  no  vessel  is  allowed  to  anchor  in  the  proper  pathway  of  any 
ferry  boat.  Should  the  idea  of  excavations  of  any  part  of  our 
island  for  wet  docks  be  entertained,  the  Committee  think  it  should 
be  abandoned.  There  is  no  land  here  that  can  be  or  should 
be  spared  or  used  for  such  purpose.  There  will  not  be  enough 
for  occupancy  in  other  forms  ;  besides  our  tides  wholly  forbid 
useful  excavations.  That  something  should  be  done  is  certain. 
Complaints  are  constant  from  all  quarters. 

Our  policy  is  not  natural,  for  instead  of  offering  every  sort 
,of  inducement  to  vessels  from  every  part  of  the  world  to  visit 
us  and  stay  as  long  as  they  please,  we  have  filled  our  city  with 
officers,  to  execute  ordinances  whose  tendency  is  to  drive  ship¬ 
pers  from  our  city.  The  Committee  believe  that  the  true  policy 
pf  the  city  should  be  to  find  and  provide  such  berths  and 
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places,  for  every  vessel  entering  our  harbor,  as  best  comports 
with  the  kind  and  business  of  each  vessel,  whether  ship,  steam 
boat  or  other  craft. 

Here  on  this  favored  spot — this  beautiful  island — they  will 
— they  must  prefer  it  to  all  others.  It  will  contain  all  that 
man  can  wish,  if  not  all  that  he  can  imagine;  the  arts,  inven¬ 
tions,  labors  and  products  of  the  world  will  be  here.  No  other 
city  promises  so  fair — none  can  perform  more.  And  a  gene¬ 
rous  and  highminded  public  require  that  the  plain  duty  of  the 
city  herein  should  be  confessed  and  declared,  and  the  principle 
of  piers  and  basins  now  recommended,  adopted.  That  New 
York  can  undertake  this  work,  and  that  she  should  not  hesi¬ 
tate,  seems  undoubted.  And  the  Committee  respectfully  sub¬ 
mit  that  they  have  shown  that  the  w'orks,  when  completed, 
should  be  and  remain  the  property  of  this  city. 

The  First  Magistrate,  for  many  years,  has  declared  the 
miserable  and  deplorable  inadequacy  of  our  berths  for  vessels, 
and  asked  for  more  ample  provision  for  such  purpose ;  the  re¬ 
peated  opinions  and  messages  from  the  present  Mayor  of  the 
City  ;  the  proceedings  of  a  large  body  of  merchants,  shippers, 
and  other  citizens,  who  assembled  at  the  City  Hall,  on  the 
fifth  day  of  May  last ;  the  presses  of  the  city ;  all  of  our 
citizens  of  every  business,  calling  and  profession  ;  every  one 
acquainted  with  what  we  are,  and  who  foresees  what  we  can 
be,  all  seem  favorable  to  the  proposed  improvement.  The 
language  of  all  seems  to  be  the  same  as  that  of  Mr.  John 
Jacob  Astor,  “  I  am  in  favor  of  all  useful  and  substantial  im-. 
provements  of  our  harbor  and  our  city  5'  A  good  portion  of 
a  year  has  elapsed  since  this  matter  was  fully  laid  before  the. 
people  ;  no  objection  has  been  heard ;  no  remonstrance  offered. 

In  this  great  concern,  sectional  feelings  can  have  no  place. 
We  turn  from  necessity,  and  with  thanksgiving,  to  the  North 
River,  as  a  place  provided  by  a  wise  Providence,  for  the  noble 
objects  contemplated  by  the  communication  referred  to.  That 
some  Corporation  must  inquire  and  examine  as  to  the  supply 
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for  tho  present  nnd  future  wants  of  our  commerce,  these  must 
be  conceited.  Time  will  be  required  to  obtain  all  the  plans, 
estimates  and  other  information,  and  to  make  suitable  arrange¬ 
ments  to  proceed  in  the  work,  in  all  respects,  in  the  most  pru¬ 
dent  and  proper  manner.  The  progress  can  and  will  always 
be  regulated,  controlled  or  delayed,  as  the  people  shall,  from 
time  to  time,  direct  or  require.  There  is  no  danger  therefore 
of  waste.  And  the  possessions  of  the  city  and  the  known 
perseverance  of  our  people  afford  facilities  for  going  for¬ 
ward,  such  as  no  rival  city  enjoys.  Money  can  be  had,  and 
the  completion  of  a  part  of  these  works  would  Create  the 
means  of  continuing.  And  it  is  highly  worthy  of  consideration, 
that  in  most  other  cities  the  absence  of  materials  indispensible 
for  works,  such  as  those  now  contemplated  for  our  harbor, 
and  the  immense  charges  of  obtaining  them,  present  insur¬ 
mountable  obstacles  to  their  adoption.  But  the  mountains  of 
Maine  and  Massachusetts,  the  neighboring  hills  of  New  Jer¬ 
sey,  and  the  extensive  gray  granite  quarries  lately  discovered 
and  now  successfully  worked  in  our  own  “  Highlands,”  on 
the  shore  of  the  Hudson  River,  and  within  fifty-six  miles  of  our 
city,  offer  an  inexhaustible  supply  of  stone  of  every  size  and 
form.  And  our  forests  will  yield,  to  any  extent  and  for  reason¬ 
able  cost,  all  the  timber  that  can  be  wanted  for  the  connecting 
wharves. 

The  Committee  will  insert  here,  too,  some  facts,  relative  to 
tow  boats,  that  cannot  fail  to  have  great  weight  in  coming  to 
a  conclusion  upon  the  plans  now  proposed. 

The  tow  boat  system  was  not  commenced  on  the  Hudson 
River  until  1825;  and  in  1827  enterprizing  individuals  under- 
t  >ok  the  towing  of  boats  and  cargoes,  without  transhipment  at 
any  point,  save  that  of  ultimate  destination,  and  succeeded  ,  in 
establishing  the  perfect  safety  of  the  river  for  boats  of  any 
burden.  There  is  now  a  regular  communication  with  Oswego, 
Buffalo,  and  Plattsburgh,  in  lake  boats  of  fifty  tons.  There 
were  in  1835,  trading  to  New  York,  chiefly  from  the  smaller 
lakes,  (Cayuga  and  Senaca,)  about  fifty  lake  boats,  including 
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regular  traders  from  the  Mohawk  River;  in  1836,  that  num¬ 
ber  (including  the  boats  of  the  Lake  and  River  Line,)  had 
doubled ;  and,  with  what  are  termed  wild  or  transient  Lake 
Boats,  may  now  be  set  down  at  two  hundred.  An  increase 
of  fifty  per  cent,  upon  this  number  is  anticipated  by  the  next 
spring.  These  vessels  should  have  liberal  encouragement ; 
every  one  that  shall  arrive  here,  will  bring  new  and  valuable 
customers,  to  the  various  trades  and  business  of  our  city. 
But  these  boats  cannot  live  among  our  large  shipping  ;  they 
require,  and  they  ask  a  convenient  basin,  to  be  set  apart  for 
their  use.  By  thus  proffering  to  them  our  protection,  friend¬ 
ship  and  care,  we  shall  allure  them  hither  from  our  canals,  our 
noble  inland  seas,  and  even  from  the  banks  of  the  Ottawa ; 
where  very  great  hopes  are  entertained  of  a  profitable  resort 
to  New  York  by  the  St.  Lawrence  and  Richilieu  Rivers,  and 
by  Lake  Champlain.  And  this  success  may  be  followed  by 
placing  along  side  of  our  piers  a  rich  share  of  the  growing 
trade  of  the  Canadas. 

Look  where  we  will,  we  cannot  find  any  city  that  pro¬ 
mises  to  excel  our  own.  It  is  the  first  hope  of  all  who  leave 
Europe,  the  preference  of  navigators,  and  decidedly  the  best 
resort  for  capitalists.  It  is  the  central  city  ;  the  natural  de¬ 
pot  for  the  reception  and  distribution  of  merchandize ;  the 
granary  and  storehouse  for  a  mighty  continent ;  that  is  on  the 
resistless  march  to  wealth  and  pre-eminence.  Many  cities 
have  been  formed  more  for  security  than  for  prosperous  com¬ 
merce  ;  and  in  these  respects  they  are  not  equal  to  New 
York.  Many  of  them,  too,  were  built  against  the  people 
not  for  them.  They  are  at  the  mercy  of  their  revolutionary 
neighbors.  The  next  struggle  with  royalty  may  lay  them 
in  ruins.  But  our  nation  is  already  free,  and  in  all  respects 
perfectly  independent.  Our  cities  were  built  by  and  for  the 
people,  and  belong  to  the  people  ;  and  it  is  their  pleasing  task 
to  foster,  enlarge,  beautify  and  protect  them. 

To  the  examination  and  judgment  of  this  Board,  the  Com¬ 
mittee  have  freely  submitted  such  facts  and  remarks  as  they 
could  collect  from  all  the  sources  within  their  reach  ;  and  they 
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now  most  cheerfully  conclude  their  report  in  the  following 
appropriate  and  very  happy  language  of  His  Honor  the  Mayor. 

“In  looking  back  upon  our  past  career  we  find  ample  means 
of  instruction  for  our  future  course ;  and  it  is  the  part  alike  of 
prudence  and  wisdom  to  be  governed  by  the  lessons  of  expe¬ 
rience.  Our  commercial  success  is  no  longer  a  matter  of  ex¬ 
periment.  So  far  as  human  efforts  can  prevail  and  human 
judgment  be  relied  on,  a  solid  and  increasing  prosperity  must 
inevitably  attend  the  industry  and  enterprize  of  our  citizens. 
Nature  has  been  prodigal  of  favors  in  regard  to  our  position ; 
and  a  course  of  enlightened  and  liberal  state  and  city  legisla¬ 
tion,  has  strengthened  the  many  advantages  which  conspire  to 
indicate  this  as  the  commercial  metropolis  of  the  Union. 
With  a  present  population  of  nearly  300,000  souls  steadily 
and  rapidly  increasing;  a  climate  conducive  to  health,  and  all 
the  natural  and  artificial  means  to  encourage  the  various 
branches  of  trade,  it  may  confidently  be  anticipated. that,  within 
the  next  half  century,  our  city  will  contain  a  million  of  inhab¬ 
itants,  and  control  a  commerce,  second  only  to  the  first  city  in 
the  old  world.  The  responsibilities  which  rest  upon  the  mu¬ 
nicipal  authorities  of  a  community,  combining  such  extensive 
and  diversified  interests,  are  of  a  character  to  challenge  our 
serious  and  anxious  deliberation.” 

The  Committee  offer  for  adoption  the  following  resolutions  : 

Resolved,  That  the  present  accommodations  for  vessels  in 
the  waters  of  the  City  of  New  York  arc  now  very  insufficient 
and  are  daily  becoming  less  adequate  to  the  rapidly  increasing 
commerce  of  this  city,  and  that  it  is  the  interest  and  duty  of 
the  City  Councils  to  take  suitable  measures  to  provide  conve¬ 
nient,  ample  and  inviting  berths  for  every  species  of  shipping 
that  does  now  or  may  hereafter  come  to  this  city. 

Resolved,  That  the  piers  and  wharves  hereafter  to  be  erect¬ 
ed,  should,  as  far  as  practicable,  be  built  by  this  city,  and  for¬ 
ever  remain  the  property  thereof. 

Resolved,  That  three  Commissioners,  being  residents  of  this 
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city,  shall  be  appointed  by  the  Common  Council,  and  to  hold 
their  office  during  the  pleasure  of  the  Common,Council,  whose 
powers  and  duties  shall  enable  and  require  them  to  examine, 
consider  and  report  to  the  Common  Council  all  matters  relat¬ 
ing  to  the  erection  of  new  piers  and  wharves,  and  increasing 
the  accommodations  for  the  commerce  of  this  city. 

Resolved,  That  the  said  Commissioners  may  employ  com¬ 
petent  surveyors,  and  such  other  persons  as  may  be  necessary, 
fully  to  enable  such  Commissioners  faithfully  to  perform  all 
the  duties  herein  committed  to  them. 

Resolved,  That  said  Commissioners,  when  required  by 
either  Board  of  the  Corporation,  shall  make  a  report  of  all 
their  proceedings,  under  these  several  resolutions,  and  con¬ 
taining  especially  a  full  statement  of  the  various  plans  obtained 
by  them,  with  the  full  estimates  of  the  expense  of  each,  the 
probable  amount  of  income  from  the  sale  of  pier  lots,  the 
amount  said  lots  could  be  leased  for,  and  the  probable  income 
from  the  rents  collected  from  the  wharves  leading  to  the  piers, 
and  from  vessels  for  merely  lying  in  the  basins,  accompanied 
with  the  reasons  and  calculations  upon  which  the  opinions  and 
estimates  may  be  founded,  and  any  and  all  such  other  informa¬ 
tion  connected  with  the  object  of  their  appointment  as  they 
may  deem  to  be  useful  or  important. 

Resolved,  That  said  Commissioners,  by  conrerence  with 
each  owner  of  any  private  water  grant,  ascertain  his  views 
and  preferences  in  regard  to  the  contemplated  piers,  wharves 
and  basins,  and  on  what  terms  releases  of  those  private  piers  and 
slips  can  be  obtained  which  are  situated  on  the  west  side  of  the 
city,  and  between  Battery  place  and  42nd  street ;  and  that  they 
make  all  necessary  inquiry  as  to  the  best  sources  from  which  to 
obtain  stone  for  these  works  ;  and  particularly  whether  any, 
and  if  any,  what  sum  would  be  charged  by  the  owners  for  the 
grant  of  privilege  for  sufficient  stone  from  the  Palisades  of 
New  Jersey,  and  the  expense  of  quarrying  and  transportation  ; 
also  where,  of  whom,  and  at  what  rate  of  interest,  money  can, 
from  time  to  time,  be  obtained  for  these  works,  in  such  sums 
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and  at  such  times  as  the  same  may  be  wanted  ;  and  what  sum 
would  be  paid  to  this  city  by  private  companies  or  individuals 
for  the  exclusive  privilege  of  building  the  proposed  pier  in  the 
North  River,  referred  to  in  this  report. 

Resolved,  That  the  Members  in  the  Congress  of  the  United 
States  from  this  city  be  requested  to  obtain  from  the  Govern¬ 
ment  of  the  U nion  their  aid  towards  the  construction  of  the  pro¬ 
posed  piers  in  the  North  and  East  Rivers. 

Resolved,  That  the  Members  of  the  Legislature  of  this  State 
from  this  city,  be  requested  to  obtain  from  said  Legislature  a 
grant,  for  the  same  object,  of  a  portion  of  such  surplus  revenue 
pf  the  Union  as  shall  fall  to  the  share  of  this  state. 

All  which  is  respectfully  submitted. 

AARON  CLARK,  )  Committee 
D.  P.  INGRAHAM,  $  on  Wharves. 


December  7, 


APPENDIX. 


Philadelphia,  March  1st,  1836. 

To  Aaron  Clark,  Esq.  : 

Dear  Sir,— Your  letter  of  the  27th  ultimo  came  duly  to 
hand,  and  I  hasten  to  reply  to  its  contents,  respecting  the  con¬ 
templated  piers  and  basins  for  the  protection  of  vessels  along 
the  western  wharves  of  the  North  River,  at  New  York. 

At  your  request  I  have  given  this  subject  my  earnest  con¬ 
sideration,  and  having  a  tolerable  accurate  knowledge  of  the 
shore  of  the  North  River,  from  the  Battery  upwards,  I  have 
predicated  my  judgment  upon  the  depth  of  water  along  the 
wharves7  and  the  set  of  the  tides  adjacent  thereto.  In  the 
construction  of  a  mole  or  pier,  it  is  evidently  proper  that  its 
alignement  should  be  exactly  in  a  parallel  direction  with  the 
current,  and  that  the  upper  and  lower  ends  of  the  work  should 
be  rounded  off,  so  as  to  divide  the  current  with  the  least  pos¬ 
sible  surface  of  obstruction,  and  therefore,  the  upper  and  lower 
ends  should  not  be  curved  inward  towards  the  shore,  for  fear 
of  creating  a  slack  water  subsidence  of  mud  and  silt  within 
the  basin  or  harbour. 

In  the  construction  of  any  pier  or  dyke  in  the  tidesway, 
where  the  object  is  to  form  a  dock  or  basin  closed  at  both  ends ; 
in  other  words,  where  the  object  is  to  protect  vessels  from  the 
action  of  currents,  winds,  ice,  &c.,  the  best  plan  would  be 
that  which  offers  the  least  possible  obstacle  to  the  natural  course 
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of  the  tide ;  and  therefore,  the  ends  should  be  so  formed  as  to 
permit  a  free  passage  for  the  currents  from  end  to  end,  or  else 
destructive  deposites  of  silt  would  render  the  harbour  and 
works  useless  in  the  course  of  a  very  few  years.  This  object 
may  be  attained  by  a  proper  arrangement  of  piles,  connecting 
the  pier  with  the  main  shore  or  wharves  at  both  ends,  and  at 
other  points  intermediate. 

The  whole  interior  basin  should  be  open  to  the  tideway, 
which  may  be  made  to  pass  through  piled  causeways,  con¬ 
necting  the  outside  pier  with  the  wharves,  at  right  angles,  to 
the  course  of  the  tide  ;  or,  in  prolonged  wharves  extending  to 
the  pier  from  the  streets  of  the  city.  I  do  not  see  any  diffi¬ 
culty  in  thus  carrying  out  the  plan  proposed,  without  in  the 
least  affecting  the  navigation  of  the  river. 

I  have  made  an  estimate  of  the  cost  of  constructing  a  pier 
or  mole  of  5000  feet  in  length,  with  suitable  causeways  or 
platforms  of  communication  with  the  shore,  which  is  predi¬ 
cated  upon  the  distance  being  800  feet,  and  the  depth  of  water 
four  fathoms,  and  find  that  the  work  will  cost,  executed  of 
stone  in  a  good  substantial  manner,  as  follows,  viz. : 

For  the  construction  of  a  pier  5000  feet  in  length,  in  a  depth 
of  water  four  fathoms,  and  the  elevation  above  high  water  six 
feet; — 1,000,000  perches,  which  may  be  brought  from  the 


Palisades  at  one  dollar  per  perch  .  f  1,000,000 

Timber  for  the  causeways  or  platforms,  includ¬ 
ing  piles  and  piling,  plank,  wharfing,  &c.  400,000 

Iron  work  in  bolts,  clamps,  &c . .  20,000 


1,420,000 

Contingencies  and  superintendence .  70,000 

Total  cost .  $  1,490,000 


I  have  also  estimated  the  cost  of  making  the  necessary 
soundings  and  measurements,  for  the  purpose  of  laying  down 
the  plans,  &c.,  and  find  that  $800  will  be  sufficient  to  collect 
all  the  necessary  information  for  this  purpose. 
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If  you  desire  the  services  of  proper  persons  for  the  neces¬ 
sary  explorations  and  preliminary  plans  of  the  project,  1  would 
have  pleasure  in  superintending  and  furnishing  all  the  neces¬ 
sary  information  for  the  accomplishment  of  your  views,  in  the 
execution  of  the  work. 

With  great  respect,  Sir, 

Your  obedient  servant, 

WILLIAM  STRICKLAND, 

Engineer. 


Pier  -  /(W  Peet  in  leapt  h 

*  \vrih  River 


Section  across  iheTtasin,,  shewing  thePier.  Stores.  and  the  platfbi-msfP  approach  from  -the present  Wharves. 
The  Tier  to  be  constructed  with  stones,  weyTiinyfrcm, fojfa,  ton.  to  4  V'S  tons  weykt,  thrown,  in  promiscuously 
until  made  up  level  with  low  water  mart.  in.  the  same  manner  as  at  the  Sip  Saps,  and,  ihel) elcuvare  Breakwater — 
The  piles pvr  the  supportyfthe  Plcvtfbms  or  Causeways  'connectiny  the  Tier  with  the  present  wharves  to  be  spaced, 
W  feet  apart  and,  braced  m  a  cross  direction  . 

The  whole  water  surface  between  the  wharves  and-  pier  to  be  suh.dcvided  into  pour 
Compartments,  each  ft.  by  CiCOppt  with  epenirufs pfSCflin  width  comncunicatinp  each  with  another. 

Tkrouy'h  the  openings  at  the  upper  and  lower  endsyfthe  has  ins,  as  welt  as  between,  the  Piles, 
the  flood  and  ebb  tides  wilt  have  eefree  passay  e,  thereby  preventiny  any  cause  of  subsidence  or  mud  deposiies 
d  street  or  passayeyf  4/ff'eet  in  width  to  befvrmed  between  the  store  houses  and  the 
la-ndtiny  places  on  the  harbour  side  of  the  pier 
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Philadelphia,  March  2lst,  1836. 


To  Aaron  Clark,  Esq. 

Dear  Sir,— Your  letter  of  the  16tli  inst.  came  duly  to  hand, 
accompanied  by  a  draft  and  soundings  taken  on  the  North  Ri¬ 
ver,  between  the  Battery  and  Yestry  street. 

I  have  made  the  estimates  which  you  require,  for  the  con¬ 
struction  of  a  pier  of  200  feet  width  on  the  top,  and  allowing 
the  slopes  of  interior  and  exterior  to  be  in  the  proportion  of  1  to 
1,  'atfd  the  average  depth  of  water  to  be  54  feet  at  low  water, 
and  the  rise  of  the  pier  to  be  13  feet  above  low  water,  viz.  : 

Tuoo  hundred  feet  wide  on  top. 

Pier  to  be  550  feet  in  length,  and  67  feet  in  heighth  above 


the  base,  4,472,000  perches  of  stone  at  $1 .  $4,472,000 

Deduct  for  cellars,  200,000  perches .  200,000 

4,272,000 

Hydraulic  cement,  5,000  barrels  at  $2  50  ... .  12,500 

Total  cost .  $4,284,500 


One  hundred  and  sixty  feet  wide  on  top. 
Pier  to  be  5,500  feet  in  length,  and  67  feet  in 
heighth  above  the  base,  3,577,600  perches  of  stone 


at$l  . . .  $3,577,600 

Deduct  for  cellars,  200,000  .  200,000 


$3,377,600 

Hydraulic  cement  .  12,500 


10 


$3,390,100 


492 


Doc.  No  80.] 

These  calculations  do  not  include  any  cut  stone  above  high 
water,  or  on  the  top  of  the  pier.  The  whole  is  predicated  on 
rubble  stone  from  the  palisades. 


W  ith  great  respect, 

Your  obedient  servant, 
WILLIAM  STRICKLAND. 


P.  SL  I  return  you  the  plan  with  soundings. 


Mayor’s  Office,  New  York,  July 


Gentlemen  of  the  Common  Council: 


At  the  request  of  the  Chairman  and  Secretaries,  I  transmit 
to  each  Board,  a  copy  of  the  proceedings  of  a  meeting  held  at 
the  City  Hall,  on  the  Evening  of  the  5th  May,  to  take  into 
consideration  the  proposition  to  erect  a  “  Great  Pier  and  Ba¬ 
sin  in  the  North  River.” 

The  importance  of  the  commerce  of  the  City  of  New  York, 
is  universally  admitted,  and  any  measure  to  give  increased 
facilities  to  shipping,  should  have  due  consideration.  The 
proposed  Pier  and  Basin  would  give  accommodation  to  a  great 
many  vessels,  and  is  strongly  recommended  by  some  of  our 
most  intelligent  citizens.  It  is  one  of  the  most  important  pro¬ 
positions  ever  presented  to  the  Common  Council,  involving  an 
expenditure  to  a  very  large  amount,  and  for  the  accommoda¬ 
tions  of  interests  of  great  magnitude. 


C.  W.  LAWRENCE. 
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PURSUANT  TO  NOTICE 

PREVIOUSLY  GIVEN, 


A  meeting  of  the  Merchants  and  others  was  held  on  Thurs¬ 
day  evening,  the  5th  day  of  May,  in  the  Superior  Court 
Room  of  the  City  Hall,  to  take  into  consideration  the  con¬ 
templated  construction  of  the  Great  Pier  and  Basin  in  the 
North  River: 

The  Honorable  PETER  SHARPE  was  unanimously 
appointed  President. 


Jonathan  Goodhue, 

Peter  I,  Nevius, 

Charles  G.  Ferris, 

Abel  T.  Anderson, 
Zebedee  Ring, 

Nathaniel  Weed, 

Samuel  D.  Rogers, 

Daniel  Jackson, 

William  Samuel  Johnson, 
Mangle  M.  Quackenboss 
Charles  G.  Havens, 

Philo  Hillyer, 

John  I.  Labagh, 


James  G.  King, 

Peter  G.  Stuyvesant, 
Jacob  Lorillard, 

Isaac  S.  Hone, 

Stewart  C.  Marsh, 
Stephen  Witney, 
Abraham  Van  Nest, 
Charles  Butler, 

Thomas  Addis  Emmett 
Charles  Denison, 

Henry  Wyckoff, 
Leonard  Kip, 

Charles  Henry  Hall, 


Were  unanimously  appointed  Vice  Presidents, 

And  James  Taylor,  and  Charles  Yates,  Secretaries. 


The  objects  of  the  meeting  having  been  stated  and  consi¬ 
dered,  the  following  Resolutions  were  offered,  and  unanimously 
adopted,  viz. : 
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Resolved,  That  ihe  present  accommodations  for  vessels  in 
the  waters  adjoining  the  City  of  New  York,  are  very  insuf¬ 
ficient,  and  that  such  accommodations  are  daily  becoming  less 
adequate  to  the  wants  of  our  commercial  business,  and  that  it 
is  our  duty  and  our  interest,  more  rapidly  than  heretofore,  and 
more  extensively,  to  make  provision  for  the  reception  and  pro¬ 
tection  of  our  shipping. 

Resolved,  That  we  view  with  lively  approbation  the  pro¬ 
posed  construction  of  a  Great  Pier  in  the  North  River,  thereby 
forming  a  capacious  and  safe  basin  for  every  description  of 
vessels,  at  all  seasons  of  the  year. 

Resolved,  That  it  be  earnestly  recommended  to  the  Com¬ 
mon  Council  of  this  City,  to  take  such  measures  as  they  may 
deem  best,  to  obtain  all  necessary  information  to  enable  them 
to  judge  of  the  propriety,  cost,  and  location  of  said  Pier  in  the 
North  River,  and  any  other  matter  relating  to  the  same,  and 
jvhether  the  said  Pier  should  be  built  by  the  City,  or  by  a 
Company  to  be  incorporated  for  that  purpose. 


Resolved,  That 

Jonathan  Goodhue, 

Daniel  Jackson, 

Stephen  Allen, 

Samuel  D.  Rogers, 

Moses  H.  Grinnell, 

James  G.  King, 

Charles  H.  Marshall, 

Jacob  Lorillard, 

Thaddeus  Phelps, 

Abraham  Van  Nest, 

George  Griswold, 

■  Leonard  Kip, 

John  Barstow, 

Henry  Wyckoff, 

Silas  Wood, 

John  I.  Labagh, 

Campbell  P.  White, 

Charles  Henry  Hall, 

Robert  Kermit, 

Peter  I.  Nevius, 

David  Mitchell, 

John  Cleaveland, 

George  T.  Trimble, 

Walter  R.  Jones, 

James  B.  Murray, 

Mr.  Fox, 

William  Whittock  jun. 

Charles  Dennison, 

William  C.  Rhinelander, 

Joseph  Ireland, 

Pli  Hart, 
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And  together  with  the  Chairman  and  Secretaries  of  this 
meeting,  be  a  Committee  to  prepare  suitable  memorials  for  the 
signatures  of  the  citizens,  and  that  the  same  be  presented  to 
the  Common  Council,  praying  for  the  erection  of  said  pier. 

Resolved,  That  •a  certified  copy  of  all  the  proceedings  of 
this  meeting  be  presented  to  each  Board  of  the  Common 
Council. 

(True  Copy.)  PETER  SHARPE. 

James  Taylor,  j  Secretar{es_ 

Charles  Yates  ) 

Certified ,  New  York ,  May  27,  1836. 
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Comptroller’s  Oppice, 

October  3,  1836. 

To  the  Board  of  Aldermen  of  the  City  of  New  York  : 

In  obedience  to  the  following  resolution  offered  by  Aider- 
man  Clark,  on  the  12th  of  September  last : 

“  Resolved,  That  the  Comptroller  be  requested  to  report  to 
this  Board,  the  amount  expended  annually,  for  the  last  fifteen 
years,  on  docks,  slips  and  bulkheads  by  this  city.” 

[  have  the  honor  to  enclose  a  statement  of  said  expenses, 
from  the  1st  May,  1821,  to  31st  December,  1835,  as  charged 
to  the  account  against  docks  and  slips. 


Very  respectfully, 

Your  obedient  servant, 

D.  D.  WILLIAMSON, 
Comptroller. 
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COMPTROLLER'S  REPORT 
Of  the  amount  expended  annually,  for  the  last  fifteen  years, 
on  Docks,  Slips  and  Bulkheads,  by  this  City. 

1820,  May. 

Working,  supplies  and  repairs 

of  mud  machine . $1,643  18 

.  Interest  on  bonds  .  565  43 

Repairs  of  piers  and  bulkheads  8,316  90 

Building  do.  and  filling  ..  8,906  55 — 19,432  06 

1821,  May. 

Working,  supplies  and  repairs 

of  mud  machine  . .  1,416  66 

Repairs  of  piers,  &c.  .......  19,584  21 

Building  do.  do.  . .  2,680  42—23,681  29 

1822,  May. 

Working,  supply  and  repair  of 

mud  machine .  926  29 

Repairs  of  piers  &c .  5,440  76 

Building  do.  and  filling  ..  4,170  70 

Cost  of  new  mud  machine  ...  9,215  85 — 19,753  60 

1823,  Jan. 

Working,  supply  and  repair  of 

mud  machine  .  2,701  00 

Repairs  of  piers,  &c .  16,585  29 

Building  do.  &c .  3,350  00—22,636  29 

1824,  Jan. 

Working,  supply  and  repair  of 

mud  machine  .  3,016  10 

Repairs  of  piers,  &c .  12,055  21 

Building  do.  do .  11,407  90—26,479  21 


Carried  forward, 


$111,982  45 
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..  $111,082  45 


1825,  Jan. 

Working,  supply  and  repair  of 

mud  machine  . .  3,155  02 

Repairs  of  piers,  &c .  5,099  00 

Building  do.  and  filling  ..  27,615  20—35,869  22 

1826,  Jan. 

Working,  supplies  and  repairs 

of  mud  machine  .  3,892  57 

Repairs  of  piers,  &c .  7,289  87 

Building  do.  do .  34,640  36 — 45,822  80 

1827,  Jan. 

Working,  supplies  and  repairs 

of  mud  machine  . » . .  3,906  14 

Repairs  of  piers,  &c .  15,804  79 

Filling  do.  do .  8,298  07 

Building  do.  do.  .......  26,776  25 

Salary  of  Superintendent  of 

Wharves  .  150  00 

Contingent  .  169  99 — 55,105  24 

1828,  Jan. 


Working,  supplies  and  repairs 

of  mud  machine . 

Repairs  of  piers,  &c.  ...... 

Building  do.  do . 

Filling  do.  do . 

Salary  of  Superintendent  . . . 

Contingent . 

1829,  Jan. 

Working,  supplies  and  repairs 

of  mud  machine  . 

Repairs  of  piers,  &c . 

Building  do.  do . 

Filling  do.  do . 


3,554  37 
26,048  00 
33,846  99 
2,407  20 


1,120  72—67,427  i 


3,726  61 
11,859  00 
43,638  12 
5,697  64 


Carried  forward .  $316,207  69 

11 
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Brought  forward,  .  $316,207  09 

1829,  Jan. 

Salary  of  Superintendent  . . .  600  00 

Contingent .  144  25—65,665  62 

1830,  Jan. 

Working,  supplies  and  repairs 

of  mud  machine .  3,500  47 

Salary  of  Superintendent  of 

Wharves .  600  00 

Repairs  of  Docks,  &c .  7,140  03 

Building  do.  do .  21,644  03 

Filling  do.  do.  .....  55  12 

Contingent  .  18  00 — 32,957  65 

1831,  Jan. 

Working,  supply  and  repair  of 

mud  machine  .  3,586  38 

Repairs  of  piers,  &c . 11,615  27 

Building  do.  do . 10,581  70 

Salary  of  Superintendent  . . .  606  58 

Contingent .  175  00 — 26,564  93 

1832,  Jan. 

Working,  supply  and  repair  of 

mud  machine .  3,527  28 

Salary  of  Superintendent  of 

Mud  Machine  . . . .  . .  494  38 

Salary  of  Superintendent  of 

Wharves .  637  50 

Repairs  of  piers,  &c .  13,124  24 

Building  do.  do .  20,130  85 

Contingent .  18  00 — 37,932  25 

1833,  Jan. 

Working,  supply  and  repair  of 

mud  machine  .  2,823  07 

Salary  of  Superintendent  ....  700  00 


Carried  forward, 


$479,327  54 
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Brought  forward .  $479,327  54 

1833,  Jan. 

Contract  for  cleaning  slips  . . .  2,630  04 
Salary  of  Superintendent  of 

Wharves .  800  00 

Repairs  of  piers,  &c.  .......  7,410  52 

Building  do.  do .  50,391  32 

Filling  do.  do .  4,308  04 

Contingent  .  18  00—75,080  99 

1834,  Jan. 

Working,  supply  and  repair  of 

mud  machine  .  3,071  24 

Salaries  of  Superintendents  . .  1,500  00 

Contract  for  cleaning  slips  . . .  6,843  00 

Repairs  of  piers,  &c .  29,136  78 

Building  do.  do .  54,667  63 

Filling  do.  do .  11,323  67 

Contingent  .  322  28-106,864  60 

1835,  Jan. 

W orking,  supplies  and  repairs 

of  mud  machine  .  1,779  31 

Contract  for  cleaning  slips  ...  11,282  90 
Salaries  of  Superintendents  . .  1,500  00 

Repairs  of  piers,  &c .  35,069  42 

Building  do.  do .  131,867  14 

Contingent .  122  32-181,621  09 


$842,894  22 
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TABLE 


Showing  the  Rates  of  Tax  on  the  several  Wards  of  the  City 
of  New  York,  from.  1830  to  1836,  inclusive. 


Wards. 

1830 

1831 

1832 

1833  : 

1834 

1835 

183 

Real 

6 

Perfl 

per  ct. 

per  ct. 

per  ct 

perct. 

per  ct. 

perct 

cer  ct. 

1 

40 

40 

45 

P58t 

45 

44 

34 

36 

2 

41 

40 

45 

59 

45 

45 

35 

36 

3 

41 

41 

46 

59 

46 

46 

35 

36 

4 

42 

40 

46 

59 

45 

46 

36 

36 

5 

42 

40 

47 

59 

46 

45 

35 

36 

6 

42 

42 

46 

59 

45 

40 

37 

37 

7 

42 

42 

47 

60 

45 

46 

36 

36 

8 

41 

40 

47 

60 

46 

45 

36 

36 

9 

42 

42 

46 

60 

46 

46 

38 

36 

10 

42 

42 

48 

60 

46 

46 

35 

36 

11 

43 

42 

47 

60 

46 

46 

35 

36 

South  12 

26 

42 

47 

64 

45 

45 

l 

North  12 

26 

30 

40 

40 

30 

28 

36 

25 

13 

48 

43 

48 

60 

46 

46 

36 

36 

14 

42 

41 

47 

60 

46 

46 

38 

38 

15 

1 

47 

59 

45 

45 

36 

36 

South  16 

37 

35 

North  16 

1 

1 

22 

23 
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Resolved,  That  the  message  of  his  Honor  the  Mayor,  to 
the  Common  Council,  be  referred  as  follows,  viz  : 

“  So  much  as  relates  to  the  wharves  and  slips  be  referred  to 
the  Committee  on  Wharves.” 


Resolved,  That  the  Committee  on  Wharves,  &c.,  together 
with  the  Street  Commissioner,  be  authorized  to  employ  suit¬ 
able  persons  under  their  direction  to  make  surveys,  soundings, 
and  other  examinations  of  the  North  River,  from  Castle  Gar¬ 
den  to  42d  street,  and  extending  from  the  city  westward,  1,100 
feet,  and  to  furnish  to  said  Street  Commissioner  and  Commit¬ 
tee,  such  statements,  sketches  and  drawings  as  they  shall  re¬ 
quire  ;  provided  that  the  expense  thereof  shall  not  exceed  one 
thousand  dollars,  including  also  a  survey  from  Old  slip  to  Go¬ 
vernors  Island,  and  north  to  Castle  Garden. 

Adopted  by  the  Board  of  Aldermen,  July  18, 1836, 
Adopted  by  the  Board  of  Assistants,  July  25, 1836, 
Approved  by  the  Mayor,  July  26,  1836. 


J.  MORTON,  Clerk. 
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REGULATIONS,  DOCKAGE,  WHARFAGE  AND 
STORAGE, 

At  Long  Wharf,  in  Boston. 

DOCKAGE. 


^Vessels  under  50  tons .  25  cents  per  day. 

from  50  to  100  tons .  33 

100  to  150 .  45 

150  to  200  tons .  55 

200  to  300  .  67 

300  to  400  .  88 

400  to  500  .  110 

500  to  600  .  133 


And  larger  vessels  in  the  same  proportion. 

]J~p  No  person  to  consider  himself  entitled  to  any  berth, 
(although  he  may  have  hauled  his  vessel  in)  unless  he  has  first 
obtained  permission  for  it  from  the  wharfinger,  and  in  all  cases 
to  remove  at  the  request  of  the  wharfinger. 


WHARFAGE. 


Anchors . . .  50  cents  ton. 

Anvils .  2  ‘  each. 

Almonds,  sack .  4  *  ‘ 

Ditto,  bags  .  2  ‘  ‘ 

Ashes,  per  cask .  4  ‘  * 

Bales  merchandize  and  trusses .  12J  ‘  * 

Diapers  .  12£  ‘  * 

Domestic  Goods .  6£  ‘  * 

Cotton  .  10  ‘  ‘ 

Wool  .  10  * 

Cork .  10  ‘ 

Hops  .  10  * 

Feathers,  foreign .  10  ‘  ‘ 

- domestic .  t  ‘  ‘ 
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Bales  Rags  . . .  6|  cents  each. 

Nankins . 4&2‘  4 

Tobacco . 2  4  ‘ 

Horse  and  Cow  Hides . . .  25  4  * 

Leather  .  12^  4  4 

Twine . . . .  4  4 

Half  bales  merchandize .  6J-  4  4 

Bales  Wrapping  Paper .  6J  4  ♦ 

Boxes  merchandize . . .  12J  «  4 

Havana  Sugar .  7  4  4 

Shoes . .  7  t  t 

Bonnets,  domestic  .  4  &  7  4  4 

Brazil  Sugar .  30  4  ton. 

Lemons  and  Oranges .  2  4  box. 

Cards  .  g  «  4 

-  half  boxes .  3  4  4 


Wine .  2  4 

Cider,  two  dozen .  4  4 

Chocolate  .  2  4 

Soap  and  Candles  .  2  4 

Half  boxes  ditto .  1  < 

Boxes  Shaving  Soap .  OJ  4 

Starch .  2  4 

Tacks .  2  4 

Tin .  2  . 

Pipes .  2  4 

Brimstone .  4  < 

Raisins .  1  t 

Figs  .  2  4 

China . 10, 6  &  2 

Looking  glass  Plates .  6,  4  &  2 

Herrings  .  0J  4 

Cigars .  1  < 

Fish  . 2  4 

Oil .  2  4 

Window  Glass .  2  4 
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Boxes  Window  Glass,  half  boxes  . .  1  cents  box. 

Glass  Ware,  domestic  .  7  *  4 

— - foreign . . .  12£  *  ‘ 

Bags  of  Coffee,  Sugar,  &c . .  2  ‘  each. 

Salt . . . . . .  3  ‘ 

Bundles  Leather .  4  4  ‘ 

Rattans . .  ‘  * 

Bricks  . . .  25  *  M. 

Barrels  . . . . .  4  4  each. 

Half  Barrels  .  2  * 

Barrels  Flour,  Bread  and  Meal .  2  4  ‘ 

Half  barrels  ditto .  1  ‘  ‘ 

Bundles  Shovels  and  Pans .  4  ‘  * 

Hoes . . .  1  ‘ 

Ceroons  Indigo,  &c .  4  *  4 

Tobacco  .  4  *  4 

Cases  Merchandize  . .  12j  4  4 

Indigo  .  ‘  ‘ 

Gum  Copal,  &c .  12j  4  4 

Muskets  . 4  4 

Copper  .  I2J  ‘  * 

Sheet  Iron  and  Steel .  12j  4  * 

Silks  and  Crapes,  India .  7£  4  4 

Nankins .  *  * 

Cassia .  4  4 

Soap . ■  •••  4  4 

Shoes .  7  ‘ 

Tumblers  . 12j  4 

Glass  Ware,  domestic  .  7  *  4 

Manna . 6J  4  4 

Opium .  6£  4 

Cantharides  . 4  4 

Liquorice  .  6J  4  4 

Macaroni .  6J  4  4 

Gin  .  2  * 

Wine .  4  &  2  4 
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Coal . . . 

Cordage . 

Cambooses . 

Chests  Oil . 

Cannon  . 

Chairs  . 

Cassia,  in  mats . 

Crates . 

Crown  Glass. . . . 

Casks  Raisins . 

Cheese . 

Nails . 

Carboys  Yitriol . 

Casks  Currants . . 

Chaises  . 

Carriages . 

Cart  Wheels . 

Chalk,  per  ton . 

Chests  Bohea  Tea  .... 

Half  Chests . 

Quarter . 

Half . 

10  Catty  Boxes . 

Duck,  per  mat . . 

Russia,  per  bolt  . . 

Ravens . 

Half  bales . 

Demijohns . 

Dyewood . 

Drums  Fish . 

Raisins  and  Figs 
Empty  Molasses  hhds.J . 

Figs,  cases . 

Fish,  per  quintal . 

Firkins . 

Goat  skins . . 


30  cents  chid. 

,  30  4  ton. 

10  ‘  each. 

2  4  4 

25  4 

20  4  100  mats 

10  4  each, 

5  4 

4  &  2  4 
4  4 

3  &  2  4 

3  4 

4  &  2  4  4 

20  4 

37J  4 

H  4  4 

30  4 

12£  4 
6*  *  4 

3  4 

n  4 

1  * 

2  4 

1  4 

0*  4  4 

6*  4  4 

1  4 

30  4  ton. 

7  &  4  4  each, 

1  4 

4  4  4 

2  4  < 

2  4 

2  4 

10  4  100 


12 
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Grain,  all  kinds . 

Gun  Stocks . 

Grindstones  . 

Gin  Cases  . 

Hogsheads . 

Hemp  . 

Hampers  of  Bottles  . . . 

Horns  . 

Horn  Tips . 

Herring . 

Hides,  Ox . 

Horse . 

Calcutta  Loose 
Hollow  Ware,  per  ton,  tale  . 

Hay,  per  bundle . 

Half  Barrels . 

Hoes,  per  dozen . 

Hoops  . .*» .  . . . 

Horses . 

Ivory  . . 

Iron . 

Jars  Grapes,  Oil  and  Olives 
Kegs  Lard  and  Butter  . . . . 

Crackers . 

Tobacco . 

Half  ditto . 

Shot . 

Lead,  in  sheets  and  pigs  . . . 

in  casks  . 

Leg  Bones . 

Lime,  per  cask . 

Log  and  other  Dye  Woods 

Mahogany . 

Madder,  per  sack . 

Mats  of  Sugar  . 

Duck  . 


1  &  J  cents  bush. 
50  ‘  m. 

25  ‘  ton. 

1  ‘  each. 

10  * 

30  ‘  ton. 

7  ‘  each. 

25  *  m- 

8  ‘ 

0£  ‘  box. 

1  ‘  each. 

0j  ‘  ‘ 

0£  *  ‘ 

20  ‘ 

10  ‘ 

2  *  ‘ 


25  *  m. 

10  ‘  each. 

30  ‘  ton. 

30  ‘ 

1  ‘  each. 

2  ‘ 

1&£‘  4 
2  ‘ 


_  4  * 

_  30  ‘  ton. 

_  30  ‘ 

....  10  •  m. 

....  5  ‘ 

....  30  ‘  ton. 

30  cts.  p.  ton  of  480  ft. 

.  1  1  each. 

....  2  ‘  ‘ 

....  2  ‘  * 
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Mats  of  Cassia  . . 20  cents  100  mats 

Nails,  American,  per  cask  .  3  &  2  ‘  each. 

English .  4  *  * 

Nankins,  per  bale  . .  4  &  2  ‘  ‘ 

case  .  6|-  ‘  * 

Nest  Casks  .  7  ‘  * 

Onions,  per  100  bunches .  4  ‘ 

Oars,  per  m .  25  * 

Oil,  Whale  and  Sperm . 30  cents  per  ton  of  252  gallons. 

Oxen  and  Cows  .  10  ‘  each. 

Pipes  .  ; .  10  ‘  * 

Half  ditto .  7  ‘  1 

Quarter  ditto .  4  ‘  ‘ 

Packages  Merchandize, .  12j  cis.  ‘ 

Plaster,  per  ton .  25  ‘ 

Paper,  Wrapping,  per  ream, .  0J  ‘ 

Sheathing,  &c.,  per  ton .  30  ‘ 

Printing,  per  ream,  .  1  1 

Ploughs .  4  ‘  ‘ 

Pot  Ash  Kettles,  .  10  ‘  ‘ 

Potatos,  . .  1  ‘  bush. 

Kattans . 30  ‘  ton. 

Salt,  per  hhd .  ‘  each. 

bag, .  3  ‘ 

Slate,  per  ton .  25  * 

Steel,  in  bundles  and  cases, . .  30  ‘  ton. 

tubs, . 2  ‘  each. 

Skins,  Sheep,  in  the  wool, .  20  ‘  100. 

Calf,  .  10  *  ‘ 

Shooks,  .  2  ‘  each. 

Sugar  Box,  .  2  ‘  f 

Shovels,  per  doz .  4  ‘ 

Handles  do .  20  ‘  100  doz. 

Scythes,  per  doz .  2  ‘ 

Snaiths, .  2  ‘ 
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Sacks,  Almonds, . 

Feathers, . 

Specie*  . . . 

Stoves,  . 

Staves,  bbl . 

hhd.  and  pipe, 
Stone  and  Ballast,  . . . 
Sheep  and  Swine,  . . . 
Trunks  Merchandize,  . 

Shoes,  . 

Tierces . 

Half  do . 

Tea,  Bohea,  chests,  . . . 

Half  do . 

Quarter  do.  . . . 
Half  Quarter  do. 
10  Catty  Boxes,  .... 

Tea  Kettles . 

Wood  and  Bark,  . . . . 

Wagons,  . 

Zeroons, . 

Boards,  per  m . 

Shingles,  ‘  . 

Clapboards,  ‘  . 

Oars,  per  m . 

Staves,  bbl.  . . 

hhd.  and  pipe, 
Timber  Ranging, 

Ton,  ....... 

Shooks  and  Heading, 

Joist,  per  . . 

Laths,  . 

Sugar  Box  Shooks,  . . 

Hoops,  . 

Treenails, . .  . . . 


4  cents  each. 
10  ‘ 

2  ‘  1000 
10  and  6  each. 
25  ‘  m. 

40  ‘ 

25  *  ton. 

4  ‘  each. 

12£  ‘ 

7  ‘ 

7  *  ‘ 

4  ‘  ‘ 

12J  ‘  ‘ 

6*  ‘  ‘ 

3  ‘ 

n  ■  ‘ 

i  * 

h‘  * 

25  ‘  cord. 

17  *  each. 

4  ‘ 

25  ‘ 

e*  ‘ 

20  ‘ 

25  ‘ 

25  ‘ 

40  ‘ 

25  *  100ft. 
25  ‘  ton. 

.  2  *  each. 

.  25  * 

'  f  ‘ 

.  25  *  m. 

.  25  «  * 
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STORAGE  PER  MONTH. 

Bags  of  Coffee,  Cocoa,  &c . 

Bales  of  Cotton  and  Bags  of  Hops,  . . . 

Bales,  Cases,  Crates  and  Trunks, . 

Barrels,  . . 

Boxes  of  Glass,  100  ft.  . . 

Boxes  of  Lemons . 

Boxes  Havana  Sugar, . 

Butts  from  150  to  200  gallons, . 

Crates, . . 

Casks  of  Raisins . 

Chests  of  Bohea  Tea,  . 

Cordage,  . • . 

Russia  Duck,  . . 

Fish . 

Grain  of  all  kinds, . 

Hemp, . 

Half  Barrels, . • . . . 

Hides,  . . . 

Hogsheads  and  Pipes . 

Iron,  . 

Salt . 

Tierces,  . . 


2  cents  each. 
121  4 

10  &  15  4 
3&  6  4 
2  4  4 
2  4 
7  4 

30  4 

15  4 

2  4 
121-  4 

30  4  per  ton. 

1  4  per  bolt. 

3  ‘percwt. 

1  4  per  bush. 

100  4  per  ton. 

2  &  3  4  each. 

1  &  3  4 
25  4 

16  &  20  4  per  ton. 

1  4  per  bush. 

10  &  13  4  each. 


DC?  The  Wharfage  of  all  Goods  shipped  by,  or  consigned 
to,  people  residing  out  of  the  City,  is  to  be  paid  by  the  master 
or  owner  of  the  vessel  receiving  or  landing  such  goods. 

Goods,  if  taken  away  any  time  short  of  a  month,  pay  the 
same  rate  of  storage,  as  for  an  entire  month. 

Goods  brought  on  the  wharf;  by  trucks,  or  otherwise,  for 
public  sale,  to  pay  the  same  wharfage  as  if  landed  thereon. 

Goods  put  in  store  for  public  sale,  to  pay  one  month’s  storage. 

Goods  taken  by  one  vessel  from  another,  to  pay  half  the 
wharfage  the  same  would  have  paid  had  they  been  landed  or 
shipped  from  the  wharf ;  the  wharfage  to  be  paid  by  the  ves¬ 
sel  nearest  the  wharf. 
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Goods  received  from,  or  loaded  on  board  boasters,  to  be 
paid  for  by  the  masters  of  the  coasters  ;  unless  the  same  are 
shipped,  or  received,  by  persons  belonging  to  Boston,  and  a  re¬ 
turn  thereof  be  made  by  the  master  of  the  coaster  to  the 
wharfinger. 

The  wharfage  of  goods  landed,  other  than  from  coasters,  to 
be  paid  by  the  seller,  or  person  landing  them,  except  lumber } 
the  wharfage  on  which  is  to  be  paid  by  the  purchaser. 

The  wharfage  of  goods,  shipped  off  the  wharf,  to  be  paid 
by  the  vessel  that  receives  them  on  board,  or  the  person  who 
ships  them. 

All  merchandize  shipped  off  the  wharf  to  pay  the  same 
rates  of  wharfage  as  for  landing,  when  the  property  may  have 
been  sold,  or  otherwise  disposed  of,  flour  excepted,  the  wharf¬ 
age  of  which  will  be  charged  in  all  cases,  whether  shipped  by 
the  importer  or  other  person. 

Mahogany,  dye  woods,  and  lumber,  landed  on  the  wharf,  to 
be  immediately  taken  away,  or  piled  up  by  the  wharfinger  at 
the  expense  of  the  owner  or  consignee. 

Vessels  will  be  charged  dockage  for  the  day  of  their  arri¬ 
val,  but  not  for  the  day  of  their  departure, 

Yessels  lying  at  the  wharf,  are  to  remove  at  the  request  of 
the  wharfinger  ;  and  if  not  done  at  his  request,  the  vessel  will 
be  removed  by  the  wharfinger,  at  the  risk  and  expense  of  the 
owner. 

Vessels  hauling  to  the  wharf,  are  expected  to  have  their 
jib  and  spanker  booms,  and  sprit  sail  yards  rigged  in,  and  to 
accommodate  other  vessels  as  much  as  possible. 

Vessels  being  loaded,  and  coming  from,  or  going  to  other 
wharves,  to  pay  double  rates  of  dockage,  to  remove  when  di- 
rected  by  the  wharfinger,  and  not  to  remain  at  the  wharf,  ex¬ 
cept  with  his  permission. 

No  vessel  with  unslacked  lime,  will  be  allowed  to  lie  at  the 
wharf,  except  with  the  particular  permission  of  the  wharfinger. 

No  fire  will  be  permitted  on  the  wharf,  nor  any  tar  or  pitch 
to  be  heated  on  board  any  vessel  lying  at  the  wharf,  except- 
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ing  when  such  vessel  may  be  afloat,  or  a  special  permission 
be  obtained  from  the  wharfinger. 

No  sand,  gravel  or  other  ballast,  to  be  landed  on  the  wharf, 
unless  with  the  approbation  and  under  the  inspection  of  the 
wharfinger;  nor  are  the  dirt,  sweepings  of  the  hold,  or  other 
articles,  under  any  pretence  whatever,  to  be  thrown  into  the 
dock. 

No  boats  are  to  be  put  on  the  wharf,  except  in  the  winter 
season,  and  then  only  with  the  consent  of  the  wharfinger. 

No  articles  of  any  kind  whatever  put  upon  the  wharf  are 
to  be  considered  as  entitled  to  remain  there  any  longer  time 
than  the  wharfinger  shall  consent  to,  and  always  subject  to  be 
removed  at  the  expense  of  the  owners. 
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AN  ACT 


FOR  THE 


MORE  PERFECT  ORGANIZATION 

OF  THE 


COURTS  OF  CRIMINAL  JURISDICTION 


IN  THE 


CITY  AND  COUNTY  OP  NEW  YORK. 


SOCUMEWT  WO,  81. 


j*EW  YORK: 


Printed  by  william  b.  townsbnd. 


BOARD  OF  ALDERMEN, 


DECEMBER  19,  1836. 


The  following  Message  was  received  from  His  Honor  the 
Mayor,  enclosing  a  communication  from  Hon.  R.  Riker,  Re¬ 
corder,  together  with  an  Act  for  the  more  perfect  organization 
of  Courts  of  Criminal  Jurisdiction  in  the  City  and  County  of 
New  York,  which  Was  on  motion,  referred  to  a  Select  Com¬ 
mittee  consisting  of  Aldermen  Ward,  Ingraham,  Randell  and 
Brady. 

D.  T.  VALENTINE,  Assistant  Clerk. 


Mayor's  Office,  New  York,  December  19,  1836. 
Gentlemen  of  the  Common  Council : 

I  transmit  to  you  a  Communication  from  His  Honor  the 
Recorder,  with  a  draft  of  a  pioposed  Law  to  reorganize  our 
Criminal  Courts.  The  Recorder  has  great  experience,  and 
has  given  to  the  subject  much  attention.  He  asks  for  the  ap¬ 
pointment  of  a  Select  Committee,  and  offers  to  give  to  the 
Committee  any  explanations  which  may  be  rquired. 

C,  W.  LAWRENCE, 


1  '  •<'•<!  ,190100 


•  •towO  ShotjM 
i  '■  (•i’J  :>Al  \o  K'Mwtowsi} 


New  York,  December  17,  1836. 


Sir 

Experience  hath  satisfied  me  that  a  re-organization  of  our 
Criminal  Courts  must  shortly  take  place.  After  much  reflec¬ 
tion,  however,  I  have  come  to  the  conclusion,  that  a  plan  can 
be  devised,  which  will  be  adequate  to  meet  the  wants  of  all 
future  times.  This  plan  I  wish  to  submit  to  the  Municipal  Fa¬ 
thers  of  the  City. 

I  am  very  sensible  that  the  Island  of  New  York,  and  its 
adjunct  towns,  villages  and  cities,  will,  within  the  lapse  of 
one  or  two  centuries,  present  a  population  of  several  millions 
of  citizens.  Nevertheless,  if  I  have  not  deceived  myself,  the 
judicial  organization  of  its  criminal  courts,  which  I  contem¬ 
plate,  will,  by  increasing  the  number  of  judicial  districts  in 
proportion  to  the  requirements  of  the  people,  promptly  meet 
and  put  down  crime,  as  far  forth  as  human  means  can  do  so, 
whether  the  number  of  the  population  be  one  million  or  ten 
million. 

I  have  carefully,  after  much  reflection,  and  with  due  advise¬ 
ment,  as  I  believe,  prepared  my  proposed  law,  which  I  request 
Mr.  Mayor,  you  will  do  me  the  favor  to  communicate,  to’ 
gether  with  this  letter,  to  the  Honorable  Boards  of  Aldermen 
and  of  Assistant  Aldermen,  with  a  respectful  solicitation  on 
my  part,  that  their  honors  will  refer  the  subject  to  a  Commit¬ 
tee  of  Lay  and  Legal  Gentlemen.  I  will,  with  pleasure,  at¬ 
tend  such  Committee,  and  give  every  explanation  which  it 
may  require.  Should  the  attendance  of  your  Honor,  of  the 
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District  Attorney  of  the  City,  together  with  Hugh  Maxwell 
and  Ogden  Hoffman,  Esquires,  who  formerly  filled  that  office 
with  so  much  honor  to  themselves  and  usefulness  to  the  public, 
the  District  Attorney  of  the  United  States,  and  the  Counsel 
of  the  Board,  be  invited,  some  public  good  may  grow  out  of 
such  an  assemblage. 

1  have  the  honor  to  be, 

Mr.  Mayor, 

Your  very  obedient  servant, 

R.  RIKER. 

Recorder  of  the  City  of  New  York. 

To  the  Hon  Cornelius  W.  Lawrence, 

Mayor  of  the  City  of  New  York. 


AN  ACT 


For  tjie  more  perfect  organization  of  the  Courts  of 
Criminal  Jurisdiction  in  the  City  and  County  of 
New  York. 


The  People  of  the  State  of  New  York,  represented 
in  Senate  and  Assembly,  do  declare  and  enact  as  fol¬ 
lows  : — 


§  1.  There  shall,  as  heretofore,  continue  to  be  three  The^umW  of 
Courts  of  Criminal  Jurisdiction  in  the  City  and  County 
of  New  York,  to  be  holden  in  and  by  virtue  and  force  of 
this  act. 

§2.  The  first  of  the  said  courts  shall  be  called  and  ^heQcyJrefr  lh* 
known  as  “  The  Court  of  Oyer  and  Terminer  of  the 
City  and  County  of  New  York.’* 

The  second  of  the  said  courts  shall  be  called  and 
known  as  “  The  Court  of  General  Sessions  of  the  City 
and  County  of  New  York.”  And 

The  third  of  the  said  courts  shall  be  called  and  known 
as  “  The  Court  of  Special  Sessions  of  the  City  and 
County  of  New  York.” 

§  3.  The  Judges  of  the  Supreme  Court,  ex-officio  and  Th^e  of 
by  virtue  of  their  office,  the  Circuit  Judges,  the  Mayor, 

Recorder  and  Aldermen  of  the  City  and  County  of  New 
York,  and  the  first  Judge  and  the  Associate  Judge  of  the 
Court  of  Common  Pleas,  of  the  said  City  and  County, 
ex-officio,  and  by  virtue  of  their  offices,  and  two  Judges, 
to  J?"*  called  and  known  as  “The  Associate  Judges  of 


526 


Doc.  No.  81.] 

the  Courts  of  Criminal  J  urisdiction  in  the  City  and  County 
of  New  York,”  shall  be  the  Judges  of  the  said  Courts, 
and  authorised  to  hold  all  the  said  Courts.  Such  Judges 
shall  also  have  all  the  powers  of  the  Special  Justices  for 
preserving  the  peace  in  the  City  of  New  York. 

The  Associate  §  4.  Such  Associate  Judges  shall  be  appointed  by 
pohfted,  htbe  te-  the  Governor  and  Senate,  in  like  manner  as  the  Recor- 
oj^'heir  of-  (Jer  is  now  appointed,  for  the  same  period,  with  the  like 
ers  and  d«ties.W  powers  and  duties,  and  subject  to  the  like  responsibilities. 

Power  of  the  §  5.  The  said  Court  of  Oyer  and  Terminer  shall  have 
and  Terming*  Jur*sd*ct*on  °£  ad  crimes  an(l  offences  committed  within 
the  City  and  County  of  New  York,  which  are  rtow,  or 
may  hereafter  be  made  cognizable  by  law,  and  triable 
in  the  said  City  and  County.  In  all  capital  cases,  that 
is  in  cases  where  the  offender  may  be  punished  with 
death,  four  of  the  said  Judges  at  the  least  shall  preside, 
and  two  of  such  Judges  shall  be  of  the  degree  of  Coun¬ 
sel  of  the  Supreme  Court  of  seven  years  standing,  and 
shall  hold  the  official  station  hereinafter  mentioned. 

Court  Of  0  er  §  6‘  Such  Court  of  °yer  and  Terminer  shall  have  no 
and°U Terminer^  stated  terms.  It  shall  be  held  under  the  precept  of  four 

beVeU,  and^y  or.  more  of  the  Judges  of  the  said  CoUrt  5  SUch 
whom.  ’  to  be  signed  by  at  least  two  of  the  said  Judges  who  are 
of  the  degree  of  Counsel  of  the  Supreme  Court  of  seven 
years  standing,  at  the  least,  and  shall  hold  the  official  sta¬ 
tion  herein  after  mentioned.  Such  precept  shall  au¬ 
thorise  the  holding  of  the  Court  at  such  time  and  times  as 
may  therein  be  ordered  and  directed,  and  the  summon¬ 
ing  of  a  Grand  and  Petit  Jury,  and  their  powers  and 
duties,  and  all  other  proceedings  shall  be  according  to  the 
due  course  of  law. 

§  7.  Such  Court  of  General  Sessions  shall  have  stated 
nera°”r  Sessions,  terms,  and  shall  be  held  as  the  same  is  now  held,  with  the 
with” what6  powl  same  powers,  at  such  periods  as  are  now  directed  by 
rio’i  fora"dhat  pe'  law,  and  by  any  three  of  the  before  named  Judges,  of 
whom.  y  whom  one  shall  be  of  the  degree  of  Counsel  of  the  Su¬ 
preme  Court,  of  seven  years  standing,  at  the  least,  and 
shall  hold  the  official  station  herein  after  mentioned. 
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§  8.  Such  Court  of  Special  Sessions  shall  be  held  at  Court  of  Special 
such  time  and  times  as  the  General  Sessions  may,  from  fo^beTeidTand 
time  to  time,  order  and  direct.  Such  order  and  direction  whom, 
shall  be  entered  on  the  minutes  of  the  Court  of  General 
Sessions.  The  said  Court  of  Special  Sessions  shall  be 
holden  by  the  J udges  hereby  authorised  to  hold  the  said 
Court,  or  by  any  three  of  the  before  named  Judges,  of 
whom  one,  at  least,  shall  be  of  the  degree  of  Counsel  of 
the  Supreme  Court,  of  Pot  less  than  seven  years  stand¬ 
ing,  and  shall  hold  the  official  station  herein  after  men¬ 
tioned.  It  shall  be  the  duty  of  two,  at  least,  of  the  said 
Aldermen,  of  the  said  City  and  County  of  New  York,  to 
attend  and  preside  at  each  of  the  aforesaid  courts,  unless 
excused,  for  special  reasons,  by  the  Common  Council  of 
the  said  City,  or  by  the  other  Judges  of  the  said  Courts, 
or  any  three  thereof.  And  it  shall  be  at  all  times  the 
duty  of  the  said  Common  Council  to  make  a  just  com¬ 
pensation  and  allowance  to  the  several  and  respective 
Aldermen,  for  such  judicial  services. 

§  9.  The  said  Court  of  Special  Sessions  shall  have  all  Powers  of  the 
the  powers  which  it  now  possesses  by  law,  and  more-  se°8Usfonsf.SpeCial 
over,  shall  have  the  like  powers  to  the  full  extent  given 
by  or  under  the  Constitution,  or  in  virtue  of  any  laws  pass¬ 
ed  or  to  be  passed  in  pursuance  thereof ;  and  in  all  cases 
of  misdemeanors,  or  otherwise,  where  the  parties,  defen¬ 
dant  or  defendants,  agree  to  be  tried  before  such  court ; 
and  also  the  like  powers  as  the  General  Sessions  now 
possess,  in  regard  to  disorderly  persons.  But  the  said 
court  may,  in  its  discretion,  order  any  such  case  to  be 
tried  before  the  said  General  Sessions,  or  before  the  Oyer 
and  Terminer  aforesaid. 

§  10.  All  of  the  said  courts  shall  be  Courts  of  Record,  All  such  Courts 
with  all  the  powers  of  Courts  of  Record ;  and  each  of Courts'V ' #  Re. 
the  said  courts  shall  have  a  common  seal.  Such  seal  conl' 
shall  be  devised  by  the  Judges  of  the  said  courts,  or  by 
the  major  part  thereof ;  and  of  such  seal  duplicates  shall 
be  made,  one  whereof  shall  be  deposited  in  the  office  of 
the  Secretary  of  State,  and  the  other  shall  be  deposited 
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in  the  office  of  the  Clerk  6f  the  Court  for  which  it  may¬ 
be  devised  ;  and  such  seal  may  be  renewed  as  occasion 
may  require.  All  process,  known  to  the  law,  shall  issue 
under  the  order  of  such  respective  court,  and  be  signed 
by  the  Clerk  or  his  Deputy,  and  be  sealed  with  the  seal 
of  the  said  courts  respectively,  and  shall  be  effectual 
and  be  duly  enforced  by  the  said  courts  respectively. 
Nothing  herein  contained  shall  prevent  the  bench  warrant, 
or  other  process  issuing  from  such  respective  courts,  ac¬ 
cording  to  the  due  course  of  law.  The  said  courts  shall 
have  power  to  appoint  their  respective  Clerks  and  De¬ 
puty  Clerks,  and  prescribe  their  duties. 

Power  Of  euch  §11.  The  said  courts  shall,  in  their  respective  courts, 

finei*.*  t0  rcm  t  have  power  to  remit,  in  part,  or  in  the  whole,  all  fines 
legally  imposed  on  all  persons  whomsoever,  saving  and 
excepting  such  person  or  persons,  as  may  have  been 
convicted  of  a  crime  or  misdemeanor,  and  fined  by  such 
court,  for  such  crime  or  misdemeanor.  And  all  the 
aforesaid  courts  shall  also  have  the  power  to  order  all  for¬ 
feitures  of  recognizances  taken  therein,  or  for  parties  to 
appear  therein,  and  remit  any  such  forfeiture  thereof  on 
such  terms  as  such  courts  respectively  shall  deem  just. 

Such  courts  §  12.  Each  of  the  said  courts  may,  in  its  discretion, 
™cuC  *ei'sh  "foi  whenever  any  persons  or  persons,  shall  or  may  be  con- 
•evera'i repea- victed  of  several  crimes  or  misdemeanors,  adjudge  and 
ted  offences.  sentence  such  person  or  persons  to  a  like  punishment,  as 
now  is  or  may  hereafter  be  prescribed  by  law,  for  such 
crime  or  misdemeanor ;  such  punishment  to  commence 
and  take  effect  at  the  expiration  of  any  preceding  sen¬ 


tence  or  sentences. 

Official  sta-  §  13.  The  official  stations  before  referred  to  in  this 
u°nthiBactreCl t0 act,  mean  and  shall  be  construed  to  be,  either  a  Judge  of 
the  Supreme  Court,  a  Judge  of  the  Circuit  Court,  the 
Recorder  of  the  said  city,  one  of  the  Associate  Judges 
of  the  Courts  of  Criminal  jurisdiction  in  the  City  and 
County  of  New  York,  or  the  First  or  Associate  Judge  of 
the  Court  of  Common  Pleas  of  the  said  city  and  county. 

The  coining  or  §  14.  The  coming  or  holding  of  any  of  the  afore- 
fcrilninai  court  ef  said  courts,  or  of  the  Supreme  Court,  at  any  time  or 
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times,  shall  in  no  wise  prevent  any  of  the  c 
fore  named,  although  of  inferior  jurisdiction,  frc 
ceding  to  hold  such  respective  courts,  and  to  hear, 
indict,  try,  determine,  and  render  judgment,  according 
to  law,  in  like  manner,  to  all  intents  and  purposes,  and 
with  the  like  effect,  as  if  no  superior  Court  of  Criminal 
Jurisdiction,  was  then  held  within  the  body  of  the  City 
and  County  of  New  York. 

§  15.  It  shall  be  lawful  .for  the  said  Court  of  Special  Adcimonal^w- 
Sessions,  in  its  discretion,  to  order  and  adjudge  any  offen-  0/ Special  Ses- 
der  or  offenders,  duly  convicted  before  any  such  court, 510ns- 
for  any  petit  larceny,  assault  and  battery,  or  other  mis¬ 
demeanor,  after  a  former  conviction  for  the  like  offence, 
before  any  of  the  said  courts,  to  double  the  term  of  such 
imprisonment,  either  in  the  penitentiary,  the  city  prison, 
or  other  prison,  as  allowed  by  law  ;  and  for  the  third 
offence  to  treble  the  term  of  such  imprisonment,  either  in 
the  penitentiary,  in  the  city  prison,  or  other  prison  as  al¬ 
lowed  by  law  ;  and  the  minutes  of  all  or  any  of  such 
courts,  with  proof  of  the  identity  of  the  party,  shall 
authorise  such  courts  respectively,  to  convict  and  pass 
judgment  accordingly.  Nothing  herein  contained  shall 
be  construed  to  impair  or  affect  the  present  powers  of 
the  said  courts  of  Oyer  and  Terminer,  and  General  Ses¬ 
sions,  as  now  prescribed  by  law. 

§  16.  The  said  court  of  Oyer  and  Terminer,  and  the  Said  courts 
said  court  of  General  Sessions,  shall  have  power  to  certain  powers, 
grant  a  new  trial,  or  in  their  discretion  to  advise  a  par¬ 
don.  And  all  the  said  courts  shall  have,  during  the 
same  term,  the  power  to  modify  or  alter  their  respective 
judgments,  and  also  to  suspend  judgment,  as  heretofore 
used,  in  their  discretion  ;  and  also  to  suspend  such  judg¬ 
ment  or  any  execution  awarded  thereon,  to  enable  the 
party  convicted  to  apply  for  a  pardon  to  the  Governor 
of  the  state,  or  for  a  new  trial  in  due  course  of  law. 

§  17.  An  appeal  by  a  bill  of  exception,  by  a  case  to  An  appeal 
be  made,  or  by  a  writ  of  error,  or  in  the  nature  thereof,  fr01“  COUIt  «' 
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court  to  be  *1-  shall  lie  in  all  criminal  cases  whatsoever.  The  same 
lowed'  shall  be  allowed  by  the  judges,  or  the  major  part  thereof, 

who  shall  preside  at  the  trial.  The  appeal  from  the 
Special  Sessions  shall  be  to  the  General  Sessions  before 
named  ;  fiom  the  General  Sessions  and  Court  of  Oyer 
and  Terminer  to  the  Supreme  Court  before  named  ;  and 
finally  from  such  Supreme  Court  to  the  Court  provided 
by  the  constitution  and  law,  for  the  determination  of  all 
criminal  matters  in  the  last  resort.  But  it  is  hereby  ex¬ 
pressly  enacted  and  declared,  that  no  judgment  shall  be 
suspended,  stayed,  or  delayed  in  any  of  the  said  courts, 
unless  one  of  the  presiding  Judges  at  the  trial  thereof,  who 
shall  be  of  the  degree  of  Counsel  of  the  Supreme  Court,  of 
not  less  than  seven  years  standing,  at  least,  shall  certify  in 
writing  under  his  sign  manual,  that  there  is  good  cause, 
in  his  judgment,  for  the  staying  of  such  judgment  and 
sentence. 

Power  of  the  §  18.  It  shall  rest  in  the  sound  discretion  of  each  and 
=  “commis  tbe  sa'd  courts,  to  allow  or  disallow,  any  com- 

sions  to  take  tes- mission  or  commissions  to  issue  to  take  the  testimony  of 
timony  abroad.  forejgn  witnesses;  that  is  to  say,  witnesses  not  within  the 
jurisdiction  of  any  of  the  said  courts  respectively. 

Said  courts  §  19.  It  shall  rest  in  the  sound  discretion  of  each 

onacomPIafnants  and  a11  °f  tllC  Said  C0Url'S’  in  3,1  CaSeS  °f  assaults  and 
°”  pieferring"  S  batteries,  where  the  said  courts  respectively  shall  be  of 
mahcioils55  cj'ar-  opinion,  that  such  charge  is  groundless  and  malicious,  to 
ses*  impose  a  fine  upon  such  complainant  or  complainants,  not 

exceeding  the  fine,  which  by  law,  may  be  imposed  upon 
the  accused  if  convicted,  and  in  default  of  the  payment 
of  such  fine,  to  adjudge  such  complainant  or  complainants 
to  an  imprisonment  in  the  house  of  detention,  or  city 
prison  in  this  act  named,  not  exceeding  thirty  days. 

S  ecial  duties  §  20.  ll  sha11  be  the  SPecial  duty  °f  th°  Said  ReCOr‘ 

of^Sec^Zder  of  the  City  of  New  York,  and  of  the  aforesaid 
Judg«an,Mheeir  Associate  Judges  of  the  said  courts  of  criminal  jurisdic- 
compensation.  tion  in  the  (j[ty  and  County  of  New  York,  to  hold  the 
said  courts ;  two  of  whom  shall,  unless  prevented  by  sick- 
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ness  or  otherwise,  preside  in  the  Court  of  Oyer  and 
Terminer,  in  all  capital  cases  ;  that  is,  in  cases  where 
the  offender  may  be  punished  with  death,  and  one  of 
whom  shall,  unless  prevented  by  sickness  or  otherwise, 
preside  in  all  the  said  courts.  The  Common  Coun¬ 
cil  shall  allow  and  pay  out  of  the  city  treasury,  to  the 
said  Recorder,  and  to  each  of  the  Associate  Judges,  in 
quarterly  payments,  an  annual  salary  of  not  less  than 
fifteen  hundred  dollars,  nor  more  than  three  thousand 
dollars. 

§  21.  Any  three  of  the  Judges  of  the  said  courts  of  power  of 
Oyer  and  Terminer  and  General  Sessions,  one  of  whom  ^Termin?? * 
shall  hold  the  official  station  in  this  act  described,  may  General  Ses- 
in  their  discretion,  at  the  time  and  in  the  manner  now  jirors!°  convene 
prescribed  by  law,  order  and  direct  the  Clerk  of  said 
City  and  County,  to  draw  any  number  of  Grand  and 
Petit  Jurors  to  be  returned  to  serve  at  said  courts,  and 
the  Sheriff  or  his  Deputy  shall  summon  such  Grand  and 
Petit  Jurors,  whose  duty  it  shall  be  to  attend  such  courts 
under  all  legal  penalties.  And  either  of  the  said  courts 
of  Oyer  and  Terminer,  or  General  Sessions  shall  have 
power  at  any  time  during  the  sitting  thereof  by  a  venire, 
or  an  order  entered  upon  its  minutes,  to  convene  forth¬ 
with  such  number  of  Grand  and  Petit  Jurors,  as  in  its 
discretion  may  be  necessary.  Such  venire  or  order  to 
be  directed  and  executed  according  to  the  provisions  of 
the  common  law. 

§  22.  There  shall  be  three  classes  of  prisons  for  the  Classes  of  pri- 
punishment  of  crimes  and  offences  in  the  City  and  County  nUhmem  of  pu‘ 
of  New  York,  exclusive  of  the  house  for  the  correction  criraes- 
of  juvenile  offenders,  and  of  any  state  prison  which  may 
be  erected  within  the  said  City  and  County. 

The  first  shall  be  for  the  punishment  of  minor  offences, 
and  shall  be  called  and  known  as  “  The  House  of  De¬ 
tention.” 

The  second  shall  be  for  the  punishment  of  more  ag¬ 
gravated  offences,  and  shall  be  called  and  known  as 
“  The  City  Prison.”  And 
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The  third  shall  be  for  the  punishment  of  aggravated 
or  infamous  offences,  and  shall  be  called  and  known  as 
“  The  Penitentiary.” 

The  Common  Council  shall  designate  such  respective 
prisons,  and  in  case  of  pestilence,  or  other  emergency, 
may  alter  the  same,  from  time  to  time,  as  occasion  may 
require;  and  in  like  manner  designate  the  place  and 
places  for  holding  all  the  aforesaid  courts. 

The  existing  §  23.  The  courts  by  this  act  established,  shall  be 
courts  nontinu-  (jeeme(j  anc[  taken  as  the  existing  courts,  now  called  and 
known  as  the  Court  of  Oyer  and  Terminer  and  Jail  De¬ 
livery,  the  Court  of  General  Sessions  of  the  Peace,  and 
the  Court  of  Special  Sessions  of  the  Peace  in  and  for 
the  City  and  County  of  New  York,  and  shall  have  all 
powers  now  possessed  by  such  courts,  or  which  may 
hereafter  be  given  to  such  courts,  or  to  the  courts  by  the 
style  in  this  act  named.  And  it  shall  be  the  duty  of  the 
Keeper  of  the  several  Prisons  in  the  City  and  County  of 
New  York,  to  lay  before  the  said  courts,  when  required 
by  any  such  courts,  a  calendar  of  all  persons,  in  their 
custody,  to  the  end  that  such  respective  courts  may  in¬ 
quire  into  the  premises,  and  discharge  or  continue  the 
parties  in  custody,  as  may  be  just.  All  criminal  pro¬ 
ceedings,  which  may  be  commenced  before  this  law  goes 
into  effect,  shall  be  prosecuted  as  now  prescribed  by  law, 
and  may  be  continued  before  the  respective  courts,  after 
this  law  shall  go  into  effect. 

jurisdiction  of  §  24.  Nothing  herein  contained  shall  be  construed  to 
Supreme  Court  impair  or  abridge  the  jurisdiction  of  the  Supreme  Court, 

not  to  be  impair-  .  r  a  J  i 

e<i.  in  all  criminal  matters,  as  now  holden  by  it,  under  the 

Constitution,  or  by  law  ;  except  as  provided  for,  in  and 
by  the  14th  section  of  this  act. 


DOCUMENT  no.  82. 


BOARD  OF  AEDERMEJV, 

DECEMBER  19,  1836, 


kepor-t  0f  the  Committee  on  Police,  Watch  and  Prisons,  on 
Watch • 


D.  T.  VALENTINE,  Assistant  Clerk. 


Res°lvf,  That  it  be  referred  to  the  Committee  on  Police, 

W*  t’  T  C"  [°  -lnqUire  °f  the  S6Veral  CaPtains  of  the  City 

Watch,  ,f  Jn  their  opinion  the  watch  ought  to  be  increased  by 
additional  posts,  in  such  parts  of  the  city  as  would  seem  most 
proper  for  the  protection  of  its  citizens  as  is  within  the  watch 

The  Committee  on  Police,  Watch  and  Prisons,  to  whom 
was  referred  the  annexed  resolution  directing  them  to  inquire 
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of  the  Captains  of  the  City  Watch,  whether,  in  their  opinion, 
an  increase  of  posts  and  men  is  necessary,  and  to  what  extent , 
Fpspectfully 

REPORT  t 

That  they  have  made  inquiries  of  the  several  Captains  of 
the  City  Watch,  whose  reports  are  annexed.  It  will  appear 
on  referring  to  them,  that  a  very  material  addition  to  the  pre¬ 
sent  Watch  Department  is  supposed  to  be  necessary  to  afford 
adequate  protection  to  the  property  and  security  to  the  per¬ 
son?  of  our  fellow  citizens. 

Thus— -For  the  First  District,  it  is  recommended  that  eight 
additional  posts,  requiring  in  all  twenty-four  Watchmen,  be 
made. 

For  the  Second  District,  eleven  posts,  making  forty-eight 
men. 

For  the  Third  District,  fifty-si*  men  is  asked. 

For  the  Fourth  District,  eight  posts,  making  forty  men  in¬ 
cluding  Roundsmen. 

For  the  Fifth  District,  twenty-three  posts,  and  a  corres¬ 
ponding  number  of  men. 

The  Committee  were  not  prepared  to  be  informed  that  an 
increase  to  the  extent  of  that  recommended  is  required  ;  nor 
can  they  approve  of  the  reports  of  the  Captains,  without  fur¬ 
ther  examination.  The  regulation  of  the  Watch  is  a  subject 
of  great  importance  to  the  city,  and  although  the  increase  will 
be  attended  with  heavy  expense,  there  can  be  no  doubt  but 
that  these  expenses  will  be  cheerfully  appropriated  and  met, 
if  this  branch  of  our  City  Police  shall  require  it.  As  the  Com¬ 
mittee  were  directed  merely  to  make  inquiries  of  the  Captains 
of  the  Watch  on  this  subject,  they  have  discharged  their  duty 
in  presenting  their  several  answers. 
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The  Committee  do  not  feel  authorised  by  the  resolution,  and 
are  not  prepared  to  present  any  proposition  for  the  increase 
of  the  City  Watch  at  this  time.  They  are  however  desirous 
to  call  the  attention  of  the  Common  Council  to  it,  as  a  matter 
of  great  interest  to  our  citizens  generally,  and  one  imperiously 
demanding  the  attention  of  the  city  authorities. 

NATHANIEL  WATERBURY,  ) 

THOMAS  BRAUY,  \  Committee. 

F.  A.  TALLMADGE,  ) 

I 'CF'  By  the  recommendation  of  the  Captains  of  the  Watch> 
if  complied  with,  it  will  require  one  hundred  an  1  ninety  six 
men.  Probable  expense  for  one  year  will  be  over  $89,425. 


tin-.  ■  .  i  -  ■  '  ,i-!T 

♦ 

f  I  A'  t 

-rc.vo  -ij'lli//  ,  .  ■  • 


DOCUMENT  NO.  83. 


BOARD  OF  ALDEEME1V, 

DECEMBER  19,  1836. 


Rep0r*  °/the  Committee  on  Laws,  $c.  on  the  Communication 
and  draft  of  a  Law  from  the  Water  Commissioners  with 

amend™  vnfo  * 


D.  T.  VALENTINE,  Assistant  Clerk, 


Resohed,  That  it  be  referred  to  the  Committee  on  «  Laws 
and  Applications  to  the  Legislature’*  to  inquire  into  the  expe¬ 
diency  of  applying  to  the  Legislature  for  an  amendment  of 

New  Ya  t  301  T  Pr°Vide  f°r  SUpp,yin^  the  city  of 

New  York  with  pure  and  wholesome  water,”  requiring  the 

Commissioners  appointed  under  the  said  act  to  report  quarter 

th^fha  T  C°70“C“nCil’  3  Statement  °f  the  proceedings 
that  have  been  adopted  by  them  in  furtherance  of  the  object 
contemplated  by  the  said  act,  together  with  such  other  amend¬ 
ments  to  the  said  act  as  may  be  deemed  necessary  by  them 
The  Committee  on  Laws  and  Applications ‘to  the  Lenisla- 

dTft  of  ,°m  7"  rfferred  the  3nDeXed  communication  and 
of  a  aw  from  the  Water  Commissioners,  as  also  the  an¬ 
nexed  resolution  of  Alderman  Tallmadge, 
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REPORT: 

That  the  object  of  the  law  suggested  by  the  Commissioners 
appears  to  the  Committee  to  be  proper,  and  in  fact  indispensible 
to  the  carrying  on  the  work  entrusted  to  their  superintendence. 

The  appointment  of  Commissioners  for  laying  out  highways, 
is  a  customary  mode  of  proceeding  in  the  Legislature  of  this 
state,  and  is  probably  as  unexceptionable  as  any  that  can  be 
adopted.  Some  alterations  in  the  form  of  law  are  suggested, 
and  appear  in  the  draft. 

The  Committee  have  also  added  an  entire  new  section,  requir¬ 
ing  the  Water  Commissioners  to  make  quarter-yearly  reports 
to  the  Common  Council,  of  the  proceedings  which  may,  from 
time  to  time,  be  adopted  by  them,  in  the  discharge  of  their 
duties  as  Water  Commissioners ;  and  requiring  their  compliance 
in  such  orders  and  resolutions  as  may  be  adopted  by  the  Com¬ 
mon  Council,  in  regard  to  the  performance  of  the  work,  and 
the  mode,  manner  and  time  within  which  the  same  is  to  be 
done,  within  the  City  and  County  of  New  York. 

Resolved,  That  the  Counsel  of  the  Board  prepare  a  Memo¬ 
rial  to  the  Legislature  for  the  passage  of  the  Law  providing 
for  necessary  alterations  in  the  route  of  any  turnpike  road  or 
highway  occasioned  by  the  plan  for  supplying  the  city  with 
water,  as  agreed  to  by  the  Common  Council,  and  that  the 
same  be  executed  in  the  usual  manner  and  forwarded  to  the 
Legislature. 

p  R.  WARD,  )  Committee 

D.  P.  INGRAHAM,  [  on 
F.  A.  TALLMADGE,  )  Laws. 
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To  the  Honorable  the  Common  Council  of  the  City  of 
New  York: 


The  Water  Commissioners  beg  leave  respectfully  to  repre¬ 
sent,  that  they  made  a  communication  to  the  Common  Coun¬ 
cil  on  the  23d  of  November,  1835,  (see  Document  48,)  sta¬ 
ting,  in  substance,  that  a  part  of  the  road  belonging  to  the 
Croton  Turnpike  Company,  and  also  of  the  puplic  highway, 
would  be  overflowed  by  the  damming  of  the  Croton  River, 
which  became  necessary,  in  order  to  form  the  great  reservoir, 
from  which  the  water  for  supplying  the  city  is  to  be  drawn. 

That  in  lieu  of  such  parts  of  the  road,  thus  overflowed  and 
destroyed,  others  must  be  provided  at  the  expense  of  the  city ; 
and  as  the  Water  Commissioners  were  not  authorzied  by  the 
act  of  the  legislature  passed  the  2nd  of  May,  1834,  to  alter  the 
line  of  any  road,  or  to  substitute  others  in  the  place  of  those 
destroyed  or  injured,  they  requested  that  the  Common  Council 
would  direct  an  application  to  the  legislature  for  a  law  authoriz¬ 
ing  the  appointment  of  Commissioners  to  lay  out  ahd  desig¬ 
nate  such  alterations  in  the  present  line,  or  route  of  the  Cro¬ 
ton  Turnpike  and  public  highway,  in  lieu  of  so  much  of  said 
roads  as  will  be  covered  with  water,  as  in  their  judgment  will 
best  comport  with  the  convenience  of  the  public  and  the  inter¬ 
est  of  those  concerned. 

Ihis  communication  was  referred  to  the  Committee  on  Laws 
and  Counsel  of  the  Board,  with  power  to  carry  it  into  effect ; 
and  a  memorial  and  law  were  accordingly  prepared  and  duly 
transmitted  to  the  legislature  ;  but  owing  to  the  press  of  busi¬ 
ness,  or  other  cause,  the  application  was  not  acted  on  by  that 
honorable  body ;  and  inasmuch  as  the  same  necessity  still 
exists  for  an  act  conferring  the  powers  alluded  to,  the  Commis¬ 
sioners  respectfully  request  that  the  Common  Council  will  di- 
rect  a  memoria!  and  the  draft  of  a  law  to  be  prepared  and 
laid  before  the  legislature  at  their  session  in  January  next. 

Respectfully  submitted  by  order  of  the  Board  of  Water 
Commissioners. 


„„  S™’HEN  ALLEN'  Ch”’"  of  the  Water  Com'. 
UJfwe  of  the  Water  Commissioners,  Nov.  19,  1836, 


AN  ACT 


To  provide  for  such  alterations  in  the  line  or  route  of  any 
turnpike  road  or  highway  through  the  County  of  West  Che<? 
ter,  as  may  be  rendered  necessary  by  the  plan  adopted  for  sup_ 
plying  the  City  of  New  York  with  pure  and  wholesome  waters 
under  and  by  virtue  of  the  Act  for  that  purpose,  passed  May 
2nd,  1834. 

The  people  of  the  State  of  New  York,  represented  in 
Senate  and  Assembly,  do  enact  as  follows  : 

§  1.  The  Governor  shall  nominate,  and  with  the  consent  of 
the  Senate,  shall  appoint  three  competent  and  disinterested 
persons  as  Commissioners  who  shall  be  authorised  to  order  and 
direct  such  alterations  in  the  present  line  or  route  of  the  Cro¬ 
ton  Turnpike,  or  any  other  turnpike  or  public  road  or  highway, 
running  through  the  county  of  Westchester,  as  in  their  judg¬ 
ment  may  be  rendered  necessary  by  the  construction  of  any 
reservoir,  aqueduct  or  other  work,  for  supplying  the  City  of 
New  York  with  pure  and  wholesome  water,  according  to  the 
act  for  that  purpose  .passed  May  2nd,  1834.  And  the  said 
Commissioners  shall  have  power  to  lay  out  and  designate,  in 
lieu  of  such  parts  of  any  of  the  said  turnpike,  or  public  roads 
or  highways  as  may  be  discontinued  by  them  by  virtue  of  this 
act,  such  other  land  as  may  be  necessary  for  the  route  or  line 
of  any  such  turnpike,  public  road  or  highway  as  altered  by 
them. 

§  2.  It  shall  be  the  duty  of  such  Commissioners  to  lay  out 
and  designate  such  turnpike,  public  road,  or  highway  as  may 
require  to  be  changed  from  their  present  line  or  route,  accord- 
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)ng  to  their  best  judgment  and  understanding,  and  in  such 

PT°'e  ""  °lie0tS  i"te"dad  a”d  in* 
«e  lt  f  ,1  Ther  !ha"  Cause  10  be  "ade  an  aeon- 

ttlrL  ,8Umy'  °f  “Ch  r°ad  0r  roads-  gating 

therein  the  several  points  near,  or  through  which  they  mav 

ae!,'to°f  ,'h  eP0SiK  “d  fi'e  SUCh  map  in  the  office  of  the 
Uerk  of  the  county  of  Westchester. 

ed§in'th?nh  rC0mmisabner'  «”•  oaeh  day  he  may  be  employ- 

V®  Water  Commissioners  of  the  City  of  New  York 
are  hereby  authorized  to  agree  with  theownej  or  owlm  rf 
any  land  or  property  which  may  be  required  for  any  such  J. 

whhin  two  months  thereafter,  pay  ^ffiLwL^oTtoLLper' 
son  or  persons  as  the  Court  mav  direct  tK  P 

said  report,  in  full  compensation  for  the 'propel  “T”*1*  T 
and  damage  sustained  ;  and  thereupon  the  said  Water 
sioners  shall  be  discharged  from  aT'  l  Wa‘er|C°'”'"®* 

required  or  damage  sus, Led  fOT  "*  th“a 

§  6.  Every  such  turnpike,  public  road,  or  highwa^  ^ 
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out  by  the  Commissioners  appointed  by  virtue  of  this  act,  shall 
be  built  or  constructed  by,  or  under  the  authority  of  the  Water 
Commissioners,  and  the  cost  and  expense  thereof  shall  be  paid 
from  the  funds  provided  by  the  Common  Council  for  supply¬ 
ing  the  City  of  New  York  with  pure  and  wholesome  water. 

§  7.  The  roads  thus  laid  out  shall  be  constructed  of  good 
materials,  and  in  a  substantial  manner  ;  and  it  shall  be  the 
duty  of  the  Commissioners  appointed  by  virtue  of  this  act, 
upon  the  requisition  of  the  Water  Commissioners,  or  of  the 
owners  of  any  road  or  bridge,  so  constructed,  to  inspect  the 
same,  and  if  the  said  Commissioners,  or  any  two  of  them, 
shall  be  satisfied  that  the  said  road,  or  bridge,  as  the  case  may 
be,  is  as  good  and  as  well  constructed  as  the  old,  or  former 
road,  or  bridge,  and  equally  substantial  and  durable,  they  shall 
make  two  certificates  of  the  fact,  one  for  the  Water  Commis¬ 
sioners,  and  one  for  the  owner  of  the  road  or  bridge  so  con¬ 
structed,  and  one  of  the  caid  certificates  shall  be  recorded  in 
the  office  of  Register,  in  the  City  and  County  of  New  York, 
and  the  other  in  the  Clerk’s  office,  in  the  County  of  Westches¬ 
ter;  and  the  Mayor,  Aldermen  and  Commonalty  of  the  City 
of  New  York,  and  the  Water  Commissioners  shall  be  re¬ 
leased  from  all  further  charge  or  expenditure  on  account  of 
any  such  road  or  bridge. 


3DOCVMBSTT  NO.  84. 


BOARD  OF  ALDERMEN, 

DECEMBER  19,  1836, 


Report  of  the  Street  Committee  on  the  Communication  receiv¬ 
ed  from  the  Water  Commissioners  relative  to  reserving 
land  for  reservoirs,  $c  Laid  on  the  table,  and  ordered  to 
be  printed. 

D.  T.  VALENTINE,  Assistant  Clerk. 


The  Street  Committee  to  whom  was  referred  the  commu¬ 
nication  from  the  Water  Commissioners,  on  the  subject  of  lo¬ 
cating  sites  for  reservoirs,  respectfully 

REPORT: 

That  the  Water  Commissioners,  as  appears  by  their  said 
communication,  and  by  the  representations  of  their  Chairman, 
with  whom  the  Committee  have  had  an  interview,  have  deemed 
it  their  duty  to  make  a  selection  of  the  proper  sites  for  reser¬ 
voirs  before  the  streets  and  avenues,  which,  according  to  the 
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map  or  plan  of  the  city,  might  intersect  those  sites,  should  be 
opened  and  declared  to  be  public  highways. 

In  making  this  selection,  the  Commissioners  have  ascer¬ 
tained  that  property  belonging  principally  to  the  Corporation, 
in  the  12th  ward,  is  in  all  respects  suitable  for  such  purpose. 
Their  communication  describes  this  property,  and  is  accompa¬ 
nied  with  maps  thereof;  and  they  request  that  the  Common 
Council  may  pass  an  ordinance,  reserving  so  much  of  the  land 
thus  referred  to,  as  may  belong  to  the  Corporation,  for  such 
reservoirs,  and  authorising  the  Water  Commissioners  to  ap¬ 
propriate  the  same  for  such  purpose,  whenever  the  work  shall 
have  so  far  advanced  as  to  render  the  same  necessary. 

The  pieces  of  land  designated  by  the  Water  Commissioners 
for  such  reservoirs  are  as  follows  : 

1st.  All  the  land  lying  between  the  6th  and  7th  avenues, 
and  79th  and  86th  streets.  Upon  this  site  it  is  contemplated 
to  erect  large  storing  reservoirs  for  the  reception  of  the  water 
on  its  first  leaving  the  aqueduct.  This  piece  consists  of  seven 
blocks,  and  is  intersected  on  the  map  of  the  city  by  80th,  81st, 
82d,  83d,  84th,  and  85th  streets.  About  five-sevenths  of  the 
whole  tract  belongs  to  the  Corporation,  and  the  act  under 
which  the  Commissioners  exercise  their  duties,  provides  for 
acquiring  the  title  of  such  parts  of  it  as  belong  to  individuals. 

The  Committee  would  remark  here,  that  they  have  been  in¬ 
formed  by  the  Street  Commissioner,  that  the  map  of  the  said 
piece  of  land  annexed  to  the  communication  of  the  Water 
Commissioners,  does  not  correctly  represent  those  portions 
which  belong  to  the  Corporation,  and  those  which  are  private 
property.  This  however  is  unimportant  as  respects  the  pro¬ 
posed  ordinance  and  the  propriety  of  passing  it. 

2d.  The  land  lying  between  the  3d  and  4th  avenues  and 
67th  and  69th  streets.  This  property  is  known  as  part  of 
Hamilton  square,  and  belongs  entirely  to  the  Corporation,  a 
small  piece  of  it  being  occupied  by  St.  James’  Church.  It 
is  proposed  here  to  erect  a  distributing  reservoir  for  that  part 
©f  the  city. 
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3d.  The  land  lying  between  the  5th  and  6th  avenues  and 
40th  and  42d  streets.  This  property  is  part  of  the  land  here¬ 
tofore  appropriated  and  enclosed  for  a  cemetery,  but  which 
never  has  been  used  for  that  purpose,  the  soil  being  unsuit¬ 
able.  It  is  intended  to  erect  here  a  distributing  reservoir,  for 
those  parts  of  the  city  lying  south  and  west  of  it. 

The  Committee  have  thus  stated  the  plan  of  the  Commis¬ 
sioners  in  respect  to  the  said  reservoirs.  For  their  reasons 
in  favor  of  selecting  public  in  preference  to  private  property, 
and  their  views  of  the  expediency  of  passing  an  ordinance  to 
reserve  the  property  so  selected,  the  Committee  beg  leave  to 
refer  to  the  communication  received  from  those  gentlemen ; 
merely  adding,  that  they  fully  concur  with  them  on  both  those 
points,  and  can  add  nothing  to  the  arguments  which  they  have 
advanced.  It  is  proper  to  state,  however,  that  by  complying 
with  the  present  suggestions  of  the  Water  Commissioners,  they 
are  not  bound  down  to  the  locations  thus  selected,  or  precluded 
from  hereafter  altering  their  plans  in  regard  to  the  necessary 
reservoirs,  if  they  should  deem  it  expedient  so  to  do  ;  but  the 
manner  now  proposed,  is  a  proper  precaution,  founded  upon 
the  best  judgment  they  can  conceive  on  the  subject  at  present, 
and  one  from  which  no  inconvenience  can  result. 

It  appears  also  to  the  Committee,  in  considering  this  subject, 
that  inasmuch  as  the  streets,  which  according  to  the  map  or 
plan  of  the  city,  may  intersect  the  sites  chosen  by  the  Com¬ 
missioners  for  reservoirs,  have  been  established  as  such  by 
State  Legislation,  and  are  not  therefore  under  the  control  of 
the  Common  Council ;  an  act  of  the  Legislature  should  be  ob¬ 
tained  to  alter  the  plan  of  the  city,  by  discontinuing  such  parts 
of  the  said  streets  as  would  otherwise  have  run  within  the 
boundaries  of  the  said  pieces  of  land  to  be  appropriated  for 
reservoirs.  This  has  been  deemed  necessary,  where  new  pub¬ 
lic  squares  or  places  have  been  established,  and  the  same  rea¬ 
sons  would  seem  to  apply  to  any  appropriation  of  land  thus 
intersected  by  streets,  for  another  public  purpose. 

As  the  Commissioners  have  suggested  that  it  would  be  ex- 
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pedient  to  obtain  the  passage  of  such  an  act,  without  delay, 
the  Committee  would  recommend  that  application  be  made 
therefor  at  the  ensuing  session  of  the  Legislature. 

The  Committee  have  caused  an  ordinance  to  be  drawn  in 
conformity  with  the  suggestions  of  the  Water  Commissioners, 
which  they  submit  with  this  report,  and  they  recommend  the 
adoption  of  the  following  resolution : 

Resolved,  That  the  ordinance,  a  draft  whereof  is  hereunto 
annexed,  be  passed. 

Resolved,  That  the  Counsel  prepare  the  draft  of  an  act  to 
alter  the  map  or  plan  of  the  city,  by  discontinuing  thereon 
80th,  81st,  82d,  83d,  84th,  and  85th  streets,  between  the  6th 
and  7th  avenues ;  also  by  discontinuing  thereon  68th  street, 
between  the  3d  and  4th  avenues  ;  also  by  discontinuing  there* 
on  41st  street,  between  the  5th  and  6th  avenues,  and  that  he 
cause  such  act,  with  a  suitable  memorial  for  the  passage  there¬ 
of,  duly  authenticated,  to  be  fo.  warded  to  the  Legislature,  at 
the  next  session  therof. 

EDWARD  TAYLOR,  )  Street 

NEHEMIAH  WATERBURY,  \  Committee , 
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A  LAW 


To  reserve  certain  lands  of  the  Mayor,  Aldermen  and  Com¬ 
monalty  of  the  City  of  New  York,  for  the  use  of  the  Water 
Commissioners  of  the  said  city. 


The  Mayor,  Aldermen  and  Commonalty  of  the  City  of  New 
York,  in  Common  Council  convened,  do  ordain  as  follows: 

§  1.  All  the  lands  belonging  to  the  Mayor,  Aldermen  and 
Commonalty  of  the  City  of  New  York,  and  lying  between 
the  6th  and  7th  avenues  and  79th  and  86th  streets;  also  be¬ 
tween  the  3rd  and  4th  avenues  and  67th  and  69th  streets ;  also 
between  the  5th  and  6th  avenues  and  40th  and  42nd  streets, 
are  hereby  reserved  for  the  use  of  the  Water  Commissioners 
for  the  City  of  New  York,  for  the  purpose  of  erecting  reser¬ 
voirs  thereon,  if  they  should  deem  it  necessary  or  advisable  so 
to  do. 

§  2.  The  said  W ater  Commissioners  are  hereby  authorized, 
whenever  they  may  think  it  fit  in  the  course  of  their  duties,  to 
take  possession  of  the  lands  above  mentioned,  or  any  part  or 
parts  thereof,  and  to  cause  to  be  erected  thereon,  such  reser¬ 
voirs  or  other  works  as  may,  in  their  opinion,  be  necessary  for 
supplying  the  City  of  New  York  with  pure  and  wholesome 
water. 
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To  the  Honorable  the  Common  Council  of  the  City  of 
New  York  S 

The  Water  Commissioners  beg  leave  respectfully  to  re* 
present,  that  in  prosecuting  the  plan  for  supplying  the  city 
with  pure  and  wholesome  water,  they  have  deemed  it  expe¬ 
dient  to  locate  in  the  12th  ward,  the  several  reservoirs  that 
haay  be  requisite  for  the  purpose. 

The  rapid  extension  of  the  city  limits,  and  the  prevailing 
Xvish,  as  manifested  by  the  applications  to  your  honorable 
body,  to  have  the  streets  and  avenues  in  the  12th  ward  thrown 
6pen,  has  been  a  principal  inducement  with  the  Commission¬ 
ers,  to  hasten  to  a  conclusion  on  the  subject  of  locating  the 
reservoirs,  before  the  streets  and  avenues  running  through  the 
land  proper  for  sites,  shall  be  opened  and  declared  public 
highways. 

In  making  the  necessary  examinations  (with  a  view  to  the 
aforesaid  object,)  of  the  several  pieces  of  land,  sufficiently 
elevated  to  preserve  a  heighth  of  water  from  100  to  120  feet 
above  tide,  the  Commissioners  have  deemed  it  a  fortunate  cir¬ 
cumstance,  that  property  belonging  to  the  Corporation  has 
been  found,  possessing  all  the  necessary  requisites,  both  as  to 
situation  and  heighth,  for  the  purpose. 

The  taking  of  private  property  for  public  use,  unless  by  the 
free  consent  of  the  owner,  is  at  all  times  unpleasant,  and  when 
it  can  be  avoided,  without  injury  to  the  main  object,  as  in  the 
present  case,  the  Commissioners  think  it  ought  to  be  done;  and 
they  have  no  doubt  your  honorable  body  will  so  decide.  The 
project  too,  of  supplying  this  city  with  pure  and  wholesome 
water,  being  one  in  which  every  citizen  and  member  of  the 
Corporation  is  deeply  interested,  not  only  in  its  successful  ter¬ 
mination,  by  which  their  health  and  comfort  may  be  promoted, 
but  in  the  large  debt  which  mustjiecessarily  accrue,  and  for 
the  security  of  which  the  property  of  the  whole  city  is  a  gua- 
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rantee.  The  fee  of  most  of  the  land  required  as  sites  for  re¬ 
servoirs,  being  vested  in  the  Corporation,  or  citizens  generally, 
and  the  money  required  to  complete  the  project  of  supplying 
the  city  with  water,  constituting  a  debt,  for  the  payment  of 
which  the  property  of  the  Corporation  and  citizens  must  be 
bound,  it  would  seem  to  be  a  matter  of  course,  that  the  land 
owned  by  the  Corporation,  adapted  to  the  purpose,  should  be 
applied  in  furtherance  of  the  project  for  which  the  debt  must 
be  created,  in  preference  to  purchasing  property  of  the  same 
description  from  private  owners. 

The  sites  for  the  reservoirs  alluded  to  above,  and  which  the 
Commissioners  propose  should  be  reserved  for  the  use  of  the 
works,  are  as  follows : 

1st.  So  much  of  the  land  belonging  to  the  Corporation  as  lay 
between  the  6th  and  7th  avenues,  and  79th  and  86th  streets. 

This  site  is  intended  for  large  storing  reservoirs,  or  as  a  re¬ 
cipient  of  the  water  on  its  first  leaving  the  conduit,  where  it 
may  be  left  at  rest  for  a  sufficient  time,  to  deposite  any  earthy 
substance  which  may  be  combined  with  it,  and  from  thence 
flow  on  to  the  distributing  reservoir  in  a  pure  state. 

The  blocks  of  land  included  within  the  above  limits  are 
numbered  on  the  map  of  the  Common  Lands,  as  167,  168, 
169,  170,  171,  172  and  173.  Number  170  is  held  in  fee  by 
Hickson  W.  Field,  as  executor  of  Moses  Field  deceased,  and 
the  fee  of  172  is  held  by  William  Mathews.  All  the  other 
blocks  are  the  property  of  the  Corporation,  upon  which  there 
is  no  incumbrance  whatever.  The  right  to  the  fee  of  170  and 
172,  will  have  to  be  extinguished  by  the  Commissioners,  either 
by  purchase  at  private  sale,  or  by  the  intervention  of  referees 
as  provided  by  the  statute. 

2d.  So  much  of  the  land,  also  belonging  to  the  Corporation, 
as  lies  between  the  3d  and  4th  avenues,  and  67th  and  69th 
streets;  the  blocks  are  numbered  112  and  117  on  the  map  of 
the  Common  Lands,  and  are  known  as  a  part  of  the  Hamilton 
square  lots.  This  property  is  free  from  lease  or  other  incum¬ 
brance,  except  a  small  piece  occupied  by  St.  James’  Church, 
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and  is  intended  as  a  site  for  a  distributing  reservoir  for  that 
part  of  the  city. 

3d.  Also,  so  much  of  the  Corporation  land  heretofore  ap¬ 
propriated  as  a  cemetery,  but  never  used  as  such,  the  soil  prov¬ 
ing  too  Wet  for  the  purpose,  and  which  lays  between  the  5th 
and  tith  avenues,  and  40th  and  42d  streets,  and  includes  blocks 
number  10,  17  and  18  on  the  map  of  the  Common  Lands. 
This  property  is  likewise  free  from  lease  or  other  incumbrance, 
and  is  intended  as  a  site  for  a  distributing  reservoir  for  the 
city,  laying  south  and  west  of  it.. 

For  a  more  particular  designation  of  the  several  sites,  the 
Commissioners  beg  leave  to  refer  to  the  maps  accompanying 
this  communication,  the  numbers  on  which  correspond  with 
those  above  stated. 

The  land,  belonging  to  the  Corporation,  that  will  be  required 
for  this  great  work,  is  now  in  the  use  and  occupation  of  the 
Alms  House  Department,  and  will  not  be  wanted  for  the  erec¬ 
tion  of  the  reservoirs  for  several  years ;  or,  perhaps,  not  before 
the  Alms  House  shall  be  removed  to  some  other  location  than 
the  present.  It  is  nevertheless  very  important  that  the  land 
required  for  these  reservoirs  should  be  placed  in  a  condition 
that  will  prevent  it  from  being  appropriated  to  other  purposes; 
and  in  order  to  effect  this  object,  the  Commissioners  respect¬ 
fully  request  that  the  Common  Council  will  pass  an  ordinance, 
reserving  so  much  of  the  land,  the  fee  of  which  is  in  the  Mayor, 
Aldermen  and  Commonalty  of  the  City  of  New  York,  as  is 
included  in  the  above  named  limits,  and  designated  on  the  ac¬ 
companying  maps;  and  also  granting  to  the  Water  Commis¬ 
sioners,  authority  to  erect  on  the  said  sites  the  necessary  re¬ 
servoirs,  whenever  the  work  shall  have  so  far  progressed  as 
to  require  their  use  and  occupation. 

All  which  is  respectfully  submitted.  By  order  of  the  Board, 
STEPHEN  ALLEN,  Chairman. 


Office  of  the  Water  Commissioners, 
September  4,  1835. 
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BOARD  OF  ALDERMEN, 

JANUARY  4,  1837. 

The  Finance  Committee,  to  whom  was  referred  the  Annual  Re¬ 
port  from  the  Comptroller,  with  the  Annual  Appropriation 
Bill  for  1837,  with  an  Ordinance  for  the  same,  presented, 
the  following  Report  in  favor  thereof,  which  was  adopted 
and  directed  to  he  sent  to  the  Board  of.  Assistants  for  con¬ 
currence. 

THOMAS  BOLTON,  Clerk. 


Comptroller’s  Office, 

December  29,  1836. 

To  the  Common  Council  of  the  City  of  New  York : 

The  undersigned  respectfully  reports  the  Annual  Appropri¬ 
ation  Bill  for  the  year  1837  : 

And,  as  in  duty  hound,  asks  the  Common  Council  to  pass  the 
same. 

With  great  respect, 

D.  D.  WILLIAMSON, 
Comptroller. 
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A  LAW 


Making  Appropriations  for  the  year  1837. 


Be  it  ordained  by  the  Common  Council  of  the  City  of  New 
York,  that  to  defray  the  expenses  of  the  City  and  County  of 
New  York,  for  the  year  one  thousand  eight  hundred  and  thirty- 
seven,  the  following  sums  be,  and  the  same  are  hereby  appro¬ 
priated  for  payment,  under  the  heads  of  accounts,  herein  re¬ 
spectively  named: 


Alms  House,  Bridewell  and  Penitentiary, 
Bonds  payable,  . 

Board  of  Health, 

County  contingencies, 

Commutation  of  Alien  passengers, 

Courts,  .... 

Coroner’s  fees  and  expenses, 

Charities . 

Cleaning  streets, 

Charges  on  arrears  of  taxes  and 
Docks  and  slips, 

Elections,  .... 

Fire  Department, 

House  of  Refuge, 

Intestate  estates, 


.  $200,000 
250,000 
14,000 
50,000 
100 
38,000 
5,000 
5,000 
130,000 

1.500 
280,000 

7.500 
61,000 

4,000 

1,250 


Carried  forward,  .  ,  $1,047,350 
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Brought  forward, 

Interest,  . 

Justices’  Courts, 

Lands  and  places, 

Lamps  and  gas, 

Liens  on  lots,  . 

Levying  tax,  . 

Markets,  . 

Mayoralty  fees, 

Public  reservoir, 

Public  schools,  . 

Police, 

Penalties,  . 

Printing  and  stationary, 

Roads  and  avenues,  working,  &c. 
Repairs  and  supplies, 

Salaries,  . 


Streets  opening,  &c.  . 
Street  expenses, 

Tavern  and  excise  licences 
Water  pipes,  . 

Watch,  . 

Wells  and  pumps, 
Cleaning  docks  and  slips, 


.  $1,047,350 
70,000 
15,000 
36,000 
.  148,000 

5,000 

p  12,000 

80,000 
100 
8,000 

88.500 
30,000 

2,000 
16,000 
60,000 
20,000 
60,000 
•  1,000,000 
50,000 
.  1,500 

50,000 
260,000 

7.500 
15,000 


83,081,950 
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The  Committee  on  Finance,  to  whom  was  referred  the  an¬ 
nexed  Report  from  the  Comptroller,  with  the  Annual  Appro¬ 
priation  Bill  for  1837,  respectfully 

li  E  P  O  R  T : 

That  they  have  carefully  examined  the  same,  and  heard  the 
explanations  of  the  Comptroller  ;  the  appropriation  for  docks 
and  slips  seems  large,  but  two  thirds  of  this  amount  is  paid 
into  the  treasury  by  assessment ;  the  appropriation  for  streets 
opening  is  one  million  of  dollars,  of  which  not  more  than  forty 
thousand  will  be  taken  from  the  treasury,  the  balance  will  be 
paid  in  by  the  assessments  for  making  the  improvements. 
This  is  also  the  case  with  wells  and  pumps;  there  is  also 
considerable  amounts  received  from  Superintendent  of  the 
Aim  House  and  Superintendent  of  Streets,  but  still  the  appro¬ 
priation  must  be  made  for  all  that  is  to  be  expended  by  these, 
as  well  as  other  departments.  Y our  Committee  therefore  offer 
the  following  resolution : 

Resolved,  That  the  Law  entitled  “  A  Law  making  Appro¬ 
priations  for  the  year  1837”  be  passed. 

Respectfully  submitted, 

D.  P  INGRAHAM,  )  Committee 
D.  BANKS,  £  on 

EDWARD  TAYLOR,  )  Finance, 


DOCUMENT  NO,  86. 


board  of  ALDERMEN, 

DECEMBER  28, 1836. 

-OTO  Li  if  ■  ,  K  '  1  u  “an  nosoqoxq  SIU  to  ©ml  ©ril  i 

S(m«  Cmmim,aimne  to  mdomng  Artttreet. 
THOMAS  BOLTON,  Clerk. 


The  Street  Committee,  to  whom  was  referred  the  annexed 
papm,  relative  the  subject  of  widening  Ar(  ^  ££ 


REPORT: 

thiJlteT  Pe,i'i0"  ““  ,hree  ~*rancea  on 

J  •  That  the  petitioners  represent  that  they  are  the 

::::rAwon  andDresidents  ^  the  neighborhood  0f  An 

tieet,  Lafayette  place,  Broadway,  and  the  Bowery,  and  that 
the  j  are  desirous  that  Art  street  shall  be  widened7 forty  feet 

°n!t!e  f°°therly  Slde>  so  that  the  same  shall  be  eighty  feet  in 
moted  !££  ‘hat  impr0Vemen,S  “  tho  *r  ■»  F»- 


556 


Doc.  No.  86.] 

The  remonstrants  aver,  that  they  are  convinced  that  public 
convenience  and  improvements  of  the  city  will  not  be  promot¬ 
ed  by  the  widening  of  Art  street,  between  Broadway  and  the 
Bowery  ;  that  said  widening  would  subject  those  in  ere 
heavy  assessments,  for  which  they  could  receive  no i  corres¬ 
ponding  benefits  ;  that  the  greater  part  of  the  tend  that  woul 
be  required  for  the  purpose, consists  in  lots  having  their .froott 
on  Broadway,  Lafayette  place  and  the  Bowery,  which  must 
be  exceedingly  valuable;  that  they  consider  it  an  unnecessary 
waste  of  property  to  increase  the  width  of  a  street  already 
sufficiently  wide  for  all  useful  purposes;  that  the  petitioner 
Z  ^  property  directly  affected  * 

on  the  line  of  the  proposed  improvement ;  that  their  int 
lies  in  a  section  east  of  the  Bowery,  and  that  they  would  pro¬ 
bably  be  assessed  little  or  nothing. 

Upon  an  inspection  of  a  map  of  this  section  of  the  city  the 
Committee  find  that  Art  street  is  but  one  hundred  and th  y- 
three  feet  from  8th  street,  on  Broadway,  and  but  fifty-one  feet 
"es  on  Lafayette  place,  where  the  two  streets umte  m 
oth  street  is  sixty  feet  wide,  and  that  Lafayette 

f  nninion  that  the  public  convenience  does  not  require 
In  "betde»ed,P.nd  that  if  .he  owners  of  property 
on  the  street  do  not  wish  it,  that  ilooght  not  to  be  done.  The 
Committee  offer  the  following  resolution : 

ReM,  That  it  is  inexpedient  to  gntnt  the  prayer  of  the 
petitioners. 

EDWARD  TAYLOR,  )  Street 

NEHEMIAH  WAT  ERBURY,  >  Qommittee. 

R.  R.  WARD,  > 


DOCUMENT,  NO.  87. 


board  of  aldermen. 


December  28, 1836. 

BnfTl  °{tke  P0KCe  C°mmittee>  on  the  resolution  from  the 
oard  of  Assistant  Aldermen,  to  amend  the  Law  relative  to 
Hackney  Coaches  and  Omnibuses. 

THOMAS  BOLTON,  Clerk. 


The  Police  Committee  to  whom  was  referred  the  accompa¬ 
nying  resolution  from  the  Board  of  Assistant  Aldermen  re- 
spectiully 

REPORT: 

That  upon  examination  they  find  that  the  law  now  in  force 
embraces  only  hackney  coaches  and  carriages,  and  that  it  is 
equally  necessary  that  omnibuses  or  stage  coaches  should  be 
subject  to  the  same  regulation,  they  would  therefore  recom¬ 
mend  a  concurrence  with  the  Board  of  Assistant  Aldermen. 

raasjss?"01"-  \  cmjr 

THOMAS  S.  BRADT,  )  Folic?,  $c. 
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A  LAW 


To  amend  the  Law  to  regulate  hackney  coaches  and  carriages, 
and  stage  coaches. 

The  Mayor,  Aldermen  and  Commonalty  of  the  City  of  New 
York,  in  Common  Council  convened,  do  ordain  as  follows : 

That  to  title  xiii.  of  Miscellaneous  Provisions  of  a  General 
Nature,  to  said  law,  the  following  section  be  added : 

§  7.  Every  stage  coach  or  carriage,  when  driven  or  used 
in  the  night,  shall  have  fixed  upon  some  conspicuous  part  of 
the  outside  thereof,  two  lighted  lamps  with  plain  glass  fronts 
and  sides,  and  having  the  number  of  the  license  of  the  owner 
of  such  stage  coach  or  carriage,  in  plain  legible  figures  of  at 
least  two  inches  in  length,  and  no  other  figure  or  device,  paint¬ 
ed  with  black  paint,  upon  each  of  the  said  lamps,  in  such 
manner  that  the  same  may  be  distinctly  seen  and  known  when 
the  said  stage  coach  or  carriage  may  be  standing  or  driving. 

Adopted  by  the  Board  of  Assistants,  December  12, 1836. 

Adopted  by  the  Board  of  Aldermen,  Dec.  28, 1836. 

Approved  by  the  Mayor,  Janury  3, 1837. 


REPORT 


OF  TUB 


JOINT  SELECT  COMMITTEE 


ON  THE  SUBJECT 


OF  THE 


REORGANIZATION  OF  THE  POLICE 
DEPARTMENT. 


BOOUaiSMT,  3W0.  88, 


PRINTED  BY  ORDER 


THE  COMMON  COUNCIL. 


BOARD  OF  ALDERMEN. 


JANUARY  16,  1837. 


The  Joint  Select  Committee,  to  whom  was  referred  the  subject 
of  the  reorganization  of  the  Police  Department,  together 
with  the  annexed  communications  relative  thereto,  presented 
the.  following  report  thereon,  and  the  annexed  Law  ;  which 
was  laid  on  the  table,  and  directed  to  be  printed  for  the  use 
,of  the  members. 

THOMAS  BOLTON,  Clerk. 


Mayor’s  Office, 

New  York,  September  12,  1836. 

Gentlemen  of  the  Common  Council: 

I  transmit  to  you  a  communication  from  Mr.  Justice 
Lownds  on  the  reorganization  of  the  Police  Department.  In 
my  annual  message  I  especially  recommended  the  giving 
greater  strength  to  the  civil  force  of  our  city ;  and  although  [ 
am  aware  that  the  maintainance  of  an  efficient  preventive  Po¬ 
lice  will  be  expensive,  I  believe  our  fellow  citizens  will  wil- 
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lingly  pay  any  increased  expense  that  may  be  necessary  to 
maintain  peace  and  order. 

I  think  most  of  Mr.  Lownds’  suggestions  are  deserving 
of  favorable  consideration,  and  I  am  persuaded  that  the  Com¬ 
mon  Council  cannot  devote  their  attention  to  a  more  important 
subject  than  that  of  organizing  a  strong  and  efficient  Police. 

C.  W.  LAWRENCE. 


The  Select  Committee,  to  whom  was  referred  the  annexed 
communication  from  his  Honor  the  Mayor,  enclosing  a  plan 
from  Justice  Lownds  for  the  reorganization  of  the  Police 
Department,  respectfully 

REPOll  T: 

That  in  oonsequence  of  the  great  importance  of  this  subject, 
as  well  as  the  material  alterations  proposed  in  the  present 
system,  and  the  great  increase  which  it  would  produce  in 
the  city  expenditures,  the  Committee  have  occupied  more  time 
than  would  otherwise,  perhaps,  have  been  necessary  in  the 
examination  of  the  papers  referred  to  them ;  and  they  now 
submit  the  following  as  the  result  of  their  deliberations. 

The  City  of  New  York,  from  its  foundation  to  the  present 
time,  appears  to  have  been  protected  by  no  other  preventive 
Police  than  the  Watch  Department.  The  principal  object  of 
the  Criminal  Courts  and  Officers  of  the  Police  Department  has 
been  the  detection  of  crime  when  committed,  and  the  arrest 
and  punishment  of  offenders  when  discovered. 

This  system  has  been  found  sufficient  for  the  safety  and  pro¬ 
tection  of  the  inhabitants  until  within  a  very  short  period  ; 
but  the  rapid  increase  of  our  population,  and  the  correspond- 
pg  increase  of  crime  within  a  few  years  past,  has  rendered  it 
necessary  that  other  measures  should  now  be  adopted,  to  pre-* 
vent,  as  far  as  may  be,  the  commission  of  crime,  as  well  as  to 
secure  its  detection  and  punishment. 
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In  order  rightly  to  understand  what  measures  are  neces¬ 
sary  to  insure  thi  s  end,  it  will  be  proper,  first,  to  inquire  whe¬ 
ther  there  has  been  any,  and,  if  so,  what  increase  of  crime  in 
comparison  with  the  increase  of  population.  This  can  only 
be  ascertained  from  the  records  of  the  Criminal  Courts,  and  your 
Committee  have  obtained  a  statement  hereto  annexed,  marked 
A,  containing  a  detailed  account  of  the  complaints  made,  in¬ 
dictments  found,  and  convictions  which  have  taken  place  at 
different  periods  since  1814. 

From  this  statement  it  will  be  seen  that  the  increase  of 
crime  has  kept  full  pace  with  the  increase  of  our  population. 

By  the  annexed  table  of  the  population  of  this  city  at  dif¬ 
ferent  periods,  marked  B,  it  will  appear,  that  in  1815  the  po¬ 
pulation  of  the  city  was  100,619;  in  1825 — 166,086,  and  in 
1835 — 270, 089, being  an  average  increase  of  about  63  per  cent, 
every  ten  years. 

On  referring  to  paper  marked  A,  it  will  appear  that  in  1814 
the  total  number  of  complaints  made  before  the  Police  was 
1095,  which  in  1824  had  increased  100  per  cent,  to  2061,  and 
which  again  in  1834  had  more  than  doubled,  amounting  to 
4892,  and  showing,  that  while  during  every  terr  years  the  po¬ 
pulation  of  the  city  increased  by  the  addition  of  63  per  cent., 
the  number  of  complaints  taken  before  the  Police  during  the 
same  period  were  more  than  doubled  during  every  correspond¬ 
ing  ten  years. 

From  these  facts  it  must  be  apparent  that  crime  has  in¬ 
creased  at  a  ratio  greater  than  the  increase  of  population  dur¬ 
ing  the  same  period,  and  it  must  be  expected  that  the  causes 
of,  and  inducements  to  crime  in  a  city  like  New  York,  must, 
under  the  present  state  of  society  continue  to  increase. 

The  growth  of  this  city  has  been  at  a  rate  almost  unexampled 
in  the  history  of  cities,  by  adding  to  its  own  population  large 
numbers  from  the  other  States  of  the  U nion,  as  well  as  from 
all  parts  of  Europe.  With  a  commerce  that  has  no  limit  short 
of  the  globe,  and  an  intercourse  with  almost  every  nation  of 
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the  earth :  with  a  population  thus  rapidly  increasing,  and  a 
Police  the  same  as  it  was  upwards  of  twenty  years  since,  it  is 
but  reasonable  to  conclude  that  here  crime  will  seek  for  means 
of  support,  as  well  as  for  a  place  of  concealment,  and  the  muni¬ 
cipal  authorities  of  this  city  are  bound  to  exert  all  the  means 
afforded  them  to  establish  and  continue  such  a  system  of  Po¬ 
lice  as  will  be  sufficient  to  protect  the  citizens  in  their  persons 
and  their  property. 

While  such  a  Course,  however,  is  necessary,  in  reference  to 
the  Police,  yet  there  are  some  other  matters  requiring  reform, 
Which  are  indirectly  connected  with  this  subject ;  and  before 
Stating  the  alterations  which  the  Committee  intend  to  propose 
in  the  Police  Department,  they  beg  leave  to  refer  to  them  as 
tending  materially  to  foster  and  encourage  crime. 

Your  Committee  would  particularly  notice,  many  of  the 
houses  fur  the  sale  of  spirituous  liquors,  and  the  gambling 
houses  which  are  to  be  found  in  all  parts  of  the  city,  and  which 
are,  in  the  opinion  of  the  Committee,  productive  of  very  inju¬ 
rious  effects  on  the  morals  of  the  community. 

The  number  of  licenses  granted  by  the  public  authorities  in 
this  city  during  the  past  year,  was  2937,  or  about  one  for  every 
fOO  persons  of  our  population.  This  is  believed  to  be  a 
greater  number  of  licenses,  in  proportion  to  the  population, 
than  any  other  place  where  the  license  system  is  adopted.  In 
Liverpool  (a  city  which  has  nearly  the  same  population  as 
New  York)  the  number  of  licenses  is  about  1200,  or  one  for 
about  every  210  of  the  inhabitants ;  less  than  one  half  the  num¬ 
ber  granted  in  this  city  ;  and  a  similar  result  will,  on  exami¬ 
nation,  be  found  to  be  the  case  in  reference  to  other  cities. 

But  the  extent  of  these  licensed  houses  will  be  more  appa¬ 
rent  when  it  is  remembered  that  more  than  one-half  of  our 
population  is  under  the  age  of  fifteen  years,  so  that  the  public 
authorities  of  this  city  annually  license  a  place  for  the  sale  of 
spirituous  liquors,  for  every  fifty  of  the  inhabitants  of  this  city 
over  the  age  of  fifteen  years. 

These  estimates  might  be  with  advantage  carried  further  to 
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show  the  extent  of  this  evil,  but  the  Committee  think  enough 
has  been  said  to  prove  that  it  is  intimately  connected  with  the 
morals  of  this  city,  and  to  make  it  worthy  of  the  future  consi¬ 
deration  of  the  public  authorities. 

The  annexed  table,  marked  C,  will  show  the  number  of  li¬ 
censes  annually  issued  in  this  city  for  the  sale  of  spirituous 
liquors,  from  the  year  1821  to  the  present  time,  and  the  state¬ 
ment  marked  D,  the  amount  annually  received  by  the  public 
authorities  from  these  licenses. 

To  the  mode  in  which  these  licenses  are  now  granted,  your 
Committee  would  also  particularly  refer,  as  liable  to  many  ob¬ 
jections,  viz.,  by  the  immediate  representatives  of  the  ward. 
And  if  it  is  thought  expedient  to  continue  the  present  system 
of  granting  licenses  for  this  purpose,  they  would  urge  upon 
the  Common  Council  the  propriety  of  placing  it  in  other 
hands,  either  by  the  appointment  of  a  Board  of  Commissioners, 
or  in  some  other  appropriate" body.  The  Committee  do  not 
recommend  any  particular  course,  as  the  subject  has  not  been 
particularly  referred  to  them,  but  they  commend  it  to  the  Com¬ 
mon  Council  as  worthy  of  their  most  serious  consideration. 

The  great  number  of  gambling  houses,  which  are  places  of 
public  resort  in  this  city,  and  which,  under  the  present  laws,  the 
public  authorities  are  not  able  to  suppress,  also  tend  materially 
to  induce  the  commission  of  crime  in  this  city.  No  good  citizen 
can  for  a  moment  hesitate  as  to  the  importance  of  adopting  all 
necessary  legal  measures  for  the  more  effectual  suppression  of 
these  resorts  of  vice  and  crime.  It  is  in  the  drinking  and  gam¬ 
ing  houses  that  crime  is  conceived,  nourished  and  matured  ; 
and  it  is  in  these  places  that  many  of  the  youth  of  this  city 
are  first  led  from  the  paths  of  virtue  and  prepared  for  a  course 
that  must  lead  to  ruin.  Your  Committee,  believing  that  the 
existence  of  these  establishments  to  so  great  an  extent  in  this  city, 
presents  great  obstacles  to  the  prevention  of  crime  therein,  re¬ 
commend  that  more  efficient  measures  should  be  adopted  for 
the  suppression  of  establishments  of  this  description. 

The  laws,  as  at  present  in  force,  do  not  authorize  the  magis- 
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trates  to  examine  premises  against  which  complaints  of  this 
character  are  made,  and  the  keepers  of  public  gambling  houses 
are  thus  enabled,  in  most  cases,  to  escape  conviction. 

Yoiir  Committee  have  prepared  a  law,  which  they  herewith 
submit,  restoring  the  principles  of  the  common  law  relative  to 
gambling  houses,  and  other  disorderly  houses,  and  granting  to 
the  magistrates,  in  cases  where  sufficient  proof  is  made  before 
them  under  oath  to  w’arrant  it,  the  power  of  issuing  a  search 
warrant. 

They  have  also  added  to  the  law  some  other  provisions  ne¬ 
cessary  to  the  efficient  execution  of  the  laws  on  this  subject* 
and  also  relative  to  the  sale  of  obscene  prints,  &c.  which  have 
been  approved  of  by  His  Honor  the  Recorder  as  proper  and 
necessary,  and  for  the  passage  of  which  your  Committee  re¬ 
commend  an  application  to  the  Legislature. 

No  material  alteration  has  been  made  in  the  Police  of  out 
city  for  the  last  twenty-five  years,  and  the  increase  during 
that  time  has  been  small,  and  has  not  added  to  its  efficiency. 

In  and  previous  to  the  year  1816,  the  officers  of  the  Police* 
exclusive  of  the  Watch,  consisted  of  the  Mayor,  three  Special 
Justices,  twenty  Constables,  sixty  Marshals,  making  in  all 
eighty -four  persons,  while  the  population  of  the  city  at  that  time 
was  about  100,61 9.  At  the  present  time,  the  officers  of  the 
Police  are  the  Mayor,  five  Special  Justices,  thirty-two  Con¬ 
stables  and  one  hundred  Marshals,  making  in  all  one  hundred 
and  thirty-six  persons,  while  the  population  of  the  city  is  nearly 
300,000. 

The  Aldermen,  Judges  of  the  Courts  and  Assistant  Jus¬ 
tices,  are  also  Justices  of  the  Peace,  but  from  their  other  du¬ 
ties,  are  seldom  at  liberty  to  pay  attention  to  the  exerpise  of 
these  powers,  and  are  not,  except  in  cases  of  necessity,  called 
on  for  this  purpose. 

The  only  addition  therefore  which,  has  been  made  to  the  Po¬ 
lice  Department  of  this  city,  excepting  in  the  Watch,  during 
the  last  twenty-five  years,  has  been  two  Special  Justices  and 
fifty  two  Marshals,  while  the  population  of  the  city,  during 
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the  same  period,  has  been  trebled,  and  the  amount  of  crime 
more  than  proportionably  increased.  This  increase  has  not 
been  such  as  was  warranted  and  required  by  the  ordinary 
growth  of  the  city,  independent  of  its  increase  from  other 
sources. 

It  must  also  be  remembered,  that  of  the  lifty-two  Marshals 
who  have  been  added  to  this  Department,  very  few,  if  any, 
have  been  so  added  forthe  purposes  of  the  Police ;  thirty  of 
them  are  assigned  to  attend  to  the  civil  business  in  the  Justices 
Courts,  and  others  are  almost  constantly  employed  in  the 
higher  Courts,  who  are  seldom,  if  ever,  resorted  to  in  preserv¬ 
ing  the  peace  or  in  preventing  crime. 

The  whole  of  this  Department,  as  at  present  constituted, 
with  the  exception  of  the  Watch,  appears  to  be  chiefly  intend¬ 
ed  for  the  detection  and  punishment  of  offenders,  leaving  the 
Justices  of  the  Police  unprovided  with  any  means  to  use  for 
the  prevention  of  crime ;  a  measure  more  important  to  society 
than  the  detection  and  punishment  of  the  criminal.  This 
should  be  the  first  and  great  object  of  the  Police  Department ; 
and  when  the  proper  measures  are  resorted  to  for  this  pur¬ 
pose,  the  amount  of  crime  will  be  materially  lessened,  and  the 
knowledge  necessary  for  its  detection  when  committed,  will 
be  more  fully  possessed. 

It  could  not  be  expected  from  the  Constables  and  Marshals 
now  attached  to  the  Police  Offices,  that  they  should  devote 
their  time  and  labor  to  the  prevention  of  crime,  when  it  is  re¬ 
membered  that  they  receive  no  pay  from  the  public  authori¬ 
ties  for  their  services,  except  the  fees  for  the  arrest  of  offend¬ 
ers,  and  that  their  support  is  entirely  dependent  upon  such  fees, 
and  the  rewards  they  may  receive  from  owners  for  the  discov¬ 
ery  of  stolen  property,  and  the  arrest  of  the  thieves.  This 
should  not  be  the  case  in  a  well  regulated  system  of  police,  and 
there  should  be  connected  with  the  Police  Department  a  class 
of  men  as  much  interested  to  prevent  crime  as  the  other  is  to 
detect  it. 

Under  this  defect  the  New  York  Police  has  always  suffered, 
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and  instead  of  meriting  blame  for  their  inefficiency  in  times 
past,  your  Committee  think  that  those  who  are  attached  to  it 
are  entitled  to  the  approbation  of  the  community  for  their  exer¬ 
tions  and  promptness  at  all  times,  when  called  upon  to  prevent 
the  commission  of  crime  and  for  the  arrest  ef  offenders. 

The  power  to  appoint  Marshals  was  originally  conferred 
upon  the  Mayor  by  charter,  without  limitation,  viz. :  “  to  ap¬ 
point  one  or  more  Marshals,  and  to  add  to  or  diminish  the 
number  when,  and  as  often  as  the  Mayor  of  the  said  city  for 
the  time  being,  shall  think  fit.”  See  City  Charter,  Kent’s  edi¬ 
tion,  p.  66.  This  power  was  amply  sufficient,  and  for  what  rea¬ 
son  the  Common  Council  asked  of  the  Legislature  a  limitation 
of  this  power,  your  Committee  cannot  discover ;  but  in  the  year 
1813  the  number  of  Marshals  to  be  appointed  in  this  city  was 
limited  to  sixty.  See  act  passed  8th  April,  1813,  ch.  86,  §  44. 
And  in  1832,  ch.  58,  the  number  was  increased  to  one  hundred. 

Thus  was  an  unlimited  power,  wisely  conferred  on  the  Mayor 
for  the  purpose  of  enabling  him  to  preserve  the  peace,  un¬ 
necessarily  limited  and  restricted  ;  and  an  application  has  now 
become  necessary  for  a  repeal  of  this  restriction  ;  adding  an¬ 
other  to  the  many  proofs  of  the  inexpediency  of  thus  forfeit¬ 
ing  the  powers  conferred  in  the  charter,  by  needless  applica¬ 
tions  to  the  Legislature  for  powers  already  possessed. 

In  order  to  provide  a  class  of  men,  to  be  attached  to  the  Po¬ 
lice  Department,  whose  special  duty  as  well  as  interest  it 
should  be  to  attend  to  the  prevention  of  crime,  as  has  been  be¬ 
fore  suggested,  your  Committee  recommend  the  application  to 
the  Legislature  for  authority  to  appoint  as  many  Special  Con¬ 
stables  as  may  from  time  to  time  be  necessary.  This,  in  fact, 
would  be  merely  to  remove  the  limitation  now  existing  of  one 
hundred.  It  is  proposed  to  invest  these  officers  with  all  the 
ppyyers  now  possessed  by  a  Marshal  or  Constable,  in  the  ar¬ 
rest  of  offenders  and  service  of  process  in  criminal  proceed¬ 
ings,  and  to  place  them  under  the  control  of  the  Police  Courts, 
to  which  they  shall  be  assigned,  and  of  the  Mayor. 

Jt  is  proposed  ajso,  to  assign  to  each  of  the  Police  Courts 
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Such  number  of  Special  Constables  as  may  be,  from  to  time, 
needed  by  them  during  the  day,  for  preventive  service,  and 
also,  whenever  they  are  especially  required,  at  night,  for  any 
particular  duty. 

The  Police  will  with  the  aid  of  this  force,  be  enabled  to 
prevent  in  most  cases,  riots,  breaches  of  the  peace,  or  com¬ 
mission  of  other  crimes,  of  which  they  may  have  notice,  by 
having  at  all  times  at  their  disposal,  a  number  of  officers  spe¬ 
cially  provided  for  this  purpose,  paid  by  the  public,  who  may 
previously  be  stationed  where  their  services  may  be  required, 
and.  who  may,  when  necessary,  be  used  as  patrols  in  differ¬ 
ent  parts  of  the  city. 

The  number  that  will  be  required  of  these  officers  at  the 
present  time,  your  Committee  think  will  be  small,  and  if  found 
to  answer  the  purposes  contemplated,  can  be  increased,  from 
time  to  time,  as  the  Common  Council  shall  direct. 

In  order  to  carry  out  the  views  of  the  Committee  as  to 
these  officers,  it  will  be  necessary  to  give  them  an  annual  sa¬ 
lary,  as  a  compensation  for  their  services;  the  amount  of 
which  can  be  fixed  hereafter,  when  the  necessary  measures 
shall  have  been  adopted  for  their  appointment. 

The  possession  of  the  power  of  appointing  these  officers  at 
pleasure,  would  enable  the  Mayor  at  any  time,  in  ease  of  riot  or 
any  sudden  emergency  requiring  their  services,  to  increase 
the  Police  force  by  the  appointment  of  individuals  for  the  occa¬ 
sion,  and  by  thus  strengthening  the  civil  power,  render  a  resort 
to  the  military  frequently  unnecessary. 

The  creation  of  these  officers  is  one  of  the  measures  pro- 
prosed  by  Justice  Lownds,  in  his  communication,  referred  to 
the  Committee. 

The  other  principal  measures  proposed  by  Justice  Lownds, 
in  his  communication,  are : 

The  appointment  of  a  Chief  Justice  of  Police,  to  have  a 
general  supervision  of  the  department,  and  of  the  patrols,  and 
the  establishment  of  patrols  by  day  and  by  night,  in  different 
parts  of  the  city,  as  from  time  to  time,  shall  be  needed. 
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He  also  proposes  some  minor  arrangements  necessary  to 
carry  into  effect  these  changes. 

Your  Committee  do  not  deem  it  advisable  to  adopt,  the 
changes  proposed  by  Mr.  Lownds,  except  with  considerable 
modifications. 

The  appointment  of  a  Chief  Justice  of  Police  is  considered 
by  your  Committee  as  having  objections  which  cannot  be 
made  against  the  appointment  of  a  head  to  the  Watch  De¬ 
partment,  who  would  be  both  an  efficient  and  responsible  offi¬ 
cer  ;  and  would  perform  many  of  the  duties  suggested  by  Mr. 
Lownds. 

The  general  introduction  of  a  system  of  patrols,  at  the 
present  time,  for  day  and  night,  would  be  attended  with  a 
very  great  and  unnecessary  increase  of  the  public  expendi- 
tures,  in  this  branch  of  the  city  government. 

In  an  interview  with  Mr.  Lownds,  the  Committee  were  in¬ 
formed  that  he  did  not  contemplate  extending  the  system  of 
patrols  except  to  certain  portions  of  the  city,  at  the  present 
time  ;  leaving  it  to  be  increased  hereafter,  as  might  be  found 
advisable.  Your  Committee  believe  that  the  measures  which 
they  have  recommended,  as  to  Special  Constables,  will  an¬ 
swer  all  the  purposes  of  a  day  patrol,  and  be  at  a  much  less 
expense.  Though  it  may  become  necessary,  at  some  future 
period,  to  adopt  a  system  of  Police  similar  to  that  of  London 
or  Liverpool ;  yet  they  believe  the  present  system,  with  some 
alterations,  may  be  made  amply  sufficient  for  this  city,  for 
many  years  to  come-  The  nature  of  our  institutions  are  such 
that  more  reliance  may  be  placed  upon  the  people  for  aid,  in 
case  of  any  emergency,  than  in  despotic  governments ;  and 
the  only  case  in  which  a  strong  day  patrol  would  be  required 
in  this  city,  is  for  the  suppression  of  riot,  which  your  Commit¬ 
tee  think  will  be  amply  provided  for  by  the  measures  they  pro¬ 
pose  in  this  report. 

The  Watch  Department,  as  at  present  organized,  is  not,  in 
the  opinion  of  the  Committee,  as  efficient  as  it  may  be  render- 
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ed  with  some  modifications  in  the  government  of  the  depart¬ 
ment. 

This  branch  of  the  Police  has  been  gradually  increasing 
with  the  growth  of  the  city,  but  not  to  an  extent'sufficient  to 
supply  its  wants.  The  area  or  space  occupied  by  the  popu¬ 
lation  of  this  city,  has  been  enlarged  to  a  much  greater  extent 
than  the  corresponding  increase  of  inhabitants,  by  the  occu¬ 
pancy  of  the  portion  of  the  island  south  of  26th  street,  to 
which  street  the  W atch  District  is  now  extended  ;  and  it  con¬ 
sequently  requires  more  than  a  proportionate  number  to  guard 
it.  The  present  number  of  the  City  Watch  is  836.  Of  these 
one  half  are  on  duty  every  night. 

The  annexed  statement,  marked  E,  will  show  the  number 
employed  on  the  City  Watch,  from  1820  to  the  present  time, 
and  the  expense  annually  to  the  city  for  that  branch  of  the  Po¬ 
lice  Department.  Of  the  number  now  employed  as  Watch¬ 
men,  some  are  incapable  of  performing  very  active  duty,  from 
old  age  or  other  causes,  and  a  more  energetic  and  strict  go- 
vernment  of  this  branch  of  the  Police  is  required,  to  render  it 
most  effectual  in  attaining  the  ends  for  which  it  is  established. 

The  want  of  a  head,  other  than  the  Mayor  of  the  City,  to 
superintend,  control  and  direct  the  department,  and  the  entire 
separation  of  the  officers  attached  to  it,  from  the  Police  Offi¬ 
cers,  lessen  very  much  its  efficiency.  The  present  mode  of 
appointing  Watchmen,  is  not  such,  in  the  opinion  of  the  Com- 
mittee,  as  is  best  calculated  to  secure  the  selection  at  all  times 
of  the  most  suitable  persons  for  that  station. 

These  duties  should  rest  upon  some  officer,  who  would  be 
responsible  for  the  selection  of  proper  men  for  these  stations, 
and  whose  duty  it  should  be  to  make  himself  thoroughly  ac¬ 
quainted  with  the  character,  habits  and  qualifications  of  any 
applicant  before  he  is  appointed. 

Your  Committee  propose  the  creation  of  the  office  of  «  In- 
tendant  of  the  Watch,”  to  be  the  chief  officer  of  that  depart¬ 
ment,  under  the  general  direction  of  the  Mayor  the  City. 
They  propose  to  confide  to  this  officer  the  superintendence  of 
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the  whole  department,  and  the  appointment  of  the  Watchmen, 
as  may  be  from  time  to  time  needed,  after  due  examination. 
It  should  also  be  his  duty  to  visit  all  the  Watch  Houses, 
throughout  the  city,  to  receive  daily  reports  from  the  Captains 
of  the  Watch,  to  receive  complaints  against  any  Watchman, 
to  report  such  complaints  to  the  Mayor,  and  to  make  quarter¬ 
ly  reports,  and  oftener  if  required,  to  the  Common  Council  of 
the  state  of  the  department. 

It  is  also  recommended  that  the  same  power  which  is  now 
confided  to  the  Mayor,  of  receiving  complaints  and  of  punish¬ 
ing  for  neglect  or  misconduct,  either  by  suspension  or  dismis¬ 
sal,  should  be  still  continued  ;  as  well  to  guard  the  citizens  from 
any  abuse  of  power,  on  the  part  of  the  Watch,  as  to  protect 
the  Watchman  against  any  imposition  from  his  superior  offi¬ 
cers. 

The  Committee  also  propose  that  this  officer  should  possess 
the  powers  of  a  Special  J  ustice  for  preserving  the  Peace,  and 
shall  be  required  to  attend,  with  the  other  Justices,  at  least 
once  a  week,  in  each  office,  at  the  discharge  of  the  Watch  in 
the  morning,  and  daily  to  visit  the  Police  Offices,  in  order 
that  he  may  become  acquainted  with  the  circumstances  which 
occur  there  during  the  day,  and  be  enabled  to  direct  the  Watch 
with  more  usefulness. 

If  these  duties  are  assigned  to  him,  he  should  be.  appointed 
in  the  same  manner  as  the  Special  Justices,  and  receive  the 
same  compensation. 

The  Committee  also  recommend  that  the  Captains  of  the 
Watchbe  employed  through  the  day  in  the  Police,  and  possess 
the  powers  of  Special  Constables.  They  should  be  required 
to  attend  the  Police  Office,  to  which  their  district  is  attached, 
and  be  under  the  direction  of  the  Justices  during  the  day. 

This  arrangement  would  give  to  the  Police  Offices  ten  use¬ 
ful  officers  through  the  day,  to  be  used  with  the  other  Special 
Constables  in  the  prevention  of  crime.  They  would,  from  the 
general  knowledge  acquired  in  the  Police,  during  the  day,  be 
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far  better  qualified  to  discharge  their  other  duties  as  Captains 
of  the  Watch. 

It  will  be  necessary  to  pay  the  Captains  an  annual  salary, 
instead  of  daily  pay.  This  can  be  regulated  by  the  Common 

ouncil,  after  the  passage  of  the  necessary  laws  by  the  Le¬ 
gislature,  if  the  Common  Council  shall  see  fit  to  adopt  the 
plans  proposed  by  the  Committee. 

Your  Committee,  also,  propose  that  instead  of  a  separate 
body  for  night  patrols,  the  number  of  Watch,  now  emploved 
as  Roundsmen,  be  increased,  and  that  the  mert  so  employed  be 
required  constantly  to  be  walking  through  their  districts  during 
the  time  they  are  to  be  on  duty,  so  that  some  of  these  men 
shall  be,  during  the  night,  passing  through  the  greater  part  of 
the  district. 

On  consultation  with  the  Captains  of  the  Watch,  they  ap¬ 
proved  of  this  measure,  as  calculated  to  add  much  to  the  secu¬ 
rity  of  the  city.  The  number  proposed  to  be  added,  for  this 
purpose,  is  192  men,  to  be  distributed  in  the  same  proportion 
as  the  Roundsmen  now  are,  viz : 

To  the  first  district,  forty-eight  men,  and  to  each  of  the 
other  districts  twenty-four  men. 

These  Roundsmen  should  not  wear  the  ordinary  Watch¬ 
man’s  cap,  but  should  be  provided  with  some  other  insignia 
of  office,  as  the  Mayor  shall  see  fit  to  direct. 

This  alteration  will  require  some  arrangement  on  the  part 
of  the  Captains  of  the  Watch,  relative  to  their  respective  dis¬ 
tricts,  and  will  only  require  an  ordinance  of  the  Common 
Council  to  carry  the  same  into  effect,  without  delay.  They 
submit  an  ordinance  for  that  purpose,  which  they  recommend 
for  the  adoption  of  the  Common  Council. 

With  these  alterations,  above  recommended,  your  Commit¬ 
tee  believe  the  Watch  Department  of  this  city  will  be  far 
more  efficient  than  at  present,  and  this  system,  if  found  satis¬ 
factory  can  afterwards  be,  from  time  to  time,  extended,  as  the 
wants  of  the  city  shall  require. 

The  Committee  have  annexed  an  estimate  of  the  expense 
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of  the  proposed  alteration  in  the  Police  and  Watch,  which  is 
marked  F.  While  they  believe  this  to  be  the  most  economi¬ 
cal  plan  on  which  the  department  can  be  sufficiently  enlarged, 
they  also  have  full  confidence  that  the  people  would  approve 
of  a  larger  expenditure  than  your  Committee  have  recom¬ 
mended,  to  secure  to  them  a  good  and  efficient  preventive  Po¬ 
lice  ;  and  they  are  of  opinion  that  the  plan  now  proposed,  and 
the  additional  powers  asked  for  from  the  Legislature,  will  be 
amply  sufficient  for  the  Police  of  the  City  at  the  present  time, 
and  may  be  extended  to  the  different  parts  of  the  island,  when 
required,  without  again  resorting  to  the  Legislature  for  addi¬ 
tional  powers. 

The  Committee,  in  conclusion,  recommend  the  adoption  ot 
the  following  resolution : 

Resolved,  That  the  Counsel  of  the  Corporation  prepare  a 
suitable  memorial  to  the  Legislature,  praying  for  the  passage 
of  the  law  accompanying  this  report,  entitled  “  An  Act  rela¬ 
tive  to  the  Police  of  the  City  of  New  York,”  and  also  of  the 
law  entitled  “An  Act  for  the  more  effectual  punishment  of 
crime  in  the  City  of  New  York,”  and  that  the  same  be  exe¬ 
cuted  in  the  usual  manner,  and  forwarded  to  the  Legislature 
at  its  present  session. 

The  Committee  also  recommend  the  passage  of  the  accom¬ 
panying  ordinance,  entitled  “  A  Law  in  addition  to  the  Law 
entitled  A  Law  to  regulate  the  City  Watch.” 

All  which  is  respectfully  submitted. 

D.  P.  INGRAHAM, 

EGBERT  BENSON, 

NEHEMIAH  WATERBURY, 

C.  S.  WOODHULL, 

L.  P.  JORDAN, 

GEO.  F.  TALMAN, 


Select  Com¬ 
mittee  on  the 
Police. 
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OUTLINE  OF  THE  PLAN  AS  PROPOSED  BY  THE 
COMMITTEE  FOR  THE  INCREASE  OF 
THE  WATCH  AND  POLICE. 


The  police  department  to  consist  of 

The  Mayor; 

The  Aldermen-. 

Special  Justices. 

Intendant  of  the  Watch. 

High  Constable. 

Marshals  and  Constables. 

Captains  of  the  Watch. 

Special  Constables. 

Night  Watch  and  Roundsmen. 

Clerks  of  Police  Courts. 

The  powers  of  the  Mayor,  Aldermen,  Special  Justices, 
High  Constable,  Marshals,  Constables  and  Night  Watch,  are 
not  altered  in  the  proposed  plan  of  the  Committee,  except  in 
giving  to  the  Intendant  of  the  Watch  the  power  of  appoint¬ 
ing  the  Watch,  which  by  law  now  belongs  to  the  Mayor,  and 
reserving  to  the  Mayor  the  right  of  suspending  and  removing 
them  on  complaint  made  to  him. 

of  the  watch. 

The  Intendant  of  the  Watch  is  to  have  the  entire  su¬ 
pervision  and  management  of  the  Watch  Department,  sub¬ 
ject  to  the  orders  of  the  Mayor,  and  also  to  such  rules,  regu¬ 
lations  and  ordinances  as  the  Common  Council  shall,  from 
time  to  time,  establish. 

He  shall  have  the  power  of  appointing  the  Watchmen 
3 
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throughout  the  city,  after  due  examination  and  inquiry  into  the 
habits  and  character  of  the  applicants,  the  result  of  which  in¬ 
quiries  must  be  entered  in  a  book  to  be  kept  by  him  for  that 
purpose,  at  the  time  of  appointment,  and  to  be  open  for  inspec¬ 
tion  to  any  of  the  Magistrates. 

He  shall  receive  daily  reports  from  the  Captains  of  the 
Watch,  of  the  occurrences  in  their  respective  districts  during 
the  night,  and  communicate  them  to  the  Police  Office  of  the 
district,  if  of  any  importance. 

He  may  suspend  any  Watchman  for  improper  conduct  or 
neglect  of  duty,  and  shall  report  any  Watchman  guilty  there¬ 
of  to  the  Mayor,  for  suspension  or  removal,  as  he  shall  think 
proper ;  and  in  case  of  removal,  he  shall  not  re-appoint  any 
Watchman  without  the  consent  of  the  Mayor.  He  shall 
make  quarterly  returns  to  the  Common  Council  of  the  state  of 
the  department,  and  oftener  if  required  by  them. 

He  shall  attend  personally  at  the  several  Watch  Houses 
throughout  the  city,  at  least  once  each  week,  and  examine  the 
records  kept  by  the  Captains  of  the  Watch. 

He  shall  prepare  a  set  of  rules  and  regulations  for  the  in¬ 
formation  and  government  of  the  W  atch  while  on  duty,  and 
when  the  same  has  been  approved  of  by  the  Mayor,  shall  fur¬ 
nish  each  of  the  Watchmen  with  a  printed  copy  thereof. 

He  shall  also  possess  the  powers  of  a  Special  Justice  for 
preserving  the  peace  in  the  City  of  New  York,  and  shall  at¬ 
tend  at  least  once  in  each  week  at  each  of  the  Police  Courts 
at  the  discharge  of  the  Watch,  and  at  the  Police  Courts  during 
the  day,  as  shall  hereafter  be  directed  by  the  Common  Council. 

The  Captains  and  Assistant  Captains  shall  exercise  the 
same  powers  which  they  now  possess,  subject  to  the  directions 
of  the  Intendant  of  the  Watch,  except  as  to  the  nomination  of 
the  Watchmen. 

The  Captains  may  suspend  any  W atchman  within  their 
districts,  for  improper  conduct  or  neglect  of  duty,  and  shall 
report  the  same,  as  well  as  all  complaints  against  any  Watch¬ 
man,  to  the  Intendant. 
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The  Captains  of  the  Watch  shall  deliver  to  the  presiding 
Magistrate  at  the  Police  Office,  to  which  they  are  assigned 
all  stolen  or  stray  goods  which  may  come  to  their  possession, 
and  also  all  property  taken  from  any  individuals  arrested  by 
them,  on  the  day  succeeding  that  in  which  the  same  shall  so 
come  to  their  possession. 

They  shall  keep  at  the  Watch  House  a  book  containing  en¬ 
tries  of  all  persons  committed  to  their  custody,  with  the  nature 
of  their  offence,  the  names  and  residence  of  witnesses,  dates  of 
occurrences,  &c.,  and  such  other  occurrences  as  may  be  of  im¬ 
portance  to  the  Police  Department,  and  shall  daily  furnish  a 
transcript  of  such  book  to  the  Intendant  of  the  Watch,  in  such 
form  and  at  such  times  as  he  shall  direct. 

The  Captains  of  the  Watch  shall  attend  the  Police  Office  in 
the  district  in  which  they  are  assigned  as  Special  Constables, 
during  the  day,  and  be  subject  to  the  orders  and  directions  of 
the  Special  Justices,  for  the  purposes  of  preserving  the  peace 
and  preventing  the  commission  of  crime. 

The  Captains  of  the  respective  districts  shall  divide  their 
districts  for  the  Roundsmen,  to  be  appointed  in  such  a  way  as 
that,  during  the  time  the  Roundsmen  are  on  duty,  they  may 
be  kept  constantly  patroling  through  the  district. 

The  present  number  of  Roundsmen  shall  be  increased  by  the 
addition  of  three  times  the  present  number  in  each  district,  in 
all  192  men. 

The  Roundsmen  shall  not  wear  the  usual  Watchman’s  cap, 
but  shall  be  provided  with  some  other  insignia  of  office,  to  be 
prescribed  by  the  Mayor. 

They  shall,  during  the  time  they  are  on  duty,  be  constantly 
engaged  in  passing  through  the  district  assigned  them,  com¬ 
municating  with  the  Watchmen  on  their  posts,  noticing  every 
neglect  of  duty,  and  reporting  the  same  to  the  Captain  forth¬ 
with. 

OP  THE  POLICE  OFFICES. 

The  Special  Justices,  in  addition  to  their  present  duties, 
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shall  direct  the  Special  Constables  that  may  be  assigned  to 
their  respective  Courts,  and  during  the  day  the  Captains  of  the 
Watch,  to  such  measures  as  shall  be  thought  best  for  the  pre¬ 
servation  of  the  peace  and  the  suppression  of  crime,  and  may 
direct  them  to  act  as  patrols,  during  the  day,  in  any  part  of 
their  district,  if  they  should  deem  it  necessary,  using  them,  as 
far  as  opportunity  presents,  as  a  Preventive  Police. 

The  Special  Constables  shall  attend  at  the  Police  Courts 
where  they  may  be  assigned,  and  follow  the  instructions  of  the 
Special  Justices,  and  in  their  absence  the  other  Magistrates, 

They  shall  not  be  employed  in  any  of  the  Courts  as  officers, 
except  by  order  of  the  said  Special  Justices,  on  extraordinary 
occasions. 

They  shall  not  receive  rewards  from  any  person  or  persons 
or  the  discovery  of  stolen  property,  or  for  any  services  ren¬ 
dered  by  them  in  the  performance  of  their  duties,  except  with 
the  consent  of  the  Special  Justices,  who  shall,  in  any  case 
where  the  same  is  allowed,  enter  it  in  a  book  to  be  kept  for 
that  purpose,  with  the  reasons  for  permitting  the  same. 

THE  CLERKS  OF  THE  POLICE. 

One  of  the  Clerks  at  each  of  the  Police  Courts,  shall  be  desig¬ 
nated  by  the  Common  Council,  from  time  to  time,  to  receive 
and  pay  over,  under  oath,  to  the  Comptroller  in  quarterly  pay¬ 
ments,  all  fees,  fines  and  forfeitures  that  may  be  collected  at 
each  Court. 

The  Special  Justices  shall  designate,  from  time  to  time,  in 
writing,  one  of  the  Clerks  of  each  Court,  to  take  charge  of 
all  the  stolen  or  stray  property,  which  may  come  into  the  pos¬ 
session  of  the  Magistrates  or  officers  of  such  Court.  Such 
Clerk  shall  keep,  in  a  book  to  be  provided  for  that  purpose,  an 
inventory  of  all  such  property,  the  expenses  attending  the 
sa  me,  and  the  final  disposition  thereof.  He  shall  also  receive 
the  moneys  arising  from  the  sale  of  all  unclaimed  goods,  sold 
pursuant  to  law,  and  keep  a  regular  account  thereof,  and  of 
the  expenditures  on  account  of  the  same,  if  any ;  such  book 
and  accounts  to  be  at  all  times  open  to  the  inspection  of  the 
Magistrates. 
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The  said  Clerk  shall  render,  under  oath,  to  the  Mayor,  on 
the  first  Monday  of  January  and  July  in  each  year,  an  inven¬ 
tory  of  all  such  property  as  may  have  remained  unclaimed  for 
the  preceeding  six  months,  which  property  shall  be  advertised 
and  sold  under  the  direction  of  the  Mayor. 

He  shall  within  thirty  days  after  such  sale,  render  an  account, 
under  oath,  to  the  Common  Council,  of  the  amount  of  such 
sales,  and  also  a  detailed  statement  of  all  moneys  paid  out  by 
him  on  account  of  the  said  goods,  specifying  the  name  of  each 
person  to  whom  any  part  thereof  was  paid,  the  amount  so  paid, 
and  the  cause  of  such  payment,  and  shall  pay  over  the  balance 
in  his  hands  to  the  Treasurer  of  the  City. 
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Relative  to  the  Police  of  the  City  of  New  York. 

The  People  of  the  State  of  New  York,  represented  in  Se¬ 
nate  and  Assembly,  do  enact  as  follows : 

§  1.  The  Mayor  of  the  City  of  New  York,  may  appoint  so 
many  Special  Constables  for  the  preservation  of  the  peace,  as 
the  Common  Council  of  the  said  City  shall,  from  time  to  time, 
deem  necessary,  and  shall  direct  by  an  ordinance  therefor ;  to 
hold  their  offices  during  the  pleasure  of  the  Mayor. 

§  2.  The  said  Special  Constables  shall  possess  all  the  pow¬ 
ers  in  relation  to  the  arrest  of  offenders,  and  the  preservation 
of  the  peace,  as  are  now  possessed  by  the  Constables  and 
Marshals  of  the  said  City. 

§  3.  The  Common  Council  of  the  City  of  New  York  shall 
pass  laws  regulating  the  distribution  of  the  said  Special  Con¬ 
stables,  at  the  different  Police  Offices,  in  the  said  city,  from 
time  to  time,  as  may  become  necessary. 

§  4.  The  Common  Council  of  the  City  of  New  York  shall 
appoint  an  “  Intendant  of  the  W atch,”  who  shall  have  the  ge¬ 
neral  charge  and  superintendence  of  the  Watch  Department 
of  the  said  City,  subject  to-such  ordinances  and  regulations  as 
the  Common  Council  shall,  from  time  to  time,  establish  and 
adopt. 

§  5.  The  Intendant  of  the  Watch  shall  also  possess  all  the 
powers  of  a  Special  Justice  for  preserving  the  Peace  in  the 
City  of  New  York;  shall  be  appointed  in  the  same  manner; 
shall  hold  his  office  for  the  same  term ;  and  shall  receive  a 
compensation,  to  be  fixed  by  the  said  Common  Council. 
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§  6.  The  said  Intendant  of  the  Watch  may  be  removed 
from  office,  by  the  said  Common  Council,  by  a  vote  of  two- 
thirds  of  all  the  members. 

§  7.  The  Captains  of  the  Watch,  in  the  City  of  New  York, 
shall  possess  all  the  powers  of  the  Special  Constables,  for  the 
preservation  of  the  peace  in  the  said  city,  and  be  subject  to 
the  same  regulations. 

§  8.  The  Common  Council  of  the  said  City  may,  from  time 
to  time,  establish  offices  as  branches  of  the  Police  Office  of 
the  said  City,  at  such  places  as  they  shall  deem  necessary,  and 
assign  the  Special  J  ustices  to  such  of  the  said  offices  as  shall  be 
deemed  most  for  the  public  interest ;  and  such  offices,  when  so 
established  by  an  ordinance  of  the  said  Common  Council,  shall 
for  all  legal  purposes  be  deemed  a  Police  Office  of  the  said 
City. 

§  9.  The  said  Common  Council  may  appoint  as  many  Spe¬ 
cial  J  ustices  for  preserving  the  peace  in  the  said  city,  as  they 
may  deem  necessary,  and  shall  by  ordinance  first  direct. 
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For  the  more  effectual  punishment  of  Crime  in  the  City  and 
County  of  New  York. 

The  People  of  the  State  of  New  York,  represented  in  Se¬ 
nate  and  Assembly,  do  declare  and  enact  as  follows  : 

§  1.  The  keeping  of  a  gambling  house,  a  house  of  prostitu¬ 
tion,  a  house  of  assignation,  or  any  other  disorderly  house  or 
any  public  nuisance,  in  the  City  of  New  York,  by  any  person 
or  persons  whomsoever,  shall  be,  and  is  hereby  declared  to 
be  a  misdemeanor,  and  indictable  as  such ;  and,  upon  convic¬ 
tion  thereof,  the  offender  shall  be  subject  to  a  fine  not  exceed¬ 
ing  $500,  or  to  imprisonment  not  exceeding  one  year,  or  to 
both,  in  the  discretion  of  the  court  before  whom  the  same  is 
tried. 

§  2.  On  complaint  being  made,  under  oath,  to  any  of  the 
Magistrates  in  the  City  of  New  York,  authorized  to  issue 
warrants  for  the  apprehension  of  offenders,  that  any  house  or 
premises  in  the  City  of  New  York,  is  kept  as  a  public  gambling 
house,  or  for  the  purpose  of  gambling,  within  the  intent  and 
meaning  of  this  act,  it  may  be  lawful  for  such  Magistrate,  at  his 
discretion,  to  issue  a  warrant  to  any  Constable  or  Marshal,  of 
the  said  city,  authorizing  such  Constable  or  Marshal  to  enter 
such  house  or  premises,  and  arrest  and  take  into  custody  the 
person  or  persons  keeping  such  gambling  house,  or  playing  in 
the  same,  or  aiding  and  assisting  thereat ;  and  also  to  take 
possession  of  all  the  tables,  money  or  representative  of  money, 
implements,  and  other  articles  used  for  the  purposes  of  gam¬ 
ing,  in  such  house  or  premises,  and  convey  such  person  or 
persons  before  the  Magistrate,  issuing  such  warrant,  or  any  of 
the  Special  Justices,  for  preserving  the  peace  in  the  City  of 
New  York. 
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§  3.  It  shall  be  the  duty  of  the  Magistrate  before  whom 
such  person  or  persons  may  be  brought,  to  require  a  recogni¬ 
zance,  with  sufficient  sureties,  from  the  person  or  persons  so 
keeping  such  house  or  premises,  or  aiding  and  assisting  thereat, 
to  answer  the  offence  at  the  next  Court  of  General  Sessions  of 
the  Peace  in  the  said  City ;  and  the  other  persons  so  arrested 
shall  give  security  for  their  appearance  to  testify  at  such  court 
and  in  default  of  giving  such  sureties,  the  persons  so  arrested 
shall  be  committed  to  prison. 

§  4.  The  implements  of  gaming  and  moneys  so  taken  pos¬ 
session  of,  shall  be  delivered  over,  under  oath,  by  the  officer 
seizing  the  same,  to  the  Court  of  General  Sessions,  or  the 
Court  of  Special  Sessions  for  the  said  City,  who  may  direct 
said  implements  to  be  destroyed,  and  the  moneys  paid  into  the 
City  Treasury. 

§  5.  On  complaint  being  made,  under  oath,  to  any  Magis¬ 
trate  in  the  said  city,  that  obscene  books,  paintings  or  prints, 
are  kept  for  sale  in  any  house  or  premises,  in  the  said  city,  it 
may  be  lawful  for  such  Magistrate,  in  his  discretion,  to  issue 
his  warrant  to  any  Constable  or  Marshal,  to  enter  such  house 
or  premises,  and  take  possession  of  all  such  books,  paintings  or 
prints,  and  the  plates  used  in  making  them  ;  and  such  Consta¬ 
ble  or  Marshal  shall  deliver  over  the  articles  so  taken  to  the 
Court  of  General  Sessions,  or  Court  of  Special  Sessions  for  the 
said  City,  who  may  direct  the  same  to  be  destroyed. 

§  6.  Every  person  convicted  of  having  been  concerned  in 
a  riot  in  the  City  of  New  York,  shall  be  punished  by  impri¬ 
sonment  in  the  County  Jail  or  Penitentiary,  not  exceeding  two 
years,  or  by  fine  not  exceeding  one  thousand  dollars. 

§  7.  The  Revised  Statutes  shall  be,  and  hereby  are  amend¬ 
ed  as  follows :  the  59th  section  of  title  3,  of  article  5,  of  chap¬ 
ter  1,  of  part  4,  of  Revised  Statutes,  shall  be  amended,  and 
hereby  is  amended  as  follows,  viz.  by  adding  after  the  word 
belonging,”  on  the  8th  line  of  such  section,  the  words,  “  to 
such  master  or  employer  or,”  so  as  to  read  “  belonging  t )  such 
master  or  employer,  or  to  any  other  person” 
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In  addition  to  the  Law  entitled  “  A  Law  to  regulate  the  City 
Watch.” 

§  1.  There  shall  be  added  to  the  Watch  Department,  as  it 
now  exists,  one  hundred  and  ninety-two  men,  who,  with  the 
Roundsmen  now  employed  in  the  respective  districts,  shall  be 
distinguished  by  the  name  of  Roundsmen,  and  be  distributed 
as  follows,  viz.  to  the  first  district  forty-eight  men,  to  each  of 
the  other  districts  twenty-four  men. 

§  2.  They  shall  not  wear  the  usual  Watchman’s  cap,  nor  any 
dress  to  distinguish  them  from  other  citizens,  and  shall  be  fur¬ 
nished  with  such  insignia  of  office  as  the  Mayor  shall  from  time 
to  time  direct. 

5  3.  The  Captains  of  the  Watch  shall  arrange  their  different 
districts  in  such  a  manner,  as  to  employ  the  said  Roundsmen 
continually  in  walking  through  their  districts,  during  the  whole 
time  they  are  required  to  be  on  duty,  in  such  manner  that  the 
principal  parts  of  each  district  shall  be  passed  through  by  all 
the  Roundsmen,  during  each  time  they  shall  be  on  duty. 

§  4.  It  shall  be  the  duty  of  the  said  Roundsmen  to  pass 
through  the  several  districts  to  which  they  are  assigned,  to  pre¬ 
serve  the  peace  and  prevent  the  commission  of  crime  therein, 
as  far  as  is  practicable  ;  to  observe  and  communicate  with  each 
Watchman  on  the  posts  through  which  they  may  pass,  and 
report  to  the  Captains  all  neglect  of  duty,  and  such  other  occur¬ 
rences  connected  with  the  quiet  and  safety  of  the  city,  as  may 
come  under  their  observation. 

§  5.  They  shall  receive  the  same  compensation,  and  be  sub¬ 
ject  to  the  same  regulations,  as  are  made  in  relation  to  the 
Watch  of  the  C  ity. 
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STATEMENT 

Showing  the  state  of  the  business  in  the  Criminal  Courts  of 
the  City  of  New  York,  from  1814  to  1836. 

Convictions  in  the  Criminal  Courts  from  1785  to  1795,  ten 
years,  (misdemeanors  not  enumerated.) 

Robbery  . j4 

Forgery  .  21 

Manslaughter  .  2 

Receiving  stolen  goods  .  7 

Rape  . 1 

Burglary  .  12 

Perjury  .  2 

Assault  and  Battery,  with  intent  to  rob  ....  1 

Fraud .  2 

Grand  Larceny . 52 

Bigamy  .  2 

Petit  Larceny .  85 

Total  .  201 

From  1800  to  1810,  ten  years,  (misdemeanors  not  ennume- 
rated.) 

Murder  .  2 

Arson .  2 

Poisoning .  2 

Rape  .  1 

Burglary  .  27 

Forgery  .  57 

Carried  forward .  91 
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From  1800  to  1810,  ten  years,  (misdemeanors  not  enume¬ 
rated.) 

Brought  forward  .  91 

Peijury .  8 

Fraud .  8 

Robbery . 1 

Bigamy  .  5 

Manslaughter .  6 

Grand  Larceny .  586 

Assault  and  Battery,  with  intent  to  ravish  ...  6 

Do.  do.  do.  do.  to  kill  .  4 

Attempt  to  Poison .  1 

Breaking  Prison  .  9 

Deserting  from  State  Prison  Guard .  3 

Petit  Larceny  .  828 

Total  . 1,556 

From  1820  to  1830,  ten  years,  (misdemeanors  not  enume¬ 
rated.) 

Murder .  5 

Robbery .  29 

Burglary  .  46 

Rape  .  1 

Assault  and  Battery,  with  intent  to  ravish  ...  5 

Do.  do.  do.  do.  to  kill .  5 

Forgery .  146 

Manslaughter  .  21 

Perjury .  3 

Bigamy  .  9 

Embezzling  .  2 

Breaking  Prison  .  5 

Petit  Larceny,  second  offence . 54 

Grand  Larceny .  693 

Petit  Larceny  . 2,149 

Total  . 3173 
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Convictions  for  all  offences,  in  all  the  Criminal  Courts. 

In  the  year  1802,  .  350 

(Assault  and  Battery  included  in  the  above,  107) 

Total  number  acquitted,  same  year .  78 

In  the  year  1812  .  699 

(Assault  and  Battery  included  in  the  above,  269) 

Total  number  acquitted  same  year .  238 

In  the  year  1822  .  652 

(Assault  and  Battery  included  in  the  above,  221) 

Total  number  acquitted  same  year .  226 

In  the  year  1830  .  983 

(Assault  and  Battery  included  in  the  above,  265) 

In  the  year  1831 .  997 

(Assault  and  Battery  included  in  the  above,  285) 

In  the  year  1832  .  938 

(Assault  and  Battery  included  in  the  above,  261) 

In  the  year  1833  .  1,044 

Assault  and  Battery  included  in  the  above,  425) 

In  the  year  1334  .  961 

Assault  and  Battery  included  in  the  above,  320) 

In  the  year  1835  . . .  936 

(Assault  and  Battery  included  in  the  above,  313.) 

In  the  year  1836  .  858 

Assault  and  Battery  included  in  the  above,  264.) 
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In  the  Court  of  Special  Sessions,  organized  in  February, 

1829. 

Convicted  of  Petit  Larceny  and  Assault  and 

Battery .  228 

Acquitted  of  do . 61 

Discharged  by  Proclamation,  about  ........  50 

Total  .  339 

1830. 

Convicted  of  Petit  Larceny  and  Assault  and 

Battery .  540 

Acquitted  of  do .  88 

Discharged  by  Proclamation  . .  132 

Total  . •  •  760 

1831. 

Convicted  of  Petit  Larceny  and  Assault  and 

Battery  .  517 

Acquitted  of  do .  11 7 

Discharged  by  Proclamation  .  129 

Total  .  763 

1832. 

Convicted  of  Petit  Larceny  and  Assault  and 

Battery  .  569 

Acquitted  of  do .  100 

Discharged  by  Proclamation  .  214 

Total .  883 

1833. 

Convicted  of  Petit  Larceny  and  Assault  and 

Battery  .  577 

Acquitted  of  do .  131 

Discharged  by  Proclamation .  175 

Total  .  883 
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1834. 

Convicted  of  Petit  Larceny  and  Assault  and 

Battery .  652 

Acquitted  of  ditto  . . 137 

Discharged  by  Proclamation  .  325 

Total  .  1H4 

1835. 

Convicted  of  Petit  Larceny  and  Assault  and 

Battery .  611 

Acquitted  of  do .  109 

Discharged  by  Proclamation  .  407 

Total  .  1127 

1836. 

Convicted  of  Petit  Larceny  and  Assault  and 

Battery .  530 

Acquitted  of  do .  87 

Discharged  by  Proclamation .  448 

Total  .  1065 

Convictions  only,  in  the  Courts  of  Oyer  and  Terminer  and 
General  Sessions. 

In  the  year  1830  .  443 

1831  .  480 

1832  .  369 

1833  .  467 

1834  .  309 

1835  .  325 

1836  .  328 

Number  of  Indictments  presented  by  the  Grand  Jury. 

In  the  year  1814 .  562 

1824  .  939 
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In  the  year  1831  .  1006 

1832  .  704 

1833  .  839 

1834  .  716 

1835  .  642 

1836  .  670 

Number  of  Recognizances  to  answer,  returned  to  the  Court 

of  General  Sessions, 

In  the  year  1814 .  573 

1824  . 1152 

1834  .  2988 

In  the  year  1814. 

Number  of  complaints  taken  before  the  Po¬ 
lice,  returned  to  the  Court  of  General  Ses¬ 
sions  .  1,095 

Disposed  of  by  Indictment .  562 

Dismissal,  settlement,  &c.  about .  350 — 912 

Leaving  undisposed  of .  183 

In  the  year  1824 

Number  of  cases  returned  . 2,061 

Disposed  of  by  indictment .  939 

Dismisal,  settlement.  &c.  about .  500 — 1,439 

Leaving  undisposed  of .  622 

In  the  year  1834. 

Number  of  cases  returned .  4,892 

Disposed  of  by  Indictment .  716 

‘  ‘  Special’ Sessions  ...  1,114 

Dismissal,  Settlement,  &c.  about  . . .  600 — 2,430 

Leaving  undisposed  of .  2,462 
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In  the  years  1835  and  1836,  I  have  no  doubt  the 
number  of  complaints  will  amount  to  at  least  5,000 


in  each  year,  making  for  the  two  years .  10,000 

Of  which  have  been  disposed  of  by  Indict¬ 
ment  .  1,812 

By  the  Special  Sessions  .  2,192 

By  dismissal,  settlement,  &c.  about  1,000 — 4,504 


Leaving  undisposed  of  in  the  two  years  ....  5,496 
Of  the  cases  so  remaining  undisposed  of  the  defendants  are 
either  under  recognizance  to  appear  and  answer,  or  have  not 
been  arrested. 

HENRY  YANDERYOORT, 

Deputy  Clerk  of  Sessions. 

Dated  January  10,  1837, 
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[  B  ] 


TABLE 

Showing  the  population  of  the  City  of  New  York  at  different 
periods,  from  1696  to  the  present  time,  1836. 


THE  POPULATION  IN 

1696  was 

1699  . 

1766  . 

1773  . 

1786  . 

1790  . 

1800  . 

1805  . 

1808  . 

1810  . 

1815  . 

1820  . 

1825  . 

1830  . 

1835  . 


4,302 
.  6,090 

.  10,381 
.  21876 
23,614 
.  33,141 
.  60,489 
.  75,770 
.  83,530 
.  96,373 
100,619 
123,706 
166,086 
197,112 
270,089 
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STATEMENT 

Of  the  number  of  Watchmen  employed  in  the  several  Watch  Districts,  from  the  year  1821  to  1836, 

WITH  THEIR  RATE  OF  PAY. 


#  This  Statement  shows  only  the  number  of  Complaints  on  which  process  has  been  issued,  exclusive  of  those  dismissed  as  frivolous,  or  for  want 
of  sufficient  testimony  ;  it  also  does  not  comprehend  those  originating  in  the  W atch  Returns. 


Number  of  Complaints  in  the  Police,  exclusive  of  Watch. 
Year  1814  .  2326 


Number  of  Prisoners  returned  by  the  Watch,  for  the  Years 
1834  1835 


5420 


InkiT  :  IliT  k  '.'.rrJ  r  '  : 
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[F] 

'Estimate  of  the  expense  which  will  he  added  to  the  Police  De¬ 
partment  by  the  proposed  increase  of  the  Police. 

Estimated  salary  of  the  Intendant  of  the  Watch  $2,000  00 

Estimated  salary  of  ten  Captains  to  be  em¬ 
ployed  as  Special  Constables,  during  the 
day,  at  $1,000  each,  ....  $10,000  00 
Deducting  the  present  pay  of  ten 
Captains,  at  two  dollars  fifty 

cents  per  night, .  4,562  50 —  5,437  50 

Estimated  salary  of  the  fifteen  Special  Con¬ 
stables,  at  $750  each .  $11,250  00 

(to  be  assigned  to  the  two  Police  Offices 
for  the  purposes  of  preserving  the  peace.) 


$18,687  50 

Estimate  of  the  expense  attending  the  proposed  increase  of  the 
Watch. 

For  192  men  to  be  used  as  Roundsmen  ....  $43,776  00 

Annual  total  expense  of  the  proposed  increase  $62,463  50 
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BOARD  OF  ALDERMEN, 


JANUARY  16,  1837, 


The  Market  Committee  presented  the  following  Report,  to - 
gether  with  the  annexed  Law  relative  to  the  appointment  of 
a  Superintendent  of  Markets,  $c.  which  was  read,  laid  on 
the  table  and  directed  to  be  printed  for  the  use  of  the  Members. 

THOMAS  BOLTON,  Clerk, 


The  Committee  on  Markets  respectfully 

REPORT: 

That  they  have  long  entertained  the  opinion  that  the  regula¬ 
tions  of  the  Public  Markets,  and  a  proper  enforcement  of  the 
ordinances  of  the  Common  Council  on  this  subject,  require  the 
aid  of  additional  officers. 

The  Committee  are  aware  that  objections  prevail  against 
the  increase  of  public  offices ;  but  they  are  decidedly  of  opinion 
that  this  important  branch  of  our  municipal  regulations  can¬ 
not  be  faithfully  and  thoroughly  attended  to  under  the  pre- 
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sent  system  ;  and  it  is  believed  that  there  is  no  subject  to  which 
our  fellow  citizens  will  more  cheerfully  yield  their  sanction, 
than  to  one  so  materially  affecting  all  classes  and  conditions  of 
society. 

The  Public  Markets  are  the  resort  of  this  whole  commu¬ 
nity,  to  procure  the  necessaries,  as  well  as  the  luxuries,  of 
life,  and  a  weighty  responsibility  rests  upon  the  Common  Coun¬ 
cil  to  see  that  they  are  properly  regulated  ;  that  such  provi¬ 
sions  only  are  exposed  for  sale  there,  as  are  sound  and  whole¬ 
some  ;  and  that  every  arrangement  be  made  that  can  contribute 
to  the  comfort,  convenience  and  health  of  the  city.  The  Mar¬ 
ket  Committee,  to  whom  this  responsibility  chiefly  attaches  it¬ 
self,  feel  called  upon  to  present,  for  the  action  of  the  Common 
Council,  the  accompanying  Ordinance,  which,  in  their  opinion, 
is  calculated  to  produce  very  beneficial  results. 

It  authorizes  the  appointment  of  two  Superintendents  of 
Markets,  the  one  for  the  east  and  the  other  for  the  west  side 
of  the  city ;  and  it  imposes  upon  them  duties,  that,  if  faithfully 
discharged,  will  secure  to  our  citizens  well  regulated  Public 
Markets,  and  sound  and  wholesome  provisions,  at  reasonable 
prices.  The  enforcement  of  the  market  laws  will  prevent 
forestalling  and  speculations  in  food,  and  also  the  exposure  to 
sale  of  such  as  may  be  unwholesome  or  unfit  for  consumption. 

The  various  duties  of  the  Deputy  Clerks  of  the  several 
Markets,  necessarily  prevent  them  from  giving  that  attention 
to  all  the  subjects  entrusted  to  their  charge  that  each  requires. 
The  proposed  law  will  enable  the  Superintendents  to  relieve, 
or  at  least  assist  them,  in  a  portion  of  their  duties,  and  will 
thus  tend  to  have  them  all  faithfully  performed. 

Rumors  have  reached  the  Committee,  that  cattle  and  swine 
have  been  recently  sold  in  this  city,  having  died  of  disease. 
The  Committee  have  not  investigated  the  truth  of  such  rumors 
nor  do  they  assert  that  they  are  true,  but  the  mere  possibility 
of  such  an  occurrence  will  justify  the  Common  Council  in 
resorting  to  the  most  efficient  measures  to  guard  against  such 
an  evil.  It  has  been  suggested  to  the  Committee,  that  none  but 
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those  who  are  conversant  with  the  slaughter  of  cattle  or 
swine,  can  distinguish  such  as  have  been  slaughtered,  from 
those  whose  death  was  natural ;  and  as  but  few,  if  any,  of  the 
Deputy  Clerks  have  been  regular  bred  butchers,  the  Commit¬ 
tee  do  not  think  it  safe,  or  proper,  to  leave  so  important  a  mat¬ 
ter  exclusively  to  their  judgment. 

The  Committee  have,  in  the  proposed  law,  provided  that 
the  Superintendents  shall  be  appointed  by  them  ;  to  hold  their 
offices  during  their  pleasure  ;  with  a  view  to  the  appointment 
of  persons  known  to  be  capable  of  faithfully  discharging  their 
duties ;  and  that,  in  case  they  shall  not  prove  to  be  such,  to 
substitute  others  in  their  stead. 

The  compensation  of  these  officers,  in  the  opinion  of  the 
Committee,  should  be  $800  per  annum.  This  sum  will  enable 
them  to  devote  their  whole  time  to  their  public  duties. 

The  Committee  have  thus  given  the  reasons  by  which  they 
are  governed,  in  recommending  the  accompanying  ordinance 
to  the  Common  Council ;  they  believe  that  prompt  action  upon 
it  is  desirable,  for  many  reasons  ;  and  they  are  of  opinion  that 
in  the  adoption  of  the  proposed,  or  some  similar  law,  the  Com¬ 
mon  Council  will  have  discharged,  towards  their  constituents, 
a  highly  important  duty,  in  an  effectual  manner. 

Respectfully  submitted. 

NEHEMIAH  WATERBURY,^ 

JOHN  Y.  GREENFIELD,  I  Committee 

WILLIAM  HALL,  >  on 

JOHN  B.  SCHMELZEL,  I  Markets. 

ISAAC  B.  MERRIT,  J 


A  LAW 


In  addition  to  the  Laws  to  regulate  Public  Markets. 

The  Mayor,  Aldermen  and  Commonalty  of  the  City  of  New 
Y ork,  do  ordain  as  follows : 

§  1.  Two  suitable  persons  shall  be  appointed,  to  be  known 
as  Superintendents  of  Markets. 

§  2.  The  said  Superintendents  of  Markets  shall,  before  en¬ 
tering  upon  the  duties  of  their  office,  make  oath  before  the 
Mayor  or  Recorder,  to  faithfully  discharge  the  duties  imposed 
on  them,  by  this  law. 

§  3.  The  Market  Committee  shall  divide  the  city  south  of 
Fourteenth  street,  into  two  Market  Districts,  to  be  called  the 
East  and  West  Districts,  and  they  shall  assign  one  of  the  said 
Superintendents  of  Markets  to  each  of  the  said  districts. 

§  4.  It  shall  be  the  duty  of  the  said  Superintendents  of  Mar¬ 
kets  to  visit,  from  time  to  time,  the  several  Markets,  within 
their  respective  districts,  and  to  examine  the  condition  thereof; 
and  also  to  give  directions,  when  necessary,  to  the  Deputy 
Clerks  of  the  several  Markets,  concerning  the  regulation  of 
the  same  ;  to  examine  the  articles  of  provisions,  vegetables, 
&c,  exposed  for  sale  in  the  Markets,  whenever  they  may  have 
reason  to  suspect  them  to  be  unwholesome,  or  in  anywise  unfit 
to  be  exposed  for  sale ;  and,  if  they  shall  think  proper,  to  order 
such  articles  out  of  the  Markets. 

§  5.  It  shall  be  the  imperative  duty  of  the  said  Superinten¬ 
dents  of  Markets  to  see  that  all  the  laws  and  ordinances,  re- 
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lating  to  the  Public  Markets,  are  complied  with,  and  to  report 
all  violations  of  the  same  to  the  Corporation  Attorney. 

§6  The  said  Superintendents  of  Markets  shall  report  to 
the  Market  Committee  the  condition  of  the  several  Markets 
within  their  respective  districts,  and  shall,  at  all  times,  be  un¬ 
der  the  direction  and  control  of  the  Market  Committee. 

§  7.  The  said  Superintendents  of  Markets  shall  severally 
receive,  for  their  services,  the  annual  salary  of  dollars. 
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DOCUMENT.  NO.  90< 


BOARD  OF  ALDERMEN, 

JANUARY  23,  1837, 


Report  from  the  Counsel,  with  his  Opinion  respecting  certain 
Rights  and  Powers  of  the  New  York  Gas  Light  Company  ; 
laid  on  the  table  and  ordered  to  be  printed. 

THOMAS  BOLTON,  Clerk. 


Resolved,  That  the  Counsel  of  the  Board  report  to  this  Board, 
whether,  in  his  opinion,  the  New  Gas  Company  have  the 
right  and  power,  at  their  own  will  and  pleasure,  and  with¬ 
out  consent  or  notice  to  any  person  or  officer  of  the  city,  to 
take  up  the  pavements,  crosswalks,  curb  and  gutter  stones,  and 
sidewalks,  and  to  dig  up  and  occupy  any  and  all  the  streets 
below  Grand  street,  in  any  manner,  to  such  extent,  and  at 
such  seasons  as  they  please,  and  without  being  liable  for  dama¬ 
ges  for  so  doing. 
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The  subscriber  respectfully  reports  the  following  as  his 
Opinion  on  the  Resolution  hereunto  annexed. 

R.  EMMET. 

January  23 d,  1837. 

The  agreement  entered  into  on  the  12th  May,  1823,  between 
the  Corporation  and  the  New  York  Gas  Light  Company, 
grants  to  that  Company  the  privilege  and  right  of  laying,  or 
placing  under  ground,  pipes,  in  all  and  every  of  the  public 
streets  and  parts  of  streets  of  the  City  of  New  York,  lying 
and  being  south  of  a  line,  commencing  at  the  East  River,  at 
the  foot  of  Grand  street,  and  running  through  Grand  street  to 
Sullivan  street,  and  through  Sullivan  street  to  Canal  street, 
and  through  Canal  street  to  the  North  or  Hudson  River,  for 
conducting  gas  for  lighting  the  public  lamps  in  the  streets  and 
parts  of  streets  south  of  said  line,  and  the  houses  and  build¬ 
ings  fronting  or  to  front  on,  or  bounded  by,  or  adjacent  to,  the 
streets  or  parts  of  streets  south  of  said  line.  It  also  binds  the 
Company  by  covenant,  to  cause  such  pipes  to  be  laid  and 
placed  under  ground,  when  any  part  of  the  city  south  of  the 
said  line  is  to  be  lighted  with  gas  ;  and  although  no  right  or 
power  is  conferred  by  the  agreement,  in  express  terms,  to  take, 
up  pavements,  crosswalks,  curb  or  gutter  stones,  or  sidewalks, 
or  to  dig  up  or  occupy  any  street  or  part  of  a  street,  the  grant 
necessarily  implies  that  the  Company  must  have  such  right  and 
power  so  far  as  may  be  requisite  to  enable  them  to  fulfil  its  object 
and  to  perform  their  own  covenants.  The  grant  would  be  other, 
wise  illusory,  and  its  conditions  absurd. 

But  the  agreement  is  not  wholly  silent  on  this  subject.  It 
provides  that  the  Company  shall,  at  all  times,  give  forty -eight 
hours  notice  to  the  Corporation,  or  their  Street  Commissioner, 
of  their  intention  to  break  up  or  open  any  street,  or  part  of  a 
street,  for  the  purpose  of  laying  or  repairing  the  pipes  to  conduct 
the  gas  ;  and  that  they  will  replace  the  earth  which  they  may 
remove  in  so  doing,  before  sunset  of the  day  on  which  such  open¬ 
ing  shall  be  made ;  and  that  they  will  replace  the  pavements,  and 
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repave  and  repair  the  same,  in  such  reasonable  time  and  man¬ 
ner  as  the  Corporation,  or  their  Street  Commissioner,  may 
direct,  and  in  as  good  and  firm  a  manner  as  the  streets  were 
in  before  being  broken  up  for  the  aforesaid  purpose. 

This  is,  in  effect,  a  clear  recognition  of  the  right  and  power 
of  the  Company  to  break  up  or  open  any  street,  or  part  of  a 
street,  when  necessary  for  the  purpose  of  laying  or  repairing 
their  gas  pipes,  and  it  is  accompanied  with  no  other  restriction 
or  condition  than  that  of  giving  forty -eight  hours  notice  to  the 
Corporation  or  the  Street  Commissioner,  and  of  repairing  and 
repaving  the  street  under  their  direction. 

The  agreement  also  provides,  that  the  Company  shall,  in  all 
things,  be  governed  by  such  reasonable  and  necessary  rules  and 
regulations  as  the  Corporation  may,  from  time  to  time,  pass, 
ordain  and  establish,  relative  to  the  opening  of  streets,  and 
laying  down  the  pipes  and  conductors  aforesaid. 

It  does  not  appear  that  any  rules  and  regulations  have  been 
passed,  ordained  or  established,  relative  to  the  opening  of  streets 
and  laying  down  of  pipes  and  conductors,  by  this  Company, 
since  the  original  agreement  was  entered  into  with  them,  and 
they  have  therefore  all  the  right  and  power  which  reasonably 
and  necessarily  results  from  the  terms  of  that  agreement. 
Such  right  and  power,  however,  must  be  exercised  in  such 
manner,  and  to  such  extent  only,  as  may  be  necessary  to  effect 
the  purposes  of  the  grant ;  and  so  long  as  the  Company  con¬ 
fine  their  operations  within  these  limits,  they  cannot  be  made 
liable  for  damages  or  penalties.  If  they  wantonly  do  more 
injury  to  the  streets,  or  occupy  or  obstruct  them,  for  a  longer 
time  than  may  be  necessary,  they  become  wrong  doers  ;  and 
subject  themselves  to  the  same  consequences  which  might  be 
visited  by  law  upon  any  other  party,  for  similar  offences. 
They  are  not  to  exercise  this  privilege  as  they  please,  but  as 
may  be  warranted  by  the  necessity  of  the  case  ;  and  I  can 
perceive  nothing  which  prohibits  them  from  so  exercising  it 
at  any  particular  season  of  the  year,  or  which  requires  them 
to  obtain  the  consent  of,  or  give  notice  to,  any  officer  of  the 
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city,  except  the  notice  of  forty-eight  hours  above  mentioned, 
to  be  given  to  the  Street  Commissioner,  of  their  intention  to 
break  up  or  open  a  street,  for  the  purpose  of  laying  thoir  pipes. 

It  may  be  proper  to  observe,  that  the  contract  made  ten 
years  subsequently,  with  the  Manhattan  Gas  light  Company* 
contains  provissions  on  this  subject  which  are  much  more  spe¬ 
cific.  This  contract  contains  the  same  conditions  as  those 
which  have  been  above  extracted  from  the  agreement  with  the 
New  York  Gas  Light  Company  ;  and  in  addition  thereto,  it 
declares  that  “  no  such  street,  avenue  or  public  place,  or  part 
thereof,  shall  be  so  broken  up  or  opened,  or  the  pavement 
thereof  removed,  or  shall  be  again  filled  up  or  repaired,  or 
such  pavement  replaced,  except  under  the  Direction  and  Super¬ 
vision  of  a  competent  person,  to  be  appointed  by  the  said 
Street  Commissioner,  and  who  shall  be  considered  as  in  the 
employ  of  the  said  parties  of  the  first  part,  (the  Corporation,) 
but  who  shall  be  paid  for  his  services  by  the  said  parties  of 
the  second  part,  (the  Company,)  such  sum  as  the  said  Street 
Commissioner  may  direct,  not  exceeding  one  dollar  and  fifty 
cents  per  diem,  for  each  day  that  he  may  be  so  employed* 
Also,  that  no  such  street,  avenue  or  public  place,  or  part 
thereof,  shall  be  so  broken  up  or  opened,  or  the  pavement 
thereof  removed,  at  any  time,  between  the  first  of  December 
and  the  first  of  March,  during  the  continuance  of  the  term 
mentioned  in  these  presents,  without  the  consent  of  the  said 
Street  Commissioner  being  first  obtained  for  that  purpose.” 

If  similar  conditions  should  be  deemed  by  the  Common 
Council  reasonable  and  necessary  to  be  imposed  on  the  New 
York  Gas  Light  Company,  I  can  perceive  no  objection  to  their 
passing  a  resolution,  or  ordinance,  prescribing  such  rules  and 
regulations  for  the  government  of  that  Company  ;  and  the  Com¬ 
pany  will  be  bound  to  observe  them,  by  the  clause  to  that 
effect,  contained  in  their  original  agreement  with  the  Cor¬ 
poration. 


R.  EMMET. 
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BOARD  OF  ALDERMEN, 

JANUARY  23,  1837. 


The  Finance  Committee,  to  whom  was  referred  the  report  of 
the  Comptroller,  with  an  estimate  of  the  nett  receipts  and 
expenditures  for  1837,  presented  the  following  report  there¬ 
on,  which  was  adopted  and  directed  to  he  sent  to  the  Board 
of  Assistant  Aldermen  for  concurrence. 

THOMAS  BOLTON,  Clerk. 


The  Finance  Committee,  to  whom  was  referred  the  report 
from  the  Comptroller,  with  an  estimate  of  the  nett  receipts 
and  expenditures  for  the  year  1837,  respectfully 

REPORT: 

That  the  said  report  has  been  made  by  the  Comptroller  for 
the  purpose  of  enabling  the  Common  Couneil  to  determine  the 
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amount  which  it  will  be  necessary  to  raise  by  tax,  for  the  ex¬ 
penses  of  the  city,  during  the  ensuing  year,  and  to  make  appli¬ 
cation  to  the  Legislature  for  the  neeessary  law.  From  the 
Comptroller’s  estimate  it  appears,  that  the  probable  expendi¬ 
tures  for  the  year  amount  to  $1,483,930,  and  the  probable  re¬ 
ceipts  to  $217,000,  leaving  a  deficit  of  $1,266,930. 

The  Committee  have  carefully  examined  the  items  upon 
which  this  estimate  is  founded,  and  they  believe  the  same  to 
be  correctly  stated.  They  are  of  opinion  therefore  that  the 
amount  to  be  raised  by  tax  for  the  ensuing  year  should  be 
$1,250,000,  and  they  offer  the  following  resolution: 

Resolved,  That  the  Counsel  prepare  the  necessary  law  to 
enable  the  Corporation  to  raise  the  said  sum  of  $1,250,000  by 
tax,  and  that  the  same  be  forwarded  to  the  Legislature,  with 
a  suitable  memorial  for  the  passage  thereof. 

D.  P.  INGRAHAM, 
EDWARD  TAYLOR, 
D.  BANKS. 
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Comptroller’s  Office, 

New  York,  December,  29,  1836. 

To  the  Common  Council  of  the  City  of  New  York : 

In  obedience  to  the  law  creating  a  Department  of  Finance, 
and  prescribing  the  duties  of  the  officers  thereof,  I  have  the 
honor  to  submit  to  your  honorable  body  a  statement  of  the 
nett  receipts  and  expenditures,  as  near  as  can  be,  for  the  year 
1837;  by  which  it  will  be  seen  that  a  larger  sum  will  be  re¬ 
quired,  by  way  of  tax,  to  meet  the  current  expenses  of  the 
city,  for  the  ensuing  year,  than  was  asked  fpr  the  year  1836. 

The  increase  of  the  number  of  City  Watchmen,  and  the  in¬ 
crease  of  their  wages  ;  the  increase  of  the  number  of  lamps, 
as  also  the  increase  oi  the  pay  to  Lamplighters,  are  two  very 
important  items  in  this  calculation ;  and  I  have  no  doubt  the 
tax  paying  part  of  the  community  are  willing  to  meet  the 
same  for  the  security  it  affords  to  their  lives  and  property. 
The  increase  in  the  price  of  every  article  of  consumption,  also* 
of  materials  for  constructing  public  works,  is  another  cause 
of  increase  in  the  expenses  of  the  various  departments  of  the 
city  government ;  while,  at  the  same  time,  the  revenues  de¬ 
rived  from  the  public  property  has  not  increased.  The  lots 
within  the  city  are  leased  for  a  term,  and  fall  in,  for  an  increase 
of  rent,  at  various  periods  progressively.  The  docks  and  piers 
are-leased  yearly ;  but  as  the  rate  of  wharfage  is  the  same  as 
it  was  years  since,  not  much  more  can  be  expected  from 
them  than  a  very  small  interest  on  the  new  erections  for  the 
accommodation  of  the  publie,  and  not  much  more  than  derived 
last  year. 

The  undersigned  therefore  respectfully  recommends,  that 
the  Counsel  of  the  Corporation  be  directed  to  prepare  a  bill, 
and  cause  the  same  to  be  presented  to  the  Legislature,  in  the 
early  part  of  the  session,  authorizing  the  Corporation  of  the 
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City  of  New  York  to  raise  by  tax,  on  the  real  and  per¬ 
sonal  estates  liable  to  taxation  in  this  city,  the  sum  of  twelve 
hundred  and  fifty  thousand  dollars,  and  such  further  sum  as 
may  be  necessary  to  cover  the  errors  and  delinquencies  in  the 
tax  for  the  year  1836,  and  the  expenses  contingent  on  levying 
the  said  taxes.  Respectfully  submitted. 

D.  D.  WILLIAMSON,  Comptroller. 
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Estimated  nett  Expenditure  for  the  year  1837. 


For  Alms  House,  Bridewell  and  Penitentiary 

.  *  175,000 

Board  of  Health 

14,000 

Charities  .... 

5,000 

Cleaning  Docks  and  Slips 

10,000 

Cleaning  Streets 

95,000 

Coroner’s  Fees  and  Expenses 

5,000 

Courts  .... 

35,000 

Docks  and  Slips 

.  150,000 

Elections  .... 

7,500 

Fire  Department 

.  60,000 

Interest  Account 

70,000 

Justices’  Courts  . 

3,000 

Lamps  and  Gas 

147,000 

Lands  and  Places 

36,000 

Markets  .... 

80,000 

Penalties  .... 

2,000 

Police  .... 

20,000 

Printing  and  Stationery 

16,000 

Public  Reservoir 

8,000 

Public  Schools 

1,430 

Repairs  and  Supplies 

20,000 

Roads  and  Avenues 

60,000 

Streets,  opening 

40,000 

Street  Expenses 

50,000 

Salaries  .... 

60,000 

Water  Pipes,  and  laying  down 

50,000 

Watch  .... 

260,000 

Wells  and  Pumps 

4,000 

$1,483,930 

Doc.  No.  90.] 
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Estimated  nett  Receipts  for  the  year  1837. 


For  Commutation  of  Alien  Passengers  .  .  $35,000 

Intestate  Estates . 5,000 

Mayoralty  Fees  . 3,000 

Tavern  and  Excise  Licenses  .  .  •  29,000 

Rents . 110,000 

Auction  Duties . 10,000 

Arrears  of  Taxes .  25,000 


$217,000 


DOCUMENT  NO.  91. 


BOARD  OF  ALDERMEN, 

JANUARY  23,  1837. 


Report  of  the  Committee  on  Finance,  on  the  account  of  D. 
B.  Tallmadge,  Esq.  formerly  Attorney  to  the  Corporation, 
which  was  adopted  and  ordered  to  he  printed. 

THOMAS  BOLTON,  Clerk. 

The  Finance  Committee,  to  whom  was  referred  the  annexed 
paper  relative  to  the  accounts  of  D.  B.  Tallmadge,  formerly 
Attorney  to  the  Corporation,  for  a  balance  due  him  as  Attor¬ 
ney,  respectfully 

REPORT: 

That  from  an  examination  of  the  accounts,  it  appears  that  Mr. 
Tallmadge  claims,  as  due  to  him  from  the  Corporation,  the 
sum  of  $4,117  91.  This  amount  is  composed  of  different 
items,  which  are  specified  in  his  account,  and  is  in  part  for 
moneys  paid  by  him  to  the  Clerks  of  the  Courts  for  costs, 
and  the  residue  for  his  fees,  in  trying  causes  in  the  Justices’ 
Courts,  and  in  passing  upon  complaints  submitted  to  him. 

On  an  inquiry  as  to  the  rules  heretofore  adopted  in  regard 
to  these  accounts,  they  find,  that  in  1821,  the  Common  Coun- 
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cil  established  the  rate  of  compensation  to  the  Attorney,  in 
cases  for  penalties  in  the  Justices’  Courts,  as  follows: 

For  noticing  complaints  upon  breaches  of  the  ordinances, 
before  the  commencement  of  a  suit,  $2  50,  in  each  case.  And 
in  casbs  where  suit  is  brought,  $ 5  00. 

The  account  in  question  appears  to  be  made  out  in  this 
way,  and  the  charges  to  be  made  in  compliance  with  this 
rule.  Your  Committee  have  no  means  of  examining  further 
as  to  this  claim,  except  the  account  furnished.  It  appears  to 
be  correct,  and  the  correctness  of  the  charges  is  sworn  to. 

This  bill  was  referred  to  a  former  Committee  of  this  Board, 
who  reported  in  favor  of  paying  the  same,  and  who  stated  in 
their  report  the  opinion  of  the  Counsel  of  the  Board,  that  the 
Corporation  was  liable  therefor.  The  Committee  therefore 
recommend  that  the  same  be  paid. 

But  while  your  Committee  recommend  the  payment  of  this 
bill,  they  also  recommend  that  a  change  be  made  as  to  the 
compensation  in  future  to  be  allowed  to  the  Corporation  At¬ 
torney  for  services  of  this  nature.  The  great  increase  of  the 
city,  and  also  of  the  business  of  the  Attorney,  would  fully 
warrant  a  reduction  of  the  amount  allowed  in  these  cases  in 
the  Justices’  Courts.  It  must  be  remembered  that  this  is  only 
a  portion  of  the  business  of  the  Attorney,  and  it  appears  to 
your  Committee,  that  it  is  manifestly  improper  that  this  office 
should  not  only  consume  all  the  penalties  collected,  but  also 
bring  the  city  in  debt,  annually,  a  considerable  amount. 

During  the  time  Mr.  Tallmadge  was  Attorney,  the  amount 
of  penalties  received  in  the  City  Treasury  was  $1,294  — ;  and 
the  amount  remitted  by  order  of  the  Common  Council,  forty- 
five  dollars  —  cents  ;  leaving  $  1,249  — ,  as  the  nett  amount 
received  during  that  period,  while  the  actual  expense  to  the 
city,  for  that  office,  during  that  period,  amounts  to  $4,117  61, 
deducting  that  balance. 

James  Lynch,  Esq.,  was  Attorney  to  the  Corporation  for 
eleven  months,  during  which  time  he  paid  into  the  City  Trea¬ 
sury  $136  60,  and  the  Common  Council  remitted  $273  08. 
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His  claim  for  these  services  amounted  to  $807  35,  over  and 
above  his  receipts,  which  has  been  paid. 

During  the  time  that  the  present  incumbent  has  held  the 
office,  viz.,  from  May  1835,  the  amount  paid  in  for  penalties 
has  been  #470  18,  and  the  amount  remitted,  by  order  of  the 
the  Common  Council,  $1,778  35.  No  account  has  yet  been 
presented  by  him  against  the  Common  Council,  and  as  your 
Committee  are  informed,  none  will  be. 

Your  Committee  are  satisfied  that  the  income  of  this  office 
is  sufficient  to  warrant  a  change  in  their  charges,  which  would 
relieve  the  Corporation  from  a  portion  thereof,  and  make  the 
receipts  from  the  offiee  more  nearly  discharge  the  expenses, 
and  they  offer  for  adoption  the  following  resolutions,  viz; 

Resolved,  That  the  Comptroller  be  directed.to  issue  a  war¬ 
rant  in  favor  of  D.  B.  Tallmadge,  late  Attorney  to  the  Corpo¬ 
ration,  for  four  thousand,  one  hundred  and  seventeen  dollars 
and  ninety-one  cents,  in  full  of  all  demands  and  claims  upon 
the  Corporation  as  such  Attorney. 

Resolved,  That  hereafter  no  charge  shall  be  allowed  to  the 
Attorney  of  the  Corporation  for  noticing  breaches  of  the  ordi¬ 
nances,  where  a  suit  is  not  commenced,  unless  such  charge  is 
paid  by  the  person  complained  of. 

Resolved,  That  hereafter  no  other  charge  shall  be  made 
against  the  Common  Council,  by  the  Attorney,  for  prosecuting 
suits  in  the  Assistant  Justices  and  Marine  Courts,  than  for  dis- 
bursments  actually  paid  by  him  for  costs  in  those  suits,  and 
the  sum  of  five  dollars  in  each  case  in  which  a  judgment  shall 
be  recovered  in  favor  of  the  Common  Council. 

D.  P.  INGRAHAM,  )  Committee 
EDWARD  TAYLOR,  [  on 
D.  BANKS,  )  Finance . 
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DOCUMENT,  NO.  92. 


BOARD  OF  A1.DERMEN, 

JANUARY  23,  1837. 


Alderman  Ingraham  introduced  the  following  Law,  which 
was  referred  to  the  Market  Committee,  and  directed  to 
he  printed. 

THOMAS  BOLTON,  Clerk. 


A  LAW 

To  amend  the  law,  entitled  “  A  Law  to  regulate  Public 
Markets 

§  1.  It  shall  be  the  duty  of  the  Comptroller,  under  the  di¬ 
rection  of  the  Market  Committee,  in  the  month  of 
in  each  year,  and  at  such  other  times  as  shall  be  fixed  therefor 
by  the  Market  Committee,  to  rent  at  public  auction  for  one 
year,  or  for  a  less  period,  all  the  stalls  which  shall  be  vacant, 
or  for  which  leases  shall  have  been  granted  and  expired,  in 
each  of  the  Markets  and  Market  Places  in  the  City  of  New 
York,  and  so  many  of  the  stands  for  fishermen,  country  people 
and  sellers  of  vegetables  and  fruits  in  the  said  Markets  and 
Market  Places,  as  the  Market  Committee  may  direct. 
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§  2.  The  present  occupants  of  the  stalls  in  the  said  Markets 
may  retain  the  same,  at  the  present  rents,  for  any  period  not 
exceeding  ten  years  from  the  passage  of  this  law,  on  paying 
such  rent  quarterly  in  advance,  and  upon  the  condition  that 
the  same  shall  not  be  sold  or  transferred  to  any  other  person. 

§  3.  If  any  occupant  of  a  stall  referred  to  in  the  last  section, 
shall  sell  or  transfer  his  interest  therein,  such  sale  or  transfer 
shall  be  void,  and  such  occupant  shall  thereupon  forfeit  any 
right  or  interest  in  the  said  stall,  and  the  same  shall  be  rented 
in  the  manner  mentioned  in  the  first  section  of  this  law. 

§  4.  Any  butcher  who  shall  be  the  lessee  of  a  stall  in  any 
of  the  said  Markets,  at  the  time  of  the  passage  of  this  law,  and 
who  shall  have  paid  to  the  Mayor,  Aldermen  and  Commonalty 
of  the  City  of  New  York,  within  ten  years  last  past,  any  pre¬ 
mium  for  the  good  will  of  such  stall,  over  and  above  the  an¬ 
nual  rent  of  the  same,  may  surrender  such  stall  to  the  Comp¬ 
troller,  in  writing,  at  any  time  previous  to  the  first  of  April 
next,  to  take  effect  on  the  first  day  of  May  next ;  and  on  re¬ 
ceiving  such  surrender,  to  be  approved  of,  as  to  the  form  there¬ 
of,  by  the  Counsel  of  the  Corporation,  the  Comptroller  shall  pay 
to  such  butcher  making  such  surrender,  the  amount  paid  by 
him  for  the  good  will  of  the  same,  as  aforesaid,  deducting  one- 
tenth  for  each  year  since  the  same  was  paid. 

§  5.  The  seventh,  eighth  and  ninth  sections  of  the  eighth 
title  of  the  law  hereby  amended,  shall  be,  and  the  same  are 
hereby  repealed. 


DOCUMENT  NO,  93. 


BOARD  OF  ALDERMEN, 

JANUARY  23,  1837. 

Third  Annual  Report  of  the  Trustees  of  the  Eastern  Dispen¬ 
sary  of  the  City  of  New  York,  for  the  year  1836.  Laid  on 
the  table,  and  ordered  to  be  printed. 

THOMAS  BOLTON,  Clerk. 


This  Institution  was  incorporated  by  an  Act  of  the  Legisla¬ 
ture  of  the  State  of  New  York,  on  the  20th  April,  1832,  and 
it  commenced  operations  on  the  15th  June,  1834.  It  is  con¬ 
ducted  by  an  Association  of  benevolent  individuals,  who  de¬ 
vote  their  time  and  money,  without  compensation  to  them¬ 
selves,  for  the  benefit  of  such  indigent  individuals  as  may  be 
suffering  from  sickness.  The  great  and  rapid  increase  of  the 
population  of  the  city  of  New  York,  has  rendered  such  an 
Institution  necessary.  It  is  established  in  the  eastern  section 
of  the  city,  where  a  great  portion  of  the  poor  and  laboring 
class  of  inhabitants  have  congregated,  and  who,  when  depri¬ 
ved  of  ability  to  labor,  by  sickness,  are  thrown  upon  the  care 
and  humanity  of  those  whom  Providence  has  blessed  with  a 
greater  share  of  worldly  means.  It  is  a  great  misfortune  to 
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be  poor  and  dependent ;  and  when  sickness  is  added  to  poverty, 
the  misfortune  is  greatly  aggravated  ;  thereby  often  sinking  the 
individual  into  a  hopeless  slate  of  misery  and  wretchedness, 
doubtless,  in  many  cases,  producing  despair  and  death.  To 
relieve,  in  some  measure,  the  distress  arising  from  sickness 
among  the  poor,  the  Eastern  Dispensary  has  been  established; 
and  it  iias  the  same  objects  in  view  that  two  other  institutions 
of  the  same  kind,  previously  established  in  this  city,  have,  and 
whose  operations  are  confined  by  certain  limits  which  have 
been  amicably  adjusted  between  them. 

Those  who  are  unwell,  sick  or  wounded,  and  not  confined 
to  the  house,  ate  prescribed  for  at  the  Dispensary,  and  gratu¬ 
itously  supplied  with  medicine  and  advice  by  the  Physicians 
in  daily  attendance.  These  are  called  out  door  patients ;  and 
a  register  is  kept  at  the  office,  for  the  entry  of  their  names  and 
diseases,  as  also  of  all  other  applicants  for  relief. 

Those  who  are  so  sick  as  not  to  be  able  to  leave  their  resi¬ 
dence,  are  visited  by  the  Physicians  of  the  Dispensary,  and 
medicines  are  preset  ibed,  and  administered  to  them  also,  with¬ 
out  charge.  These  are  called  in-door  patients  ;  and  they  have 
all  the  attention  from  the  visiting  or  district  Physicians,  that 
a  private  pay  patient  could  reasonably  expect.  For  this  pur¬ 
pose  the  eastern  part  of  the  city  is  divided  into  six  districts, 
and  a  Physician  is  assigned  to  each,  to  attend  applicants  from 
Such  districts. 

In  addition  to  these,  there  is  a  Vaccine  Department,  and  a 
Physician  appointed  to  vaccinate  such  poor  persons,  in  any  of 
of  the  districts,  that  may  apply  for  the  purpose. 

There  is  also  a  Department  for  diseases  of  the  Eyes  and 
Ears.  Much  attention,  of  late  years,  has  been  bestowed,  by 
the  Medical  Faculty,  upon  the  diseases  of  these  organs  ;  and 
improved  methods  of  treatment  have  been  adapted  to  the  vari¬ 
ous  affections  to  which  they  are  subject.  Two  Physicians  are 
appointed  to  attend  to  the  treatment  of  the  numerous  diseases, 
and  their  varieties,  to  which  these  organs  are  peculiarly  liable ; 
and  from  haying  made  them  a  distinct  subject  of  study  and 


617 


[Doc.  No.  93. 

attention,  they  are  better  prepared  to  do  justice  to  their  patients, 
than  such  as  have  not  devoted  themselves  to  their  particular 
consideration. 

The  Physicians  receive  the  moderate  compensation  of  fifty 
dollars  per  annum,  (with  the  exception  of  those  who  attend  to 
the  Eye  and  Ear  Department,  who  receive  nothing.)  This 
amount  is  by  no  means  to  be  considered  as  an  equivalent  to 
the  services  of  the  Physicians.  This,  and  all  other  Institutions 
of  the  kind,  must  be  regarded  as  useful  to  the  community  in  a 
two-fold  point  of  view  ;  first,  as  affording  relief  to  the  indi¬ 
gent  ;  -and,  secondly,  as  being  a  school  where  the  young  Physi¬ 
cian  acquires  practice,  cofidenee  and  skill.  Hence  they  are 
■willing  to  accept  so  small  a  compensation  for  services  which 
are  far  more  valuable.  Even  this  pittance  they  did  not  receive 
for  the  first  year  after  the  Institution  went  into  operation  ;  but 
the  Trustees  voluntarily  fixed  upon  the  aforesaid  amount,  in 
order  to  place  the  Physicians  of  this  Dispensary  upon  a  sim¬ 
ilar  footing  and  pay  with  those  of  the  City  and  Northern 
Dispensaries. 

To  carry  on,  the  operations  of  the  Dispensary,  the  Trustees 
hire  a  house,  purshase  medicines,  and  employ  an  Apothecary 
to  prepare  the  prescriptions  of  the  Physicians. 

From  an  examination  of  the  Treasurer’s  account,  by  a  Ootn-. 
mittee  of  the  Trustees,  it  appears  that  from  the  1st  January, 
1830,  to  the  19th  January,  1837,  the  expenses  of  the  Dispen¬ 


sary  have  been . .  $1,374  75 

And  the  receipts  including  a  balance  from  the 
preceding  year,  only .  1,246  95 


Leaving  a  balance  due  the  Treasurer,  on  that  day  $127  80 

The  above  mentioned  receipts  have  arisen  from  a  donation 
by  the  Corporation  of  the  City,  of  $500 ;  a  collection  in  St. 
Mary’s  Church,  in  Grand  street,  amounting  to  $150  94,  and 
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the  remainder  of  the  above  sum  from  private  individual  dona¬ 
tions  and  subscriptions. 

During  the  year  1836,  there  were  6,614  individuals  who 
participated  in  the  benefits  bestowed  upon  them,  by  this  Dis¬ 
pensary.  Thus  a  cheap  and  valuable  gift  has  been  presented 
to  the  recipients  of  this  charity.  Many  have  been  restored  to 
health,  to  thank  their  physicians  and  benclactors.  If  we 
divide  the  whole  of  the  above  mentioned  expenditure  of 
$1,374  75,  by  the  6,614  patients,  it  will  give  a  fraction 
more -than  twenty  cents  expended  for  each  patient.  But  we 
may  place  the  action  of  this  D.spensary  in  a  still  more  favor¬ 
able  point  of  view.  The  total  amount  of  expenditure  by  the 
Trustees  of  the  Eastern  Dispensary,  from  its  commencement, 
in  1834,  to  the  1st  January,  1837,  is  only  $2,943  50  ;  and  the 
total  number  of  patients  attended  to  in  the  same  time,  was 
17,571.  Now  if  we  divide  this  expenditure  by  the  number  of 
patients  it  will  give  eleven  cents  and  a  fraction,  which  each 
patient  has  cost  the  Dispensary.  By  what  other  method  could 
so  much  good  be  done  at  so  cheap  a  rate  ? 

The  number  of  patients  prescribed  for,  and  attended  to 
during  the  year  1836,  was,  as  before  stated,  6,614. 


Of  this  number,  there  were,  males . 2,340 

«  “  females  .  3,552 

“  “  vaccinated .  428 


diseases  of  the  eye  and  ear  294 
6,614 


Of  the  same  number  there  were  : 

Out-door  male  patients .  1,443 

In-door  do.  897 

Out-door  female  patients .  2,374 

In-door  do.  .  1,178 


Amount  carried  over 
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Amount  brought  over .  5,892 

Of  the  same  number  there  were  : 

Vaccinated,  mostly  children  .  428 

In  the  Eye  and  Ear  Department .  294 

6.614 

The  places  of  nativity  are  designated  by  the  following  state¬ 
ment,  viz: 

Born  in  the  State  of  New  York .  2,503 

Do.  other  of  the  United  Slates .  322 

Do.  Ireland  .  2,275 

Do.  various  other  foreign  countries  .  1,514 

6.614 

Of  the  428,  who  have  undergone  the  process  of  vaccination, 
there  were, 

Born  in  the  State  of  New  York .  372 

Do.  other  of  the  United  States .  37 

Do.  Ireland  .  11 

Do.  various  other  countries  .  8 

428 

Of  the  294,  who  have  been  afflicted  with  diseases  of  the 
eyes  and  ears,  there  were, 

Born  in  the  State  of  New  York .  124 

Do.  other  of  the  United  States  .  14 

Do.  Ireland .  110 

Do.  various  other  conntries  .  41 

294 


To  the  Physicians,  who  have  devoted  their  time  and  talents 
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to  the  duties  of  the  Dispensary,  the  Trustees  are  under  heavy 
obligations,  and  they  have  novv  only  to  add  their  thanks  to  the 
small  remuneration,  which  it  is  in  their  power  to  bestow.  The 
Dispensary  has  for  a  part  of  the  past  year  been  in  an  incon¬ 
venient  and  obscure  place  in  the  eastern  part  of  Division  street, 
owing  to  the  impossibility  of  obtaining  a  better  situation. 
There,  however,  the  patients  have  resorted  for  relief,  and  the 
Physicians  have  attended  in  succession,  according  to  the  fol¬ 
lowing  arrangement : 


Dr,  D.  D.  Marvin,  3d  Dist. 
Dr.  J.  E.  Stilwell,  1st  do. 
Dr.  T.  Marselis,  2d  do. 
Dr.  J.  D.  Gounsell,  6th  do. 
Dr.  A.  L.  White,  4th  do. 


Dr.  Mark  Stephenson,  )  Qcculists 


i  at  Dispens’y. 

from  9 

to 

10  A.  M. 

do. 

9 

to 

10 

do. 

10 

to 

11 

do. 

11 

to 

12 

do. 

12 

to 

1  P  M. 

do. 

1 

to 

2 

Dr.  Thos.  C.  Chalmers,  j 


3  to  4 
1 1  to  12  A.  M. 


If  an  argument  were  wanted  in  favor  of  this  Institution,  it 
might  be  derived  from  the  fact,  that  of  the  6,614  patients,  who 
have  been  relieved  by  the  Dispensary,  3,552  were  females, 
being  more  than  half  of  the  number  of  all  on  register,  for  the 
past  years.  These  females  were,  most  of  them,  wives  of 
laboring  men,  many  of  them  with  children,  and  in  the  utmost 
need  of  assistance. 

Before  concluding  this  report,  the  Trustees  feel  it  a  duty, 
not  only  to  thank  the  Physicians,  but  also  to  express  their  ap¬ 
probation  of  the  attention_and  ability  with  which  Mr.  R.  H. 
Bourne,  the  Apothecary,  has  attended  to  his  duties.  They  have 
also  again  to  thank  the  Ministers  and  Trustees  of  St.  Mary’s 
(Catholic)  Church,  in  Grand  street,  for  the  collection  taken  up 
in  that  Church,  which  was  of  material  assistance  towards  the 
expenses  of  last  year. 
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The  Trustees  of  the  Eastern  Dispensary,  feeling  well  sat. 
isfied  that  the  Institution  is  highly  useful  and  valuable,  in  afford¬ 
ing  relief  to  the  sick  poor,  of  that  part  of  the  city  in  which  it 
is  established,  once  more  call  upon  the  friends  of  humanity  to 
aid  them  in  its  support  and  maintenance.  And  they  would 
also  respectfully  make  an  appeal  to  the  constituted  authorities 
of  the  city  to  assist  them  in  their  pecuniary  means. 

By  order  of  the  Trustees. 

SAMUEL  AKERLY,  President. 

E.  D.  BROWN,  Secretary. 

January  20,  1837. 


DOCUMENT  NO.  94, 


BOARD  OF  ALDERMEN 

JANUARY  30,  1837. 

Report  of  the  Select  Committee  on  the  resolution  relative  to 
the  future  location  of  the  House  of  Refuge.  Laid  on  the 
table,  and  ordered  to  be  printed. 

THOMAS  BOLTON,  Clerk. 


Resolved ,  That  a  Select  Committee  be  appointed,  to  confer 
with  the  Trustees  of  the  House  of  Refuge,  in  relation  to  the 
selection  of  a  site  for  that  institution,  and  its  removal  from  the 
present  location. 


The  Select  Committee,  to  whom  was  referred  the  annexed 
resolution  relative  to  the  House  of  Refuge,  respectfully 

REPORT: 

That  your  Committee  have  had  repeated  interviews  with  a 
Committee  on  behalf  of  that  institution.  The  present  institu¬ 
tion  is  located  on  the  ground  at  the  junction  of  the  Blooming- 
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dale  and  Post  roads,  and  from  23d  to  26th  street.  It  is  in¬ 
tersected  by  the  5th  avenue,  and  the  opening  of  this  avenue, 
and  of  the  streets  now  in  progress,  will  render  this  location  to¬ 
tally  unfit  for  the  purpose,  and  at  the  same  time  render  it  ne¬ 
cessary  to  remove  the  principal  buildings.  This  land  is  now 
held  by  the  Managers  under  two  grants.  The  first,  which 
grants  them  about  lour  acres,  is  as  long  as  they  shall  use  the 
same  for  the  purposes  of  the  institution  ;  the  other,  which  is  for 
about  two  acres,  (formerly  Potters  field,)  is  held  by  them,  sub¬ 
ject  to  be  revoked  at  the  pleasure  of  the  Common  Council. 
During  the  last  year,  a  building  erected  on  the  latter  piece, 
was  destroyed  by  fire,  and  has  not  yet  been  rebuilt:  and  the 
removal  of  the  other  buildings,  by  the  opening  of  the  streets, 
renders  it  necessary  to  decide,  at  this  time,  whether  the  insti¬ 
tution  shall  be  continued  in  its  present  location,  or  whether  the 
Common  Council  will  appropriate  other  land  for  this  purpose. 
If  it  is  to  be  removed,  now  is  the  most  favorable  time  to  do  so, 
and  it  can  now  be  done  at  a  much  less  expense,  than  at  a 
future  period,  when  new  buildings  shall  have  been  erected. 
As  to  the  propriety  of  removing  from  its  pfesent  location,  your 
Committee  have  heard  but  one  opinion,  and  that  in  favor  of 
the  measure.  It  would  be  unwise  to  continue  such  an  estab¬ 
lishment  in  the  centre  of  that  portion  of  the  city  so  rapidly  im¬ 
proving,  and  on  pieces  of  land  which  are  divided  by  the  streets 
into  such  small  parcels ;  and  experience  has  proved  that  it 
would  be  much  better  for  the  institution  to  be  located  near  the 
river,  than  in  the  centre  of  the  island. 

Your  Committee  are  unanimous  in  the  opinion,  that  this  in¬ 
stitution  ought  to  be  removed  from  its  present  location. 

The  remaining  questions  are,  to  what  place  it  should  be  re¬ 
moved,  and  to  what  extent  the  Common  Council  should  advance 
funds  for  that  purpose  1 

It  must  be  remembered  that  this  institution  has  now  under 
its  charge  between  200  and  250  children,  most  of  whom  are 
Sent  there  by  the  public  authorities  of  this  city ;  and  who,  if 
not  received  by  them,  would  be  the  occupants  of  our  prisons. 
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Of  the  wisdom  of  continuing  an  institution  of  this  character, 
there  can  be  no  doubt ;  and  economy,  on  the  part  of  the  city, 
requires  the  public  authorities  to  preserve  it.  Satisfied  of  the 
necessity  of  an  institution  of  this  kind,  and  deeming  the  city 
bound  in  justice  to  pay  a  portion  of  the  expense  of  erecting 
new  buildings,  your  Committee  have  endeavoured  to  select  a 
location,  free  from  the  objections  which  exist  against  the  pre¬ 
sent  one,  and  one  which,  at  the  same  time,  would  be  satisfac¬ 
tory  to  the  Managers.  Several  locations  have  been  proposed 
on  the  public  property,  in  different  parts  of  the  island,  and  have 
been  examined  by  the  Committee  of  the  House  of  Refuge ;  and 
after  much  deliberation,  they  have  selected  the  spot  now  occu¬ 
pied  by  the  Fever  Hospital,  as  the  one  best  calculated  for  the 
purpose,  and  one  which  can  be  appropriated  to  this  purpose, 
at  the  least  expense.  The  present  building,  which  will  be  va¬ 
cated  as  soon  as  the  Lunatic  Asylum  shall  be  completed,  can 
be  altered  for  these  purposes  at  little  expense,  and  will  save  a 
large  amount  of  money  which  would  be  required  for  the  erec¬ 
tion  of  one  of  similar  dimensions.  In  addition  to  this  building, 
one  other  will  be  required  for  females,  besides  workshops  and 
other  edifices,  as  will  appear  from  the  annexed  statement  of 
the  Committee  of  that  institution.  Should  the  establish¬ 
ment  be  removed  to  any  vacant  place  where  all  the  buildings 
must  be  erected,  the  expense  would  be  greatly  increased. 

Your  Committee  are  of  opinion,  that,  under  all  the  circum¬ 
stances,  it  is  advisable  to  appropriate  this  piece  of  ground, 
now  occupied  by  the  Fever  Hospital,  for  this  purpose.  The 
land,  now  occupied  by  the  House  of  Refuge,  is  far  more  valu¬ 
able,  and  will  continue  to  increase  in  value ;  and  if  the  Com¬ 
mon  Council  should  take  it  for  public  purposes,  the  expense 
would  probably  be  great. 

The  only  objection  which  has  been  urged  against  this  mea¬ 
sure,  is,  that  it  may  possibly  injure  the  public  property  ad¬ 
joining,  if  it  should  be  sold.  To  this  objection  your  Committee 
reply,  that  if  an  establishment  of  this  kind  should  be  injurious 
to  the  neighboring  property,  there  is  much  more  propriety  in 
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placing  it  near  the  public  property  than  that  of  private  per¬ 
sons.  The  injury,  in  the  one  case,  would  fall  on  the  public, 
and  be  equally  borne  by  all ;  while,  in  the  other  case,  it  would 
only  fall  on  those  who  were  the  owners  of  the  property 
injured. 

As  to  the  amount  which  would  be  needed  to  erect  the  neces¬ 
sary  buildings,  the  Committee  refer  to  the  annexed  estimate 
of  the  Committee  of  that  Corporation.  The  buildings  now  own¬ 
ed  by  them,  are  estimated  to  have  cost  upwards  of  $80,000. 
The  amount,  which  they  suppose  will  be  needed  by  them,  will 
be  $50,000.  Of  this,  the  greater  part  must  be  paid  by  the 
Common  Council. 

Feeling  satisfied  that  the  interests  of  the  city  require  the 
removal ;  and,  at  the  same  time,  that  this  Institution  should 
be  continued,  your  Committee  think  that  it  would  be  proper 
for  the  Common  Council  to  erect  the  necessary  buildings ;  upon 
the  conditions  that  the  same  should  belong  to  the  city,  if  they 
should  ever  cease  to  be  used  for  these  purposes. 

The  present  buildings  will  be  of  no  use  after  the  institution 
is  removed,  and  your  Committee  recommend  that  the  materi¬ 
als  of  which  they  are  composed,  be  used  by  the  Managers  as 
far  as  can  be  done,  in  the  erection  of  new  buildings.  With 
these  materials  and  the  amount  received  by  them  from  the 
insurance  on  the  building  destroyed,  your  Committee  hope 
that  $40,000  will  be  sufficient  to  erect  the  buildings  required  ; 
and  they  recommend  the  appropriation,  at  the  present  time> 
of  that  sum  to  this  purpose.  This  will  only  be  drawn  for  by 
the  Managers,  as  required  for  the  buildings  to  be  erected,  and 
is  to  be  wholly  applied  to  their  erection. 

Your  Committee  offer  the  following  resolutions  : 

Resolved,  That  the  plot  of  ground  bounded  by  the  1st  ave¬ 
nue,  23d  and  24th  streets,  and  extending  to  a  line  parallel  to 
the  avenue  on  the  easterly  side,  and  distant  therefiom  500  feet, 
be  appropriated  to  the  use  of  the  House  of  Refuge,  and  that 
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a  lease  be  executed  to  the  Society  for  the  Reformation  of  Ju¬ 
venile  Delinquents,  in  the  City  of  New  York,  of  the  same, 
upon  the  following  conditions  : 

1st.  That  the  land  shall  be  used  for  no  other  purpose  than 
the  objects  for  which  they  are  incorporated. 

2d.  That  whenever  the  lessees  shall  cease  to  use  the  same 
for  these  purposes,  the  lease  shall  be  at  an  end,  and  the  land 
and  buildings,  and  improvements  thereon,  shall  revert  to,  and 
be  the  property  of  the  Mayor,  Aldermen  and  Commonalty  of 
the  City  of  New  York. 

Resolved,  That  such  lease  shall  not  be  delivered  to  the  said 
Corporation  until  they  shall  execute  and  deliver  to  the  Comp¬ 
troller  a  full  release  of  all  their  right,  title  and  interest  to  the 
land  now  held  and  occupied  by  them,  at  the  junction  of  the 
Bloomingdale  and  Post  roads,  to  be  approved  of  by  the  Coun¬ 
sel,  excepting  the  buildings  thereon,  which  are  to  be  removed 
by  them  therefrom,  and  may  be  occupied  as  they  now  are 
until  otherwise  ordered  by  the  Common  Council. 

Resolved,  That  possession  of  the  Fever  Hospital  shall  be 
reserved  to  the  Corporation  of  this  City,  until  they  shall  erect 
the  necessary  buildings  for  the  accommodation  of  the  persons 
who  are  now  kept  therein,  and  that  the  residue  of  the  land 
above  described,  may  be  occupied  by  the  Managers  of  the 
House  of  Refuge,  for  the  purpose  of  erecting  the  necessary 
buildings  forthwith. 

Resolved,  That  the  sum  of  #40,000,  or  so  much  thereof  as 
shall  be  required  for  that  purpose,  be  appropriated  for  the 
erection  of  the  necessary  buildings,  on  the  said  land,  to  be 
drawn  for  by  the  said  Managers,  as  the  same  shall  from  time 
time  to  time  be  required,  and  to  be  applied  solely  to  the  erec¬ 
tion  and  alteration  of  buildings  and  walls  on  the  said  premises, 
and  preparing  the  same  for  the  use  of  the  Institution. 
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Resolved.,  That  the  foregoing  resolutions  shall  be  void  and 
of  no  effect,  unless  the  Society  for  the  Reformation  of  Juve¬ 
nile  Delinquents,  in  the  City  of  New  York,  shall,  within  thirty 
days  after  the  passage  of  these  resolutions,  file,  with  the  Comp¬ 
troller,  their  written  assent  and  agreement  to  the  terms  and 
conditions  contained  therein,  on  their  part,  under  the  seal  of 
such  Corporation. 

Respectfully  submitted. 

D.  P.  INGRAHAM,  ) 

AARON  CLARK, 

D.  BANKS, 


Select 

Committee. 
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Extract  from  the  Minutes. 

At  a  Special  Meeting  of  the  Managers  of  the  Society  for 
the  Reformation  of  J  uvenile  Delinquents,  held  at  Public  School 
Room  No.  1,  on  Wednesday  evening,  23d  November,  1836; 
on  motion,  it  was 

Resolved,  That  Stephen  Allen,  Robert  C.  Cornell,  Henry 
J.  Wyckoff,  James  Lovett,  Samuel  Stevens,  John  R.  Town¬ 
send  and  William  W.  Fox,  be,  and  they  are  hereby  authorized, 
to  make  a  final  arrangement  with  the  Common  Council,  or  with 
persons  duly  authorized  by  them,  for  the  removal  of  the  House 
of  Refuge  from  its  present  site,  to  that  now  known  as  the 
Fever  Hospital ;  and  that  they  be  also  authorized,  in  the  event 
of  removal  being  agreed  upon,  to  employ  workmen,  either  by 
contract  or  otherwise,  to  make  such  alterations  in  the  present 
building  and  enclosure,  and  to  erect  such  additional  buildings 
as  may  be  required,  for  the  accommodation  of  the  children  un¬ 
der  the  charge  of  the  Managers,  and  for  the  use  of  the  Offi¬ 
cers  of  the  Institution. 


JOHN  R.  TOWNSEND, 
Secretary. 
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ESTIMATES 


For  building  the  competent  number  of  cells  or 

dormitories  in  the  Fever  Hospital  .  $8,500  00 

For  the  additional  walls  necessary  .  9,500  00 

Alterations  in  the  building  necessary  for  the 
accommodation  of  the  Superintendent  and 

family  .  3,000  00 

A  new  building  to  be  erected  for  the  accommo¬ 
dation  of  female  subjects .  25,000  00 

Building  cisterns,  wells,  stables,  fixtures,  and  mak¬ 
ing  garden,  &c. — say  .  4,000  00 


$50,000  00 


The  terms  upon  which  the  House  of  Refuge  can  be  re¬ 
moved  to  the  site  now  occupied  by  the  Fever  Hospital,  are  as 
follows : 

If  the  Corporation  will  pay  the  Managers  $50,000,  in  cash, 
(the  said  Managers  to  retain  and  remove  so  much  of  the  ma¬ 
terials  in  the  walls  and  buildings,  now  occupied  by  them,  as 
thev  may  deem  proper,)  and  will  give  them  a  lease  of  the 
ground  between  23d  and  24th  streets,  and  between  the  1st 
avenue  and  the  East  River,  on  the  terms,  that  the  said  pro¬ 
perty  shall  be  possessed  and  held  by  them,  the  said  Managers, 
so  long  as  it  is  occupied  as  a  House  of  Refuge ;  then  the  So¬ 
ciety  for  the  Reformation  of  Juvenile  Delinquents  will,  as  soon 


631 


[Doc.  No.  94 

as  they  are  placed  in  possession  of  the  new  site,  and  can  pre¬ 
pare  it  for  the  subjects  under  the  charge  of  the  Managers,  re¬ 
move  their  present  establishment  to  the  said  ground,  now  oc¬ 
cupied  by  the  Fever  Hospital,  and  will  relinquish  all  claim  to 
the  ground  they  now  occupy. 

STEPHEN  ALLEN, 
ROBERT  C.  CORNELL, 
SAMUEL  STEVENS, 
WILLIAM  W.  FOX, 

HENRY  J.  WYCKOFF, 
JOHN  R.  TOWNSEND, 
JAMES  LOVETT. 

New  York,  December  2,  1836. 
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STATEMENT 

Of  Receipts  by  the  Society  for  the  Reformation  of  Juvenile 
Delinquents,  from  January  1835,  to  January,  1836. 

Donations,  subscriptions,  &c . $24,449  81 

Legacies,  grants,  &c. .  5,500  00 

Received  from  Ins.  Comp,  loss  by  fire  394  50 
Received  from  Finance  Committee  of 

Society .  2,482  82— $32,827  13 

Cash  for  labor  of  the  children .  29,036  70 

“  for  sales  of  manufactured  goods  4,588  10 - 33,624  80 

Grants  by  the  Legislature  of  the  State : 

From  the  State  Treasury .  12,000  00 

Marine  Hospital  Fund .  98,400  00 

Tax  on  Theatres  and  Circuses.  12,500  00 

Tax  on  Tavern  Licenses .  9,232  50 

From  City  Excise  Fund .  20,000  00 — 152,132  50 

Corporation  of  the  City  of  New  York. 

Donation  towards  erecting  a  Colored  Re¬ 
fuge  . - .  5,000  00 

$223,584  43 


The  above  sum  of  $223,584  has  been  expended,  up  to  1st 
January,  1836 — for  buildings  and  repairs — food  and  provisions, 
and  clothing  for  the  children — salaries  to  the  officers  of  the 
institution  for  superintendence,  tuition,  &c.  &c. 

[From  Records.] 

December  1,  1836. 


ROBT.  C.  CORNELL. 


Doe.  NTo.  94.] 
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STATEMENT 

Of  the  number  of  Children  received  into  the  Refuge,  and  the 
Counties  sent  from. 

COUNTIES. 

(  Court  of  Sessions,  .  170 

New  York,  5  Police .  836 

(  Commissioners  of  Alms  House,  483 — 1489 

Kings,  .  34 

Albany . . . 75 

M  unroe . IP 

Washington,  . 3 

Greene,  .  4 

Rensselaer,  .  9 

Tom  pkins, . . ••,'••••  * 

Livingston . •  * 

Orange,  .  7 

West  Chester . 1 

Suffolk . 1 

Dutchess, . 2 

Ulster, . 1 

Schenectady, . •  4 

Oneida,  . . • .  2 

Genessee, .  3 

Erie,  .  7 

Herkimer,  .  1 

Otsego,  . . 1 

Schoharrie,  .  2 

Madison .  4 

Saratoga .  2 

Niagara . 1 

State  Prison  at  Auburn .  6 

State  Prison  at  Sing  Sing,  . . .  1 

United  States  Court, .  1 

1678 


County  of  New  York, 
All  other  Counties,  . . 


1489 

189—1678 
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New  York,  January  26,  1837. 

Daniel  P.  Ingraham,  Esq. 

Dear  Sir, — The  Committee  from  the  House  of  Refuge  have 
had  under  consideration  the  proposition  of  your  Committee, 
respecting  the  future  site  to  which  the  said  establishment  may 
be  removed,  and  have  concluded  to  accept  the  proposition — 
namely,  that  so  much  of  the  block  of  ground  lying  between 
23d  and  24th  streets,  and  the  1st  and  avenue  A,  as  contains 
the  width  of  197  feet  6  inches,  and  extending  from  the  1st 
avenue  500  feet  in  depth,  be  conveyed  to  the  Managers  of 
the  House  of  Refuge ;  to  be  held  by  them  so  long  as  it  shall 
be  used  for  the  purpose  of  reforming  juvenile  delinquents ;  and 
that  the  remainder  of  the  said  block  of  113  feet  in  depth  may 
be  used  by  them  until  it  shall  be  wanted  for  the  purpose  of 
erecting  a  Public  Market  thereon.  The  said  conveyance  to  be 
made  upon  the  principles  and  payments  to  be  made  to  the 
Managers,  contained  in  the  proposition  made  by  this  Com¬ 
mittee,  now  in  the  possession  of  your  Committee. 


Respectfully,  yours, 


STEPHEN  ALLEN, 
JAMES  LOVETT, 
ROBT.  C.  CORNELL. 
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DOCUMEM!  NO.  95. 


BOARD  OF  ALDERMEN, 


JANUARY  23,  1837. 


Report  of  the  Superintendent  of  Lamps  and  Gas,  upon  the 
resolution  offered  by  Alderman  Clark.  Referred  to  the 
Committee  on  Lamps  and  Gas. 

THOMAS  BOLTON,  Clerk. 


Resolved,  That  the  Superintendent  of  Lamps  and  Gas  be 
requested  to  report  to  this  Board  the  reasons  why  Whitehall 
street,  Liberty  street,  Cedar  street,  and  other  streets  in  the  1st 
ward,  have  not  yet  been  lighted  with  gas  by  the  New  York  Gas 
Company,  and  that  he  set  forth  what  course  that  Company 
have  determined  to  take  in  the  premises,  and  the  reasons  they 
give  therefor,  and  what  is  required  of  this  city  to  obtain  such 
light. 


The  Superintendent  of  Lamps  and  Gas,  in  compliance  with 
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a  resolution  of  the  Board  of  Aldermen,  requesting  him  to  state 
the  reasons  why  Whitehall,  Cedar,  Liberty,  and  other  streets 
in  the  1st.  ward,  are  not  lighted  with  gas,  by  the  New  York 
Gas  Light  Company,  and  to  set  forth  what  course  said  Com¬ 
pany  have  determined  to  take  in  the  premises,  the  reasons  they 
give  therefor,  and  what  is  required  of  this  city  to  obtain  such 
light,  respectfully  submits  the  following 

HEPOR T : 

That,  by  a  resolution  of  the  Common  Council,  passed  May 
the  14th,  1835,  Whitehall  street,  from  Broadway  to  Whitehall 
street  slip,  was  ordered  to  be  lighted  with  gas.  Agreeably 
with  said  resolution,  and  in  conformity  with  the  resolution  of 
the  Common  Council,  passed  July  the  3d,  1835,  designating 
the  order  in  which  the  several  streets,  then  directed  to  be  light¬ 
ed  with  gas,  should  be  so  lighted,  the  posts  were  erected  in 
Whitehall  street;  and  on  the  8th  of  July,  1836,  notice  thereof 
was  given  by  the  Superintendent,  to  the  New  York  Gas 
Light  Company ;  and  also,  that  they  were  required  to  furnish 
gas  to  said  posts. 

The  objection,  at  that  time,  made  by  the  New  York  Gas 
Light  Company,  to  furnish  the  beforenamed  posts  with  gas, 
was,  that  their  mains  did  not  extend  through  the  whole  line  of 
said  street.  Subsequent  to  this,  posts  having  been  erected  in 
Cedar  and  other  streets,  on  the  20th  August,  1836,  I  again 
notified  the  New  York  Gas  Light  Company  to  furnish  gas  to 
the  posts  in  Whitehall  street,  and  also  to  Cedar  and  other 
Streets ;  and  on  the  23d  of  August,  I  received  a  letter  from 
the  President  of  the  New  York  Gas  Light  Company,  stating 
that  the  Company  was  prepared  to  furnish  gas  to  all  the  posts 
mentioned  in  my  note  of  the  20th,  and  would  do  it  immediate¬ 
ly,  provided  I  would  audit  their  bills  for  the  expense  of  mak¬ 
ing  the  connexions.  This  I  promptly  and  positively  refused 
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to  do,  and  so  informed  the  President  of  the  Company,  and  gave 
notice  to  the  Company,  that  should  they  continue  to  neglect 
furnishing  the  posts  named,  with  gas,  I  should,  upon  the  reas¬ 
sembling  of  the  Common  Council,  lay  before  them  a  statement 
of  the  whole  matter  for  their  consideration  and  direction:  And 
at  the  second  meeting  of  the  Common  Council,  after  the  recess, 
I  made  a  communication  to  both  Boards,  in  which  the  whole 
matter,  with  copies  of  the  correspondence  between  the  Presi¬ 
dent  of  the  New  York  Gas  Light  Company  and  myself,  was 
submitted,  which  communication  was  referred  to  the  Commit¬ 
tees  on  Lamps  and  Gas,  before  whom  the  President  of  the 
Company  appeared,  and  partially  agreed  to  proceed  with  mak¬ 
ing  the  connexions  in  the  several  streets  in  which  posts  were 
erected. 

In  Whitehall  street,  as  the  Company’s  mains  did  not  extend 
through  the  whole  of  said  street,  only  detached  sections  of  the 
posts  was  furnished  with  gas ;  and  as  only  a  partial  light  could 
be  obtained,  I  declined  lighting  any  until  the  whole  was  com¬ 
pleted. 

In  relation  to  Cedar  street,  (although  the  Company,  in  Au¬ 
gust,  admitted  their  ability  to  supply  gas  to  all  the  posts  they 
had  been  required  to  furnish,  upon  the  terms  then  named,)  a 
new  obstacle  was  presented,  which  was  the  insufficiency  of 
the  mains  then  in  the  street,  to  supply  the  quantity  of  gas  re¬ 
quired  ;  and  a  delay  of  some  two  or  three  weeks  was  asked, 
in  order  that  the  Company  might  lay  down  mains  of  sufficient 
capacity.  To  this  I  consented,  but,  although  three  months 
have  elapsed,  no  step  (to  my  knowledge)  has  been  taken  by 
the  Company,  to  relay  the  mains  in  said  street,  and  the  season 
is  now  so  far  advanced  that  it  cannot  be  done  before  next 
spring.  In  Liberty  street,  west  of  Broadway,  there  are  no 
mains,  and  that  part  south  of  Broadway,  having  recently  been 
widened,  was  in  a  condition  that  rendered  it  almost  impos¬ 
sible  to  erect  the  posts. 
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As  to  what  course  the  Company  have  determined  to  take  in 
the  premises,  it  is  impossible  for  me  to  state,  further  than  from 
experience  ;  it  appears  to  be  the  settled  policy  of  the  Company 
to  delay,  and,  if  possible,  avoid  lighting  the  public  lamps  with 
gas. 

In  relation  to  what  is  required  of  the  city  to  obtain  such 
light,  it  will  appear  by  the  contract  entered  into  by  the  Cor¬ 
poration  of  the  City  of  New  York,  and  the  New  \  ork  Gas 
Light  Company,  that  the  Company  shall,  from  and  after  the 
12th  day  of  May,  1828,  and  during  the  residue  of  the  term 
of  their  grant,  cause  pipes  of  sufficient  capacity  for  conducting 
gas  to  be  laid,  and  shall  also  manufacture,  or  cause  to  be  ma¬ 
nufactured  and  supplied  in  the  most  approved  manner,  suffi¬ 
cient  quantities  of  gas  of  the  best  quality,  for  well  and  suffi¬ 
ciently  lighting  the  streets,  parts  of  streets  and  public  places, 
and  the  public  lamps  and  houses  adjoining  or  to  adjoin  all  and 
singular  the  streets,  and  parts  of  streets,  lying  south  of  the  line 
of  Grand  street,  at  such  periods  as  the  Corporation,  after  the 
said  12th  day  of  May,  1828,  shall,  from  time  to  time,  either 
by  resolution  or  by  law,  reasonably  require  the  said  Company 
so  to  light.  From  this,  it  does  appear  that  all  that  is  required, 
in  order  to  have  the  public  lamps  lighted  with  gas,  is  a  rigid 
enforcement  of  the  terms  of  the  contract. 

The  subject  of  having  the  streets  well  lighted,  whether  re¬ 
garded  as  a  matter  of  convenience  or  protection,  is  one  of 
great  importance,  and  in  which  all  are  interested.  That  lamps 
sufficiently  supplied  with  gas,  possess  a  decided  advantage 
over  any  other  light,  is  generally  admitted  ;  and  it  is  also  true 
that  the  price  paid  by  the  Corporation  for  furnishing  gas  to  the 
public  lamps  does  not  cover  the  cost  of  the  gas  to  the  Com¬ 
pany  ;  and  to  this  fact,  doubtless,  is  attributable  the  delay  attend- 
ant  on  lighting  the  public  lamps  with  gas.  If,  therefore,  the 
Common  Council  are  of  the  opinion  that  the  privileges  granted 
to  the  New  York  Gas  Company  are  equivalent  to  the  loss  by 


641 


[Doc.  No.  95. 

them  sustained,  in  lighting  the  public  lamps,  it  would  seem 
but  just  that  the  Company  should  strictly  comply  with  the 
terms  of  the  contract ;  but  if  the  terms  of  the  contract  shall  be 
considered  partial  and  oppressive,  such  alteration  or  amend¬ 
ments  to  the  contract  should  be  made  as  would  secure  to  the 
citizens  the  advantage  of  sufficient  light  in  the  public  streets. 

All  which  is  respectfully  submitted. 

ALLAN  M  SNIFFEN, 
Superintendent  of  Lamps  and  Gas. 

January  5,  1837. 


•>•  Wuj  '/  "i  '  1  : 
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DOCUMENT  NO.  96. 


BOARD  OF  ALDEBMEi\, 

FEBRUARY  15,  1837. 


Report  of  the  Street  Committee,  in  favor  of  extending 
Chapel  street  to  Greenwich  street.  Laid  on  the  table  and 
ordered  to  he  printed. 

THOMAS  BOUTON,  Clerk. 


The  Street  Committee,  to  whom  was  referred  the  annexed 
petitions  and  remonstrances  relative  to  extending  Chapel 
street,  from  Barclay  to  Greenwich  street,  respectfully 

REPORT: 

That  they  have  held  a  meeting  on  this  subject,  at  which  all 
parties  interested  were  invited  to  attend.  The  petitioners  de¬ 
sire  that  Chapel  street  may  be  extended  the  same  width  as 
College  place,  and  that  the  upper  line  be  continued  until  it 
strikes  Greenwich  street,  a  little  south  of  Fulton  street ;  also, 
that  the  small  triangle  which  will  be  left  between  the  new 
street  and  Greenwich  street  be  thrown  open.  They  aver  that 
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the  extension  of  Chapel  street  is  necessary  to  carry  out  the 
improvements  that  have  already  been  made  in  that  street. 
That  a  principal  object  in  widening  Chapel  street  was  the 
attainment  of  a  thoroughfare,  with  a  view  to  relieving  Broad¬ 
way,  and  that  the  said  thoroughfare  will  be  incomplete  unless 
extended  to  Greenwich  street.  The  remonstrants  considered 
the  improvement  to  be  unnecessary ;  that  the  accommodations 
afforded  by  Greenwich  street,  Church  street,  and  Broadway, 
are  all  sufficient,  without  the  extension  of  Chapel  street,  and 
that  the  expense,  in  their  opinion,  will  exceed  any  benefit  to 
be  derived. 

The  Committee,  after  having  deliberated  upon  this  subject, 
consider  the  extension  of  Chapel  street  to  be  a  very  desirable 
improvement.  They  believe  that  the  present  and  future  wants 
of  the  city,  render  it  expedient  to  enlarge,  and  otherwise, inon 
prove  the  avenues  into  the  city,  whenever  practicable.  They 
believe  that  the  proposed  improvement  is  highly  feasible,  and 
that  it  will  add  greatly  to  the  value  of  property  on  Chapel  and 
Greenwich  streets.  The  Committee  offer  the  following  reso¬ 
lutions  : 

Resolved,  That  Chapel  street  be  extended,  from  Barclay 
street  to  Greenwich  street,  and  that  the  small  triangle  formed 
between  the  new  street  and  Greenwich  street,  be  thrown  open, 
agreeable  to  the  accompanying  map. 

Resolved,  That  the  Counsel  of  the  Corporation  be,  and  he  is 
hereby  directed  to  take  the  proper  measures  to  carry  this  re¬ 
solution  into  effect. 

EDWARD  TAYLOR, 

R.  R.  WARD, 

NEHEMIAH  WATERBURY. 


DOCUMENT  NO.  97. 


BOARD  OF  ALDEHME1V, 

FEBRUARY  15,  1837. 


Report  of  the  Committee  on  Police,  on  the  Complaint  jn  e- 
ferred  against  Daniel  Lyon.  Laid  on  the  table,  and  or¬ 
dered  to  be  printed  for  the  use  of  the  Members. 

THOMAS  BOLTON,  Clerk. 


The  Police  Committee,  to  whom  was  referred  the  charges 
preferred  against  Daniel  Lyon,  Keeper  of  the  Bridewell,  by 
William  M.  Howell,  respectfully 

REPORT: 

That  they  have  given  the  subject  that  careful  attention  which 
the  grave  nature  of  the  charges  preferred,  the  character  of 
the  officer  complained  of,  and  a  due  regard  to  the  public  in¬ 
terests  require. 

They  present  in  their  report,  the  charges  made,  the  sub¬ 
stance  of  the  testimony,  and  the  conclusion  to  which  the  Com- 
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mittee  have  arrived,  in  order  that  the  Board  may  pass  under- 
standingly  on  the  subject  presented  for  their  consideration. 

The  charges  are — 

1st.  That  the  said  Daniel  Lyon  has  been  in  the  constant 
habit  of  manufacturing  articles,  and  of  taking  some  of  them 
beyond  the  walls  and  disposing  of  them  for  his  own  aggran¬ 
dizement,  to  wit  :  sleighs,  waggons,  chests,  wash  stands,  work 
tables,  &c. 

2d.  That  he  raised  vegetables,  and  carried  them  beyond  the 
walls,  to  compensate  those  who  were  sycophantic  or  base 
enough  to  win  the  degrading  title  of  favorite. 

3d.  That  he  has  been  in  the  habit  of  buying  and  selling  swine 
and  poultry  which  were  fattened  on  the  public  grain. 

4th.  That  he  had  suffered  fuel  to  be  taken  from  the  public 
supply  for  the  use  of  the  Bridewell,  and  connived  at  it  when 
done. 

5th.  He  had  also  a  variety  of  goods  obtained  at  the  burnt 
district,  which  the  complainant  believes  were  procured  in  a 
manner  not  calculated  to  remove  the  impression  produced  by 
other  charges. 

The  proof,  as  to  the  first  charge  was,  that  some  of  the 
Watchmen  employed  at  the  Bridewell  had  seen  workmen  mak¬ 
ing  sleighs,  fitting  a  waggon  box  to  a  sleigh,  and  also  seen 
some  tables  and  wash  stands  that  were  made  at  the  establish¬ 
ment.  The  witnesses  could  not  state  that  the  materials  used, 
belonged  to  the  public,  or  that  the  labor  was  gratuitous. 

It  was  testified  by  the  mechanic,  who  was  at  the  time  an 
inmate  of  the  establishment,  that  prior  to  his  leaving  Bellevue, 
he  received  from  Mr.  Lyon  four  dollars  and  a  suit  of  clothes 
as  a  compensation  for  his  services,  with  which  he  professed  to 
be  well  satisfied.  The  Physician  to  the  establishment  also 
stated  to  the  Committee,  that  he  was  with  Mr.  Lyon  when  he 
purchased  materials  for  two  sleighs  ;  and  that  one  was  made 
for  himself  and  the  other  for  Mr.  Lyon.  The  wash  stands 
and  tables  are,  it  is  said,  now  in  use  at  the  establishment,  and 
were  not  removed  from  there. 
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Lvnn^V*10"^’  i"1  SUpport  op  second  charge,  that  Mr. 
or  swiinftT  T  u  °f  SW,'ne  Which  Were  fcd  from  the  «»u*( 
at  h‘  1  S  ’  that  be]on=ed  t0  llim  and  were  disposed  of 
at  h»  pleasure  It  was  also  stated  to  the  Committee,  by  the 

priviLT  f  V  of  the  Alms  House,  that  the 

the  m?h  f  u  6P,ng  h°gS>  and  lbedinS  them  the  wash  of 
the  mush  tubs,  was  sanctioned  by  the  Commissioners,  and  had 
been  sold  by  the  Keeper  of  the  Bridewell  for  a  number  of 
years.  He  also  stated,  that  in  the  fall,  the  Commissioners  had 
ordered  twenty-five  bushels  of  corn,  the  produce  of  the  Lon* 
Is  and  farms,  to  be  given  to  the  Keeper  of  the  Bellevue  Hos°- 
pt  al  and  Bridewell,  and  also  to  the  Keeper  of  Blackwell's 
Island,  for  their  own  use. 

As  to  the  third  charge,  it  was  admitted  by  Mr.  Lyon  that 
he  had  occasionally  sent  to  his  friends  or  family  vegetables 
raised  in  the  garden.  This  was  claimed  as  a  privilege  that 
had  been  enjoyed  by  his  predecessors,  and  had  been  sanctioned 
by  the  Commissioners  of  the  Alms  House,  as  was  testified 
to  before  the  Committee. 

As  to  the  fourth  charge,  it  was  stated  by  a  Watchman,  that 
on  one  occasion,  when  on  duty,  he  saw  a  person  go  out  of  the 
gate  with  a  half  bushel  basket  of  coal ;  but  it  did  not  appear 
whether  this  was  done  with  the  knowledge  or  sanction  of  Mr. 
Lyon. 


As  to  the  last  charge,  it  was  clearly  proved  that  a  quantity 
of  burnt  goods  were  taken  to  the  Alms  House  after  the  great 
fire,  and  that  some  of  them  were  appropriated  by  Mr.  Lyon 
and  family  to  their  own  use,  and  also  to  the  making  of  cover¬ 
lids,  &c.  for  the  use  of  the  establishment.  In  behalf  of  Mr. 
Lyon,  Justice  Hopson  stated,  that  in  consequence  of  an  ac¬ 
cumulation  of  a  large  quantity  of  unclaimed  burnt  goods  in 
the  Police  Office,  some  of  which  retained  fire,  serious  appre¬ 
hensions  were  entertained  for  the  safety  of  the  building,  and 
that  consequently  the  Commissioners  of  the  Alms  House,  and 
the  Police  Justices,  were  desirous  to  have  them  removed  as 
expeditiously  as  possible  ;  that  with  a  view  to  their  immedi- 
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ate  removal,  they  were  distributed  amongst  a  number  of  per- 
sons,  and  some  of  them  to  Mr.  Lyon,  with  directions  to  take 
them  away  forthwith,  and  to  dispose  of  them  as  he  pleased. 

Such  is  substantially  the  testimony  that  was  given  on  this 
subject.  The  Committee  regret  that  charges  of  so  serious  a 
nature,  involving  reputation,  standing  and  office,  should  have 
been  preferred  without  mature  reflection  aud  due  examination. 

All  the  witnesses  that  were  produced  on  the  part  of  the  com¬ 
plainant,  had  been  discharged  for  some  alleged  violation  of 
duty,  and  appeared  to  entertain  unfriendly  feelings  towards 
Mr.  Lyon.  They  did  not  establish  the  truth  of  the  com¬ 
plaint  against  him  in  one  particular.  Under  these  circum¬ 
stances  the  Committee  cannot  report  that  any  one  of  the  charges 
has  been  sustained  by  proof,  or  that  any  thing  has  been  de¬ 
veloped  in  the  course  of  the  investigation,  that  is  at  all  calcu¬ 
lated  to  affect  the  standing  or  character  of  Mr  Lyon. 

They  offer  for  adoption  the  following  resolution  : 

Resolved,  That  the  charges  preferred  against  Daniel  Lyon, 
as  Keeper  of  the  City  Bridewell,  by  William  M.  Howell,  have 
not  been  sustained  by  proof,  and  that  the  Committee  be  dis¬ 
charged  from  any  further  consideration  of  the  subject. 

NEHEMIAH  WATERBURY, 
THOMAS  S.  BRADY. 


DOCUMENT  NO.  98. 


BO  AMD  OF  ALDERMEN, 

FEBRUARY  15,  1837. 


Report  of  the  Street  Committee,  in  favor  of  concurring  with 
the  Board  of  Assistant  Aldermen,  to  widen  Thames  street 
between  Broadway  and  Greenwich  street  Laid  on  the 
table  and  ordered  to  be  printed. 

THOMAS  BOLTON,  Clerk. 


The  Street  Committee,  to  whom  was  referred  the  annexed 
papers,  from  the  Board  of  Assistant  Aldermen,  relative  to  ex¬ 
tending  Pine  street,  through  Trinity  Church  yard,  and  relative 
to  widening  Thames,  street  respectfully 

REPORT: 

That  they  have  had  this  subject  under  consideration  a  long 
time,  and  have  found  some  difficulty  in  making  up  their  minds, 
as  to  the  proper  improvement  to  be  adopted. 

Three  propositions  have  been  considered  by  the  Committee ; 
one  to  extend  Pine  street  to  Greenwich  street,  through  Tri- 
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liitv  Church  yard  ;  another  to  widen  Thames  street,  as  peti¬ 
tioned  for,  fifteen  feet,  making  Thames  street  thirty-five  feet  in 
width  ;  and  a  third,  to  widen  Thames  street,  so  as  to  take  all 
the  ground  between  it  and  the  Trinity  Church,  line,  making  a 
thoroughfare  of  sixty  feet,  on  Broardway,  , 

With  a  view  to  ascertain  the  opinions  of  those  interested,  the 
Committee  held  meetings,  at  which  the  parties  were  invited 
to  be  present;  when  it  was  conceded  by  all,  except  those  on 
Pine  street,  that  some  improvement  was  necessary ;  those  in¬ 
terested,  west  of  Broadway,  were  exceedingly  anxious  that 
something  should  be  done.  They  set  forth,  that  much  incon¬ 
venience,  and  depreciation  in  the  value  of  property  has  been 
experienced  in  that  section  of  the  city,  for  the  want  of  a  proper 
avenue,  to  connect  it  with  the  section  lying  east  of  Broadway. 

That  this  evil  has  long  been  felt,  and  regretted,  and  that 
plans,  that  have,  at  various  times  been  attempted  for  relief, 
have  hitherto  failed. 

The  plan  for  extending  Pine  street,  through  the  Church 
yard,  the  Committee  are  decidedly  adverse  to.  They  consider 
it  an  unnecessary  violation  of  a  burial  place  ;  as  the  object  of 
the  improvement  may  be  attained  as  well  by  either  of  the 
other  projects.  The  question  then  to  decide  is,  whether 
Thames  street,  shall  be  widened  fifteen  feet  on  the  southerly 
side,  or  to  the  line  of  the  Trinity  Church  yard.  Upon  this 
question,  those  in  favor  of  widening  Thames  street  were 
divided.  It  was  urged,  that  for  the  purpose  of  improving  the 
property  on  the  immediate  line  of  improvement,  the  widening 
of  fifteen  feet  would  be  sufficient ;  but  that  for  the  purpose  of 
a  thoroughfare,  a  greater  width  would  be  required. 

The  Committee  have  come  to  the  conclusion,  that  as  the 
widening  of  Thames  street,  is  desired  by  the  most  of  those  in¬ 
terested,  on  the  street,  and  by  those  on  Greenwich  street,  and 
west  of  it,  that  it  is  expedient  that  the  same  shall  take  place  ^ 
and  that  as  a  broad  thorougfare,  seems  to  be  desirable,  to  con-' 
neet  two  commercial  sections  of  the  city,  and  the  portion  of 
land  that  would  remain  between  Thames  street  and  the  Tri- 


651 


[Doc.  No.  98. 


nity  Church  line,  should  Thames  street  be  widened  but  fifteen 
feet,  would  be  too  narrow  for  useful  purposes,  that  it  is  expe¬ 
dient  to  take  the  whole  ground  to  the  Trinity  Church  line. 
The  Committee,  therefore  recommend  the  concurrence  in  the 
resolution  to  this  effect,  adopted  by  the  Board  of  Assistant  Al¬ 
dermen. 


EDWARD  TAYLOR, 

R.  R.  WARD, 

NEHEM1AH  WATERBURY, 


Street 

Committee, 


.  (  r  .i y  *  .  aaA’-  ::t 

■■  •  »  . .  *  *r trff  ‘ 


BOCUMEMT  MO,  9  9. 


BOARD  OF  ALDERMEN, 

FEBRUARY  15,  1837. 


Report  of  the  Street  Committee,  on  the  subject  of  changing 
the  grade  of  the  2d  avenue,  from  1 1th  to  20th  street,  and 
the  intersecting  streets  from  1st  to  3d  avenue.  Laid  on  the 
table  and  ordered  to  be  printed. 

THOMAS  BOLTON,  Clerk. 


Resolved,  That  it  be  referred  to  the  Street  Committee  to 
inquire  into  and  report  upon  the  expediency  of  elevating  the 
grade  of  the  2d  avenue,  between  11th  and  20th  streets,  and 
the  intermediate  streets  between  the  1st  and  3d  avenues. 


The  Street  Committee  to  whom  was  referred  the  accom¬ 
panying  papers,  from  the  Board  of  Assistant  Aldermen,  on  the 
subject  of  changing  the  grade  of  the  2d  avenue,  between  11th 


654 


Doc.  No.  99.] 

and  20th  streets,  and  the  intersecting  streets  between  the  1st 
and  3d  avenues,  respectfully 

REPORT: 

That  they  have  examined  the  subject,  and  that  they  concur 
with  the  Committee  of  the  Board  of  Assistant  Aldermen,  in 
their  report  on  this  subject,  and  recommend  a  concurrence  in 
the  resolution  adopted  by  that  Board. 

EDWARD  TAYLOR, 

R.  R.  WARD, 

NEHEMIAH  WATERBURY. 


document  NO.  loo. 

:aib9sag5  jpa  gaibc  fsr.t>  i.«  ,•  -s  ■.  diuofc  ilnw  oail  a  no  ,q 

, 

BOARD  OF  ALDERMEN, 

fcjflw-  sd  «  bn 


OCTOBER  31,  1838. 

..  \  ■-  « 

Report  of  the  Market  Committee  on  the  subject  of  rebuild¬ 
ing  Franklin  Market. 

J.  MORTON,  Clerk. 


The  Market  Committee,  to  whom  was  referred  the  various 
hous  and  remonstrauees,  as  well  as  the  proceedings  adopted 
by  the  Board  of  Aldermen  m  the  year  1836,  relative  tothere- 

“24  Fra”“n  a‘  °'d 


REPORT: 

That  they  have  invited  the  respective  petitioners  and  remon¬ 
strants  before  them,  and  have  heard  such  objections  as  they 
were  enabled  to  offer  against  the  rebuilding  of  said  Market. 
That  your  Committee  deem  that  it  is  due  to  the  inhabitants  of 
the  1st  ward,  that  an  accommodation  of  this  description  should 
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be  granted  to  them,  as  the  same  has  existed  for  several  years 
past,  and  its  'existence  at  Old  slip  has  been  a  public  conve¬ 
nience,  and  is  required  by  many  individuals  residing  in  the 
neighborhood  of  its  site. 

The  Committee  believe  that  a  change  in  its  location  would 
greatly  accommodate  the  residents  of  the  vicinity,  and  particu¬ 
larly  the  shipping  in  the  waters  contiguous  to,  and  south  of  Old 
slip,  and  they  therefore  recommend  the  adoption  of  the  follow¬ 
ing  resolution  : 

Resolved,  That  Franklin  Market  shall  be  rebuilt  at  Old 
slip,  on  a  line  with  South  street,  and  extending  not  exceeding 
one  hundred  and  twenty-five  feet  towards  Front  street,  and 
with  a  width  not  exceeding  thirty  feet ;  to  be  so  formed  as  to 
accommodate  on  the  ground  floor  or  basement,  a  hose  cart  or 
engine,  and  the  second  story  to  be  adapted  to  a  Sub-watch 
House,  if  it  should  be  found  necessary,  and  that  the  Committee 
on  Public  Buildings  and  Repairs  be  instructed  to  present  to 
this  Board  a  plan  for  the  erection  of  said  Market,  with  an  es¬ 
timate  of  the  expense  of  its  construction. 

F.  A.  TALLMADGE. 

SAMUEL  PURDY, 

NEHEMIAH  WATERBURY, 
JOHN  B.  SCHMELZEL, 
WILLIAM  HALL. 


DOCUMENT  MO.  101, 


BOARD  OF  ALDERMEN, 

t  th 

JANUARY  30,  1837. 


Report  of  the  finance  Committee,  on  the  petition  of  Eliza 
McCarthy,  Administratrix,  Spc.  of  Dennis  McCarthy,  de¬ 
ceased,  for  apportionment  of  rent.  Adopted  and  ordered 
to  he  printed. 

THOMAS  BOLTON,  Clerk. 


The  Finance  Committee,  to  whom  was  referred  the  petition 
of  Mrs.  Eliza  McCarthy,  praying  for  an  apportionment  of  the 
rent  reserved  upon  three  lots  of  ground  leased,  by  the  Corpo¬ 
ration,  to  her  late  husband,  Dennis  McCarthy,  Esq.,  deceased, 
respectfully 

REPORT: 

That  the  premises  referred  to  in  the  petition  were  leased  to 
Mr.  McCarthy,  as  one  piece  of  ground,  the  annual  rent  for  the 
whole,  being  $750,  for  the  term  of  twenty-one  years,  from  the 
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1st  May,  1827.  Mr.  McCarthy,  in  his  lifetime,  erected  three 
separate  brick  buildings,  upon  this  property,  which  are  now 
let  to  different  tenants,  and  are  known  as  Nos.  65  and  67 
Chatham  street,  and  No.  16  Duane  street,  respectively.  The 
petitioner,  as  the  administratrix  of  her  late  husband’s  estate,  has 
advertised  the  leasehold  interest  in  this  property  to  be  sold,  it 
being  necessary  to  make  a  distribution  of  the  estate  among 
the  parties  entitled  thereto  ;  and  she  has  been  advised  that  the 
said  houses  and  lots  will  sell  more  advantageously,  if  the  ground 
rent  reserved  upon  the  whole,  were  so  apportioned  that  each 
should  be  subject  to  a  separate  share  or  amount.  By  the  an¬ 
nexed  letter,  from  Mr.  Graham,  the  Counsel  for  Mrs.  McCar¬ 
thy,  it  is  suggested  that  such  rent  would  be  fairly  apportioned 
by  putting  $300  on  each  of  the  Chatham  street  lots  and  $150 
upon  the  Duane  street  lot. 

The  Committee,  having  duly  considered  this  application,  are 
of  opinion  that  it  is  reasonable  and  should  be  granted ;  and 
that  the  rates  of  apportionment  abovementioned,  are  fair  in 
reference  to  the  respective  value  of  each  lot.  There  can  be 
no  risk  on  the  part  of  the  Corporation,  in  agreeing  to  this  ar¬ 
rangement,  as  either  of  the  said  lots  with  its  improvements, 
would  be  good  security  for  the  whole  rent.  The  Commit¬ 
tee  therefore  recommend  the  adoption  of  the  following  resolu¬ 
tion  : 

Resolved,  That  the  said  rent  of  $750  reserved  in  the  lease 
executed  between  Dennis  McCarthy,  in  his  lifetime,  and  the 
Corporation  for  the  premises  mentioned  in  the  petition,  be  ap¬ 
portioned  in  the  manner  herein  above  stated,  and  that  the 
Counsel  prepare  such  instrument  or  agreement  as  he  may 
deem  proper  or  necessary  for  that  purpose,  and  that  the  Comp¬ 
troller  be  authorized  to  sign  the  same  on  behalf  of  the  Corpo¬ 
ration. 


D.  P.  INGRAHAM, 
D.  BANKS, 
EDWARD  TAYLOR. 


DOCUMENT  NO.  102. 


BOARD  OF  AEDERMEIV, 

JANUARY  23,  1837. 


Report  of  the  Finance  Committee,  on  the  petition  of  Isaac  M. 
Woolley,  to  have  the  boundary  lines  of  two  pieces  of  the 
common  lands  adjusted,  $c.  Adopted  and  ordered  to  he 
printed. 

THOMAS  BOLTON,  Clerk. 


The  Finance  Committee,  to  whom  was  referred  the  petition 
of  Isaac  M.  Woolley,  praying  that  the  lines  of  two  pieces  or 
blocks  of  the  common  lands,  owned  by  him,  should  be  adjusted, 
so  as  to  correspond  with  the  streets  as  now  laid  out  on  the 
map  of  the  city,  respectfully 


REPORT: 


That  the  said  pieces  of  land  are  known  on  the  map  of  the 
common  lands  by  the  Nos.  143  and  147;  and  when  the  lines 
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shall  have  been  adjusted  according  to  the  present  streets,  one 
of  the  said  pieces  will  constitute  the  block  bounded  by  78th 
and  79th  streets,  and  the  4th  and  5th  avenues;  the  other  will 
be  bounded  by  80th  and  81st  streets,  and  the  said  avenues. 
In  orde_r  to  adjust  the  lines  of  the  first  mentioned  piece,  it  will 
be  necessary  to  convey  to  Mr.  Woolley  a  strip  of  land  on  the 
northerly  side  of  his  lot,  running  from  the  4th  to  the  5th 
avenue,  and  being  57  feet  5  inches  wide  on  the  4th,  and  GO 
feet  wide  on  the  5th  avenue,  (the  said  strip  being  part  of  the 
old  street.)  and  to  receive  from  Mr.  Woolley  a  conveyance  of 
a  strip  of  land  forming  a  part  of  the  present  78th  street,  and 
being  55  feet  wide  bn  the  4th.  and  55  feet  7  inches  wide  on 
5th  avenue.  By  this  exchange  of  gores  Mr.  Woolley  will 
acquire  a  front  upon  thep  resent  79th  street,  which  is  100  feet 
wide,  and  wnich  has  been  opened.  The  gore  to  be  conveyed  to 
Mr.  Woolley  was  assessed  for  the  opening  of  79th  street  $434, 
which  assessment  was  paid  by  the  Corporation  on  the  1st  of 
November,  1827. 

The  Committee  having  considered  the  circumstances,  and 
examined  the  terms  upon  which  similar  exchanges  have  been 
already  made,  are  of  opinion  that  on  making  such  exchange 
of  gores  above  mentioned,  Mr.  Woolley  should  pay  to  the 
Corporation  the  sum  of  $125,  for  the  difference  of  value,  and 
the  said  sum  of  $434,  being  the  above  assessment  paid  by 
them,  together  with  interest  thereon,  from  the  1st  Novem¬ 
ber,  1827. 

In  order  to  adjust  the  lines  of  the  second  piece  above  men¬ 
tioned,  the  Corporation  must  convey  to  Mr.  Woolley  a  piece 
of  land  adjoining  the  southerly  side  of  81st  street,  being  106 
feet  3  inches  wide  on  the  4th  avenue,  and  108  feet  10  inches 
wide  on  the  5th  avenue ;  (which  includes  the  old  street ;)  and 
Mr.  Woolley  must  convey  to  the  Corporation  a  piece  of 
land  embracing  80th  street,  60  feet  wide,  and  a  strip  on  the 
southerly  side  thereof,  which  strip  is  41  feet  10  inches  wide  on 
the  4th,  and  44  feet  5  inches  wide  on  the  5th  avenue. 
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For  the  advantage  to  be  derived  by  Mr.  Woolley  for  this 
exchange,  the  Committee  have  agreed  upon  $125,  as  the  sum 
to  be  paid  by  him. 

The  Committee  therefore  submit  the  following  resolution : 

Resolved,  That  the  Counsel  prepare  the  proper  convey¬ 
ances  between  the  Corporation  and  Isaac  M.  Woolley,  to  carrv 
the  said  exchanges  into  effect,  upon  the  terms  mentioned  in  this 
report;  and  that  the  said  conveyances  be  executed  in  the  usual 
manner,  and  delivered,  upon  Mr.  Woolley’s  complying  with 
the  said  terms,  and  paying  the  expense  of  such  conveyances, 
for  each  respective  parcel,  after  the  Counsel  shall  have  ascer¬ 
tained  that  the  title  of  the  said  Isaac  M.  Woolley  is  good. 

D.  P.  INGRAHAM,  )  „ 

EDWARD  TAYLOR  >  Committee 
D.  BANKS,  )  0,1  France. 
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toOCUMEIST,  MO.  103. 


BOARD  OF  ALDERMEN, 

FEBRUARY  27,  1837. 


Report  of  the  select  Committee,  to  whom  was  referred  so  much 
of  the  message  of  his  Honor  the  Mayor,  as  relates  to  fur¬ 
nishing  a  supply  of  water  for  the  extinguishing  of  fires,  and 
laying  additional  pipes.  Laid  on  the  table,  and  ordered  to 
he  printed. 

THOMAS  BOLTON,  Cleft. 


Report  of  the  select  Committee,  appointed  to  take  into  con¬ 
sideration  so  much  of  the  message  .of  his  Honor  the  Mayor 
as  relates  to  supplying  the  city  with  water  for  the  extinguish¬ 
ment  of  fires,  and  laying  additional  pipes. 

This  Committee,  impressed  with  the  importance  of  the  sub. 
ject  entrusted  to  their  consideration,  have  directed  their  atten¬ 
tion  to  an  inquiry  of  the  best  available  means  existing  in  this 
city  to  furnish  an  abundant  supply  of  water  for  the  purposes 
mentioned  in  the  resolution. 
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On  referriug  to  that  part  of  the  message  of  his  Honor  the 
Mayor,  relating  to  this  subject,  we  find  it  to  contain  a  strong 
representation  of  the  necessity  and  importance  of  securing,  at 
all  times  and  in  all  convenient  situations,  a  full  supply  of  wa¬ 
ter  for  the  extinguishing  of  fires.  Whilst  the  supply  to  be  re¬ 
ceived  from  the  Croton  is  put  forth  as  ultimately  furnishing  all 
that  can  be  required  for  the  convenience  and  security  of  our 
inhabitants,  the  years  that  must  elapse  before  the  works  in 
progress  for  that  purpose  can  be  completed,  is  strenouslv  urged 
as  a  reason  why  other  sources  should  be  obtained  for  the  in¬ 
termediate  time.  Pipes  might  be  laid  for  the  distribution  of  the 
Croton  water,  but  which  might  now  be  filled  with  such  water 
as  is  under  our  control.  Other  reservoirs  might  be  added,  and 
other  wells  sunk  to  supply  existing  deficiencies.  The  opinion 
is  also  well  expressed,  that  the  public  good  requires  the  placing 
of  hydrants  throughout  the  city,  so  near  to  each  other  that  the 
ordinary  leaders  of  a  hose  company  would  reach  from  a  hy¬ 
drant  to  a  fire  in  any  situation. 

In  accordance  with  these  suggestions  considerable  progress 
has  been  made,  during  the  past  season,  in  obtaining  a  further 
supply  of  water,  and  in  laying  additional  pipes  and  hydrants. 
The  result  has  been  a  n  at  rial  diminution  of  losses  by  fire. 
Whilst  the  alarms  have  been  numerous,  but  one  instance  is 
known  to  the  Committee,  of  a  serious  loss  since  the  present 
Common  Council  came  into  office ;  nor  has  a  fire,  on  more 
than  one  occasion,  made  much  progress  beyond  the  building  in 
which  it  originated.  Without  having  before  them  any  mate¬ 
rials  to  form  an  estimate,  the  Committee  are  of  opinion  that 
the  average  amount  of  losses,  since  May  last,  are  very  consid¬ 
erably  less  than  for  the  same  period  of  time  for  several  previ¬ 
ous  years,  and  this  without  any  reference  to  the  numerous 
buildings  annually  erected. 

The  additional  security  thus  far  experienced,  forms  a  strong 
inducement  for  further  exertions.  Reservoirs,  placed  in  vari¬ 
ous  parts  of  the  city,  of  an  elevation  equal  to  that  in  13th 
street,  and  communicating  with  it  by  pipes,  would,  if  well 
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supplied  with  water,  furnish  hydrants  on  the  plan  suggested, 
for  the  use  of  every  house,  from  the  high  grounds  north  of 
80th  street  to  the  point  of  the  Battery  ;  and  a  greater  eleva¬ 
tion  of  those  reservoirs  would  enable  us  to  extend  the  system  of 
communicating  reservoirs  and  hydrants  to  the  plains  at  Harlaem* 
Should  each  additional  reservoir  draw  from  a  distinct  source,  it 
might  afford  the  use  of  its  seperate  means  in  case  of  injury  to 
either  of  the  others.  Deposites  of  sufficient  lengths  of  hose  might 
be  made  in  every  neighborhood  ;  and  thus,  in  the  great  ma¬ 
jority  of  instances,  the  use  of  means  at  hand  would  secure  the 
immediate  extinguishing  of  fires,  with  little  injury  to  property 
or  danger  to  personal  security. 

Our  great  rivers  furnish  an  obvious  source  of  supply  for 
the  principal  objects  contemplated  by  the  message.  Salt 
water  is  also  supposed  to  be  more  efficient  than  fresh  in 
quenching  fire  ;  but  there  is  a  material  objection  to  its  distri¬ 
bution  by  iron  pipes,  because  it  must  corrode  and  injure  them. 
Another  serious  objection  arises  from  the  fact  that,  connected 
with  the  main  design,  we  should  add  as  many  others,  of  pub¬ 
lic  convenience  and  utility,  as  can  well  be  associated  ;  and  we 
should  consequently  endeavor,  as  far  as  possible,  to  render  it  a 
source  of  convenient  use  to  families.  The  sinking  of  wells  is 
therefore,  in  our  opinion,  a  more  reasonable  project,  provided 
that  any  adequate  quantity  can  thus  be  procured.  The  Com¬ 
mittee  suppose  that  this  can  be  effectually  accommplished  in 
several  parts  of  the  city,  and  would  certainly  be  found  in  or 
near  the  neighborhood  of  the  Collect.  Connected  with  this 
branch  of  the  subject,  they  also  take  leave  to  state  as  their 
decided  opinion,  that  a  supply  adequate  to  all  the  wants  of 
our  inhabitants,  of  the  best  water  to  be  found  within  our  limits, 
ought  to  be  obtained,  independent  of  our  ultimate  reliance  upon 
the  Croton.  In  a  line  of  communication  so  very  extensive  as 
that  project,  interruptions  to  the  flow  of  water  must  occasion¬ 
ally  take  place.  A  proper  foresight  will  provide  the  best  re¬ 
medy  for  such  disasters,  by  bringing  forth  the  hidden  treasures 
of  water  from  the  deep  recesses  of  our  rocks,  ready  for  dist-. 
tribution  as  public  convenience  may  require. 
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In  support  of  their  opinion  that  a  sufficient  quantity  of  wa¬ 
ter  for  all  purposes  can  be  obtained  by  sinking  wells,  the  Com¬ 
mittee  refer  to  the  known  fact,  that  the  Manhattan  Company 
draw  from  their  well  in  Reed  street  1,600,000  gallons  in 
twenty-four  hours,  and  from  that  in  Bleeker  street,  drilled  450 
feet  into  the  rock,  a  daily  supply  of  400,000  gallons. 

Their  confirmed  belief  of  the  importance  and  absolute  ne¬ 
cessity  of  independent  resources  in  this  matter  of  the  first  ne¬ 
cessity,  and  of  the  additional  means  required  to  be  taken  by  a 
prudent  regard  of  the  present  and  future  interests  of  the  city, 
have  induced  the  Committee  to  renew  negociations  with  the 
Manhattan  Company  for  the  absolute  purchase  of  all  their 
water  works,  pipes,  lands  connected  therewith,  and  water  rights 
mentioned  in  a  schedule  annexed  to  Doc.  No.  75,  vol.  2d,  of 
the  Board  of  Assistant  Aldermen,  a  copy  whereof  is  hereunto 
annexed. 

The  Manhattan  Company  preferred  their  former  offer  of  a 
lease,  as  stated  in  the  report  above  referred  to ;  nor  could  this 
Committee  induce  them  to  name  any  sum  certain,  as  the  con¬ 
sideration  of  a  sale  of  the  lands,  and  other  appurtenances, 
connected  with  their  water  rights ;  but  preferred  to  renew,  and 
insisted  upon  the  offers  heretofore  made  by  them,  to  leave  the 
estimates  of  value  to  arbitrators,  to  be  selected  by  the  parties. 

The  Committee  would  have  much  preferred  the  naming  of 
an  ascertained  price.  Yet  they  can  see  no  reason  why  an 
arbitration  is  not  as  correct  a  mode  of  settling  this  ques¬ 
tion,  as  in  other  cases  of  familiar  occurrence.  The  selection 
of  individuals  at  once  sufficiently  capable  and  disinterested, 
cannot  be  a  matter  of  serious  difficulty  to  the  public  authori¬ 
ties,  more  than  to  individuals,  in  matters  of  private  interest. 
They,  therefore,  respectfully  recommend  the  adoption  of  the 
following  resolutions : 

Resolved,  That  the  subject  of  the  valuation  of  all  the  water 
works,  pipes,  lands  and  water  rights  of  the  Manhattan  Com¬ 
pany,  as  set  forth  in  their  communication,  annexed  to  Document 
No.  75,  volume  2,  of  the  Board  of  Assistant  Aldermen,  be  re- 
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ferred  to - persons,  as  arbitrators, - of  whom  shall 

be  appointed  by  his  Honor  the  Mayor,  and - by  the  said 

Manhattan  Company,  and  that  in  case  of  disagreement,  the 
said  arbitrators  shall  appoint  an  umpire,  and  the  estimate  of 
value  fixed  upon  the  property  so  specified,  or  in  case  of  their 
disagreement,  by  the  umpire  so  to  be  chosen,  shall  be  final  and 
conclusive,  upon  the  Corporation  of  the  City  of  New  York, 
and  upon  the  Manhattan  Company. 

Resolved,  That  after  such  valuation  shall  have  been  duly 
reported  to  the  Common  Council,  together  with  a  proper 
deed  of  conveyance  from  the  Manhattan  Company,  free  of  all 
incumbrances,  approved  by  the  Counsel  of  the  Board,  of  all  the 
property  specified  in  the  schedule  above  referred  to,  that  the 
Common  Council  will  apply  to  the  Legislature  for  a  law  au¬ 
thorizing  the  issue  of  a  stock  for  the  whole  amount  of  such 
valuation,  bearing  an  interest  at  the  rate  of  five  per  cent,  per 

annum,  and  redeemable  in - years ;  or  otherwise  will  pay 

to  the  said  Manhattan  Company,  the  same  sum  in  cash  at  the 
option  of  the  Common  Council. 

IRA  B.  WHEELER, 

J.  P.  WHITEHEAD, 

R.  R.  WARD. 


fs©posals 


FROM  THE 

Water  Committee  of  the  Manhattan 
Company. 


The  Water  Committee  of  the  Manhattan  Company  have 
suggested  for  the  consideration  of  the  Common  Council  the 
following  terms,  with  the  belief  that  if  acceptable  to  the 
Common  Council,  they  will  be  acceded  to  by  the  Manhattan 
Company. 

To  lease  under  the  authority  of  the  act  supplementary  to 
the  charter  of  the  Manhattan  Company,  all  their  water  works, 
pipes,  conduits,  canals,  and  all  matters  and  things  appertain¬ 
ing  to  the  same,  and  the  real  estate  appurtenant  to  the  said 
works;  that  is  to  say,  all  the  land  on  Reed,  Cross,  Elm  and 
Duane  streets,  laid  down  and  colored  pink  on  the  map,  No.  1, 
herewith,  with  the  large  and  small  wells,  buildings,  water 
works,  iron  and  wooden  pipes,  appurtenant  thereto. 

Also, -all  the  land  on  Bleecker  and  Mercer  streets,  laid 
down  and  colored  pink  on  map  No.  2,  herewith,  being  one 
hundred  feet  on  Bleecker  street,  and  one  hundred  and  sixty- 
three  feet  on  Mercer  street,  with  the  dwelling-house,  wells, 
and  reservoir  and  water  works  thereon,  and  pipes  of  conduit 
appertaining  thereto. 

And  also,  the  reservoir  on  Chambers  street,  and  also  all 
their  right  to  supply  the  said  city  with  water. 
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And  inasmuch  as  the  Manhattan  Company  expect  to  ac¬ 
quire  title  to  the  gore  formed  in  Cross  street,  between  that  and 
Centre  street,  and  also  to  the  land  belonging  to  the  estate  of 
the  late  Mr.  Janeway,  laid  down  and  colored  green  on  the 
map  No.  1,  herewith,  for  which  application  has  been  made  to 
the  Supreme  Court,  and  when  acquired,  propose  to  erect 
thereon  a  reservoir  in  substitution  of  that  on  Chambers  street, 
and  thereupon  to  discontinue  the  reservoir  on  Chambers 
street,  and  disconnect  it  with  their  water  works,  as  no  longer 
necessary  or  appurtenant  thereto,  they  will  provide  in  the 
said  lease,  that  upon  acquiring  title  to  the  said  gore  of  land, 
the  Manhattan  Company  will  erect  thereon  a  reservoir  with 
pipes,  and  that  upon  the  completion  thereof,  the  said  gore,  land, 
reservoir  and  pipes,  shall  be  deemed  and  taken  as  appurtenant 
to  the  water  works,  and  as  part  of  the  demised  premises,  and 
the  reservoir  on  Chambers  street  shall  then  be  discontinued, 
and  shall  be  surrendered  up  to  the  Manhattan  Company,  as  no 
longer  appurtenant  to  the  water  works,  so  soon  thereafter  as 
the  same  shall  be  demanded  in  writing  by  the  Manhattan 
Company.  That  the  time  to  be  granted  be  for  twenty-one 
years  from  the  first  day  of  That  an  annual  rent 

be  reserved  of  $16,000,  and  from  and  after  the  completion  of 
the  new  reservoir,  and  the  substitution  of  it  for  that  on  Cham¬ 
bers  street,  an  additional  annual  rent  or  sum  equal  to  six  per 
cent,  on  the  cost  of  the  said  gore  and  land  so  to  be  acquired, 
and  of  the  reservoir  with  pipes  to  be  built  thereon.  The  Cor¬ 
poration  of  the  City  of  New  York  entering  into  the  usual  co¬ 
venants  to  pay  the  rent,  to  keep,  maintain,  and  surrender  in 
good  repair,  with  exception  for  use  and  wear,  [excluding  the 
wooden  pipes,]  to  pay  all  taxes  aud  assessments  of  every  kind 
whatever,  except  the  assessment  for  opening  Centre  street. 


inventory 


hands,  Buildings  and  other  Estate , 

of  THE 

MANHATTAN  COMPANY, 

WANTED  BY  THE  CORPORATION  OP  THE  CITY  Of  NEW 
YORK,  ON  LEASE, 


bae  Lot  and  Building  on  Him  street,  lot  23  by  90 
feet  .  •  •  •  ‘  * 

One  Lot,  corner  of  Elm  and  Reed  streets,  24  by  76 
feet,  with  Buildings  thereon 
Three  Lots  on  Reed  street,  24  by  70  and  75 
three,  each  valued  at  86,000,  exclusive  of 

Buildings . •  ' 

^wo  on  Reed  street,  24  by  98  feet  each,  ex¬ 
clusive  of  Buildings  •  » 

One  angular  Lot,  corner  of  Reed  and  Cross  streets 
exclusive  of  the  value  of  the  large  W ell 
One  large  Lot,  corner  of  Duane  and  Cross  streets 
Stone  Engine  House  on  Reed  street,  two  low  pres¬ 
sure  Engines,  copper  boilers,  18  horse  power 

each  . 

Large  Well  and  smaller  also  producing  about 
1,600,000  gallons  of  water  per  24  hours 


VALUE. 

86,009 

8,009 

18,000 

14,000 

8,000 

12,000 

30,000 

100,000 


Amount  carried  over 


.  8196,000 
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Amount  brought  over 

Fourteen  miles  of  Iron  Pipes,  laid  with  all  the  ne¬ 
cessary  branches,  stop-cocks,  hydrants,  to  30 
miles  of  wood  pipes  of  conduit 

Bicker  street  Water  Works,  four  lots  of  ground 
25  by  100  feet,  nearly  on  Bleeckor  streft,  va- 
lued  at  $  10,000  each 

One  Lot  63  by  50  feet  deep,  on  Meroer'  streit  vai 
Jued  at 

Reservoir,  iron  tank,  brick  Building,  on  the  above 
.Lots 

About  5,600  feet  10-inch  Iron  Pipe*  laid  with 
branches  and  all  the  necessary  stop-cocks, 
hydrants,  &c.  pumps,  &c. 

One  Steam  Engine,  boiler  high  pressure’,  complete 

Well  and  also  Well  drilled  400  feet  in  the  rock 
whole  depth  444  feet 

Temporary  use  of  Reservoir  in  Chamber  street, 
&c.  and  fixtures,  until  the  Reservoir  is  built 
$30,000. 


VALVE. 

$196,000 

66,000 

40,000 

12,000 

13,200 

14,700 

6,000 

25,000 


DOCUMENT  NO.  1 04. 


BOARD  OF  ALDERMEX, 


FEBRUARY  27,  1837. 

Report  of  the  Committee  on  Charity  and  Alms  House,  in  fa¬ 
vor  of  removing  the  Alms  House  establishment  to  Black¬ 
well’s  Island.  Laid  on  the  table,  and  ordered  to  be  printed. 

THOMAS  BOLTON,  Clerk, 


The  Committee  on  Charity  and  Alms  House,  to  which  was 
referred  the  report  and  resolutions  of  the  Board  of  Assistant 
Aldermen  recommending  the  removal  of  the  present  Bellevue 
establishment,  and  to  appropriate  some  more  suitable  site  or 
place  for  the  erection  of  a  new  Alms  House  establishment, 
respectfully 

REPORT: 

That  your  Committee,  feeling  the  the  magnitude  of  the  pro- 
posed  undertaking,  as  well  as  the  importance  of  the  subject 
matter  referred  to  them,  not  only  as  it  respects  the  expendi- 


674 


Doc.  No.  104.] 

ture  necessary  to  be  incurred  in  the  erection  of  the  buildings 
required,  but  also  in  reference  to  the  comfort  and  convenience 
of  the  inmates  of  the  Alms  House,  in  connection  with  consid¬ 
erations  of  economy,  durability  and  usefulness,  have  visited 
Randall’s  Island,  Blackwell’s  Island  and  the  Long  Island  Farms, 
for  the  purpose  of  being  able  to  judge  of  the  most  advantage¬ 
ous  location,  and  of  coming  to  a  correct  conclusion  after  such 
examination. 

Your  Committee  are  aware  of  the  great  necessity  of  pro¬ 
viding,  at  this  time,  some  suitable,  convenient  and  permanent 
location  for  the  Alms  House  establishment ;  and  the  only  in¬ 
quiries  which  present  themselves  at  this  time  for  the  consider¬ 
ation  of  the  Committee,  are,  whether  the  public  good  requires 
that  a  new  Alms  House  should  be  erected,  and  whether  a  more 
suitable  situation  can  be  selected  than  the  one  occupied  by  the 
present  establishment  ?  After  a  deliberate  examination,  your 
Committee  are  of  opinion  that  the  time  has  arrived  when  it  is 
not  only  necessary,  but  proper,  to  build  a  new  Alms  House, 
on  a  situation  different  from  the  present  one  ;  and  in  coming 
to  this  conclusion,  they  have  had  in  view  the  interest  of  the 
tax  payer,  as  well  as  the  comfort  and  convenience  of  that  class 
of  our  fellow  citizens,  who  may,  by  any  fatality  or  misfortune 
in  life,  be  compelled  to  ask  alms  from  the  public  charities  of 
our  city. 

The  growth  of  our  city  in  population,  commerce  and  re¬ 
sources,  is  unparalleled  in  history ;  and  no  doubt  can  be  enter¬ 
tained  of  its  continued  increase,  in  the  same  ratio,  until  the 
whole  island  will  present  one  mass  of  dense  population;  and 
the  present  Bellevue  establishment,  instead  of  being  situated  in 
the  suburbs  of  the  city,  will,  by  the  time  a  new  Alms  House 
is  erected,  be,  in  all  probability,  in  the  very  heart  of  it. 

The  facilities  of  intercourse  between  the  inmates  of  the  pre¬ 
sent  estalishmentand  the  inhabitants  in  its  vicinity,  are  much 
greater  now  than  is  desirable  for  such  an  institution,  and  is  one 
among  many  other  good  and  sufficient  reasons  why  the  es¬ 
tablishment  should  be  removed  to  a  more  fit  situation ;  and 
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your  Committee  are  fully  of  opinion  that  they  will  be  sustain¬ 
ed  by  the  public  opinion  in  the  erection  of  a  new  Alms  House, 
and  the  selection  of  a  more  suitable  location  for  that  purpose. 

In  making  this  selection,  the  site  should  be  considered  with 
a  view  to  the  future,  as  well  as  the  present  accommodation  of 
the  public.  It  should  be  central,  easy  of  access,  and.  above 
all,  healthy,  pleasant,  and  sufficiently  contiguous  to  the  other' 
public  establishments,  without  endangering  the  inmates  of 
either  of  them  ;  thereby  making  the  supervision  of  the  same  con¬ 
venient,  and  comparatively  easy,  to  the  Commissioners  of  the 
Alms  House,  who  have  the  immediate  control  over  them,  un¬ 
der  the  direction  of  the  Common  Council. 

Your  Committee  have  duly  considered  the  relative  situation 
of  both  Blackwell’s  and  Randall’s  Island,  in  all  their  be:;  rings 
in  relation  to  this  important  subject,  and  they  are  clearly  of 
opinion  that  Blackwell’s  Island  possesses  more  advantages  for 
the  contemplated  buildings  for  the  Alms  House,  than  Randall’s 
Island,  or  any  other  place  owned  by  the  Corporation :  and 
they  have  eome  to  this  conclusion  without  regarding  any  other 
interest  or  consideration  than  the  public  good  and  the  welfare 
of  those  who  may  become  the  subjects  of  public  charity. 

Your  Committee  are  willing  to  admit,  that  Randall’s  Island 
and  Blackwell’s  Island  both  possess  great  advantages  for  an 
Alms  House  establishment,  but  they  decidedly  give  the  prefer¬ 
ence  to  Blackwell’s  Island  for  many  reasons. 

Because  Blackwell’s  Island  can  be  reached  with  ease  and 
convenience  at  all  seasons  of  the  year,  and  has  several  land¬ 
ing  places  erected  upon  it,  with  a  ferry  already  established, 
which  will  save  the  necessity  of  incurring  any  additional  ex¬ 
pense  for  those  purposes. 

The  Penitentiary  establishment  is  now  erected  there  and  oc¬ 
cupied  by  convicts,  and  a  site  has  been  fixed  upon  on  the  same 
island,  for  the  Lunatic  Asylum,  and  the  building  commenced  ; 
and  all  can  be  supervised  by  the  Alms  House  Commissioners 
with  comparatively  little  trouble  and  difficulty.  Whereas  if  the 
Alms  House  should  be  built  on  Randall’s  Island,  or  on  the 
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Farms,  a  bridge  must  be  built,  or  a  ferry  supported,  and  wharves 
and  landing  places  must  be  erected  at  the  public  expense,  ere* 
ating  an  unnecessary  expenditure  of  money. 

Blackwell’s  Island  is  four  miles  from  the  Hall,  and  contains 
one  hundred  and  thirty-five  acres  of  ground,  and  may  be  in¬ 
creased,  by  filling  up  on  the  north  end  of  it,  fifteen  or  twenty 
acres  ;  it  is  one  mile  and  three  quarters  in  length,  and  contains 
a  fine  quarry  producing  the  best  quality  of  building  stone  5 
there  are  no  swamps  on  or  about  the  island  ;  and  it  is  unsur¬ 
passed,  for  beauty  of  scenery  and  health,  by  any  place  in  the 
vicinity  of  our  city. 

Randall’s  Island  contains  about  one  hundred  and  eighty  acres 
of  land,  is  nine  miles  from  the  City  Hall,  being  double  the  dis¬ 
tance  of  Blackwell’s  Island  from  that  point  and  will  require 
more  time  to  reach  it ;  is  much  more  difficult  of  access ;  and 
the  expense  in  the  transportation  of  building  materials  and  ne¬ 
cessaries  for  the  Alms  House,  will  be  greater  and  more  expen¬ 
sive  than  to  the  proposed  establishment  on  Blackwell’s  Island, 
if  erected  there,  as  well  as  in  the  transportation  of  the  paupers 
themselves  ;  and  will  also  be  twice  the  distance  from  the  of¬ 
fice  of  the  Commissioners  of  the  Alms  House,  which  of  ne¬ 
cessity  must  be  kept  near  the  City  Hall,  or  in  some  dense  part 
of  the  city,  for  the  convenience  of  the  applicants  for  admission,. 

And  if  we  provide  for  the  convenience  and  accommodation 
of  the  present,  as  well  as  for  future  generations,  and  imagine 
what  will  ere  long  be  fully  realised,  that  our  population  will 
extend  to  Harlaem,  we  will  find  that  Blackwell’s  Island,  which 
is  now  in  the  suburbs  of  our  city,  will  not  only  be  found  the 
most  fit  place,  at  this  time,  but  will  be  the  centre  of  the  city 
when  the  whole  island  is  populated;  and  if  Randall’s  Island 
vyas  selected  as  the  spot  to  build  the  Alms  House  upon,  it 
would  not  oply  be  at  the  present  time  very  inconvenient,  but 
would  be  from  its  locality  always  at  one  end  of  our  island,  and 
distant  from  the  centre  of  population. 

Blackwell’s  Island  being  surrounded  by  water,  is  from  its  situ¬ 
ation,  very  healthy  and  well  adapted  by  its  formation  for  the 
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erection  of  public  buildings.  We  have  there  now  a  Fcnilen* 
tiary  erected,  from  the  stone  of  the  island,  with  which  it 
abounds,  and  of  the  very  best  quality. 

A  Lunatic  Asylum  on  the  northern  part  of  the  island  is  now 
Ordered  to  be  built,  and  already  commenced,  and  after  allot- 
ing  to  each  of  these  establishments  land  sufficient  for  their 
purposes,  there  will  be  more  left  than  will  be  wanted  for  the 
Alms  House  establishment,  and  for  such  other  purposes  as 
may  be  required  for  cultivation  connected  with  the  public 
buildings.  And  if  a  central  part  of  the  island  should  be  elect¬ 
ed  for  the  erection  of  a  new  Alms  House,  it  would  be  more 
than  three  quarters  of  a  mile  from  either  of  the  public  build¬ 
ings  on  the  island. 

And  your  Committee  are  of  opinion,  that  by  having  the 
three  great  public  institutions  on  Blackwell’s  Island,  under  the 
care  and  management  of  the  Alms  House  Commissioners,  their 
duties  will  be  less  onerous  than  if  the  establishment  was  located 
at  any  other  place ;  and  they  will  not  only  be  able  to  devote 
more  of  their  time  and  attention  to  their  inmates,  but  it  will 
be  more  convenient  and  economical  in  the  transportation  of 
such  supplies  as  will  be  required  for  the  several  establishments ; 
nor  are  they  certain,  if  Randall’s  Island  should  be  selected  as 
the  site  for  the  new  Alms  House  establishment,  but  that  an 
additional  Board  of  Commissioners  would  be  necessary,  bv 
reason  of  the  distance  between  the  two  islands  and  the  city, 
and  the  impossibility  of  one  Board  being  able  to  perform  all 
the  duties  required,  and  consequently  a  large  expenditure  of 
money  would  be  incurred  unnecessarially,  by  reason  of  this 
extra  Board  and  its  appendages.  Your  Committee  will  here 
observe,  in  connection  with  the  subject  matter  of  this  report, 
that  the  ground  now  occupied  by  the  present  Bellevue  esta¬ 
blishment,  is  about  thirty-three  acres,  which  would  make  four 
hundred  building  lots,  worth,  in  the  estimation  of  your  Com¬ 
mittee,  at  least  $500,000,  and  that  this  property  from  its  situ¬ 
ation,  is  constantly  increasing  in  value ;  and  we  arc  of  opinion 
that  these  lots  when  sold  will  yield  a  sum  more  than  will  be 
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wanted  to  erect  the  new  Alms  House,  and  the  other  public 
buildings,  which  the  public  wants  demand,  without  the  neces¬ 
sity  of  imposing  any  additional  taxes  on  our  fellow  citizens. 

For  a  full  and  more  particular  examination  of  this  subject, 
in  detail,  we  will  refer  you  to  Documents  No.  4  and  10,  Board 
of  Assistant  Aldermen,  1835,  and  to  Document  No.  113,  Board 
of  Aldermen,  1836. 

Your  Committee,  therefore  recommend  the  following  reso¬ 
lutions,  for  adoption  : 

Resolved,  (If  the  Board  of  Assistant  Aldermen  concur,) 
that  such  part  of  Blackwell’s  Island  as  may  be  deemed  neces¬ 
sary,  shall  be  appropriated,  and  set  apart  for  an  Alms  House 
establishment. 

Resolved,  (If  the  Board  of  Assistant  Aldermen  concur,) 
that  the  Committees  on  Charity  and  Alms  House,  of  the  two 
Boards  of  the  Common  Council,  be  authorized  to  procure  plans 
for  a  new  Alms  House,  to  be  built  on  Blackwell’s  Island,  and 
that  $400  be  appropriated  to  pay  for  the  same,  and  that  such 
plans  and  the  explanations  and  specifications  connected  there¬ 
with,  when  procured,  shall  be  submitted  to  the  Common  Coun¬ 
cil  for  their  consideration  and  adoption. 

D.  BANKS, 

ISAAC  L.  YARIAN, 
AARON  CLARK. 


DOCUETCEMT  NTO.  105. 


BOARD  OF  ALDERMEN 

FEBRUARY  27,  1837. 


Report  of  the  Finance  Committee,  relative  to  the  sale  of  the 
land  which  has  become  the  property  of  the  Corporation,  by 
the  closing  of  Merchant  street  in  the  burnt  district.  Adopt¬ 
ed  and  ordered  to  be  printed. 

THOMAS  BOLTON,  Clerk, 


The  subscriber  respectfully  informs  the  Common  Council, 
that  by  the  confirmation  of  the  proceedings  for  widening,  im¬ 
proving,  extending  and  closing  certain  streets,  within  the  burnt 
district,  the  Corporation  have  become  seised  in  fee  of  certain 
gores  and  pieces  of  land  of  large  value,  for  which  they  have 
been  assessed  a  large  sum  of  money.  It  is  proper  that  mea¬ 
sures  should  be  taken  without  delay  to  dispose  of  the  said 
gores  and  pieces  of  land,  either  to  the  adjacent  owners  or 
otherwise,  in  order  that  the  assessment  on  the  Corporation 
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may  be  met  when  due.  The  subscriber  therefore  respectfully 
suggests  the  propriety  of  referring  this  subject  to  the  Finance 
Committee  of  both  Boards. 

R.  EMMET. 

February  20,  1837. 


The  Finance  Committee,  to  whom  was  referred  the  annexed 
report  from  the  Counsel,  relative  to  the  land  which  has  become 
the  property  of  the  Corporation,  by  the  confirmation  of  the 
proceedings  for  improving  certain  streets  within  the  burnt  dis¬ 
trict,  respectfully 


li  E  P  O  11  T  : 

That  the  land  in  question,  consists  of  a  gore  or  strip  extend¬ 
ing  from  William  street  to  Hanover  street,  and  fronting  on 
Beaver  street,  as  the  same  has  been  extended.  It  is  estimated 
to  contain  4,239  square  feet,  and  was  awarded  to  the  Corpo¬ 
ration  (as  part  of  Merchant  street,  which  has  been  closed,)  at 
the  sum  or  price  of  $124,732.  By  the  map  which  is  annexed 
to  this  report,  it  will  be  perceived  that  the  said  land  lies  be¬ 
tween  Beaver  street  and  certain  lots  belonging  to  John  Stew¬ 
ard,  Hicks,  Lawrence  and  Co.,  Benjamin  F.  Lee,  James  Otis, 
and  the  estate  of  Joel  Post,  respectively,  and  thereby  deprives 
those  lots  of  fronts  on  Beaver  street.  By  the  act  which  au¬ 
thorizes  the  closing  of  streets  and  roads,  under  which  this 
land  has  become  vested  in  the  Corporation,  they  have  become 
the  absolute  owners  thereof,  with  power  to  dispose  of  it  in  any 
manner,  and  for  any  price  they  may  think  fit ;  but  the  custom 
in  all  such  cases  has  been  to  sell  land  acquired  in  this  way, 
and  in  making  such  sales,  to  give  a  pre-emptive  right  to  the 
owners  of  the  adjoining  property.  In  respect  to  the  price  at 
which  the  Corporation  should  sell,  the  Committee  would  ob¬ 
serve  that,  in  the  cases  of  Amity  lane,  and  of  Fitzroy,  War- 
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ren  and  Southampton  roads,  which  were  closed  under  the 
same  law,  the  Common  Council  adopted  the  rule  of  selling  to 
the  adjacent  owners  for  the  price  at  which  the  land  had  been 
awarded  to  the  Corporation,  with  an  addition  of  ten  per  cent, 
upon  the  same.  This  principle  was  generally  acceeded  to  by 
such  owners,  the  land  being  really  worth  much  more  than  the 
price  which  the  Corporation  put  upon  it.  In  the  present  case 
it  is  probable  that  the  full  value  of  the  land  has  been  assessed 
upon  the  Corporation,  and  therefore  that  it  would  not  bear  an 
addition  of  such  a  heavy  per  centage ;  but  as  the  Corporation 
have  been  assessed  an  additional  amount  for  the  buildings  re¬ 
quired  to  be  removed,  by  these  improvements,  the  Committee 
are  of  opinion  that  it  would  be  proper  for  the  Common  Coun¬ 
cil  to  add  two  per  cent,  to  the  sum  assessed  upon  them  for 
this  land,  which  will  do  little  more  than  cover  the  loss,  which 
the  Treasury  would  otherwise  suffer. 

It  is  possible  that  the  adjacent  owners  might  decline  to 
take  the  said  property  on  those  terms  ;  in  which  case  the  Cor¬ 
poration  would  cause  it  to  be  sold  at  public  auction,  to  the 
highest  bidder  or  bidders. 

As  to  the  mode  of  apportioning  this  ground  among  the  said 
proprietors,  the  Committee  would  refer  to  the  annexed  map, 
on  which  the  division  lines  have  been  extended,  and  the  dimen¬ 
sions  and  contents  of  each  separate  piece  is  shown.  The 
prices  affixed  to  the  said  pieces  respectively,  and  which  ap¬ 
pear  on  a  schedule  annexed  to  the  said  map,  have  been  esti¬ 
mated  with  reference  to  the  relative  situation,  extent  of  front 
on  Beaver  street,  and  contents  of  each  piece,  and  the  Com¬ 
mittee  believe  that  the  apportionment  is  in  those  respects  as 
nearly  just  as  it  can  be  made. 

The  Committee,  therefore,  after  full  consideration  of  this 
subject,  recommend  the  adoption  of  the  following  resolutions  : 

Resolved,  That  the  piece  of  land  forming  part  of  Mer¬ 
chant  street,  which  has  been  closed,  be  sold  to  John  Steward, 
Hicks,  Lawrence  and  Co.,  J.  Otis,  Benjamin  F.  Lee,  and 
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the  representatives  of  Joel  Post,  deceased,  respectively  ;  or 
to  such  persons  as  they  may  appoint,  in  such  portions  as  are 
laid  out  and  designated  on  the  map,  which  accompanies  this 
report,  and  at  the  sums  specified  in  the  schedule  annexed 
to  such  map,  together  with  an  addition  of  two  per  cent,  upon 
the  said  sums ;  the  purchase  money  to  be  paid  within  three 
months  from  the  adoption  of  the  resolution,  and  the  expense  of 
the  deeds  to  be  paid  by  the  purchasers :  provided,  however, 
that  the  said  parties,  respectively,  shall,  within  ten  days  after 
the  adoption  of  this  resolution,  signify  their  assent,  in  writing, 
to  the  foregoing  terms,  to  the  Comptroller  of  this  city. 

Resolved,  That  in  case  any  of  the  parties  referred  to  in  the 
foregoing  resolution,  shall  refuse  to  purchase  such  pieces,  on  the 
terms  before  mentioned,  the  Comptroller  may,  under  the  direc¬ 
tion  of  the  Finance  Committees  of  both  Boards,  sell  such  por. 
tions  as  shall  not  be  so  purchased,  upon  such  terms  as  the 
Committees  shall  direct. 

D.  P.  INGRAHAM, 
EDWARD  TAYLOR,. 
D.  BANKS. 


Schedule  of  apportionment  referred  to  in  the  above  report. 
No.  1,  Estate  of  Joel  Post,  792  square  feet  $29,300 


2,  J.  Otis, 

.  368 

do. 

11,408 

3,  B.  F.  Lee, 

343 

do. 

8,570 

4,  Hicks,  Lawrence  &  Co.  566 

do. 

16,654 

5,  J.  Steward, 

.  2,170 

do. 

58,800 

Amount  charged  to  Corporation,  .  .  $124,732 


DOCUMENT  WO.  106. 


BOARD  OF  ALDERMEN, 

MARCH  13,  1837. 


The  Committee  on  Streets,  to  whom  was  referred  the  report  of 
the  Board  of  Assistant  Aldermen,  together  with  the  annexed 
petitions  and  remonstrances  on  the  subject  of  widening  and 
extend, ng  Anthony  sheet,  font  Hudson str  et  to  Chatham 
square,  presented  the  following  repo,  l  tecnmmending  a  con - 
currence  with  the  Board  of  Asistant  Aldermen,  which  was 
read,  laid  on  the  table,  and  the  report  of  the  Board  of  Al¬ 
dermen,  together  with  the  petitions  and  r-monst ranees  were 
directed  to  be  printed  for  the  me  of  the  members. 

THOMAS  BOLTON,  Clerk. 


Resolved,  That  it  be  referred  to  the  Street  Committee,  to 
inquire  into  and  report  on  the  expediency  of  widening  An¬ 
thony  street,  from  Broadway  to  Orange  street,  and  ext,  n.liny 
the  same  from  Orange  street,  through  into  Chainuui  ^ _ J 

in  conformity  with  the  map  herewith  presented.  ~  ' 
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The  Street  Committee,  to  whom  was  referred  the  annexed 
papers  from  'the  Board  of  Assistant  Aldermen,  relative  to  the 
widening  and  extending  Anthony  street,  respcctiully 

REPORT: 

That  they  have  fully  considered  this  subject ;  that  they  have 
visited  the  Street ;  and  that  they  concur  with  the  Committee 
of  the  Board  of  Assistant  Aldermen,  in  their  report  on  this 
subject.  They  believe  that  the  improvement  is  highly  neces¬ 
sary,  both  in  reference  to  the  property  on  the  street,  and  to  the 
city.  That  it  will  reform  the  neighborhood,  and  will  enhance 
the  value  of  property,  that  will  hP  benefited  more  than  suffi¬ 
cient  to  defray  the  expense  ;  and  at  the  same  time  will  open  a 
desirable  and  sale  communication  between  the  eastern  and 
western  sections  of  the  city.  The  proceedings  will  probably 
occupy  a  year  or  more  in  being  consuinated,  should  the  im¬ 
provement  be  ordered. 

The  Committee  recommend  a  concurrence  in  the  resolution, 
on  this  subject,  adopted  by  the  Board  of  Assistant  Aldermen. 

EDWARD  TAYLOR, 
NE11EM1AH  WATERBURY, 

R.  R.  WARD. 


PETITIONS,  &c. 

**or  the  Widening  and  Extension  of  Anthony  streets 


To  the  Honorable  the  Street  Committee  of  the  Boat'd  of 
Aldermen. 

The  undersigned,  owners  of  property  fronting  upon  Anthony 
street,  and  upon  the  proposed  extension  of  it,  having  learrted 
that  a  resolution  has  been  ..fibred,  in  the  Common  Council.. and 
has  been  referred  to  the  S;reet  Committee  to  widen  said  street, 
from  Broadway  to  Five  Points,  and  to  extend  it  to  Chatham 
square;  respectfully  represent,  that  their  object  in  addressing 
your  Committee,  is  to  declare  their  approbation  of  the  mea¬ 
sure,  and  their  earnest  hope  that  it  may  he  carried  into  imme¬ 
diate  effect  by  the  Common  Council  ;  believing,  that  although 
the  expense  will  he  great,  the  extent  of  property  which  will 
be  enhanced  in  value  by  it,  can  well  afford  to  pay  the  assess¬ 
ments. 

It  seems  unnecessary  to  state  to  the  Committee  what  the 
map  of  our  city  suggests,  and  common  observation  confirms; 
that  there  are  lew  improvements  so  much  called  for  by  public 
accommodation  as  tins.  Your  experience  as  Judges  in  the 
Court  of  Sessions,  and  the  Police  reports,  as  exhibited  in  the 
daily  prints,  afford  sufficient  evidence  of  the  hazard  of  pro¬ 
perty,  and  even  life,  which  individuals  experience  in  passing 
the  dens  of  vice  and  crime,  which,  for  more  than  ten  year* 
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past,  have  been  located  at  the  Five  Points.  Surrounded  as 
this  location  is.  bv  streets  upon  which  elegant  buildings  have 
been  erected  i  and  separating  as  it  does,  by  a  most  disgraceful 
barrier,  the  two  great  thoroughfares  of  travel,  Broadway  and 
Chatham  square,  it  must  be  evident  to  your  Committee,  that 
by  breaking  up  this  haunt  of  infamy,  and  encouraging  the 
proprietors  of  the  adjacent  grounds  to  build  houses  suitable 
for  respectable  families,  you  will  not  only  greatly  benefit  the 
owners  of  lots,  but  achieve  r  moral  improvement  more  effec¬ 
tual  for  public  safety  than  the  penalties  you  are  now  inflicting 
Upon  the  crimes  committed  there. 

Ann  Ogilvie,  Daniel  Ewen, 

Catherine  Ogilvie,  John  T.  Dolan, 

j  J3,  phnjc,  William  Green,  jun. 

William  Ogilvie, 

William  Halsey,  25  feet  on  Anthony  street. 

Abraham  Lawrence,  100  feet  on  Anthony  street. 

J.  Heard.  3  lots  fronting  on  Anthony  street,  and  two  lots  on 
Broadway,  joining  the  rear  on  my  lots  that  front  on  Anthony 
street. 


To  the  Honorable  the  Common  Council  of  the  City  of  New- 
York: 

The  Memorial  of  the  subscribers,  inhabitants  and  freehol¬ 
ders  in  the  vicinity  of  Anthony  street,  respectfully  represent: 

That  Anthony  street,  in  connection  with  Jay  street,  extends 
at  least  two  thirds  of  the  distance  between  the  North  and 
East  Rivers,  and  is  at  present  no  more  than  forty  feet  wide. 

That  an  avenue  of  proper  width,  in  this  part  of  the  city,  is 
much  wanted,  to  enable  the  inhabitants  of  the  east  and  west 
sides  to  communicate  freely  with  each  other ;  that  Anthony 
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**r®eJ  ,f"r,nish  such  avenue  *  i^  width  should  be  increased 
and  U  should  be  extended  to  Chatham  square.  It  will  be  found 
on  examination  of  the  map  of  the  city,  that  no  such  avenue 
exists  for  a  great  distance  north  or  south  of  this  street ;  but,  if 
tins  measure  should  be  adopted,  it  would  furnish  a  short  and 
convement  route  for  the  inhabitants  of  the  5th  and  6th  wards 
to  pass  to  the  Last  River,  through  Jay  and  Anthony  streets,  to 
Chatham  square  ;  from  thence  there  would  be  a  choice  of  Ca¬ 
yenne,  Oliver  and  James  street,  to  the  East  River  and  Cathe¬ 
rine  street  Ferry;  as  well  as  through  Division  street  and  East 
Broadway  to  Wilhamsburgh  Ferry,  the  Dry  Dock,  &c.  It 
would  also  furnish  a  short  and  convenient  route  for  the  whole 
population  of  the  7th  and  10th  wards  to  the  North  river. 

Your  memorialists  do  not  urge  this  measure  on  the  ground 
of  private  benefit,  although  there  can  be  no  possible  doubt  that 
the  property  on  said  street  and  in  its  vicinity,  would  be  much 
enhanced  in  value  by  it ;  but  they  urge  it  on  the  ground  of  its 
great  public  benefit,  as  a  measure  calculated  to  promote  the  con¬ 
venience  of  a  very  large  proportion  of  the  inhabitants  of  the 
city  ;  and  when  it  is  considered  what  large  masses  of  people 
are  crowded  together  in  the  buildings  on  this  narrow  street 
(for  the  whole  distance  from  Hudson  to  Orange  street,)  it  ap¬ 
pears  to  be  a  measure  essential  for  the  health  of  this  part  of 
the  city  that  this  street  should  be  widened. 

There  is  yet  another  point  of  view  in  which  the  subject 
ought  to  be  considered,  of  great  importance,  and  that  is  the 
facility  which  narrow  streets  give  to  the  extension  of  fires,  of 
which  the  community  have  had  sufficient  experience  within 
the  past  year,  not  to  appreciate  the  importance  of  wide  streets. 

Your  memorialists  pray  that  said  street  may  be  widened, 
from  Hudson  to  Orange  street,  and  continued  to  Chatham 
square. 

M.  Reynolds,  Jay,  corner  of  Greenwich  street. 

Daniel  Williams,  104,  Chapel  street. 

Daniel  Jackson,  95  Chapel  street. 
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John  Johnson,  125  Chapel  street. 
Nicholas  Decamp,  122  Church  street. 
Lawrence  Ackerman,  39  Anthony  street. 
William  Kelly. 


The  subscribers,  residents  or  owners  of  property  in  and 
about  Anthony  street,  respectfully  petition  the  Common  Coun¬ 
cil  to  take  speedy  measures  to  open  Anthony  street,  by  taking 
off  twenty-five  feet  from  the  south  side  thereof. 

Your  petitioners  beg  leave  to  state  to  your  honorable  body, 
that  the  reasons  in  favor  of  this  measure  are  of  the  most  se¬ 
rious  and  interesting  character. 

The  first  relates  to  the  health  of  the  5th  and  6th  wards,  and 
necessarily  to  that  of  the  whole  city.  It  is  well  known  that  the 
lower  parts  of  Anthony  street,  in  both  those  wards  are  the 
receptacles  of  vice,  filth  and  disease.  During  the  cholera,  of 
1832  and  1834,  the  number  of  deaths  in  the  places  alluded  to, 
exceeded  those  in  any  other  part  of  the  city.  From  this  o- 
cus  of  contagion  the  disorder  spread,  with  fnghtful  fat.hg, « 
the  healthy  situations  of  the  nighborliood  ;  and  it  must  always 
be  the  case,  when  an  epidemic  prevails,  that  Anthony  street 
will  receive  and  distribute  the  contagion,  so  long  as  it  is  sut- 
fered  to  remain  in  its  present  low  and  filthy  condition. 

Your  petitioners  consider  the  future  health  of  the  5th  and 
6th  wards  as  depending  on  this  improvement  in  a  material  de¬ 
cree  •  and  that  for  this  reason  alone  it  ought  to  be  made,  more 
especially  since  the  House  of  Detention  is  to  be  located  in  its 

neighborhood. 

If  to  these  considerations  it  be  added  that  the  general  con¬ 
venience  of  the  two  wards  will  be  promoted,  and  facilities 
given  to  the  erection  of  mechanical  and  other  establishments, 
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your  peti^ers  hope  and  believe  that  your  honorable  body 
to  be  madeUCCd  ^  °rder  ^  lmprovcment  which  ,hey  solicit 

At  present  there  is  no  easy  or  direct  communication  between 
the  east  and  west  part  of  our  city  ;  and  by  opening  this  street 
on  the  east  side,  so  as  to  empty  into  Chatham  square  on  the 
one  s.de  and  Hudson  street  on  the  other,  will  afford  a  very 
commodious  as  well  as  convenient  street,  at  present  so  much 
required  by  the  public;  and  which,  when  completed,  can  be 
travelled  at  all  times  by  our  wives  and  children  alone,  without 
interuption  or  insult,  which  cannot  now  be  done  without  a 
protector. 

Thomas  Lyell,  77  Anthony  street. 

Benjamin  L.  Swan,  Broadway. 

John  Mason,  do. 

Allison  Post,  do. 

Stephen  Conover,  do. 

Orrin  Thompson. 

Thomas  Masters. 

John  Ryker,  Jr.  83  Anthony  street. 

Sampson  Moore,  for  two  lots  on  Anthony,  corner  of  Chapel 
street.  1 

Frederick  Turn 

Sebastien  Saclare. 

James  Kearley,  21  Anthony  street. 

M.  Van  Schaick,  Nos.  40,  42  and  71  Anthony  street. 

Edward  Innet,  corner  of  Chapel  and  Anthony  streets. 

Anthony  Lamb. 


To  the  Honorable  the  Street  Committee  of  the  Board  of  Al¬ 
dermen. 

Your  memorialists,  the  owners  and  residents  in  property 
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eastward  and  southwardly  of  Chatham  ■q^je,  r^ctfully 

represent;  that  upon  looking  over  the  map  of  the  ctj,  7^. 
memorialists  find  no  communication  by  broad  and  well  im 
proved  streets  through  which  they  can  have  access  to  Broad 

way,  until  they  travel  down  to  Chambers  street;  that  it 

evidently  be  a  great  convenience  to  all  residents  of  James 
Oliver  and  Division  streets,  and  to  East  Broadway  an 
Bowery,  besides  the  residents  immediately  upon  the  Chatham 
square  and  Broadway,  near  the  improvement ;  that  the  reso¬ 
lution  for  widening  and  extending  Anthony  street  from  these 
two  extremities,  and  which  we  learn  has  been  offered  to  the 
Board  of  Aldermen  and  referred  to  your  Committee,  should 
be  speedily  adopted  and  carried  into  effect.  The  route  to 
Broadwav  would  then  be  direct  through  a  spacious  avenue 
from  the  'junction  of  Mott  street  and  Chatham  square.  Pro¬ 
perty  throughout  Anthony  street  would  be  purchased  at  an  ad¬ 
vanced  price,  and  respectable  buildings  would  be  erected  upon 
it.  The  disreputable  inmates  of  tiv*  Points  would  be  dis¬ 
lodged  and  a  complete  reform  achieved  in  the  character  of  its 
population.  Your  memorialists  therefore  ardently  hope  the 
Common  Council  will  forthwith  authorize  the  proposed  im¬ 
provement. 


W.  B.  Crosby, 

John  K.  Hardenbrook, 
James  McCullough, 
Seth  Godfrey, 

William  E.  Bird, 
Benjamin  Clark, 
Jeremiah  Clark, 

Z.  Ring, 

James  H.  Sackett, 
Ephraim  Force, 
Thompson  Price, 


Edward  Belknapp, 
Stephen  Lyon, 
John  Clapp, 

R.  J.  Hutchinson, 
Hewlett  Smith, 
Perez  Jones, 

Evert  A.  Bancker, 
John  M.  Finier, 
Edward  Smith, 
Isaac  Smith, 
Walter  Underhill. 


691 


[Doe.  No.  106, 


To  the  Honorable  the  Common  Council  of  the  City  of  New 
York. 

The  subscribers,  residents  and  owners  of  property  in  and 
about  Anthony  street,  respectfully  petition  the  Common  Coun¬ 
cil  to  take  speedy  measures  to  open  Anthony  street,  by  taking 
off  twenty-five  feet  from  the  south  side  thereof.  V„ur  petition¬ 
ers  beg  leave  to  state  to  your  honorable  body,  that  the  reasons 
in  favor  of  this  measure  are  of  the  most  serious  and  interest¬ 
ing  character. 

The  first  relates  to  the  health  of  the  5th  and  6th  wards,  and 
necessarily  to  that  of  the  whole  city.  It  is  well  known  that 
the  lower  parts  of  Anthony  street,  in  both  those  wards,  are  the 
receptacles  of  vice,  filth  ard  disease.  During  the  cholera  of 
1832  and  1834,  the  number  of  deaths,  in  the  places  alluded  to, 
exceeded  those  in  any  other  part  of  the  city.  From  this  fo¬ 
cus  of  contagion  the  disorder  spread,  with  frightful  fatality,  in 
the  healthy  situations  of  the  neighborhood  ;  and  it  must  always 
be  the  case,  when  an  epidemic  prevails,  that  An-honv  sire' t 
will  receive  and  distribute  the  contagion,  so  Iona  s 
fered  to  remain  in  its  piescnt  low  and  filthy  condition. 

Your  petitioners  consider  the  future  health  of  the  5th  and 
6th  wards  as  depending  on  this  improvement  in  a  material  de¬ 
gree  ;  and  that  for  this  reason  alone  it  ought  to  he  made,  more 
especially  since  the  House  of  Detention  is  to  be  located  in  the 
neighborhood. 

If  to  these  considerations  it  be  added,  that  the  general  con¬ 
venience  of  the  two  wards  will  be  promoted,  and  facilities 
given  to  the  erection  of  mechanical  and  other  establishments, 
your  petitioners  hope  and  believe  that  your  honorable  body 
will  be  induced  to  order  the  improvement  which  they  solicit 
to  be  made. 

At  present  there  is  no  easy  or  direct  communication  between 

the  east  and  west  part  of  our  city ;  and  by  opening  this  street 
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on  the  east  side,  so  as  empty  into  Chatham  square  on  the  one 

side,  and  Hudson  street  on  the  other,  will  afford  a  very  com- 
ipodious.  as  well  as  convenient  street,  at  present  so  much  re¬ 
quired  by  the  public;  and  which,  when  completed, can  be  tra¬ 
velled  at  all  times  by  our  wives  and  children  alone,  without  in¬ 
terruption  or  insult,  which  cannot  now  be  done  without  a  pro¬ 


tector. 

William  Paulding, 

John  liyker,  Jr. 

Jacob  Drake, 

Richard  Hunt, 

A.  M.  Topping, 

Joseph  Bouchaud, 
Alexander  M-  Stevens, 
William  Lewis, 
Sampson  Moore, 


William  V.  Brady, 
Peter  Wcatherby, 
James  Styles, 
William  Williams, 
William  Argali, 
William  Welsh, 
Thomas  Lycll, 
Andrew  Bowden. 
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REMONSTRANCES,  &c. 

Against  Widening  and  Extending'  Anthony  street 


New  York,  August  31,  1838. 

•  :  :  ■  uh:<.,o  .vi 

To  John  Ewen,  Esq.,  Street  Commissioner. 

Sir,— -You  wil1  p'ease  take  notice  that  I  object  to  the  pro¬ 
posed  widening  and  extending  of  Anthony  street  into  Chat- 
ham  street,  for  the  following  reasons: 

1st.  It  will  (if  carried  into  effect)  cause  a  great  many  tri¬ 
angular  lots,  and  make  four  bad  shaped  blocks ;  it  will  neces¬ 
sarily  cause  the  filling  up  of  Mulberry  street,  very  much  to 
the  injury  of  the  buildings  on  that  street ;  it  wivl  be  a  great 
disadvantage  and  inconvenience  to  me,  as  well  as  loss,  having 
a  favorable  lease  on  the  house  which  I  occupy,  No.  17  Mub 
berry  street,  which  will  be  taken  away  by  such  an  alteration, 
and  thus  subject  me  to  the  necessity  of  removing  my  resi¬ 
dence  farther  from  my  business,  which  would  be  an  item  of  no 
small  importance  and  loss  of  much  time,  as  my  Clerks  reside 
with  me,  and  the  scarcity  of  dwellings  nearer  mv  business 
would  oblige  me  to  remove  farther  from  it — another,  and  not 
the  least  objection  I  have  to  this  proposition  is,  that  I  have  aii 
interest  in  the  business  carried  on  in  the  rear  of  18  Mulberry 
street,  and  owned  by  my  brother ;  which  for  us  to  remove 
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would  be  a  loss 
there  which  we 
much  expense. 


of  no  inconsiderable  amount,  having  fixtures 
could  not  remove  and  again  put  up  without 
With  these  objections,  sir, 

I  remain,  youi's  respectfully, 

N.  C.  PLATT. 


ANTHONY  STREET. 


At  a  large  meeting  of  owners  of  property  interested  and 
opposed  to  the  proposed  widening  and  extension  of  Anthony 

Street  to  Chatham  square,  held  pursuant  to  adjournment,  at 

the  6th  Ward  Hotel,  October  10, 1836,  John  Drake,  Esq.  was 
called  to  the  Chair,  and  Mr.  George  Bowen  and  John  D. 

Williamson  appointed  Secretaries. 

The  Committee  appointed  at  the  last  meeting  to  draft  reso¬ 
lutions  expressive  of  the  feelings  and  views  of  the  large  pro¬ 
portion  of  owners  opposed  to  the  contemplated  measure,  re¬ 
ported  the  following,  which  were  unanimously  adopted  : 


Resolved,  That  this  meeting  is  strongly  and  unequivocally 
opposed  to  the  project  of  widening  Anthony  street,  and  con¬ 
tinuing  the  same  to  Chatham  square,  as  wholly  uncalled  for 
by  the  owners  of  property  interested  in,  and  affected  by  the 
measure;  seven-eighths  of  whom  having  already  formally  ex¬ 
pressed  their  disapprobation  of  it. 


Resolved,  That  the  assessments  upon  property  in  this  vicinity 
for  alterations  recently  effected,  and  the  assessments  likely  to 
grow  out  of  others  now  in  contemplation,  arc  so  extensive  and 
burdensome,  that  no  measure  increasing  the  same,  should  be 
listened  to  lor  a  moment,  unless  shown  to  be  of  immediate  and 
urgent  necessity. 
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Resolved,  That  we  are  not  disposed  to  join  in  the  crusade 
which  is  carried  on  by  the  speculator  against  the  poor,  and  are 
not  reconciled  tomeasures  that  drive  hundreds  from  their  homes, 
under  the  specious  plea  of  improving  a  neighborhood.  That 
as  to  the  argument  that  a  vicious  class  of  our  population  will 
be  driven  away  by  the  proposed  plan,  we  desire  to  be  informed 
to  what  location  such  a  class  can  be  driven  more  desirable  than 
the  vicinity  of  our  criminal  courts  and  offices  of  detention. 

Resolved,  That  such  of  our  fellow  citizens  as  hold  seats  in 
the  City  Councils,  ought  never  to  allow  themselves  to  vote 
upon,  much  less  to  be  active  in  urging  measures,  in  which 
they  have  a  direct  pecuniary  interest;  inasmuch  as  it  gives  one 
citizen  an  unfair  advantage  over  others;  violating  the  first  prin¬ 
ciples  of  justice,  that  no  man  should  judge  in  his  own  cause. 
And  whereas  the  proposed  measure  involving  an  expenditure 
of  nearly  half  a  million  of  dollars,  and  taking  away,  without 
their  consent,  the  property  of  a  great  number  of  citizens,  a 
project  within  the  very  last  year  rejected  as  inexpedient  by 
the  Board  of  Aldermen,  was,  without  any  new  light  upon  the 
subject,  or  change  of  circumstances,  reported  upon  and  at  once 
passed  unanimously,  and  without  debate,  by  the  Board  of  As¬ 
sistants  at  a  recent  meeting. 

Resolved,  That  we  see  in  this  measure  a  strong  call  for  the 
exercise  of  that  provision  of  the  City  Charter,  which  establishes 
the  action  of  one  Board  as  a  check  upon  the  hasty  and  ill  ad¬ 
vised  legislation  of  the  other. 

Resolved,  That  a  Committee  of  five  be  appointed  to  present 
a  copy  of  the  resolutions,  signed  by  the  officers  of  this  meet¬ 
ing,  to  the  Board  of  A  Idermen  now  in  session,  through  the 
Chairman  of  the  Street  Committee. — Carried. 

Resolved,  Whereas  it  is  confidently  believed  that  exertions 
are  being  made  by  a  few  interested  and  influential  individuals 
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to  obtain  special  legislation  for  their  private  pecuniary  ad¬ 
vancement;  that  this  meeting  deem  it  expedient,  for  the  secu¬ 
rity  and  preservation  of  their  rights,  to  appoint  a  Standing 
Committee  of  five,  with  power  to  call  meetings  and  to  transact 
all  such  other  business  as  the  emergency  of  the  case  may  seem 
to  require. 


Resolved,  That  this  Committee  be  instructed  to  collect  and 
to  preserve  a  record  of  111  such  facts,  and  the  proof  thereof, 
as  may  have  any  bearing  upon  the  contemplated  project.— 
Carried. 


Committee. 


George  Bowen, 
Abijaii  Valentine, 


John  Drake, 
Felix  O’Neil, 


Charles  C.  Clarke. 


Egbert  Benson,  Esq. 

gir) _ At  the  request  of  the  Standing  Committee  who  are 

appointed  on  the  part  of  the  owners  of  property,  and  others, 
interested,  and  who  most  earnestly  and  respectfully  remon¬ 
strate  against  the  widening  and  extending  of  Anthony  street, 
I  take  the  liberty  to  present  the  resolutions  adopted  for  your 
perusal.  It  can  be  proved,  beyond  all  doubt,  that  nine-tenths 
of  the  owners  are  opposed  to  the  plan  of  the  speculation  of  a 
few;  and  it  is  most  earnestly  hoped  that  your  honorable  body 
will  pause  before  they  act  upon  so  important  a  matter,  that 
would  cause  the  beggary  and  ruin  of  many  widows  and  or¬ 
phans,  as  also  those  who  hold  leases,  and  who  are  bound  to  pay 
all  assessments. 

Mr.  Peter  Lorillard,  who  signed  the  remonstrance,  has 
slated  to  the  Committee,  that  when  the  leases  on  his  property 
expire,  he  will  erect  good  substantial  houses. 

Your  obedient  humble  servant, 

New  York,  Feb.  25, 1837.  GEORGE  BOWEN. 
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To  the  Honorable  the  Board  of  Aldermen  of  the  City  of  New 
York. 

™r6  Under^ned>  ^mes  Thomson  and  Janet  Thomson 
owners  of  the  lot  of  ground  on  the  south-west  corner  of  Orange 

fullv  rI°SS  St,rCetS’  fr°nl,ng  °"  °ranSe  street-  would  respect, 
fulb  »strate,  to  your  honorable  body,  against  the  report, 
adopted  by  the  Board  of  Assistant  Aldermen,  October  3d,  1836 
favorabJe  to  the  proposition  for  widening  Anthony  street  to  an 
addtttonal  twenty-five  feet,  from  Broadway  to  Orange  street! 
and  extending  the  said  Anthony  street  to  Chatham  street. 

™rrd  M°Uld  re>pectfu,,y  Jour  honorable 

J ,  that  the  said  lot,  in  the  year  of  1833,  was  subject  to  an 
assessment  of  twelve  hundred  and  fifty  dollars  for  widening 
the  said  Anthony  street  and  Cross  street,  and  making  a  public 
place  ;  which  public  place,  if  the  proposition  for  widening  be 
carried  into  effect,  will  be  necessarily  taken  into  the  street,  and 
the  undersigned  will  have  paid  an  enormous  assessment,  with, 
out  having  received  the  smallest  benefit  in  return. 

A  further  and  greater  objection,  the  undersigned  would  urge 
to  your  honorable  body,  against  this  measure,  is,  that  the  wi¬ 
dening  of  the  said  street  will  leave  much  of  the  said  lot  useless 
and  unprofitable,  and  destroy  it  effectually  as  a  corner  lot,  and 
cause  the  adjoining  lot  to  present  a  full  front  in  coming  down 
Anthony  street;  and,  in  reality,  the  adjoining  lot  will  be  the 
corner  lot.  And,  further,  the  undersigned  believe  the  said  An¬ 
thony  street  to  be  sufficiently  wide  for  any  purpose,  for  which 
in  future,  it  may  be  designed,  and  that  your  honorable  body 
may  so  consider  it,  we  will  ever  pray,  &c. 

James  Thomson,  116  Yarick  Street, 
Janet  Thomson. 
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To  the  Honorable  the  Board  of  Aldermen  of  the  City  of  New 
York. 


At  a  large  meeting  of  the  owners  of  property  interested  in, 
and  opposed  to  the  widening  and  extension  of  Anthony  street 
to  Chatham  square,  convened  pursuant  to  public  not.ee  at  th 
6th  Ward  Hotel,  on  the  evening  of  October  10,  1836,  the 

lowing  resolutions  were  unanimously  adopted  and  a  Special 

Committee  appointed  to  transmit  a  copy  of  them,  signed  y 
the  Chairman  and  Secretaries,  to  your  honoraole  body. 
Respectfully,  your  obedient  servants, 

("Edwd.  J.  McClain,  M.D. 

|  Daniel  Sickels, 

Committee.  ^  Dennis  Gillespie, 
j  John  Allen, 

I  Daniel  D.  Ideson. 


resolutions. 

Resolved,  That  this  meeting  is  strongly  and  unequivocally 
opposed  to  the  project  of  widening  Anthony  street,  and  conti¬ 
nuing  the  same  to  Chatham  square,  as  wholly  unc*UedJ°^y 
the  owners  of  property  interested  in  and  affected  by  the 
sure,  seven-eighths  of  whom  having  formally  expressed  their 
disapprobation  of  it. 

Resolved,  That  the  assessments  upon  property  in  this  vici¬ 
nity  for  alterations  recently  effected,  and  the  assessments  likely 
to  crow  out  of  others  now  in  contemplation,  are  so  extensive 
and  burdensome,  that  no  measure  increasing  the  same  should 
be  listened  to  for  a  moment,  unless  shewn  to  be  of  immediate 
and  urgent  necessity. 


Resolved,  That  we  are  not  disposed  to  join  m  the  crusade 
which  is  carried  on  by  the  speculator  against  the  poor,  and  are 
not  reconciled  to  measures  that  drive  hundreds  from  their 
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homes,  under  the  specious  plea  of  improving  a  neighborhood. 
That  as  to  the  argument  that  a  vicious  class  of  our  population 
'will  be  driven  away  by  the  proposed  plan,  we  desire,  first,  to 
be  informed  to  what  location  such  a  class  can  be  driven,  more 
desirable  Jthan  the  vicinity  of  our  criminal  courts  and  offices 
of  detention. 


Resolved,  That  such  of  our  fellow  citizens  as  hold  seats  in 
the  City  Councils  ought  never  to  allow  themselves  to  vote 
upon,  much  less  to  be  active  in  urging  measures  in  which  they 
have  a  direct  pecuniary  interest,  inasmuch  as  it  gives  one 
citizen  an  unfair  advantage  over  others,  violating  the  first 
principle  of  justice — that  no  man  should  be  a  judge  in  his  own 
cause. 

And  whereas  the  proposed  measure,  involving  an  cxpendi- 
ture  of  nearly  half  a  million  of  dollars,  and  taking  away,  with¬ 
out  their  consent,  the  property  of  a  great  number  of  citizens; 
a  project  within  the  very  last  year  rejacted  as  inexpedient  by 
the  Board  of  Aldermen,  was,  without  any  new  light  upon  the 
subject,  or  change  of  circumstances,  reported  upon,  and  at  once 
passed,  and  without  debate,  by  the  Board  -of  Assistants  at  a 
recent  meeting. 

Resolved,  That  we  see  in  this  measure  a  strong  call  for  the 
exercise  of  that  provision  of  the  City  Charter,  which  established 
the  action  of  one  Board  as  a  check  upon  the  hasty  and  ill- 
advised  legislation  of  the  other. 


George  Bowen, 
John  D.  Williamson, 


JOHN  DRAKE,  Chairman. 
Secretaries. 
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To  the  Honorable  the  Common  Council  of  the  City  of  New 
York. 

The  undersigned,  owners  of  property  in  Anthony  street  and 
its  vicinity,  perceiving  from  a  public  notice  in  the  papeis  of 
the  24th  September,  that  a  petition  has  been  presented  to  your 
honorable  body  for  widening  Anthony  street  twenty-five  feet 
on  the  south  side,  and  for  extending  the  same  through  to  Cha¬ 
tham  square,  would  most  respectfully  object  to  the  above- 
named  proposition,  and  do  most  earnestly  remonstrate  against 
the  same. 

1st.  On  the  ground  that  such  a  measure  is  impolitic  and  un¬ 
called  for,  Anthony  street  being  already  of  a  corresponding 
width  with  most  of  the  streets  running  parallel  with  the  same 
between  Chambers  and  Canal  streets. 

2d.  That  it  would  be  destructive  of  the  property  of,  and 
ruinous  to  many  widows  and  orphans. 

3d.  That  many  of  your  petitioners  have  been,  within  a  few 
years  last  past,  already  very  heavily  assessed  for  widening 
Chapel  street,  for  removing  the  block  of  buildings  bounded  by 
Anthony,  Cross  and  Little  Water  streets,  (now  a  public 
square,)  and  also  for  repairing  and  raising  Anthony  street,  to¬ 
gether  with  the  prospective  assessments  for  the  contemplated 
alteration  about  to  be  made  in  Centre  street,  and  for  the  wi¬ 
dening  of  Chatham  street.  Therefore,  we,  your  petitioners, 
trust  and  humbly  pray  your  honorable  body  wall  pause  before 
you  sanction  a  measure  which  will  impoverish  and  ruin  many, 
and  again  subject  your  petitioners  still  to  heavier  assessments. 

Thomas  M.  Harvey,  No.  8  Anthony  street. 

Estate  of  Alexander  Clark,  corner  of  Hudson  and  Anthony 
streets. 

George  Bowen,  Broadway,  corner  of  Anthony  street. 

Philip  Fay  Exeter,  No.  12  Anthony  street. 

Mariam  Flender,  No.  14  Anthony  street. 
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Walter  Bowne,  owner  of  several  lots. 

Charles  Jones,  )  ^  „  ,  v 

Joshua  Jones,  j  iiXecutoJs  of  J.  Jones,  deceased. 

Henry  Arcularius,  for  59  Hudson,  opposite  to  Anthony  st. 
William  K.  Strong,  in  behalf  of  the  heirs  of  M.  M.  Van 
Gieson,  for  property  corner  ofBroadway  and  Anthony  st. 
Richard  Van  Gieson,  as  heir  of  property  corner  of  Broadway 
and  Anthony  street. 

Daniel  Sickels,  34  Anthony  street. 

Cornelius  Ardenburg,  20  Anthony  street. 

Jane  Burdett,  No.  49  Anthony  street. 

James  H.  Hoffman. 

D.  Tunison,  53  Anthony  street  and  54,  two  lots. 

Peter  Brower,  56  Anthony  street. 

C.  P.  Brehaut,  59  Anthony  street. 

Elizabeth  Van  Beuren,  36  Anthony  street. 

Hannah  B.  Moore,  South-east  corner  of  Anthony  street. 
William  Spraight,  17  Anthony  street. 

William  Alexander,  7  Anthony  street. 

John  Elckert,  No.  57  Anthony  street. 

Letty  Dunlap,  corner  of  Anthony  and  Church,  N.  W.  cor. 
B.  Birdsall,  35  Anthony  street. 

Benjamin  Romaine,  4  houses  and  lots  in  Church,  near  An¬ 
thony  street. 

Cornelius  Van  Riper,  48  Anthony  street. 

Stephen  Rich,  No.  41  Anthony  street. 

Frederick  Stivers,  52  Anthony  street. 

Elijah  Valentine,  31  Mulberry  street,  corner  of  Cross  street. 
James  Ridgway. 

Cornelius  Schenck,  corner  of  Mulberry  and  Cross  streets. 
George  W.  Platt,  18  Mulberry  street,  against  extending. 
John  Shimmins. 

Dorothy  Minuse,  83  Cross  street. 

Felix  O’Neil,  149  Anthony  street. 

Daniel  M’Grath,  41  Orange  street. 

James  Healy,  58  Orange  street. 
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Peter  Gilhooly,  59  Orange  street. 

John  McGuire,  66  Orange  street. 

Cbristeny  Williams,  50  and  115  Anthony  street. 

Leonard  Fisher,  Jun.  14  Centre  street. 

James  Fisher,  20,  22  and  17,  Centre,  near  Anthony  street. 
Thomas  Fisher,  24  and  19  Centre,  corner  Anthony  street. 
Andrew  Fash,  50  and  52  Cross  street. 

Thomas  Boboho. 

George  de  Grass.  No.  137,  139  and  141  Anthony  street,  and 
26  Centre  street. 

Abby  McCabe,  107  Anthony  street. 

David  Crone,  corner  of  Anthony  and  Orange  streets. 

John  R.  Livingston,  owner  of  three  houses  on  Anthony  st. 
William  S.  Ross,  No.  145  and  147  Anthony  street. 

Louisa  R.  Fisher,  15  and  16  Centre  street. 

John  Risley,  No.  140  Anthony  street. 

Edward  J.  McGloin,  M.D.,  No.  128  Anthony  street. 
Michael  Kerrigan,  No.  123  Anthony  street. 
p  Cornelius  Sebring. 

John  H.  Minuse,  19  Anthony  street. 

Joseph  L.  Daymon,  No.  131  Anthony  street. 


To  the  Honorable  the  Common  Council  of  the  City  of  New 
York. 

The  undersigned,  owners  and  lessees  of  property  on  Cha¬ 
tham  square  and  its  vicinity,  represent : 

That  the  extension  of  Anthony  street  to  Chatham  square, 
will  take  away  portions,  .if  not  the  whole,  of  their  respective 
lots  and  improvements. 

That  after  due  consideration,  and  for  reasons  which  have 


703 


[Doc/  No.  106. 

been  repeatedly  urged,  and  which  are,  doubtless,  familiar  to 
your  honorable  body,  they  are  still  firmly  and  decidedly  op¬ 
posed  to  the  measure,  and  offer  this  as  their  remonstrance  and 
protest. 

New  York,  October  1st,  1836. 

John  Drake,  62  by  100  feet  on  Chatham  square,  and  25  by 
1 00  feet  on  Mott  street. 

James  H.  Beers,  Lease  corner  of  Chatham  and  Mott  st. 
her 

Rosanna  M  Beck,  42  by  98  on  Mulberry,  Nos.  10  and  II 
mark. 

Edwin  Stebbins,  No.  19  Mulberry  street. 

Samuel  T.  Skidmore,  No.  5  Mott  street,  lessee. 

Elijah  Valentine,  No.  85  and  89  Cross  street. 


To  the  Honorable  the  Common  Council  of  the  City  of  New 
York. 

The  undersigned,  owners  and  lessees  of  property  on  East 
Broadway,  the  Bowery,  Chatham  square  and  its  vicinity,  beg 
leave  respectfully  to  represent,  for  reasons  which  have  been 
repeatedly  urged,  and  with  which  your  honorable  body  are 
doubtless  familiar.  That  they  are  still  of  the  opinion  that  the 
benefits  to  be  derived  from  the  proposed  extension  of  Anthony 
street,  to  Chatham  square,  will  not  be  in  any  way  commensu¬ 
rate  with  the  enormous  expense  by  which  such  opening  can 
only  be  effected,  and  beg  leave  respectfully,  though  decidedly, 
to  remonstrate  against  the  measure,  as  one  which,  if  carried 
into  effect,  they  would  consider  in  a  high  degree  burdensome 
and  oppressive,  and  earnestly  remonstrate  against  widening 
said  street. 

New  York,  September  30 th,  1836. 
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V.  Rodriguez,  138  Church  street. 

John  Cunnen. 

Edward  Sherbach,  145  Leonard  street. 

Lewis  Calder,  404  Church  street. 

John  Calder,  134,  106  and  110  Church  street,  124, 126  and 
170  Duane  street. 

John  Ashby,  102  Church  street. 

Walter  P.  Jackson,  104  Church  street. 

James  Thompson,  Nos.  67,  69,  71  and  73  Cross  street. 
Thomas  Moony,  199  Chatham  square,  and  house  corner  of 
Cross  and  Orange  streets,  6th  ward  : 

Also  for  the  estate  of  Edward  Paterson,  deceased,  house 
corner  of  Cross  and  Orange  streets,  and  house  No.  92 
Cross  street,  and  house  No.  58  Orange  street,  6th  ward. 
Thomas  Curry,  No.  82  Anthony  street. 


To  the  Honorable  the  Common  Council  of  the  City  of  New 
York. 

The  undersigned,  owners  and  lessees  of  property  on  East 
Broadway,  the  Bowery,  Chatham  square  and  its  vicinity,  beg 
leave  respectfully  to  represent,  That,  for  reasons  which  have 
been  repeatedly  urged,  and  with  which  your  honorable  body 
are  doubtless  familiar,  they  are  still  of  the  opinion  that  the 
benefits  to  be  derived  from  the  proposed  extension  of  An¬ 
thony  street  to  Chatham  square  will  not  be  in  any  way  com¬ 
mensurate  with  the  enormous  expense,  by  which  such  opening 
can  only  be  effected,  and  beg  leave  respectfully,  though  decid¬ 
edly,  to  remonstrate  against  the  measure,  as  one,  which  if  car- 
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tied  into  effect  they  would  consider  in  a  high  degree  burden¬ 
some  and  oppressive. 

New  York,  September  30,  1836. 

William  Mead,  corner  of  the  Bowery  and  Division  street. 
James  D.  Mead, 

L.  B.  Heed,  14  and  16  Bowery. 

Samuel  Webb,  Bowery. 

Susannah  Drake,  49  Bowery. 

E.  C.  Barker,  152,  154  and  156  Chatham  street. 

James  S.  Reynolds,  26  Bowery  and  45  Bayard  street. 
Thomas  Martin,  24  Rowery. 

Elijah  Valentine,  31,  33,  35,  29, 27  and  25  Mulberry  street. 
Samuel  Stilwell. 

John  Drake,  27  and  35  Bowery. 

James  W.  Dominick,  Chatham  square. 

John  Larveyere,  206  and  208  Chatham  street,  and  6  Bow¬ 
ery. 

Jarvis  Baily,  37  Bowery,  Zoological  Institute. 

Joseph  O.  Bogart,  6  Pell  street,  and  20,  22  and  36  Bowery. 
S.  G.  Totterall,  181  Chatham  square,  by  John  Fleming,  At¬ 
torney. 

Joseph  Piggott,  5  lots  East  Broadway  and  2  in  Division 
street. 

John  Mehan,  58  East  Broadway. 

John  McNulty,  48  East  Broadway. 

Edward  Munson,  46  East  Broadway. 

Daniel  Peoples,  44  East  Broadway. 

Henry  Rem  sen,  guardian  and  lessor  of  several  lots  on  East 
Broadway  and  Chatham  street. 

M.  Stephenson,  54  East  Broadway. 

J.  K.  Hardenbrook,  34  East  Broadway. 

A.  Lawrence,  two  houses  27  East  Broad  wav. 

James  McDivitt,  158  East  Broadway. 

Robert  McDermut,  53  East  Broadway. 

C.  Dawney,  45  East  Broadway. 
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Howe  &  Weed,  82  Division  street,  corner  of  Forsyth  street. 
A.  Gujon,  60,  70,  71,  and  72  Division  street. 

John  Pease,  44,  43£,  47,  49,  and  51  Division  street,  five 
lots. 

Jabesh  Lovett,  67  East  Broadway. 

C.  Chamberlain,  Agent  for  James  Dobbin,  corner  of  East 
Broadway  and  Catherine  street,  and  No.  5  Division  street. 

Anson  Baker,  for  Charles  Baker,  36  East  Broadway  and 
17  Division  street. 

David  Baker,  51  East  Broadway  and  33  Bowery. 

Wm.  F.  Mott,  two  lots  No.  95  and  137  East  Broadway, 
and  one  lot  No.  59  Division  street. 

Gilbert  S.  Mount,  3  Market  street. 

B.  S.  Collins,  93  East  Broadway. 

S.  W.  Lowere,  105  East  Broadway. 

R.  L.  Scheiffelin,  107  East  Broadway,  and  Mulberry,  corner 
Cross  and  135  Madison  street. 

A.  M.  S.  Ferris,  115  East  Broadway. 

Ezekiel  Archer,  Division  street. 

Matthew  Lane,  83  Cross  street. 

Sarah  Good,  45  and  41  Mulberry  street. 

Justus  D.  Miller,  38  Mulberry  street. 

A.  Florentine,  58,  59  and  61  Mulberry  street. 

Fanny  Kirk,  47  and  49  Mulberry  street. 

Albert  Coles,  23  Mulberry  street. 

David  Brown,  for  widow  Raymond,  20  Mulberry  street. 
James  Miller,  34  Mulberry  street. 

William  Miller,  36  Mulberry  street. 

Abner  Chichester,  No.  4  Market  street. 

B.  R.  Robson,  No.  30  East  Broadway. 

W.  W.  Miner,  33  East  Broadway. 

Anthony  L.  Anderson,  40  East  Broadway. 

A.  W.  Hardenbrook,  23  Division  street. 

John  Sleanger,  38  East  Broadway. 

Albert  Z.  Banta,  32j  Catherine  street. 

Solomon  Fanning,  20  Catherine  street. 


707 


Doc.  No.  106.} 


To  the  Honorable  the  Common  Council  of  the  City  of  New 
York. 


The  undersigned,  owners  of  property,  understanding  that  a 
petition  has  been  sent  in  to  your  honorable  bodv,  for  the  pur¬ 
pose  of  widening  Anthony  street,  which,  in  the  event  of  its 
being  widened,  would  be  ruinous  to  many  widows  and  or¬ 
phans,  the  undersigned  would  most  respectfully  object  to  the 
same,  and  most  earnestly  remonstrate  against  the  widening  of 
said  street.  s 


1st.  The  street  is  40  feet  wide,  and  perfectly  straight ;  and 
the  principal  part  of  the  lots  on  the  line  of 'said  street  are 
owned  by  men  of  wealth,  who,  no  doubt,  will  build  good 
houses  when  the  leases  of  the  other  lots  expire. 

2d.  By  taking  off  25  feet,  as  is  contemplated,  would  cut  up 
the  lots  and  subject  the  owners  to  an  enormous  expense,  as 
many  of  the  lots  are  only  75  feet  in  depth  ;  the  widening  of 
said  street  is  certainly  uncalled  for,  and  is  now  a  correspond¬ 
ing  width  with  most  of  the  streets  running  parallel  with  it,  be¬ 
tween  Chambers  and  Canal  streets. 

3d.  Many  of  your  petitioners  have  been  very  heavily  as¬ 
sessed  for  widening  Chapel  street,  and  also  will  be  for  the  con¬ 
templated  improvement  in  Centre  street ;  and  we  trust  your 
honorable  body  will  pause  before  you  sanction  a  measure  which 
will  be  the  ruin  of  many,  and  again  subject  us  to  still  heavier 
assessments.  And  your  petitioners  will  ever  pray. 

New  York,  September  16,  1836. 

P.  Lorillard,  Jr.  corner  of  Elm  and  Anthony  streets. 

P.  Lorillard,  Jr.  for  himself  and  others,  106,  108,  and  113 
Anthony  street. 

Jeremiah  O’Donnel,  8, 10  and  12,  Centre  street. 

Mary  Bready,  No.  146  Anthony  street. 

Elizabeth  Costello,  120  Anthony  street. 
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Gerf  rude  Vul  tee,  114  Chatham  street. 

Dennis  Gillespie,  161  Anthony  sttreet,  No  13  Orange  street, 
and  34  Orange  street. 

Sarah  Waters,  No.  163  Anthony  street. 

John  L.  Dillon,  No.  496  Pearl  street.  Cross  street. 

George  Johnson,  No.  143  Anthony  street. 

Patrick  Collins,  No.  160  Anthony  street,  and  84  Cross  street, 
and  38  and  36J  Orange  street. 

John  McKenney,  37  Anthony  street. 

Matthias  Duff,  Anthony,  corner  of  Centre,  27  Centre. 

Ellen  W aters,  88  Cross  street. 

George  Brown,  No.  11  Mulberry  street. 

Luke  Corrigan,  50  and  46  City  Hall  place.. 

William  Elder,  76  Mulberry  street. 

John  A.  Sidell,  Attorney  for  M.  Isaacs,  lessee,  329  and  331 
Broadway. 

C.  J.  Gayler,  129,  131  and  135  Anthony  street. 

D.  Henriques,  130  and  132  Anthony  street. 

Tabby  Weede,  11  Orange  street. 

George  Gardner,  1 6..  Orange^street. 

Jacob  Weeks’  estate,  35  Mott  street. 

Samuel  Weeks,  43  and  45*Mott  street. 

John  McGowan,  43  and  45  Orange  street. 

Sierich  Blanke,  46  Orange  street. 

Thomas  Stephens,  50  Orange  street. 

John  Allan,  Executor  to  estate  of  Thomas  Egerton,  An¬ 
thony  street. 

Sarah  Waters,  163  Anthony  street. 

Matilda  Robins,  55  Hudson. 

Enos  Burrows,  corner  of  Leonard  and  Hudson. 

Thomas  Oliver  No.  37  Thomas  street. 

Jesse  Concfelin,  corner  Hudson  and  Jay,  No.  1 

John  P.  Bogert,  2  lots ;  one  128,  one  132  Church  street. 

Catharine  Cole,  l  lot- 130  Church  street. 

Elizaabeth  Calder,  134  do.  llofe 
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Charles  A.  Briggs,  owner  of  lot  No.  90  Chapel  street ;  Nos. 
"  28  and  30  Thomas  street,  corner  of  Chapel  street. 

John  Titus,  No.  8  Staple  street,  corner  of  Harrison. 

Chcry  L.  Piet,  No.  35  Anthony,  owner  of  a  lot  in  Anthony 
street. 

There  are  sixteen  widows  who  have  signed  the  remon¬ 
strance  against  widening  Anthony  street,  and  pray  they  may 
be  heard  before  the  Committee  at  the  next  meeting. 


New  York,  August  31,  1836. 
To  John  Ewen,  Esq.,  Street  Commissioner. 

Sir, — You  -will  please  take  notice  that  I  object  to  the  pro¬ 
posed  widening  and  extending  of  Anthony  street  into  Chatham 
street,  for  the  following  reasons : 

1st.  It  will  (if  carried  into  effect)  cause  a  great  many  trian¬ 
gular  lots,  and  make  four  ugly  shaped  blocks. 

2d.  It  will  necessarily  cause  the  filling  up  of  Mulberry  street, 
very  much  to  the  injury  of  the  buildings  on  that  street. 

3d.  It  will  be  a  decided  disadvantage  to  me,  as  it  will  take  a 
part  of  my  house,  which  I  have  lately  thoroughly  repaired,  and 
taken  up  my  residence  in,  and  from  which  I  cannot  remove 
without  very  great  inconvenience  and  loss,  having  built  on  the 
rear  of  the  lot  a  manufactory  with  furnaces  and  many  perma¬ 
nent  fixtures,  which  we  are  constantly  using,  and  cannot  re¬ 
move  without  serious  damage  to  our  business. 

Which  objections  are  respectfully  submitted,  by  your’s, 
GEORGE  W.  PLATT, 

Owner  and  occupant  of  No.  18  Mulberry  street 


BOARD  OF  ALDERMEN, 


MARCH  20,  1837. 


The  following  communication  was  received  from  Henry  Bar¬ 
clay,  respecting  the  opening  of  Anthony  street.  Laid  on 
the  table,  and  ordered  to  be  printed  for  the  use  of  the  mem¬ 
bers. 

THOMAS  BOLTON,  Clerk. 


To  the  Honorable  the  Common  Council  of  the  City  of  New 
York: 

The  undersigned  respectfully  represent,  that  he  is  owner  of 
eleven  lots  of  ground  in  the  vicinity  of  Anthony  street  and 
Broadway ;  six  of  which  are  on  Broadway,  and  adjoining  the 
proposed  widening  of  the  street,  and  that  he  is  in  favor  of  the 
widening  and  extending  of  Anthony  street,  as  now  proposed 
to  the  Common  Council ;  and  that  he  has  not  heretofore  had  an 
opportunity  of  expressing  himself  upon  the  subject,  being  a 
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non-resident  of  this  city.  He  therefore  hopes  that  the  said 
■widening  and  extending  of  Anthony  street,  may  be  ordered 
by  your  Honorable  Body. 

Respectfully,  your  petitioner, 

For  HENRY  BARCLAY. 

ABRAHAM  R.  LUYSTER. 


New  York,  March  17,  1837. 


DOCUMENT,  NO.  107. 


BOARD  OF  ALDERMEN, 

MARCH  13,  1837. 


Report  of  the  Committee  on  Lamps  and  Gas,  recommending 
the  adoption  of  a  uniform  “  Table  of  Distances'*  for 
placing  Lamps  in  the  Streets  and  Avenues.  Laid  on  the 
table  and  ordered  to  be  printed. 

THOMAS  BOLTON,  Clerk, 


,Y«uaflaTAv/  HAiManan 

Resolved,  That  the  Lamp  Committee  inquire  into  the  ex¬ 
pediency  of  designating  the  distances  at  which  lamps  are  to  be 
placed  by  the  Superintendent  of  Lamps,  in  the  different  streets 
and  avenues  of  the  city,  when  ordered  by  the  Common  Council. 


The  Committee  on  Lamps  and  Gas,  to  whom  was  referred 
the  annexed  resolution  to  inquire  into  the  expediency  of  desig- 
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nating  the  distances  at  which  lamps  should  be  placed  by  the 
Superintendent,  in  the  streets  and  avenues  of  our  city,  respect¬ 
fully 

REPORT: 

That  considering  the  subject  as  one  of  very  great  import¬ 
ance,  both  to  the  comfort  and  safety  of  our  fellow  citizens; 
they  have  made  use  of  every  means  in  their  power  to  ascer¬ 
tain  the  exact  distance  at  which  the  light  from  the  lamps 
would  be  most  effective ;  and  as  the  result  of  their  inquiries, 
would  recommend  to  the  Common  Council  the  adoption  of 
the  accompanying  table  of  distances,  as  prepared  by  the  Su¬ 
perintendent  of  Lamps  and  Gas,  which,  in  the  opinion  of  the 
Committee  combines  the  two  important  principles  of  utility 
and  economy,  viz. :  by  obtaining  the  greatest  amount  of  bene¬ 
fit  at  the  least  possible  expense. 

Resolved.  That  it  being  highly  expedient  to  adopt  a  uniform 
table  of  distances,  for  placing  lamps  in  the  streets  and  avenues 
of  this  city  ;  that,  therefore,  it  shall  be  the  duty  of  the  Super¬ 
intendent  of  Lamps  to  be  governed  by  the  accompanying 
“  Table  of  Distances,”  and  to  cause  the  lamps  to  be  placed  (as 
near  as  circumstances  will  permit,)  in  conformity  to  its  pro¬ 
visions. 

JOHN  Y.  GREENFIELD, 
NEHEMIAH  WATERBURY, 
IRA  B.  WHEELER. 
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THE  FOLLOWING 

TABLE  OF  DISTANCES 

IS  PROPOSED  FOR  ERECTING  LAMPS  IN  THE  SEVERAL 
STREETS  AND  AVENUES. 


Width 

of 

Streets. 

Distance 

Lamps. 

A  street  or  avenue 

100  feet. 

60  feet. 

Do.  do.  between 

90  and  100 

65  « 

Do.  do.  do. 

80  “  90 

70  “ 

Do.  do.  do. 

70  “  80 

*75  « 

Do.  do.  do. 

60  “  70 

80  « 

Do.  do.  do. 

50  «  60 

85  “ 

Do.  do.  do. 

40  “  50 

90  « 

Do.  do.  do. 

30  “  40 

95  « 

Do.  do.  do. 

20  «  30 

100  « 

To  this  should  be  added  the  width  of  the  cross  streets,  and 
when  such  streets  exceed  in  width  thirty  feet,  the  corner  lamps 
should  be  doubled. 


' 


* 

.-,M  nil 

iv.ld^obrcni  Jhkjoris 


DOCUMENT  NO.  108. 


BOARD  OF  ALDERMEN, 

DECEMBER  28,  1836. 


Report  of  the  Committee  on  Salaries,  on  the  resolution  to 
mt°  tke  exPediencV  °f  increasing  the  salary  of 
the  Mayor  and  District  Attorney,  and  of  making  the 
Corporation  Attorney  a  Salary  Officer.  Amended,  and,  as 
amended,  adopted. 

THOMAS  BOLTOV,  Clerk. 


Resolved,  That  it  be  referred  to  the  Committee  on  Salaries 
to  inquire  into  and  report  upon  the  expediency  of  increasing 
the  salaries  of  the  Mayor  of  the  City  of  New  York,  and  of 
the  District  Attorney  of  this  district,  and  also  of  rendering  the 
Corporation  Attorney  a  Salary  Officer,  and  'also  what  salary 
should  be  affixed  to  said  office. 


The  Committee  on  Salaries  of  the  Board  of  Aldermen,  to 
whom  was  referred  the  annexed  resolution  to  inquire  into  the 
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expediency  of  increasing  the  salary  of  the  Mayor  and  District 
Attorney  of  this  District,  and  also  of  rendering  the  Corporation 
Attorney  a  Salary  Officer,  and  also  what  salary  should  be 
affixed  to  that  office,  respectfully 

REPORT : 

That  they  have  given  the  subjects  of  inquiry  specified  in  the 
resolution,  that  attention  they  demand.  As  it  respects  increas¬ 
ing  the  salary  of  the  Mayor,  it  will  be  recollected  by  the 
Board,  that  the  Legislature  of  the  State,  some  years  ago,  (in 
1821,)  declared  that  the  salary  of  this  officer  should  not  ex¬ 
ceed  the  sum  of  four  thousand  dollars  per  annum ;  and  the 
Corporation  are,  therefore,  prohibited  from  using  any  thing 
like  liberality,  or  scarcely  justice,  towards  this  officer  and  the 
amount  of  his  salary.  Your  Committee  feel  well  convinced 
that  the  present  pay  (to  wit,  three  thousand  dollars,)  allowed 
the  Chief  Magistrate  of  our  City,  is  scarcely  a  compensation 
for  the  time  which  he  ordinarily  passes  in  the  office,  and  not 
more  than  is  paid  to  individuals  holding  stations  far  inferior  to 
him  in  responsibility  or  trust;  and  that  the  other  services  he 
renders,  and  which  are  well  known  to  be,  at  times,  very  ar¬ 
duous,  and  the  due  execution  of  them  very  important  to  the 
public,  are  unpaid  for  by  the  city  ;  it  is  also  well  known  that 
he  is  compelled  to  make  large  expenditures,  in  shewing  those 
rites  of  hospitality  to  strangers  and  others,  who  visit  our  city, 
which  custom  has  now  imposed  on  him,  and  which  is  consi¬ 
dered  as  part  of  the  duties  of  the  Mayor ;  and  which  expendi¬ 
tures  are  much  increased  at  this  present  time,  owing  to  the 
high  prices  of  the  articles  of  living.  Your  Committee,  although 
unwilling  to  increase  the  salaries  of  Public  Officers,  beyond 
what  reason  and  a  proper  economy  dictate,  and  what  public 
opinion  would  justify,  think  that  the  salary  of  the  Mayor  of 
this  City  should  not  be  so  small  as  to  prevent  a  person  of  mo¬ 
derate  pecuniary  means  accepting  the  trust,  if  the  people  so 
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"HI ;  nor,  on  the  other  hand,  so  large  as  to  be  sought  after  for 
pecuniary  gam,  but  so  graduated,  as  to  meet  the  expenditures 
necessarily  incurred  by  the  person  holding  the  office;  and  in 
this  view  of  the  subject  they  have  no  doubt  but  that  our  con¬ 
stituents  will  readily  concur;  and  your  Committee,  therefore. 

~nd  ™™;ease  of  lhe  saIary  0f  the  May°r  to  the 

extent  allowed  by  law,  viz.,  four  thousand  dollars  ;  and  they 
also  suggest  the  expediency  of  the  Corporation  applying  to 
t  ;LetglSlaT’  at  their  ensuing  Session,  ,o  take  the  limit  or 
res  notion  off,  so  that  they  may,  if  in  their  wisdom  thev  deem 

surat^l  6  S3lary  °f  thC  May°r  t0  8n  am0Unt  conimen- 
surate  with  the  importance  and  standing  of  the  office  and  its 

Your  Committee  think  that  the  salary  of  the  District  At- 

J0aw  Offi  10  Pr0frr  u°  the  Salaries  paid  the  State  to  its 
Law  Officers,  and  who  have  to  perform  duties  equally  onerous 
and  important  to  the  public  as  those  of  the  District  Attorney 
and  they  deem  it  inexpedient  to  encrease  the  pay  of  this  officer! 

Your  Committee  differ  much  on  the  subject  of  making  the 
office  of  Corporation  Attorney  a  Salary  Office ;  and  as  this  is 
a  subject  more  within  the  experience  and  knowledge  of  the 

th3ev  B°ard>  than  that  of  y°ur  Committee, 

they  ask  to  be  discharged  from  further  consideration  of  the 
same,  and  they  offer  the  following  resolutions : 

Resolved,  That  it  is  inexpedient  to  increase  the  salary  of 

the  District  Attorney  of  this  District.  7 

Resolved,  That  it  is  expedient  than  an  application  be  made 
to  he  Legislature  of  this  State,  to  have  the  law  so  altered  as 
to  leave  the  salary  of  the  Mayor  of  this  City  without  any  re- 

™°mt  ,ha,may  be  paid "  *"'™i  b? 


Resolved,  That  the  Committee  be  discharged  from  any 


714 


Doc,  No,  108.] 

further  consideration  of  the  resolution  relating  to  the  Corpora¬ 
tion  Attorney,  and  that  it  be  referred  to  the  Law  Committee. 
All  which  is  respectfully  submitted. 

EGBERT  BENSON, 

D.  BANKS, 

IRA  B.  WHEELER. 


DOCUMENT  No.  109. 


BOARD  OF  ALDERMEN, 

MARCH  13,  1837, 


Report  of  the  Committee  on  Laws,  on  the  communication  of 
the  Counsel  of  the  Board,  relative  to  the  claim  of  Mrs.  Re¬ 
becca  Jones,  for  compensation  for  right  of  wharfage  de¬ 
stroyed  by  filling  Old  slip.  Adopted. 

THOMAS  BOLTON,  Clerk, 


The  subscriber  respectfully  informs  the  Common  Council, 
that  a  resolution  was  passed,  in  the  month  of  April  last,  pro¬ 
viding  for  the  settlement,  by  appraisers  or  um  pire,  in  the  usual 
mode,  of  the  amount  to  be  paid  to  the  representatives  of  the 
estate  of  Isaac  0.  Jones,  deceased,  as  compensation  for  a  right 
of  wharfage  belonging  to  said  estate,  and  which  was  de¬ 
stroyed  by  the  filling  up  of  Old  slip.  The  claim  upon  which 
this  resolution  was  passed,  was  made  by  Mrs.  Rebecca  Jones, 
the  widow  of  Mr.  Jones,  as  administratrix  of  his  estate,  she 
having  been  also  appointed,  by  the  Surrogate,  the  guardian  of 
bis  infant  Children. 


Doc.  No.  109.]  1T6 

As  the  property  thus  affected  by  the  filling  up  of  Old  slip, 
was  in  the  nature  of  real  estate,  it  belonged  to  the  children  of 
Mrs.  Jones,  subject  to  Mrs.  Jones’  right  of  dower.  Mrs. 
Jones  therefore  has  no  power,  either  as  administratrix  or  as 
general  guardian  of  her  children,  to  appoint  an  appraiser,  or 
execute  any  bond  of  submission,  or  receive  any  amount  which 
might  be  awarded  on  their  behalf ;  nor  can  any  thing  be  done 
to  bind  the  children,  or  make  it  perfectly  safe  for  the  Corpo¬ 
ration  to  pay,  without  the  aid  of  the  Court  of  Chancery.  The 
regular  mode,  in  that  court,  of  ascertaining  amounts  claimed, 
is  by  reference  to  a  Master  in  Chancery,  and  not  by  arbitra¬ 
tion  or  appraisement ;  and  in  the  present  case  the  Court  of 
Chancery  would  not  sanction  the  acceptance  for  the  infant 
children,  of  any  sum,  without  a  reference  to  a  Master,  to  in¬ 
quire  and  report  as  to  the  amount  which  should  be  received 
on  their  behalf.  Under  these  circumstances  it  is  proposed,  on 
behalf  of  Mr.  Jones’  estate,  that  the  necessary  application 
shall  be  made  by  Mrs.  Jones  to  the  Vice  Chancellor ;  and  that 
in  lieu  of  the  above  mentioned  resolution  of  the  Common 
Council,  another  resolution  should  be  passed,  providing  for  the 
payment  of  such  amount  as  may  be  ascertained  and  reported 
to  be  justly  due  by  such  Master  of  the  Court  of  Chancery  as 
the  Vice  Chancellor  may,  upon  such  application,  appoint  to 
examine  and  report  upon  the  same.  This  course  appears  to 
the  subscriber  to  be  free  from  objection  ;  and  if  it  should  meet 
the  views  of  the  Common  Council,  a  resolution  in  the  follow¬ 
ing  form  would  be  the  proper  one  to  be  passed : 

“  Resolved,  That  the  Common  Council  do  hereby  agree,  that 
the  amount  to  be  paid  to  the  parties  interested  in  the  estate  of 
the  late  Isaac  C.  Jones,  deceased,  for  the  claim  made  by  Mrs. 
Rebecca  Jones,  on  behalf  of  such  estate,  for  compensation  for 
a  right  of  wharfage,  destroyed  by  the  filling  up  of  Old  slip,  shall 
be  settled  and  determined  by  such  Master  in  the  Court  of  Chan¬ 
cery  as  the  Vice  Chancellor  of  the  First  Circuit  may  select 
for  that  purpose,  on  an  application  to  be  made  to  him  by,  or  on 
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behalf,  of  the  said  parties,  and  at  their  own  expense.  And  that 
on  the  approval  or  confirmation  of  the  report  of  such  Master, 
in  the  premises,  the  Comptroller  shall  pay  the  amount  which 
may  be  so  settled  and  determined,  to  such  party  or  parties  as 
may,  by  the  order  of  the  said  Court,  be  authorized  to  receive 
the  same;  and  that,  on  making  such  payment,  the  Counsel 
shall  obtain  such  release  or  releases  as  may  be  necessary  to 
extinguish  all  claims  and  demands  against  the  Corporation,  on 
the  part  of  the  said  parties,  or  any  of  them,'  by  reason,  or  on 
account  of,  such  right  of  wharfage.” 


February  21th,  1837. 


R.  EMMET. 


The  Committee  on  laws,  &c.  of  the  Board  of  Aldermen,  to 
whom  was  referred  the  annexed  communication  and  resolution 
from  the  Counsel  of  the  Board,  relative  to  the  claim  of  Mrs. 
Rebecca  Jones,  for  compensation  for  a  right  of  wharfage  de¬ 
stroyed  by  filling  up  Old  slip,  respectfully 

REPORT: 

That  the  Common  Council,  by  a  resolution  passed  in  April 
last,  having  consented  to  the  adjustment  of  the  claim  of  Mrs. 
Jones,  by  authorizing  the  appointment  of  appraisers  to  fix  the 
value  of  the  property  so  destroyed  by  the  filling  up  of  Old 
slip,  it  is  not  requisite  to  renew  the  inquiry  into  the  merits  of 
her  claim.  It  appears,  by  the  communication  of  the  Counsel, 
that  the  property,  being  in  the  nature  of  real  estate,  belonged 
to  the  children  of  Mr.  Jones,  subject  to  Mrs.  Jones’  right  of 
dower.  Those  children  being  infants,  there  is  no  power  on  her 
part  to  appoint  appraisers  or  to  release  their  interest,  as  con¬ 
templated  by  the  former  proceedings  of  the  Corporation. 
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The  Committee  concur  with  the  Counsel  of  the  Board,  in 
his  opinion  that  an  application  to  the  Court  of  Chancery  is  the 
proper  mode  to  obtain  a  release  of  the  right  of  the  infant  chil¬ 
dren.  The  value  of  the  property  can  as  well  be  ascertained 
by  a  Master  in  Chancery  as  by  appraisers. 

The  Committee  therefore  recommend  the  adoption  of  the 
resolution  recommended  by  the  Counsel  in  these  words ; 

“  Resolved,  That  the  Common  Council  do  hereby  agree,  that 
the  amount  to  be  paid  to  the  parties  interested  in  the  estate  of 
the  late  Isaac  C.  J ones,  deceased,  for  the  claim  made  by  Mrs, 
Rebecca  J  ones,  on  behalf  of  such  estate,  for  compensation  for 
right  of  wharfage  destroyed  by  the  filling  up  of  Old  slip,  shall 
be  settled  and  determined  by  such  Master  of  the  Court  of  Chan¬ 
cery,  as  the  Vice  Chancellor  of  the  First  Circuit  may  select 
for  that  purpose,  on  an  application  to  be  made  to  him  by,  or 
on  behalf,  of  the  said  parties,  and  at  their  own  expense  ;  no¬ 
tice  being  first  given  to  the  Counsel  of  the  Corporation.  And 
that  on  the  approval  or  confirmation  of  the  report  of  such  Mas¬ 
ter  in  the  premises,  the  Comptroller  shall  pay  the  amount  which 
may  be  so  settled  and  determined,  to  such  party  or  parties  as 
may,  by  the  order  of  the  said  Court,  be  authorized  to  receive 
the  same ;  and  that,  on  making  such  payment,  the  Counsel 
shall  obtain  such  release  or  releases  as  may  be  necessary  to 
extinguish  all  claims  and  demands  against  the  Corporation  on 
the  part  of  the  said  parties,  or  any  of  them,  by  reason,  or  on 
account  of,  such  right  of  wharfage. 

R.  R.  WARD, 

D.  RANDELL, 

D.  P.  INGRAHAM. 


DOCWMEKT  HO.  110. 


BOARD  OF  ALDERMEN, 

MARCH  13,  1837. 


Report  of  the  Finance  Committee,  on  the  account  rendered  by 
the  Clerk  of  the  City  and  County,  for  services  rendered, 
in  relation  to  taking  the  census  of  1835.  Adopted. 

THOMAS  BOLTON,  Clerk. 


The  Finance  Committee  to  whom  was  referred  the  annexed 
communication  from  the  Comptroller,  presenting  an  account 
of  the  Clerk  of  the  City  and  County,  for  services  rendered,  in 
relation  to  the  census  of  1835,  respectfully 

REPORT: 

That  having  carefully  examined  the  law  applicable  to  the 
compensation  of  Clerks  of  Counties,  for  the  duties  imposed 
upon  them  in  the  taking  of  a  census,  they  are  of  opinion  that 


720 


Doc.  No.  110] 

no  legal  provision  can  be  found  for  some  of  the  charges  in  the 
account  now  presented. 

The  only  services  required  from  the  Clerk,  by  law  (3d  chap. 
1st  part  Revised  Statutes,  §  5  and  1 1,)  are  as  follows  : 

1st.  To  distribute  the  blank  returns,  &c„  transmitted  to  him 
by  the  Secretary  of  State,  among  the  several  Marshals,  ap¬ 
pointed  to  take  the  enumeration. 

2d.  To  make  and  transmit  to  the  Secretary  of  State,  an  ab¬ 
stract  of  the  returns  of  the  enumeration,  &c.,  received  by  him 
from  the  Marshals. 

For  the  first  of  those  duties,  the  law  does  not  appear  to  con¬ 
template  any  compensation.  For  the  second,  it  provides  (j  13) 
that  the  accounts  for  the  services  of  the  County  Clerk,  in  mak¬ 
ing  out  the  abstracts  (of  the  enumeration  taken  by  the  Mar¬ 
shals,)  shall  be  audited  in  the  City  of  New  Yrork,  by  the  Com¬ 
mon  Council,  thereof,  and  paid  as  part  of  the  contingent  ex¬ 
penses  of  such  city. 

In  the  present  case,  the  Clerk  has  charged  for  receiving  and 
distributing  books  to“*MarshaIs,  ten  dollars.  This  duty  is  cer¬ 
tainly  required  from  him,  but  as  no  provision  whatever  is 
made  for  paying  any*Compensation,  therefor,  the  Committee 
are  of  opinion  that  it  is  his  duty  as  Clerk,  to  perform  such  ser¬ 
vices  gratuitously. 

The  account  also  contains  the  following  charges,  viz. : 

Twenty  days’  service  in  estimating  the  returns  of 

the  several  Marshals,  at  three  dollars  per  day  $60  00 

Draft  return  of  Census . 7  66 

Copy  of  return  forwarded  to  the  Secretary  of  State  4  03 

Those  charges  come  under  the  head  of  making  and  trans¬ 
mitting  to  the  Secretary  of  State  an  abstract  of  the  returns  of 
the  enumeration,  and  are  therefore  proper. 

The  Committee  are  of  opinion  that  the  amounts  charged  by 
the  Clerk  for  those  items,  are  reasonable  and  correct,  and  that 
they  are  the  only  strictly  legitimate  charges  in  the  account. 
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The  other  services  performed  by  the  Clerk,  and  charged  for 
in  his  account,  are  as  follows : 

Filing  114  books  of  returns,  for  fifteen  wards  .  $7  12 

The  law  does  not  direct  the  filing  of  the  returns,  but  admit- 
ing  it  to  be  necessary  and  proper,  there  is  no  provision  for 
compensation  for  so  doing. 

Di'awing  affidavits  to  returns  of  each  ward  .  $5  40 

Administering  fourteen  oaths  .  .  .  .  i  75 

The  9th  section  of  the  above  chapter  of  the  Revised  Sta¬ 
tutes,  directs  that  the  return  to  be  made  by  each  Marshal, 
shall  be  sworn  to  by  him  before  any  officer  authorized  to  ad¬ 
minister  oaths. 

The  Committee  are  of  opinion  that  it  is  the  business  of  the 
Marshals  to  cause  the  necessary  affidavits  to  be  prepared  and 
to  swear  to  the  same  at  their  own  expense. 

Copy  of  census  to  file,  with  certificate  and  seal  $4  03 

This  is  not  required  by  the  statute,  and  the  Clerk,  if  he  deems 
it  necessary,  must  do  it  as  part  of  the  duties  of  his  office,  for 
which  the  law  provides  no  compensation. 

Notifying  ten  Marshals  to  correct  their  returns  .  $2  50 

The  same  remark  applies  to  this  item. 

The  Committee  have  thus  considered  each  separate  charge 
in  the  account,  and  the  result  is,  that  according  to  their  views 
of  the  law  the  three  items  which  have  reference  to  making 
and  transmitting  to  the  Secretary  of  State  the  abstract  of  the 
returns  of  the  Marshals,  and  which  amount  to  seventy-one 
dollars  sixty-nine  cents,  should  be  allowed,  and  that  the  remain¬ 
ing  charges  should  be  rejected. 
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The  Committee  have  examined  that  part  of  the  Revised 
Statutes  which  declares  what  shall  be  deemed  “county- 
charges,”  with  a  view  of  discovering  whether  there  was  any 
general  provision  under  which  those  rejected  charges,  or  any 
of  them  could  be  claimed.  They  find  that  “  the  monies  ne¬ 
cessarily  expended  by  any  county  officer,  in  executing  the  du¬ 
ties  of  his  office,  in'  cases  in  which  no  specific  compensation 
for  such  services,  is  provided  by  law,  are  expressly  declared 
to  be  county  charges  ;  but  as  this  only  applies  to  monies  ex¬ 
pended,  it  has  no  bearing  in  favor  of  any  item  in  the  account 
now  under  consideration. 

In  thus  reporting  unfavorably  upon  some  of  the  items  in  the 
Clerk’s  account,  the  Committee  would  state  explicitly  that  they 
do  not  entertain  the  least  doubt  that  all  the  services  charged 
for,  were  actually  performed  by  the  Clerk,  in  good  faith,  but 
they  conceive  that  the  Common  Council  are  to  be  strictly  go¬ 
verned  by  the  law  in  making  compensation.  They  therefore 
submit  the1  following  resolution : 

Resolved,  That  the  account  of  Thomas  Jeremiah  be  audit¬ 
ed  at  seventy-one  dollars  sixty-nine  cents,  and  that  the  Comp¬ 
troller  draw  his  warrant  in  favor  of  the  Clerk  for  that  sum. 

D.  P.  INGRAHAM, 
EDWARD  TAYLOR, 

D.  BANKS. 


DOCUMENT  NO.  Hi. 


board  of  aldermen, 


MARCH  13,  1837. 


Report  of  the  Committee  on  Markets,  on  the  subject  of  esta¬ 
blishing  a  new  Market ,  between  Christopher,  Washington, 
Amos  and  Wethawken  streets.  Laid  on  the  table  and  or¬ 
dered  to  be  printed. 

THOMAS  BOLTON,  Clerk. 


The  Joint  Market  Committee  to  whom  the  petition  of  Abra¬ 
ham  Van  Nest  and  sundry  other  freeholders  and  inhabitants 
of  this  city,  was  referred,  respectfully 

REPORT: 

That  the  petitioners  who  are  principally  inhabitants  of  the 
9th  ward,  and  reside  in  the  vicinity  of  the  Greenwich  Market, 
represent  in  their  petition  that  the  accommodations  afforded 
to  the  inhabitants  is  by  far  too  limited  for  the  growing  popu- 
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lation  of  tHat  district  of  the  city,  and  is  not  adequate  to  the 
present  wants  of  the  inhabitants,  who  resort  to  and  depend 
upon  it  for  their  daily  supplies,  and  that  in  consequence  thereof 
they  are  put  to  great  inconvenience  in  being  obliged  to  make 
their  purchases  at  other  and  more  distant  Markets,  they  there¬ 
fore  pray  that  said  Market  may  be  enlarged  so  as  to  afford 
accommodations  adequate  to  the  growing  wants  of  that  part 
of  the  city,  and  they  suggest  the  propriety  of  taking  the  neces¬ 
sary  measures  for  obtaining  the  block  of  ground  between  Chris¬ 
topher,  Washington,  Amos  and  Weehawken  streets,  for  the 
purpose  of  such  Market. 

Your  Committee  have  examined  this  subject  With  the  caution 
which  its  importance  would  seem  to  demand,  and  after  mature 
reflection,  they  are  satisfied  that  the  petitioners  have  just  cause 
for  complaint.  The  section  of  our  city  where  the  petitioners 
principally  reside,  is  growing  as  rapidly  as  any  other  part 
and  yet  in  reference  to  Market  accommodations  they  are  but 
indifferently  supplied. 

Your  Committee  are  fully  of  the  opinion  that  some  measures 
ought  to  be  adopted  to  meet  the  views  of  the  petitioners,  as 
to  enlarged  Market  accommodations,  and  they  can  perceive 
none  more  worthy  the  consideration  of  the  Board  than  the  one 
proposed  by  the  petitioners.  They  therefore  beg  leave  to  pro¬ 
pose  the  following  resolution : 


Resolved,  That  the  Counsel  of  the  Board  be  authorized  to 
apply  to  the  Legislature  for  permission  to  take  the  block  of 
ground  between  Christopher,  Washington,  Amos  and  Wee¬ 
hawken  streets  for  Market  purposes. 

NEHEMIAH  WATERBURY, 

D.  RANDELL, 

JOHN  Y.  GRENFIELD, 

JOHN  SCHMELZEL, 

ISAAC  B.  MERRITT, 
WILLIAM  HALL. 


BOCWMEMT,  NO.  112. 


BOARD  OF  ALDERMEN, 

MARCH  20,  1837. 


The  Committee  on  Lands  and  Places,  to  whom  had  been  refer¬ 
red  the  subject  relating  to  a  Rural  Cemetery,  presented  the 
following  Report  thereon,  which  was  laid  on  the  table  and 
directed  to  be  printed,  together  with  the  amendments  of  the 
Board  of  Assistant  Aldermen. 

THOMAS  BOLTON,  Clerk, 


The  Committee  on  Lands  and  Places,  to  whom  was  refer¬ 
red  the  annexed  papers  relative  to  the  Public  Cemetery  re¬ 
spectfully 


REPORT: 

That  they  invited  the  presons  remonstrating  against  the  pro¬ 
ject,  to  appear  before  them  and  state  their  objections  to  it. 
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which  they  did  in  full ;  and  your  Committee  also  offered  to  ap¬ 
pend  their  objections  to  this  report,  if  they  would  give  them 
in  writing.  This  they  have  not  done.  The  objections  were, 
first,  to  the  closing  the  avenues ;  then,  to  the  project  generally. 
Your  Committee  cannot  see  any  necessity  for  asking  of  the- 
Legislature,  at  present,  if  ever,  for  permission  to  close  the 
avenues  ;  on  the  contrary,  they  believe  the  purposes  of  the  Ce¬ 
metery  wifi  be  as  well  obtained  by  leaving  the  avenues  open, 
and  thereby  giving  free  access  to  it.  As  for  the  objections  to 
the  project  generally,  your  Committtee  did  not  think  them¬ 
selves  authorized  to  act  on,  or  report  on  them.  Both  Boards 
of  the  Common  Council  having  adopted  the  resolutions  to  es¬ 
tablish  a  Public  Cemetery,  also  to  locate  it  at  that  place  f 
we  therefore-confine  ourselves  merely  to  the  amendments  pas¬ 
sed  by  the  Board  of  Assistant  Aldermen  ;  more  particularly  as 
the  whole  subject,  having  been  for  nearly  two  years  before  the 
Common  Council,  and  very  frequently  discussed,  it  did  appear 
to  your  Committee  that  the  remonstrants  should  not,  in  justice 
to  themselves  and  to  the  time  of  the  members,  have  delayed 
bringing  forward  their  objections  to  this  late  period.  With 
these  views  the  Committee  would  lespectfully  recommend  to 
the  Board  of  Aldermen  as  follows,  viz. 

1st.  Amendment  of  Board  of  Assistant  Aldermen,  (to  ex¬ 
tend  to  Hudson  River,)  to  be  concurred  in. 

2d.  Amendment,  (proviso,)  to  be  concurred  in. 

3d.  New  resolution,  (as  to  title,)  to  be  concurred  in. 

Resolved,  that  the  last  resolution  be  amended  by  striking  out 
the  words  to  close  the  9th  and  11th  avenues,  between  151st 
and  155th  streets;  and  also  so  as  to  read,  “Resolved,  that 
application  be  made  to  the  Legislature  to  close  152d,  153d 
and  154th  streets.” 

JOHN  Y.  GREENFIELD, 

D.  RANDELL. 
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Resolutions,  as  amended  by  both  Boards. 


ls£.  Resolved,  That  the  lands  now  owned  by  James  Con¬ 
nor,  and  situated  between  the  8th  avenue  and  Hudson  River, 
and  151st  and  155th  streets,  (and  particularly  described  in 
the  letter  of  the  said  James  Conner,  hereto  annexed,)  be 
purchased  at  a  price  not  exceeding  fourteen  hundred  dollars 
per  acre  5  provided  that  the  permission  and  leave  mentioned 
in  the  following  2d  and  3d  resolutions  be  first  had  and  obtained. 

2d.  Resolved,  That  application  be  made  to  the  Legislature 
at  its  next  session,  for  permission  to  close  the  9th  and  11th 
avenues,  between  151st  and  155th  streets;  and  also  to  close 
152d,  153d  and  154th  streets. 

3d.  Resolved,  That  an  application  be  also  made  for  leave  to 
issue  a  stock,  bearing  an  interest  of  five  per  cent,  redeemable 
within  seven  years,  for  the  amount  of  the  said  purchase  mo¬ 
ney  ;  and  that  the  said  land  shall  be  paid  for  in  such  stock  at 
par,  or  in  cash,  at  the  pleasure  of  the  Corporation. 

4 th.  Resolved,  That  the  land  thus  to  be  purchased  of  the 
said  James  Conner  and  others,  be  set  apart  and  appropriated 
for  a  Rural  Cemetery,  or  Burial  Place. 

5th.  Resolved.  That  the  title  to  the  land  shall  be  examined 
by  the  Counsel  of  the  Board,  and  reported  upon  by  him  as 
perfect,  before  carrying  the  foregoing  resolutions  into  effect. 
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BOARD  OF  ALDERMEN, 


MARCH  27,  1837. 


Report  of  the  Committee  on  Finance,  on  the  Petition  of  the 
New  Brunswick  Transportation  Company,  for  a  lease  of 
the  Red  Fort,  at  the  foot  of  Hubert  street.  Adopted. 

THOMAS  BOLTON,  Clerk. 


The  Committee  on  Finance,  to  whom  was  referred  the  an¬ 
nexed  petition  from  the  New  Brunswick  Canal  and  Transport¬ 
ation  Company,  for  a  lease  of  the  Red  Fort,  at  the  foot  of  Hu¬ 
bert  street,  on  the  North  River,  respectfully 

REPORT : 

That  the  Company  represent  themselves  to  be  engaged  in 
the  transportation  of  coal  from  the  mines  in  Pennsylvania,  to 
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this  city;  that  they  are  greatly  inconvenienced,  and  the  cost  of 
their  coal  greatly  increased,  in  consequence  of  difficulty  in 
landing  the  same,  and  the  great  delay  in  unloading  at  the  pub¬ 
lic  docks ;  that  their  business  principally  consists  in  freight 
and  transportation,  and  that  they  are  willing  to  furnish  coal  to 
the  city  at  cost,  if  they  can  be  provided  with  a  suitable  place 
for  landing  the  same.  Your  Committee,  being  sensible  of  the 
importance  of  any  arrangement  which  will  furnish  a  supply  of 
coal  to  this  city,  at  lower  prices  than  those  charged  during  the 
present  year,  have  had  several  interviews  with  the  agents  of 
the  petitioners  on  the  subject.  The  petitioners  are  the  owners 
of  the  Delaware  and  Raritan  Canal,  and  of  a  number  of  stearn 
and  tow  boats  used  for  the  purposes  of  transportation  ;  and  if 
sufficient  accommodations  are  furnished  them,  will  be  able  to 
bring  to  this 'city  so  large  a  quantity  of  coal,  to  be  disposed  of 
by  them  at  low  rates,  as  must,  in  a  great  measure,  prevent  the 
combination  which  has  existed,  during  the  past  season,  to  keep 
up  the  price  of  coal,  from  being  continued.  The  petitioners 
propose,  in  addition  to  paying  a  fair  ,  rent  for  the  premises  of 
which  they  desire  a  lease,  to  furnish  the  Corporation  with  all 
the  coal  they  may  require  for  the  public  use,  at  cost ;  and  they 
are  also  willing  to  bind  themselves  to  sell  all  the  coal  they  can 
bring  to  this  city,  at  a  small  advance  on  the  actual  cost. 

With  a  view  of  ascertaining  the  amount  which  would  annu¬ 
ally  be  saved  by  an  arrangement  of  this  nature,  your  Commit¬ 
tee  have  obtained  the  following  statements,  which  they  believe 
to  be  correct. 

Jn  Pennsylvania  the  ton  of  coal  weighs  2,240  lbs.  In  New 
York  the  ton  of  coal  weighs  only  2,000  lbs,  or  a  difference  of 
about  one-eighth  in  quantity,  between  what  is  purchased  by  the 
noal  dealers  and  what  they  sell  to  consumers.  This  difference 
is  believed  to  b.e  more  than  suffcient  to  pay  all  the  expense  of 
carting,  storing,  breaking,  screening  and  delivering. 

During  the  past  season  Schuylkill  coal  has  sold  at  from  $12 
to  $14  per  ton,  in  this  city.  The  contract  price  for  this  coal 
last  summer,  at  which  it  was  engaged  by  most,  if  not  all,  of  the 
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dealers,  was  $6  per  ton,  to  which  is  to  be  added  the  cost  of 
transportation,  $1  50  to  $2  per  ton,  making  in  all  less  than  $8 
as  the  utmost  cost  of  the  coal  at  the  wharf  in  New  York,  and 
leaving  a  clear  profit  to  the  dealer  here,  of  $5  or  $6  per  ton ; 
the  expense  of  yarding,  carting,  breaking,  &c.  being  paid  by 
the  additional  240  lbs.  between  the  ton  in  Pennsylvania  and  in 
New  York. 

The  same  difference  exists  as  to  Lehigh  coal,  between  cost¬ 
ing  at  the  mine  from  $ 2  to  $3,  and  transportation  $3  85  per 
ton,  and  yielding  to  the  dealer  a  gain  of  $5  or  $6  per  ton  on 
&11  sold  by  them. 

Your  Committee  mention  these  facts  to  show  the  great  in¬ 
crease  which  is  put  upon  the  cost  of  coal,  to  the  cohsumcrs  in 
this  city,  and  they  believe  that  any  plan  which  will  cause 
fcoal  to  be  sold  here  at  cost,  or  a  small  advance  on  the  actual 
cost,  will  be  conferring  a  great  benefit  on  the  community. 
The  cost  of  fuel  is  one  of  the  great  burdens  on  the  poorer 
classes  of  the  people,  and  any  measures  which  do  not  interfere 
with  the  rights  of  others,  and  which  will  reduce  the  price  of 
it,  should  be  adopted. 

The  petitioners  also  propose  to  furnish  the  Corporation  with 
all  the  coal  they  may  require  at  the  cost  price. 

This,  of  itself,  is  a  matter  worthy  of  consideration.  The 
amount  of  coal  purchased  by  the  Corporation  during  the  past 
year  was  about  3,500  tons,  viz. : 

For  the  City  Hall,  1,000  tons. 

For  the  Prisons  and  Alms  House,  2,500  tons. 

In  purchasing  this  at  the  actual  cost,  in  Pennsylvania,  with 
the  expense  of  transportation  here,  a  considerable  amount  will 
be  saved  to  the  public. 

The  place  for  which  the  petitioners  ask  a  lease  is  now 
leased  until  1st  May,  1839,  at  the  annual  rent  of  f  1,600.  The 
time  previous  to  the  commencement  of  the  lease  will  be  re¬ 
quired  for  building  the  necessary  barges  and  steam  engines, 
on  the  premises,  for  hoisting  and  breaking  the  coal. 

Yeur  Committee  think  that  the  proposition  submitted  to 
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them  is  one  which  will  be  productive  of  good,  and  they  there¬ 
fore  recommend  that  a  lease  ,be  granted  to  the  petitioners, 
upon  the  terms  stated  in  the  resolution  hereunto  annexed,  of 
the  premises  known  as  the  Red  Fort,  as  the  same  is  now 
leased,  after  the  present  lease  expires. 

They  accordingly  submit  the  following  resolution  for  adop¬ 
tion: 

Resolved,  That  a  lease  be  granted  to  the  New  Brunswick 
Canal  and  Steam  Boat  Transportation  Company,  of  the  pre¬ 
mises  known  as  the  Red  Fort,  at  the  foot  of  Hubert  street,  as 
the  same  are  now  leased  to  William  C.  Redfield,  for  the  term 
of  five  years,  from  the  first  day  of  May,  1839,  at  an  annual 
rent  of  ($2,300)  twenty-three  hundred  dollars,  payable  quar¬ 
terly,  on  the  following  conditions,  viz. : 

1st.  That  the  said  Company  shall  use  the  said  premises 
solely  for  the  purpose  of  landing,  storing  and  breaking  coal,  to 
be  brought  by  them  to  this  city,  from  Pennsylvania. 

2d.  That  the  said  Company  shall  annually,  during  the  said 
lease,  furnish  to  the  Corporation  such  amount  of  coal,  either  from 
the  vessel  or  broken,  as  they  may  require,  for  the  use  of  the 
public  institutions,  and  of  the  poor  of  the  city,  not  exceeding 
in  any  one  year  (5,000)  five  thousand  tons,  at  the  actual  cost 
price  thereof,  to  the  said  Company,  at  the  mines,  with  the 
usual  charge  for  freight  thereof,  to  this  city,  and  the  cost  of 
breaking  the  same  if  required.  The  amount  required  annu¬ 
ally  to  be  fixed  by  the  Common  Council  before  the  month  of 
October  in  each  year. 

3d.  That  the  said  Company  shall  sell  all  the  coal  which 
they  can  bring  to  this  city,  over  and  above  the  amount  fur¬ 
nished  to  the  Corporation,  either  from  the  vessels  or  broken,  to 
consumers,  other  than  coal  dealers,  at  the  actual  cost  thereof 
to  the  said  Company,  when  delivered  on  the  wharf,  in  the  said 
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city,  and  the  cost  of  breaking  if  required,  with  the  addition 
not  to  exceed  one  dollar  and  fifty  cents  per  ton,  above  such 
actual  cost.  The  Company  not  to  be  compelled  to  sell  to  any 
one  person  more  than  ten  tons  during  the  same  season. 

4th.  That  these  conditions  shall  be  made  a  part  of,  and  be 
inserted  iti  the  lease  of  same,  and  that  on  failure  to  keep  the 
terms  and  conditions  thereof,  the  said  Company  shall  forfeit  the 
lease,  and  also  the  sum  of  five  thousand  dollars,  as  damages 
for  the  breach  of  these  covenants. 

D.  P.  INGRAHAM, 
EDWARD  TAYLOR, 
P.  BANKS. 
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ro  live  2£?ottoyafcie  ttic  i&agor,  SUtrcvmcu  antt  Common, Htw  of  tl 

GENTLEMEN, 

In  obedience  to  a  resolution  of  the  Board  of  Aldermen  of  the  15th  instant,  in  the  foil 
“  Resolved,  That  the  Resident  Physician  of  Bellevue  be  requested  to  report  to  this  Board,  the  numbe: 
the  year  past,  the  nature  of  their  diseases,  the  number  cured,  and  also  the  number  discharged,  and  the  numbei 

I  have  the  honor  to  communicate,  in  tabular  form,  all  the  information  sought  for  by  said  resolution.  R 

HENRY  V 

New  York,  Feb.  20,  1837. 


ANNUAL  REPORT  OF  BELLEVUE  HO 

From  January  1,  1836,  to  January  1,  1837. 
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Cured. 

|  Relieved. 

|  Request . 

|  Improper  Objects. 

|  Disorderly. 

|  Eloped. 

^3 

1  Total  Discharged  and  ' 

Died. 

Remaining 
\  January  1,  1837. 

|  Ireland. 
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Remaining,  January  1,  1836  .  126 

Admitted  from  Jan.  1,  1836,  to  Jan.  1,  1837  ..  1083 

Total .  1209 

Discharged  Cured .  700 

“  Relieved .  50 

“  by  request .  39 

“  being  improper  objects .  6 

“  Disorderly .  16 

Eloped .  16 

Died .  295—1122 

Remaining  January  1,  1837 .  87 

Total .  1209 
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Net o  York,  December  31  1836. 


HENRY  VAN  HO  EVEN 
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board  of  aldermen, 

DECEMBER  19, 1836. 


Report  of  the  Finance  Committee ,  on  the  petition  of  James 
Flanagan,  for  an  extension  of  his  lease.  Adopted. 

D.  T.  VALENTINE,  Assistant  Clerk, 


The  Committee  on  Finance,  to  whom  was  referred  the  an¬ 
nexed  petition  of  James  Flanagan,  for  an  extension  of  his 
lease  of  lot  203  on  the  common  lands,  respectfully 

REPORT: 

That  the  petitioner  is  the  lessee  of  one  of  the  common  land 
lots,  on  the  upper  part  of  the  island,  that  the  petitioner  held  a 
lease  of  the  same  for  a  number  of  years  past,  and  has  improv¬ 
ed  the  land  by  erecting  a  house,  barn  &c.  thereon  ;  that  on 
the  expiration  of  his  lease,  he  applied  to  a  former  Common 
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Council,  for  a  renewal  of  the  same,  but,  as  he  states,  was  irt-> 
duced  to  take  a  short  lease,  in  consequence  of  the  boundary 
lines  of  the  lot  not  having  been  adjusted,  with  the  understand¬ 
ing  that  it  should  be  extended  after  the  lines  were  adjusted. 
These  boundary  lines  having  since  that  time  been  fixed,  your 
Committee  recommend  that  an  additional  lease  be  granted  to 
the  petitioner  for  the  further  period  of  seven  years,  at  an  an¬ 
nual  rent  of  $  100  per  year.  There  is  also  another  reason 
why,  in  the  opinion  of  the  Committee,  this  lease  should  be  ex¬ 
tended,  viz :  that  by  the  terms  of  the  lease  the  lessee  is  bound 
to  pay  the  assessments,  and  the  assessment  which  he  must 
shortly  pay  for  opening  the  2d  avenue,  will  probably  exceed 
the  annual  value  of  the  lot,  for  four  or  five  years. 

Your  Committee  offer  the  following  resolution; 

Resolved,  That  the  Counsel  of  the  Corporation  prepare  a 
lease  of  lot  203  of  the  common  lands,  according  to  the  cor¬ 
rected  boundary  lines,  to  James  Flanagan,  for  a  further  term 
of  seven  years,  at  an  annual  rent  of  $100,  with  the  usual 
covenants,  and  that  such  lease  be  executed  in  the  usual  man¬ 
ner  under  the  seal  of  the  Corporation. 

D.  P.  INGRAHAM, 
EDWARD  TAYLOR, 

D.  BANKS. 


REPORT 


OF  THE 


COMPTROLLER, 


or  THE 

PERSONS  IN  THE  EMPLOY  OP  THE  CORPORATION* 


AMD  THEIR  SALARIES, 


APRIL  5,  183  7. 


mmst  H 


PRINTED  BY  ORDER  OF  THE  COMMON  COUNCIL, 


1837. 
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DOCUMENT  NO.  116. 


BOARD  of  ALDERMEN, 

APRIL  5,  1837. 


Reponof  the  Comptroller  on  the  resolution  of  Alderman 
Clark,  to  report  the  names  of  all  officers  employed  by  the 
and  those  that  receive  their  compensation  from 
the  Public  Treasury,  which  was  ordered  to  be  printed  for 
the  use  of  the  members. 

THOMAS  BOLTON,  Clerk. 


this  Boa  rl  6  the  ComPtroller  be  requested  to  report  to 

this  Board,  with  all  convenient  speed,  the  name  of  every  offi- 

?  °ther  PerS°nS  aPP°inted  by  this  City,  in  joint 

ballot  or  otherwise  ;  and  such  also  as  are  in  the  employment 
of  hose  and  all  who  are  paid  by  this  Cityfor  their  services : 
setting  forth  the  name  of  the  office  or  employment,  the  place 
employed,  and  the  annual  salary  or  compensation  of  each.” 

Adopted  by  the  Board  of  Aldermen,  January  4, 1837, 
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Comptroixer’s  Office, February  27,  1837. 

To  the*Honorable  the  Common  Council  of  the  City  of  New 
York. 

In  obedience  to  the  above  resolution,  offered  by  Alderman 
Clark,  the  undersigned  has  the  honor  to  present  the  following 
list  of  officers  and  persons  receiving  compensation  from  the 
Public  Treasury. 


D.  D.  WILLIAMSON,  Comptroller. 


Doc.  No.  11 6.3  740 


— 
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William  White  Inspector  of  Stages 

Jacob  White  Assistant 


i 
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Cornelius  Cammeyer  Dock  Master  1st  Ward  The  Alderman  &  Assistant  $  $500 

Richard  MeColleck  . .  3d  . .  . .  500 

Charles  Riddell  . .  4th  . .  . .  500 

John  D.  Perry  ..5th  . .  ..  500 
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Peter  Ritter 


Consand  Sausager  . .  . . 

Frederick  Raymond 

Josiah  Mann  Agent  of  Comm’s  of  Old  Alms  House 
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William  Painter 

John  Dorr 

Oliver  Cobb 

Edward  T.  Backhou 
Gari’it  Forbes 
Harman  King 

John  Black 

Martin  Waters 
Morris  Oakley 
Robert  C.  Montgom 
Abraham  Miller 
Robert  Crooker 
Cornel’s  Van  Bensch 
John  Y.  Kipp 
Jonathan  Knapp 
Charles  Osborne 
John  K.  Townsend 
Elisha  Kingland 
John  Simonson 
William  H.  Walsh 
Samuel  Gilford,  jun. 
Elam  Williams 
Abraham  Becker 
Isaac  Graham 
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DOCUMENT  NO.  117. 


BOARD  OF  ALDERMEN, 

MARCH  20,  1837, 


Report  of  the  Committee  on  Charity  and  Alms  House,  on  the 
Petition  of  the  Society  for  the  Promotion  of  Knowledge 
and  Industry,  asking  a  donation.  Adopted. 

THOMAS  BOLTON,  Clerk. 


The  Report  of  the  Committee  on  Charity  and  Alms  House, 
to  whom  was  referred  the  petition  of  the  Society  for  the  Pro¬ 
motion  of  Knowledge  and  Industry,  asking  a  donation  of  $300, 

REPORT: 

That  in  compliance  with  previous  notice,  Messrs.  Curtis  and 
Vedder  appeared  before  your  Committee  and  communicated 
the  following  information: — That  this  society  is  an  association 
of  Individuals  whose  object  appears  to  be,  to  provide  employ- 
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ment  and  places  for  servants,  when  applied  to  by  them  for  that 
purpose. 

This  Society  is  regularly  organized  ;  has  a  Chairman  and 
(Secretary,)  or  Superintendent,  whose  duty  it  is  to  attend  to 
the  business  and  transact  the  affairs  of  the  Society  ;  and,  par¬ 
ticularly,  to  receive  applications  and  supply  them  with  places, 
and  for  which  service  the  said  Superintendent  receives  a  salary 
of  $1,000  per  annum.  This  Society  is  supported  by  contri¬ 
butions,  and  they  do  not  receive  any  pay  from  servants  that 
apply  for  situations ;  but  all  subscribers,  and  most  other  indi¬ 
viduals  who  procure  servants  from  the  office,  pay  the  sum  of 
two  dollars  each.  It  is  one  of  their  rules,  that  persons  who 
contribute,  or  become  subscribers  to  this  Association,  are  sup¬ 
plied  in  preference  to  others  who  do  not  contribute,  and  that 
nearly  all  of  the  applicants  are  for  city  service. 

Your  Comimittee  are  satisfied,  from  the  representations  made 
by  the  Superintendent  of  this  Association,  that  it  is  in  reality 
nothing  more  nor  less  than  an  Intelligence  Office  on  a  large 
scale,  and  the  business  is  to  supply  such  citizens  as  apply  at 
the  office  with  servants,  and  receiving  pay  for  it.  That  in 
the  opinion  of  your  Committee  it  is  similar  in  its  nature  and 
business  to  all  other  Intelligence  Offices  in  the  city,  with  the 
exception  that  this  is  conducted  by  an  association  of  men  hav- 
a  Superintendent,  and  paying  a  large  salary  to  him  for  his  ser¬ 
vices  ;  that  all  other  Intelligence  Offices  in  our  city  are  car¬ 
ried  on  by  individual  enterprize,  with  a  view  of  making  money, 
but  without  any  such  organization  or  Superintendent  and 
salary. 

This  Association  has  no  license  or  authority  from  the  Cor¬ 
poration,  authorizing  them  to  transact  business,  and  conse¬ 
quently  there  is  no  accountability,  nor  have  we  any  control 
over  them  nor  of  their  affairs ;  nor  are  they  amenable,  in  any 
way,  to  the  authority  of  the  Common  Council. 

If  this  Association  was  purely  benevolent,  and  the  time  and 
money  of  the  Managers  was  devoted  in  administering  to  the 
wants  of  the  poor,  the  aged  and  the  infirm,  then  they  would  be 
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entitled  to  the  same  considerations  with  the  Corporation  that 
all  other  benevolent  societies  in  our  city,  asking  alms,  are  en¬ 
titled  to;  but  when  they  employ  a  Superintendent  to  transact 
the  business  of  the  office,  paying  him  a  large  amount  of  money 
for  his  services,  they  do  not  possess,  in  the  opinion  of  your 
Committee,  the  same  claim  for  our  charities,  nor  the  donation 
now  asked  for.  Should  the  Corporation,  in  their  charities, 
grant  this  Association  the  amount  solicited,  it  would  not  be 
sufficient  to  pay  one  third  the  amount  of  the  salary  of  their 
Superintendent.  Are  we  authorized  by  law,  or  have  we  any 
power  whatever,  granted  to  us,  to  make  such  donations,  and 
for  such  purposes  ?  If  we  grant  the  amount  of  money  solicited 
at  this  time,  every  Intelligence  Office  in  the  City  will  apply 
for  similar  favors ;  and  their  claims  will  be,  in  the  opinion  of 
your  Committee,  equally  just  and  well  founded.  Can  we  re¬ 
fuse  them,  with  such  a  precedent  staring  us  in  the  face  ?  There 
will  be  no  end  to  such  societies,  nor  of  their  wants,  when  it  is 
known  that  the  City  Treasury  is  open  to  sustain  them. 

Your  Committee  have  always  entertained  the  opinion  that, 
legitimately,  the  Common  Council  do  not  possess  any  right  or 
power  to  appropriate  the  Peoples’  money  to  any  charitable 
association  whatever ;  nor  is  there  any  thing  to  warrant  our 
doing  so,  but  a  bad  precedent  and  long  usage. 

It  is  well  known  to  the  community  that  we  have  an  Alms 
House  Department,  conducted  by  Commissioners  whose  spe¬ 
cial  care  and  duty  it  is  to  take  care  of  and  provide  for  the 
wants  of  the  poor  of  the  City,  of  all  classes  and  denominations 
and  that  about  two  hundred  thousand  dollars  are  appropriated 
annually  to  defray  the  expenses  of  this  establishment,  that  this 
large  sum  of  money  is  entrusted  to  these  Commissioners,  men 
of  responsibility,  and  appointed  by  the  Common  Council  to 
perform  this  duty,  subject  at  all  times  to  be  called  upon  by  the 
Corporation,  to  account  to  them  for  the  application  of  such 
money,  and  that  by  an  ordinance  of  the  Corporation  they  are 
compelled  to  report  every  three  months,  and  oftener  if  required 
the  situation  of  the  department.  Hence  we  know  how  and 
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for  what  objects  and  purposes  the  money  confided  to  them  has 
been  expended ;  but  not  so  with  any  money  we  appropriate  to 
the  benefit  of  charitable  societies,  over  which  we  have  no  con¬ 
trol,  nor  any  right  to  inquire  into  their  affairs,  nor  do  we  know 
that  the  money  thus  bestowed  to  those  charities  are  well  ap- 
plied,  and  according  to  the  wishes  and  intent  of  the  Corpora¬ 
tion,  but  take  it  for  granted  they  are  well  applied,  having  faith 
and  confidence  in  the  individuals  who  manage  them.  It  is  con¬ 
sidered  by  many,  bad  policy  to  give  these  numerous  societies 
any  money  from  the  public  coffers,  entertaining  these  views  in 
relation  to  this  subject,  they  are  of  opinion  that  the  prayer  of 
the  petitioners  be  denied,  and  offer  the  following  resolution  for 
adoption : 

Resolved,  That  the  petition  of  the  Society  for  the  Promotion 
of  Knowledge  and  Industry,  asking  a  donation,  be  denied. 

D.  BANKS, 

I.  L.  VARIAN, 
AARON  CLARK. 


DOCUMENT  NO.  118. 


BOARD  OF  ALDERMEN, 

APRIL  24,  1837. 


Report  of  the  Committee  on  Fire  and  Water,  in  relation  to 
an  additional  Reservoir  at  13 th  street.  Laid  on  the  table 
and  ordered  to  be  printed. 

THOMAS  BOLTON,  Clerk. 


The  Joint  Special  Committee  on  Fire  and  Water,  to  whom 
was  referred  so  much  of  the  message  of  his  Honor  the  Mayor 
as  relates  to  furnishing  a  further  supply  of  water  for  the  ex¬ 
tinguishment  of  fires,  respectfully 

REPORT: 


That  the  subject  of  obtaining  an  ample  supply  of  water  for 
the  extinguishment  of  fires,  has  perhaps  claimed  more  of  the 


808 


Doc.  No.  118.] 

time  and  attention  of  your  Committee  than  any  other  subject 
that  has  been  before  them.  The  immense  advantage  to  our 
city,  that  has  already  resulted  from  our  infant  water  works,  is 
beyond  a  doubt.  The  facilities  afforded  to  your  firemen  by  the 
hydrants ;  the  quickness  the  fires  are  subdued,  and  the  amount 
of  property  saved,  and  all  of  which  are  so,  have  led  your  Com¬ 
mittee  to  propose  the  construction  of  another  tank,  upon  the 
ground  where  the  present  works  are,  which  will  secure,  for  a 
few  years  to  come,  a  constant  supply  of  water  for  the  above 
purposes.  The  Committee  trust  there  cannot  be  a  doubt  on 
the  subject,  as  it  is  familiar  with  each  member  of  the  Com¬ 
mon  Council ;  they  therefore  hope  the  resolution  proposed  by 
them  will  be  adopted,  without  going  more  into  detail.  The 
probable  expense  for  the  construction  of  the  tank  and  neces¬ 
sary  building,  with  the  proper  fixtures,  will  be  about  $25,000. 

The  following  resolution  is  therefore  respectfully  submitted 
by  your  Committee : 

Resolved,  That  a  Reservoir  be  constructed  on  the  ground 
in  13tff  street,  near  the  Bowery,  similar  to  the  one  now  in  use 
under  the  direction  of  the  Joint  Committee  on  Fire  and  Water, 
and  that  $10,000  be,  and  the  same  is  hereby  appropriated  for 
the  same. 

J.  P.  WHITEHEAD, 

D.  RANDELL, 

AARON  CLARK, 

JOSEPH  R.  TAYLOR, 

L.  P.  JORDAN, 

JOHN  B.  SCHMELZEL, 


document  no.  119. 


BOARD  OF  ALDERMEN', 


APRIL  24,  1837. 


Report  of  the  Committee  on  Charity  and  Alms  House,  on  the 
petition  of  the  Managers  of  the  Institution  of  the  Blind ' 
for  an  appropriation  of  money.  Adopted. 

THOMAS  BOLTON,  Clerk. 


The  Committee  on  Charity  and  Alms  House,  to  whom  was 
referred  the  petition  of  the  Institution  for  the  Blind,  and  also 
the  report  of  the  Committee  of  the  Board  of  Assistant  Aider- 
men  on  the  same  subject, 

REPORT: 

That  your  Committee  had  before  them  Dr.  Samuel  Ackerly 
and  John  W.  Walker,  two  Managers  of  the  Institution  for  the 
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Blind,  who  represented  to  your  Committee  that  the  Institution 
was  doing  well  and  in  a  flourishing  condition,  liberally  sup¬ 
ported  by  the  State  as  well  as  by  many  charitable  individuals. 

The  State  has  appropriated,  within  the  last  year,  $12,000 
expressly  for  the  purpose  of  purchasing  the  ground  on  which 
the  establishment  now  stands  ;  and  also  to  repair  the  buildings 
and  to  erect  others  for  the  better  accommodation  of  their  pu¬ 
pils,  and  to  increase  the  number  of  its  inmates,  on  condition 
that  the  same  shall  be  used  for  the  objects  and  purposes  origi¬ 
nally  intended,  exclusively  for  fifty  years  to  come. 

The  City  of  New  York  has  heretofore  contributed  to  the 
support  of  this  Institution,  and  the  city  has  at  this  time  twelve 
poor  blind  persons  in  the  Institution,  who  are  fed,  clothed  and 
otherwise  provided  for.  The  pupils  are  taught  to  read,  &c. 
and  to  manufacture  baskets,  mats  and  mattrasses,  specimens 
of  which  are  to  be  seen  at  the  establishment,  and  for  work¬ 
manship  and  durability  they  are  not  surpassed  by  any  made  in 
our  city.  The  time  of  the  pupils  is  divided  into  three  parts, 
to  wit:  one  for  work,  one  for  intellectual  improvement,  and 
one  for  music.  A  portion  of  each  evening  is  devoted  to  music, 
to  enliven  their  minds,  and  to  dissipate,  if  possible,  for  a  time 
at  least,  that  perpetual  darkness  which  hangs  over  them. 

It  appears  by  the  census  of  this  State,  taken  in  1830,  that 
there  were  in  the  State  upwards  of  eight  hundred  blind  per¬ 
sons;  very  few  of  this  number  were  born  blind;  the  great 
portion  in  that  lamentable  condition  became  so  by  accident  or 
disease.  The  number  of  inmates  at  this  time  in  the  Institution 
is  fifty  two;  only  three  of  this  number  were  born  blind. 

The  annual  expenses  of  the  Blind  Institution  is  a  little  over 
$6,000.  The  amount  of  money  paid  by  the  State  for  their 
pupils  in  the  establishment  for  the  year  1835,  was  $2,256 ;  and 
for  the  children  taken  from  our  City  Alms  House,  for  the  same 
year,  the  Corporation  paid  $1,430;  and  they  now  stand  in¬ 
debted  to  the  Institution  for  the  board,  &c.  of  twelve  pupils, 
for  the  year  1836,  in  the  sum  of  $  1,560,  or  thereabout?,  for 
which  sum  the  petitioners  solicit  payment, 
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Your  Committee  have  read  the  report  and  resolutions  of  the 
Committee  of  the  Board  of  Assistant  Aldermen,  and  agree 
with  them  in  relation  to  the  facts,  and  matter  contained  in 
their  said  report,  but  not  in  the  resolution  adopted  by  them, 
inasmuch  as  your  Committee  are  of  opinion,  that  the  appro¬ 
priation  of  money  made  and  contained  in  that  resolution  is  per¬ 
petual,  and  contrary  to  the  usages  of  the  Common  Council ; 
and  they  consider  it  advisable,  and  therefore  recommend  that 
this  Institution,  as  well  as  all  others,  should  make  an  immediate 
and  direct  application  to  the  Common  Council,  for  money,  ra¬ 
ther  than  to  any  department ;  and  they  consider  it  but  right  that 
the  Common  Council  should  know  at  all  times  when  appropria¬ 
tions  are  made,  and  for  what  specific  purpose  or  object  to  be 
applied.  With  these  views  of  the  subject,  the  following  reso¬ 
lutions  are  offered  for  adoption: 

Resolved,  That  the  Board  of  Aldermen  do  not  concur  in 
the  resolution  of  the  Board  of  Assistant  Aldermen,  authoriz¬ 
ing  the  Comptroller  to  draw  his  warrant  in  favor  of  the  Trea¬ 
surer  of  the  Institution  for  the  Blind,  &c.,  &c.,  as  per  resolu¬ 
tion  annexed  to  their  said  report. 

Resolved,  That  the  New  York  Institution  for  the  Blind  shall 
make  to  the  Common  Council  of  the  City  of  New  York  an¬ 
nually,  in  the  month  of  February,  a  full  report  of  their  pro¬ 
ceedings,  and  the  disposition  of  the  money  paid  to  them  from 
the  Treasury  of  the  City,  and  particularly  of  the  number  and 
situation  of  the  pupils  in  said  Institution,  who  are  supported 
by  the  Charity  of  the  City  and  County, 

Resolved,  That  the  Comptroller  be  authorized  to  draw  his 
warrant  annually,  until  the  first  day  of  May,  1838,  in  favor  of 
the  Treasurer  of  the  Institution  for  the  Blind,  for  the  sum  of 
one  hundred  and  thirty  dollars,  for  the  support  and  instruction 
of  each  indigent  blind  child  received  from  the  Alms  House, 
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(not  to  exceed  thirteen  in  any  one  year,)  provided  the  names 
and  ages  of  said,  children  are  properly  certified  by  the  Presi¬ 
dent  and  Secretary  of  said  Institution.  The  first  payment 
under  this  resolution  to  be  made  on  the  first  day  of  May,  1837. 

D.  BANKS, 

I.  L.  YARIAN, 
AARON  CLARK. 
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